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20 of our members went on a Fish n Ships tour in late October. Story on p.3. Also in this edition, the first
part of a biography on Grace Stuart, well known benefactor in the Carss Park, Blakehurst area.

Meetings and Speakers
Thursday 12 February 2015
Dr Edith Ziegler, Adjunct Lecturer
UNE: British Convict Women sent to
Maryland, Virginia in 18th Century.

Thursday 12 March 2015
Annual General Meeting and Show and
Tell – bring your treasures and talk about
them for up to 5 mins.

Meetings at the School of Arts, Bowns Road Kogarah, starting at 2pm. Enjoy the speaker, then
chat over afternoon tea. A short business meeting follows. Apologies for non-attendance at
meetings should go to the Secretary, Gill Whan (9546 4623). Visitors welcome.

Mondays at the Museum
23 March 2015 – Laurel and Bob Horton
Many members will know Laurel and Bob who are so active in promoting and preserving the
history of St Peters in Tempe. They are coming to talk to us about the Gannons, an early
pioneer family in our district. As usual we will start at 10 am with morning tea in the courtyard
and stay there if the weather is suitable or move into the Kogarah Room in the Museum for the
presentation. Cost $5 which also gives you the chance to win a door prize. Please book as
space is limited and it helps with catering. To reserve your place, ring Adele Ryan on 9529
6730 or leave a message on her answering machine.

Sunday Museum Roster
January 2015
Carole Tier & Ken Grieve

1

February 2015
Gill Whan & Deirdre Schroeder

11

Mavis Ward & Pat Young

8th

Adele Ryan & Lawrie Corry

16th

Trudy Johns & Betty Reynolds

15th

Trudy Johns & Betty Reynolds

25th

Betty Goodger & Janette Hollebone

22nd

Betty Goodger & Janette Hollebone

th

4

th

st

Hours 1 pm – 5 pm. Problems, contact Gill Whan, 9546 4623
The Museum will open each Wednesday morning from 10 am to
1pm throughout January.
On Australia Day, 26 January, we open from 12 md to 6pm.
(Janette Hollebone is in charge of the roster)
The St George Concert Band will be back to play outside the
Cottage from 2pm – 4pm on the second Sunday of February, March
and April 2015
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TBC – Easter Monday
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Fish ‘n Ships Tour – 30 October 2014
By Pat Young
Our trip to the Sydney Heritage Fleet commenced on a sparkling Sydney morning at the Two
Anchors, Darling Harbour. Members mostly travelled by light rail from Central Station to Pyrmont
Bay – a few arrived early to get in an extra cup of coffee before we met our tour guides at 9.30 am.
We walked past the Maritime Museum entrance and boarded the Tall Ship James Craig.
The James Craig is one of four 19th C Barques in the world capable of going to sea. She originally
carried coal.1
Sturdy shoes were needed to descend a steep ladder to the cool interior of the large metal ship where
we were introduced to the aims and ambitions of the volunteers and given a generous morning tea.
A DVD of the rediscovery of the wreck and restoration was shown, after which we were guided
over the rest of the ship looking at the cabins, the Officers’ kitchen and sitting room etc before
returning to the main deck. It was maintenance day so the ship was a hive of activity with
volunteers hard at work.

Pat Young & Betty Goodger on the
Harman

Next we boarded the launch Harman and had a generous tour around
the Inner Harbour passing Goat Island, under Anzac Bridge to the
present cruise ship terminal and landing at Rozelle Heritage Dock
and Workshops. The workshops are also staffed by volunteers and
vessels include the Lipton family yacht, the coal fired steam tug
Waratah and The Lady Hopetoun, an Edwardian steam launch still
used for Vice Regal occasions and
also for charter. The Heritage Fleet
is currently in negotiations with the
Harbour Authority to extend their
lease on this site.

Back on the Harman, we headed for the Pyrmont Fish markets.
What a civilised way to visit the busy chaotic scene. The fish
market meal (pre-ordered) was soon served and eaten in a cool
clean café.
The group dispersed after lunch to the light rail stop at the Fish Market where some adventurous
members ‘crossed the line’ and travelled to Dulwich Hill before returning to Central. The light rail
uses the $2.50 tickets, another treat for Sydney Seniors.
The Harbour is a visual treat in October with the purple Jacarandas surrounding our lovely bays.
The Heritage Fleet were generous with their time and were always on hand to guide the members
ashore and impart their considerable knowledge on what we were seeing. This completely voluntary
organisation deserves all of Sydney’s support to enable it to continue morally and financially.
On Saturday 16 November on a visit to Darling Harbour, I observed the James Craig upper deck in
‘party’ mode. The deck was festooned with coloured lights and a big dinner party was in progress.
In the twilight the rough old metal hulk was transformed.
The DVD and Booklet available for purchase have all the technical details of the organisation. The
scope for historical restoration is limited only by the public and official recognition of its value to
our harbour city.
__________
Ref: 1. Toghill. J., The James Craig Story

Subscriptions for 2015 are now due
A renewal form is included with this newsletter
(If you joined after October you do not need to renew)
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Grace Olive Stuart
1865-1963
In every community there are landmarks, the origins of which have faded into obscurity
and the history and people responsible for them are often forgotten. A prominent
benefactor of Carss Park, whose generosity served to provide facilities and beautify the
area was Mrs Grace Stuart, about whom little was known until recently when the Society
received a biography of the lady from a Stuart family historian, Paul Brownlow. This will
be presented in two parts in our newsletter.
Mrs Stuart was born Grace Olive Frend on October 10, 1865, in the seaside town of Whitstable,
Kent, the youngest of 8 children (6 sons and 2 daughters) of Stephen Frend, an oyster dredger and
his wife, Mary Ann (nee Ansell). Grace’s mother died when she was 3 years old. Her decision at
the age of 17 to leave England revealed the self-assurance and independence of mind that played a
large part in shaping her destiny.
In 1883 the UK Government was actively promoting the emigration of workers to the colonies and
Grace Frend sailed from Plymouth on August 4, one of a group of 340 assisted emigrants to New
Zealand aboard the clipper ship Taranaki, arriving at Port Lyttleton on the South Island on
October 21 of that year. On the passenger list her occupation was given as “general servant”.
In New Zealand she resided with a clergyman and his wife who were known to her family. It is said
that she became engaged at 18 to a young cleric and one of the earliest existing photographs of
Grace Olive Frend shows her in a rectory-like setting beside a young man (not James Stuart)
whose hand is resting on a Bible or prayer book. According to the story, Grace broke off the
engagement after being chided by her fiancé for spending
excessively on apparel.
On July 11, 1887, Grace arrived in Sydney where she met Adela
Taylor with whom she formed a life-long friendship. Adela’s
husband Allen (later Sir Allen) Taylor, was an Annandalebased contractor and timber merchant with acquaintances in the
building industry. Adela introduced Grace to a young Scottish
builder, James Alexander Stuart. The two were married on January
22, 1891 in Surry Hills.
James and Grace lived most of their married life at “Kent
Cottage”, on the corner of Trafalgar and Collins Streets,
Annandale, and their two children were born there, Mary Grace
(Gracie) in October 1893 and Stephen Alexander James in
February 1897.

Grace at age 23 years

James Stuart managed the workshops of Stuart Bros, the building company that he and his
brother, William, had founded in 1886, and was also in partnership with his brothers, Adam and Walter,
in a second building firm, Stuart & Co.
In 1898 James Stuart bought three acres of land at Bald Face Point on the Georges River in his wife’s
name and built a cottage there for the family to spend their leisure time. In the early days they would
travel to Hurstville, where a horse and sulky were maintained for them, then drive the two and a half
miles to the Blakehurst property. William and Alexander Stuart also had weekenders nearby.
The Stuarts played an active role in the local community. James became Rear Commodore of the
St.George Sailing Club and frequently took part in motor boat races in his smart little motor
launch, Gracie.
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James Stuart suffered a stroke in 1908 and although he never returned to work, in April 1909 he
took Gracie and the children on a trip to England. A decade earlier, Grace Stuart’s brother,
George H.W. Frend, a master mariner, had lost his wife and two of their three children to
tuberculosis. When the Stuarts returned to Australia in March 1910 they brought with them his
surviving daughter, also named Grace. She was a year older than their daughter and lived with them
until 1920.
James Stuart died suddenly at their home “Gowan Brae”, 86 Davendish Street, Stanmore on June
20, 1914 aged 51. His wife commissioned an imposing monumental tomb designed by Walter
Burley Griffin in collaboration with Sydney architect J.Burcham Clamp, who had a long association
with Stuart Bros. It was erected in Waverley cemetery between 1914 and 1916 and remains a
prominent feature there. His estate was sworn for probate at just over sixty three thousand pounds
most of which was left to his wife and included extensive commercial property in the AnnandalePetersham area.
After her husband’s death, Grace Stuart spent more and more time at her Bald Face property and
became something of a philanthropist. At a time when public hospitals relied heavily on private
donations, James Stuart had been a benefactor of the Royal Alexandra Hospital for Children,
Sydney Hospital and Royal Prince Alfred. In October 1914 Mrs Stuart was elected a life governor
of Sydney Hospital. During the Great War she was among the owners of private cars who
volunteered their services to the Red Cross for the transport of wounded soldiers from the docks to
hospitals and other carefacilities.
.

The Cot at the Royal Alexandra Hospital for Children,
endowed by Mrs Grace Stuart.

Grace Olive Stuart with daughter,
Mary Grace born 1893

In December 1919, Mrs Stuart’s daughter, Gracie, married Sergeant-Major Arnott V.Moody,
D.C.M, a 32 year old electrical engineer who had taken leave from his business in 1915 to enlist. He
got along well with Mrs Stuart and the decision was made to share a new home at 127 Cavendish St.
The second “Gowan Brae” was a freestanding single-storey cottage that backed on to Stanmore Public
School. During this time Arnott and Grace Moody had two children, Stuart (1923) and Marcia
(1925).
Grace’s son, Stephen, had wed his cousin, Grace Frend, in June 1920, but the relationship failed
and they separated. A daughter, Mary Grace, was born in 1921. Stephen Stuart became an
independent builder and contractor but moved away and had no further contact with the family.
From her country cottage at Bald Face, Grace Stuart took an active interest in the Blakehurst Progress
Association and the establishment of ‘Carss Bush’ as a public park. Her contribution to the safety
and comfort of park users, and the beautification of the area will be revealed in our next newsletter.
to be continued
Our thanks to Paul Brownlow for this contribution
5

They’re a Weird Mob
By Beryl Butters
John O’Grady was born to Irish Immigrants in Sydney on October 9, 1907.
In later years he lived in Oatley in a rather eccentric self-designed house perched over the
Georges River. As well as watching comings and goings on the river, he was a regular visitor to
the Oatley hotel where he met many oyster farmers and fishermen. Oatley Hotel was built by a
brewery in 1928 and it originally attracted the nearby Oyster Farmers of Neverfail Bay. Back
then it was known as the closest country pub to the city. The hotel became even more prominent
when John O’Grady, alias Nino Culotta, wrote the books They’re a Weird Mob, Cop This Lot and
Gone Fishin’ which repeatedly featured Oatley Hotel.
In 1957, an apparent Italian immigrant named Nino Culotta published a
novel called They’re a Weird Mob about his experiences in Sydney. By
the time it emerged that Nino was in fact an Aussie of Irish heritage
called John O’Grady, the book had become a massive hit selling 130,000
copies in its first year. The reasons for this were simple, O’Grady was a
gifted humorist, and working class Australians recognized themselves
and their culture in the tale.
Giovanni ‘Nino’ Culotta is an Italian immigrant, who comes to Australia
as a journalist, employed by an Italian publishing house, to write articles
about Australians and their way of life for those Italians that might want
to immigrate to Australia.
In order to learn about real Australians, Nino takes a job as a brickie's labourer with a man named
Joe Kennedy. The comedy of the novel revolves around his attempts to understand English as it
was spoken in Australia by the working classes in the 1950s – 1960s. Nino had previously only
learned ‘good’ English from a textbook.
The novel is a social commentary on Australian Society of the period, specifically male, working
class, society. Women mostly feature as cameos in the story, with the exception of Kay (whose
surname is not revealed in the novel) who becomes Nino’s wife. In the novel Nino meets Kay in
a café in Manly and their introduction is affected by Nino trying to teach Kay that she cannot eat
spaghetti using a spoon. Nino features as the main character.
The final message of the novel is that immigrants to Australia should count themselves fortunate
and should make efforts to assimilate into Australian society, including learning to speak
Australian English.
Around about 1961 O’Grady was looking for an idea for a new book and thought of turning Nino
into a professional fisherman. All of his books are based on his own experiences, so if Nino was
to go fishin’ well so must he. And he did.
John O’Grady enjoyed a fruitful career until he died in 1981. While none of the author’s
subsequent books matched the runaway success of They’re a Weird Mob his finest work was
arguably Gone Fishin’ – the third of the Culotta novels.
Thank you Beryl, lovely to see you at the Christmas function – hope to see you back at meetings soon
Don’t forget to visit the new Exhibition on World War 1 at Carss Cottage Museum. Plenty of
opportunities during January and our normal opening hours on a Sunday afternoon.
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BOOK REVIEW
The Lost Legions of Fromelles.

By David Martin

Peter Barton
Constable. London. 2014.
424 pp., pb.
ISBN 978-1-47211-712-0

Fromelles is a small village in French Flanders, about 11 kms from the border with Belgium. Only of
recent times has it assumed a position of prominence in Australian consciousness: it was there, in a
large-scale operation against the Germans on 19/20 July 1916, lasting just 14 hours, that the AIF
suffered 5533 casualties including almost 2000 killed – it was the single most catastrophic
engagement in Australia’s military history. Thanks to his unwavering determination in the face of
official scepticism, Lambis Englezos, a Greek-born art and crafts teacher from Melbourne, not only
managed to draw the nation’s attention to this episode but achieve the go-ahead for a major
archaeological dig on the site, leading to the recovery of 250 bodies from mass graves and their
reburial in a new cemetery – plus the use of DNA to establish individual identities (all at enormous
cost to the Australian government).
The most recent account of the disastrous July 1916 operation is Peter Barton’s The
Lost Legions of Fromelles. Barton (b.1955) is an Englishman and an expert on the
First World War, being a battlefield archaeologist and the author of a series of books;
most significantly, between 2006 and 2010 he was the historian attached to the
Fromelles Project which was officially entrusted with the archaeological dig. Whilst
the 12-hour battle is at the centre of Barton’s study, he locates it within the broader
context of the fighting around Fromelles between 1914 and 1918. It was, for example,
the scene of the famous Christmas Truce in 1914. More to the point, the locality was ‘one of the most
bloody stretches of battlefield on the entire Western Front’ - not just in 1916 when the Australians
were there, for what Barton terms the ‘third’ battle of Fromelles, but also on 18/19 December 1914
and 9 May 1915, the latter known as the Battle of Aubers Ridge which resulted in more than 11 500
casualties. Barton: ‘No battlefield that witnessed four years of positional [i.e. static trench] warfare
should be seen as frozen in time’. He then proceeds to provide a very detailed treatment of what did
happen there in mid-1916, on either side of No Man’s Land (which itself was ‘green and lush, in parts
marshy… a sanctuary for wildlife’, covered in ‘long summer grass’). The German positions were
manned (from March 1915 until early September 1916) by the 6th Bavarian Reserve Infantry Division
(6 BRD). Because the water table was so close to ground level, ‘Digging a trench was … like
installing a bathtub without a plughole: when it rained, the trench filled with water’. So breastworks
were constructed above ground by both sides; on the German side they could be over 2 metres high,
they had a steeply sloping ‘front face’, and a base of up to 10 metres in width. It is the German
positions that receive particular attention: ‘at Fromelles one is presented with a microcosm of their
defensive doctrine as applied on the wider Western Front’. Considerable space is also devoted to
night-time trench raiding and the taking of prisoners by both sides. The German interrogators were
‘genial… far from disagreeable’: ‘most prisoners were to a lesser or greater degree forthcoming, and
apparently without duress’. As a result, there was not much they did not learn about their enemy.
Newly arrived from Egypt, the Australians were also soon raiding the Bavarians’ trenches and taking
prisoners, to acquire information that could be useful in their up-coming attack. But British
intelligence-gathering proved inadequate; when they did attack, ‘nowhere did the Bavarian positions
resemble what the Australians had been led to expect’. In the meantime their opponents were busily
preparing and on alert: ‘For the Bavarians, it was simply a question of watch and, when the time
came, act as swiftly as possible’. They went on high alert in response to the artillery bombardment
that preceded the 19 July infantry attack – the guns were firing for 7 hours, from 11 a.m. But it was
largely ineffective in one of its main aims, as a counter-battery operation: most of the German
artillery batteries had not been previously located and could not be neutralized during the attack.
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German machine-guns also continued to operate. Consequently, ‘No Man’s Land was a maelstrom of
fire’. British commanders only ever had (preposterously) limited tactical aims for the operation: to
occupy Bavarian front and support trenches to a depth of about 200 metres – it was, according to
Barton, ‘territorially unambitious’. Alongside the 5th Australian Division were the British 61st South
Midlanders – both forces were quite ‘green’, very inexperienced when it came to trench warfare.
They attacked together, across a 4 km front. It took the Bavarians about 80 minutes of fierce fighting
to halt them. Australian and British casualties totalled about 7080, compared with the Bavarians’
1653. In cleaning up after their victory, the Bavarians were instructed that: ‘The Engländer bodies
will be buried in mass graves’.
What sets The Lost Legions of Fromelles apart as a World War I military history is its balanced
perspective. Australian readers are used to considerable depth of coverage of how their own troops
fought in particular battles. Peter Barton certainly provides a detailed examination of the part the
Australians played in the Battle of Fromelles. But what impresses about Barton’s work is the depth of
detail it also provides about their opponents. This is the product of his extensive research in the
German military archives at Munich. (In a piece of classic understatement, Australia’s official war
historian Charles Bean wrote that ‘the German records are generally fairly accurate’. Indeed! The
German military recorded nearly everything that ever happened, right down to the minutest detail.)
Barton: ‘where German records exist, one finds alternative and frequently unexpected
interpretations… contrast and corroboration is essential if we are not to form flawed perceptions’.
Primary sources that proved especially valuable to Barton were German intelligence reports compiled
from the interrogation of Australian prisoners. And Australian readers will be left feeling
uncomfortable with some of the details – because information readily provided by the prisoners
would contribute to the failure of the attack at Fromelles. Barton: ‘crucial secret data had been
obtained … It had been handed to [the Germans] on a plate’. As a result of certain Australian officers
disobeying strict orders by carrying documents with them into No Man’s Land, when they were taken
prisoner during the attack the Germans acquired comprehensive operational orders. They found out
that, crucially, the operation was only ever intended as a ‘feint’ with very limited objectives, and
therefore there was no need to send large reinforcements to the area to deal with the possibility of a
major offensive (which was exactly the overriding strategic objective of the British). On another
level, Barton is critical that such ‘unpleasant truths’ did not find their way into the Official History of
Australia in the War of 1914-1918: ‘There is evidence of intentional omission of key facts’; Charles
Bean was ‘absorbed in the development of … the Anzac legend… [and] in the final analysis history
and legend do not make comfortable bedfellows’.
The Lost Legions of Fromelles is a long and complex book, a serious piece of scholarship, but well
worth reading and thought provoking. Peter Barton concludes with this observation:
Some revelations may not sit comfortably, but that is of no consequence, for historians do not exist
to produce work that enhances people’s good opinions of themselves; history is not there to be
‘liked’, it is there to be learned from.
Peter Barton, The Lost Legions of Fromelles, is available at Kogarah Library – Dewey no.940.427 BART

VALE
The Society has lost two valued members recently.
Barbara Lapsley of Carlton passed away earlier in the year and Norm Clapham, longtime
resident of Paris Street Carlton and lately of Mary Andrews Village died recently.
Our President Beverley Earnshaw had known Norm from childhood and was able to
attend the memorial service with Janette Hollebone.
We send our sympathies to the families. RIP.
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The Royal Australian Historical Society 2014 Annual Conference
‘Moving History’
Report by Janette Hollebone
The Conference was held at Mittagong RSL from 24-27 October. There were 80 participants
from a wide range of Sydney and regional historical societies and other groups affiliated with the
RAHS, as well as individual historians. Janette Hollebone represented Kogarah Historical
Society. Betty Goodger, who normally writes this report was unfortunately unwell and not able to
attend at the last minute.
The Conference began on Friday evening with welcome drinks at Berrima District Museum and
inspection of the excellent BHS & FHS museum display. This superb museum includes a new
wing, completed but not yet filled. The evening included the launch of the book Life Behind the
Bar: Inns and Hotels in the Southern Highlands, 1824 to 1924 by Shylie Brown.
The Lesley Muir Address that began the first Saturday session was The First Anzac Days in
Australia and New Zealand delivered by Professor Bill Gammage AM. It was a fitting start to the
developing theme of the Conference.
The sub-themes which followed were ‘Moving Mittagong’, ‘Moving About’, ‘Moving History’,
‘Moving Societies’ and ‘Moving People’. It became evident that ‘moving’ had many meanings
appropriate to people, history and places.
List of speakers and subjects:
Professor William (Bill) Gammage AM, The First Anzac Days in Australia and New Zealand
Linda Emery, A Fine Extensive Pleasure Ground: An Extremely Short History of European
Settlement in the Southern Highlands
Leonie Knapman, Mittagong Farm Homes 1881-1994 (renamed Renwick 1974)
Harlan Hall, The Rewards of Risk
Vince Taranto and Denis Gojak, The Great Southern Road—Old Hume Highway
Ken McNally, How the Remembrance Driveway can Help in Moving Heritage Appreciation into
the Future
Carol Liston, Road Research
Kate Mackaness, So What? Challenging Imposed ‘Truth’
Christine Yeats, Understanding and Valuing Your Society’s Research Collection
Fiona Burn, The Great War—Civilian Life at Home and Abroad Records Relating to the Home
Front in the National Archives of Australia
Michael Organ, Secret Service—Governor Macquarie’s Aboriginal War of 1816
Richard White, Tourists in Egypt: The AIF before Gallipoli
Linda Emery, History and Story: The Success of ‘Who Do You Think You Are?’
The program was very busy and concentrated, the thirteen lectures being separated by morning
teas and lunches. Some dealt with historical matters and methods, some with collections and their
management, some with society matters such as insurance. They were especially helpful to
society representatives. Some, for instance Carol Liston’s ‘Road Research’, targeted particular
fields of research—in this case the sources diligently searched revealed a particular road in the
Windsor area marked for a previously unknown Macquarie settlement.
Saturday began with the Welcome to Country by Aunty Val Mulcahy OAM, followed by the
presentation of 2014 Cultural Grants and Certificates of Achievement with badges. The Business
Session on Sunday dealt with matters such as the detailed administration of affiliated societies,
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and the contributions by individual members were helpful and greatly appreciated.
The Conference was very well organized. Its venue was the large and ample conference room of
the Mittagong RSL. The lecture area was surrounded by spacious carpeted areas where books and
other publications were sold by affiliated societies and by areas where refreshments were served.
Food was placed on two separated tables which could be approached on four sides which avoided
queues. Tea and coffee was also available at any time on either side of the room. As usual it was
quite evident that informal interpersonal engagements and discussion are highly important parts
of the Conference. The Saturday dinner was likewise very pleasant. The morning and afternoon
teas, lunches and the dinner were of a high standard and could not be faulted.
Though successful, the conference was not without deficiencies. These were centred mainly upon
the actual lecture presentations. The stage lighting was seriously inadequate, with no lighting at
all on the lectern, no controlled lighting on the stage illuminating people receiving awards or any
other activity, and, strangely, lighting applied to the screen, conflicting with projected images. As
well, the sound system had trouble, several times breaking down.
There were four optional group tours: Christ Church, Bong Bong; ‘Hillview’; Fitzroy iron works
and blast furnace; and Joadja Creek heritage site, the last-named on Monday afternoon. I attended
‘Hillview’, built by Robert Pemberton Richardson of Richardson and Wrench in the 1850s on a
hilltop at Sutton Forest. Later it was acquired by the State Government as a summer residence for
NSW Governors. On Monday I made my first visit to Joadja where 1878 marked the beginning of
the Australian Kerosene Oil and Mineral Company. A private village was established, enlisting
experienced workmen and their families from mining areas of Scotland. A ‘People Mover’ was
used for us to cover the site.
The Conference was a great success in many ways, including the contacts made, friendships
renewed, history expanded, some research to follow up, and the impact made by one of the
speakers—you need to take a risk to add value to your society.


Trivia Quiz
CRICKET- The Tied Test 1960
1. The “Tied Test” was played between which teams?
2. Who bowled the last over?
3. How many balls were bowled in the final over before the match ended?
4. What ground was it at?
5. Who hit the last ball of the match?
6. Who was the last man out and how was he out?
7. The name of the West Indian fielder who brought about the dismissal of the last man?
8. Have there been any other Test Cricket matches tied?
Answers below:
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The Saints in Kogarah
Part VI
St Aidan was an Irish monk. Little is known about his early life but one writer claims he did
missionary work in Wales in the 7th century. He came to the island of Iona, off the coast of
Argyllshire in Western Scotland, one of the earliest Christian centres of the Celts about 638 A.D.
Oswald, King of Northumbria, had been converted to Christianity and asked the monks at Iona to
send him a teacher. The first monk was not popular, considered too severe, so Aidan was sent.
His more gentle approach was successful and Oswald gave him the island of Lindisfarne for his
monastery. It was off the eastern coast but close to Oswalds’s royal palace. By the time of his
death in 651 A.D., Aidan was its Bishop and had made Lindisfarne the centre of English
Christianity. Both these havens of learning remained centres for centuries, but they were
tumultuous times and Iona was burned by the Danes in the 9th century and Lindisfarne was
sacked by the Vikings in 793 A.D.
St Aidan was buried on Lindisfarne and revered for his piety. His fame was later somewhat
eclipsed by that of St Cuthbert, who became Bishop in 675 A.D. His feast day is 31 August. His
symbol is a stag. He is said to have loved animals and given refuge to a stag being hunted.
St Aidan’s Church, Hurstville Grove is at 137 Hillcrest Avenue on the corner of Lansdowne
Street. It is a handsome brick building which replaced the fibro cottage that served the
congregation for many years.
Just as St Paul’s Church in Oatley was nurtured by St John’s at Penshurst, so was the Anglican
worship in Hurstville Grove. The first service was held on 21 August 1927 in the “Tute”, that is
the Workman’s Institute, the social meeting hall in Cecil Street. The congregation named their
church, St James. They bought the cottage on the corner of Hillcrest Avenue and Lansdowne
Street and converted it for use as a church. When the Rev Mr Siddens came to conduct the first
service there in September 1929, it was found that no official recognition had ever been sought
from the Diocese and there was already a church of St James in the rural deanery. As the 31st
August was St Aidan’s feast day, the Rev. Mr Siddens gave his name to the new church. With
additions the cottage-church served until its demolition in 1963.
In 1963 St Aidan’s became a separate parish. In 1997, the Rev. Ivan Yin Lee became the Rector of
St Aidan’s. He was a local boy, brought up in the St George district and educated at James Cook
Boys High School. He was ordained in 1980 and served in several parishes, including time in
Melbourne, before being appointed to St Aidan’s in Hurstville Grove; a second generation
Chinese Australian, whose parents had migrated from Guangzhou province in China, Bishop Ivan
Yin Lee was consecrated as Bishop of Western Sydney, with headquarters in Parramatta, on 20
December 2003.
Beverley and Brian Warton, members of KHS, wrote about their beloved home of Hurstville
Grove and I am indebted to them for much of this story.
REFERENCES
Oxford Dictionary of Saints, by David H. Farmer 3 rd ed 1992
Warton, Beverley & Brian, Hurstville Grove, the unknown suburb. History of Hurstville Grove. 1999 pp 33-35
Weatherby, Noelene L. St John the Baptist Church, Penshurst, NSW – a history, 1982 pp18-19, 53
Leader 21 November 2002 p. 18

Betty Goodger
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KHS Annual Christmas Function 2014

The fifth in the series of books for Primary School Children has just
been published. Congratulations Beverley, a huge project.
The Young Gold Diggers tells the story of two boys, ages 9 and 11
years who walk 200 kms from Sydney to Bathurst, with their father,
and join the gold prospectors at Ophir and Turon gold fields. They
observe the miners at work, acquire a scraggy dog and have an
encounter with bush rangers! Can be bought through our website, at
meetings or at the Museum. Cost $7.50.
We hope to have a launch of the books at the Kogarah Library in
around February.

A very happy New Year to all our members
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