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Meetings and Speakers 

Thursday 10 September 2015 

Rodger Robertson, Oatley H & H 

Assn - Discovering the Silk Road 

Thursday 8 October 2015 

Gail Davis, Snr Archivist AONSW – 

Pandora’s Box

Meetings start at 2pm in the School of Arts, Bowns Rd/Queens Ave Kogarah. Enjoy the speaker, 

then chat over afternoon tea.  A short business meeting follows. Apologies for non-attendance at 

meetings should go to the Secretary, Gill Whan (9546 4623).   Visitors welcome. 

Find us on Facebook  

Depiction of The Battle of Waterloo which was fought in 1815 and thus has its 200
th

 anniversary this 

year of 2015. And it has a connection to Carss Park. (Story Inside) 

http://www.kogarah.historicalsociety.com/
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Mondays at the Museum 

28 September 2015 – Kevin Skelsey 

Kevin Skelsey, Antiques specialist, is our next speaker on “Collectables”.  

Why Collect?  Rare or Rubbish?  Treasure or Trash?  Worthy or Waste?  Display or Discard?   

Kevin invites you to look, hear and wonder at the range, variety and value of “Collectables”. He 

will also be pleased to give advice on your collectables. 

As usual we will start at 10 am with morning tea in the courtyard and stay there if the weather is 

suitable or move into the Kogarah Room in the Museum for the presentation.  Cost $5 which 

also gives you the chance to win a door prize. Please book as space is limited and it helps with 

catering.  To reserve your place, ring Mavis Ward 9546 5704 (Adele is away) or leave a message 

on her answering machine.  

Sunday Museum Roster 

 

September 2015 October 2015 

6
th

       
 
Carole Tier & Ken Grieve 4

th
     

 
Gill Whan & Deirdre Schroeder  

13
th

 Mavis Ward & Betty Reynolds
 

11
th

     
 
Adele Ryan & Lawrie Corry 

20
th

     
 Betty Goodger & Pat Young

  
18

th
     

 
Betty Goodger & Pat Young 

27
th

    
 
Warren & Irene Selmon 

 

25
th

   
 

Warren & Irene Selmon 

 
Hours 1 pm – 4 pm. (1pm – 5pm after October)  

Problems - contact Gill Whan, 9546 4623 

 

Current Committee 2015 (*denotes Executive) 

President:* Beverley Earnshaw Ph: 9546 1091 

Vice Presidents:* Vacant  

Secretary:* Gill Whan Ph: 9546 4623 

Treasurer:* Cath Sullivan Ph: 9579 6149 

Public Officer* Janette Hollebone Ph: 9529 7117 

Committee Members: Beryl Butters, Lawrie Corry, Trudy Johns, Rodger Robertson, Adele 
Ryan, Carole Tier, Mavis Ward, Pat Young 

Committee meeting venues 

7 Sept 7.00 pm Gill Whan, 11 Dewrang Street, Carss Park (9546 4623) 

5 Oct  7.00pm Beverley Earnshaw, 15 Hamer St., Kogarah Bay (9546 1091) 

9 Nov  7.00pm Pat Young, 25 Culver St., Monterey (9588 5835) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to New Members 

Dorothy Rootes, Val Hall, Ron Kutcher 

We hope you have a long and happy association with the Society 

 
 
 
A
b
o
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A Treasure from the Museum 
By Beverley Earnshaw 

 
One of Kogarah Historical Society’s most prized possessions 

hangs in the parlour of Carss Cottage Museum. It is an oil 

painting, an early work by the renowned Australian 

landscape painter, Elioth Gruner (1882-1939).  Elioth Gruner 

is often regarded as Australia’s greatest landscape painter 

and many of his works were executed around the Kogarah 

area. 

 Elioth Gruner was born in Gisborne, New Zealand on 

December 16, 1882 to an Irish mother and Norwegian father 

and was brought to Australia as an infant. From 1908 to 

1911 he lived in a stone cottage called ‘Gisborne’ at 233 

Princes Highway, Kogarah, near English Street. At the age 

of 12 his mother brought him to the studio of Julian Ashton 

to be taught painting. Ashton remembered him as a slim, 

delicate looking boy in knickerbockers who stood shyly rubbing one boot over the other. To 

reassure the renowned teacher of her son’s artistic talent, Mrs Gruner told Ashton  – 

He’s my youngest, and even when he was a baby he could always be kept quiet 

with a pencil and paper; now that he’s older he’s at it all the time. When he hasn’t 

got a pencil and paper he draws on his slate, and when the slate has been left at 

school he draws on the wall with a burnt stick. All our walls are covered with 

ships and trees and men. Our neighbours say he ought to learn. This painting 

business, is it a good trade?
i
 

 The Gruners’ next door neighbour on Princes Highway was Mrs Rose Schneider who   

remembered Elioth as a quiet, gentle soul. At the age of 14 he was forced into the work force 

when his father and older brother died. During the week he earned a living serving on the glove 

and lace counter at David Jones Department Store in Sydney. His responsibilities made it difficult 

for him to afford art materials such as the pigments used in those days, but he soldiered on. On 

the weekends, especially on Sunday mornings Mrs Schneider would see him seated on a stool in 

front of his easel, painting the Kogarah landscape.  

 Gruner presented Mrs Schneider with paintings on a double sided board depicting scenes 

on the English Estate. The side which is on show in the Carss Cottage Museum is of ‘The 

Homestead’, residence of Kogarah Pioneer, Edmund English. (This house was pulled down in 

1923 to make way for Carlton South School.) On the back is a painting of a paddock with fence 

and slip rails.  

 At the age of about 19 he first exhibited with the Society of Artists
ii
. In 1911, while he 

was still living at Kogarah, he took over management of a little art shop in Bligh Street, Sydney 

where only works by Australian artists were sold. When the First World War broke out, the shop 

had to close and Julian Ashton asked Gruner to help him at the Sydney Art School. This he did in 

spite of being offered a higher salary elsewhere. He also took over management of the Society of 

Artists. 

 Deeply distressed by the events of World War 1, he enlisted in the AIF on June 4
th

, 1918 

and went into camp at Liverpool, but was discharged
iii

. 

 In 1916 he won the Wynne prize for landscape with a painting entitled Morning Light, 

believed to have been painted on the English estate. The Wynne is Australia’s oldest art prize, 
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instituted in 1897 and administered by the Art Gallery of NSW. Gruner came to be looked on as 

Australia’s finest landscape painter. The way in which he managed to capture the light and colour 

of the countryside in his works gained him international recognition. He won the Wynne prize on 

seven occasions, in 1916, 1919, 1921, 1929, 1934, 1936 and 1937 and his paintings were 

exhibited at London’s Royal Academy and the Paris Salon. In Australia his works are exhibited 

in most major Australian Galleries, and the Kogarah Historical Society is fortunate to have one in 

its collection. 

 Elioth Gruner died of nephritis on October 17, 1939, aged 57. 

 Mrs Rose Schneider gave the painting of ‘The 

Homestead’ to Kogarah Historical Society and after the Society 

had it restored, it was put on display on May 9
th

, 1973
iv

. With it 

came a statutory declaration establishing its provenance, as the 

painting is unsigned. The painting was donated for the purpose of 

display and not for disposal in any way, but to be kept as an 

important historical record of the Kogarah District and one of its 

residents
v
. Our society is fortunate to have custody of this historic 

work of art. 

______________________________ 
i
 Julian Ashton’s essay on Elioth Gruner reviewed in the Sunday Times, 17.12.1923. 

ii
 Ashton Ibid 

iii
  Australian Dictionary of Biography, Volume 9, (MUP), 1983. 

iv
  Kogarah Historical Society Newsletter April, 1973 page 5. 

v
 For wording of the Statutory Declaration and conditions of donation, see KHS Newsletter January 1984 

 

  

 

Trivia Quiz 
 Answers all start with a “C”. 
 

1. Governors of NSW beginning with C? 

2. Prime Ministers of Australia beginning with C? 

3. Monarchs of England and GB beginning with C? 

4. Presidents of USA beginning with C? 

5. According to the Gregory Street maps- streets in the suburb Kogarah starting with C? 

6. Sydney metro stations starting with C? 22 of them! 

7. UN Countries in Europe starting with C and those in The Americas also? 

Answers: 

 

 

Lawrie,  
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The Battle of Waterloo and the Carss Park Connection 
 

Much has been said about the year 2015 being the 100
th

 anniversary of Australia’s landing at 

Gallipoli, but many have not realized that 2015 is the 200
th

 anniversary of the Battle of Waterloo. 

This marked the end of the Napoleonic Wars when the British Army led by the Duke of 

Wellington, defeated the French forces led by Napoleon on the field of Waterloo in Belgium. 

 Jonathan Croft, the first landholder of the Carss Park Estate was a member of the British 

Army Medical Corps who had served with distinction at Waterloo. 

 In the days when military officers had to buy their commissions, Jonathan joined the 

British Army Medical Corps in 1805 at the age of 25. He entered under the patronage of his 

uncle, Sir Richard Croft, 6
th

 Baronet, who was physician to King George III and the Royal 

family. 

 For conspicuous service in the Mediterranean, he was promoted as Deputy Purveyor
1
 of 

His Majesty’s Forces and on 16
th

 April, 1812 was ordered to Spain where the Peninsula Wars 

were raging. There, he was involved in seventeen engagements including St. Sebastian, Pyrenees, 

Maida, Vittoria, Salamanca, Egypt, Quatre Bras and Bodajos. He was twice wounded and once 

taken prisoner. Subsequent to the Peninsula Wars, Napoleon himself acknowledged the extreme 

humanity and attention which Croft had paid to the wounded French prisoners who passed under 

his care
2
. 

 In early 1815 he was sent to Brussels as Deputy Purveyor in charge of military hospitals. 

The Battle of Waterloo broke out on June 18
th

, 1815 and raged for four days. Croft was in charge 

of the military hospital in Brussels and also the Jesuits’ Hospital where the wounded officers 

were taken. In the first two weeks after the battle 35,000 wounded men passed through his hands. 

He was in charge of trans-shipping the wounded, some with injuries of unparalleled severity, 

back to England and the diligence and efficiency with which he carried out the task brought him 

to the notice of his superior officers. He was posted back to the military hospital in Deal, Kent, to 

which most of the Waterloo wounded had been sent.  

 Jonathan Croft should have been at the pinnacle of his career but all advancement stopped 

with the death of his patron. His uncle, Sir Richard Croft, was the obstetrician attending Princess 

Charlotte, only child of the Prince Regent and heir to the British throne. Charlotte’s son was 

stillborn and she, herself, died. Blame for the death of second and third in line for the Royal 

throne was laid squarely on the obstetrician, and unable to bear the consequences of his 

management of the case, Sir Richard shot himself
3
 

 Jonathan fell from grace. The promotion he deserved was not forthcoming. Dr Keate, 

Inspector-General of Hospitals in London wrote “the race is not always to the swift. It is not 

every deserving officer that obtains the promotion and position to which he is justly entitled”. 

 Jonathan’s next assignment was to the Military General Hospital in Cork, Ireland, where 

he again served with distinction during a cholera epidemic by organizing temporary hospitals for 

the reception of patients.  

 Jonathan Croft, Deputy Purveyor of the Forces, arrived in NSW aboard the female convict 

transport, Roslyn Castle on February 26, 1836, bringing his wife, 15 year old daughter, eight sons 

aged between 13 years and 14 months, and a governess
4
. He was appointed apothecary to the 

convict and military departments in NSW and the family moved into quarters on the first floor of 

the Rum Hospital in Macquarie Street. Five weeks later his wife gave birth to a daughter. Two 

more daughters and a son were born at the Rum Hospital. 

 From the time he arrived in NSW Croft began agitating for a grant of land. In England he 

was used to rubbing shoulders with the aristocracy. The Duke of Wellington was a personal 
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friend. The Lord Chancellor was his uncle. He wanted an Australian estate which was on a par 

with the great estates of England. 

 When he had to vacate his premises in the Rum Hospital his demands for land grew 

stronger. He had been in military service for 40 years and produced glowing references
5
. In 

former years land grants had been given to military personnel in accordance with their rank and 

length of service, but Jonathan Croft had arrived too late for this benefit. The policy of granting 

free land was phased out in 1838. Croft was further disadvantaged when transportation of 

convicts to NSW ceased in 1840 and the positions of purveyors and apothecaries were abolished. 

 In 1854 Croft acquired four blocks of land in the Parish of St. George, extending from 

Kogarah Bay in the east to the north-west arm of Oatley Bay in the west. The easterly block was 

a grant by purchase of 119 acres at Kogarah Bay for ₤124/19/-. It was not the type of land he 

wanted, the ‘estate’ being isolated, heavily timbered and containing a large area of mangrove 

swamp. He was then 69 years old and would have found it difficult to transform the area into a 

picturesque English style estate. He only kept the land for 5 weeks before reselling it for ₤352. 

 By his own calculations, Croft felt he was entitled to 7,721 acres and continued to 

bombard the government with requests for land. He was ordered back to England but was unable 

to raise the passage money for his large family. Then 75 years old, Croft made his final claim for 

land and on June 7, 1859 it was refused
6
. 

 Jonathan Croft held the Peninsula Medal with six bars and the Waterloo Medal. He died 

at his Balmain home on February 18, 1862 aged 77. On his deathbed his last words to his son 

were “Never relinquish your father’s claims on the Government”. 

 The land at Kogarah Bay was sold briefly to John Chappelow and in 1863 passed into the 

hands of William Carss who built a stone cottage there for his retirement. The land is now called 

CARSS PARK. 

Beverley Earnshaw 

_______________________ 
1
  Purveyor – One in charge of providing supplies, especially food and provisions. 

2
  Obituary, Sydney Morning Herald 20.2.1862 p.8 

3
  Richardson D.A., Evans M.I., Cibils L.A., Midforceps delivery: A critical Review in American 

   Journal of Obstetrics and Gynaecology, University of Chicago, March 1, 1983 
4
  Sydney Herald 20.2.1836 p.2 

5
   ML A1231 Governor’s Despatch Vol.42 p.405 J.Hennen, Deputy Inspector of Hospitals to J.Croft  

6
   Votes and Proceedings of the Legislative Council 1861 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bulletin Board 

Janette Hollebone is home and has two wonderful daughters who are taking it in turns to 

care for her.  She is making progress but it will be slow and require effort and persistence 

which we know she has.  

Mavis Ward is looking good and will host the next MAM as Adele Ryan will be away. 

Myra Moore is in hospital and we wish her a speedy recovery. 

Margery Bennett has had a litany of health problems this year and is looking forward to 

2016 and getting back to full participation in activities. 

Betty Goodger missed our last meeting! Most unusual but she had a good reason, she was 

on a cruise and has just returned. 

Beryl Butters is not able to get out very much these days but maintains her interest in the 

Society – we enjoyed her articles in the last newsletter.   
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June Kegg’s Violin Story 
By Rod Fielder 

In 1935 my sister, June Fielder was 14 years 

old and a competent and experienced 

musician who obtained her Cap and Gown 

from the NSW Conservatorium of Music in 

Sydney and had played violin under the 

baton of Yehudi Menuhin.  

Our mother felt that this was a future 

career for June and with this in mind she 

negotiated to buy her a good quality 

violin.   We were not a rich family and the 

cost of a quality instrument would have 

been a burden to the family.  However, a 

second hand violin made by the Australian 

musical instrument maker, Albert Edward 

Smith (1880-1978), was located and 

purchased for £20 (approx. $40.00) which 

my mother could not afford outright and 

negotiated to pay off at a few shillings a 

week. 

June continued with her music career 

through her teenage years until she met her 

future husband, Robert Kegg a young man 

from Bexley who was a very good tennis player who played in the Blackwell Cup Competition. 

They were married in 1942 during the 2
nd

 World War and they purchased a block of land 

in Annette Street, Oatley for around £300.00 (approx. $600.00) and built a home there.  This took 

some time as labour and building materials were in short supply at that time.  

June and Robert, known to most as Bob, had two children, the war had not long ended 

and with a growing family June’s musical career lapsed, but she adored her treasured violin and 

played for her own and the family’s entertainment.   The instrument was cherished and cared for, 

wrapped in a pure silk scarf and lovingly maintained.     

In the meantime Mr A.E. Smith who made this violin became known internationally as a 

master maker of stringed instruments and in 1949, after entering a couple of violins and a viola in 

a competition in The Hague, Nedderland, was asked to become a member of the International 

Society of Violin and Bow Makers who then certified him as a Master Luthier.   In the early 

1970’s Mr Smith was awarded the M.B.E and then in the 1970’s was honored with the O.B.E. for 

his achievements in the Musical Industry. 

In about the year 1989 I was attending an exhibition of musical instrument makers in 

Sydney and noticed a display of A.E. Smith instruments on one of the stands and remembering 

that my sister June owned one of their violins I approached the staff at their stand and told them 

that my sister owned an A.E. Smith violin.  

They responded that this would not be so as the company knew who owned all of Mr. 

Smith’s violins and I was quickly dismissed.   Intrigued by this and knowing that the exhibition 

was to continue, I phoned my sister, told her of my experience and suggested that she should take 

her violin in to be inspected. 

June Kegg, neè Fielder 
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The next day June took her violin to the exhibition and had it inspected by the A. E. Smith 

staff who, after having carefully inspected the instrument, were surprised, and verified that yes, it 

was an original A. E. Smith manufactured instrument.   It had been lost track of when our mother 

had bought it second hand. 

The staff were interested in the history of the instrument and questioned June as to where 

she kept it and how she had been maintaining it, to which June replied that she kept it under the 

bed and had been advised to rub butter into it now and again.  

This astonished the A E Smith people who told June that the violin was in excellent 

condition, suggested that she stop rubbing butter on it and after a fruitful and interesting 

discussion they asked June in passing, “do you know what this violin is worth?” June had no idea 

and was very surprised when they came up with a figure of $20,000.00. 

That was some 25 years ago now, and during this time the violin continued to live under 

the bed in Annette Street, Oatley, lovingly cared for and often played. 

In August 2014 June Kegg passed away after a short illness, having lived in her Annette 

Street home for the previous 70 years.  Her estate was then assessed and the violin valued with 

the official valuation as follows: 

A. E. Smith 

Sydney Australia 

Dated 1926 

Body Length 355mm 

AUD$40,000.00  

Violin Bow 

Albert Nurnberger 

         Markneukirchen, Germany   

AUD$5,500.00 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happenings 
 

Don’t forget our afternoon tea in the garden of Historic 

House, Karuah on Saturday 12 September.  An 

invitation is included with this newsletter.  Please book 

early as numbers are limited. Cost $10, with your 

booking, RSVP by 7 September. 

 
Aqua Flora Park Book Launch, Sunday 13 September 

A new and revised edition of Lew Bond’s 1988 work . Meet at 11 am at 

the Park – 95 Clareville Avenue, Sandringham. Lew Bond will lead a 

walk and talk. Booklet $10. 
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Member Profile 
 

If you haven’t met Frank Richard Young yet, you should.  He 

and Pat joined the Society in 2013 and Pat is now on our 

Committee (we will do her profile in due course). Frank has a 

fascinating family background, a fund of wonderful stories 

and if we listed all the jobs he has done this page would be 

full! 

Frank was born in 1930 at a private hospital in Kings 

Cross to Ivy Jane Charlotte Simpson and Richard Hugo 

Young.   

Richard, his father, had been born in Germany in 

1890 with the surname Junge but when he arrived in 

Australia in 1912 it was written down as Young and this 

stayed.  In his youth Richard had been apprenticed to become 

a waiter and had worked in Europe and in Cairo, at the Hotel 

de Paris and the very splendid Shepherds Hotel.  He was 

recalled to Germany by the Kaiser to register as a German 

before WW1 but then migrated to Australia to work for his 

Uncle in a general store on the North Shore. He expected to 

inherit the store but this did not happen.  WW1 started and as an alien he had to divest all his 

assets which went to a family friend.  He worked as a poultry farmer at Wentworth Falls (while 

an Australian soldier was away) where he doubled the production. After the war he continued his 

career as a waiter in Hotel Australia and met Ivy.   

Ivy who was one of 12 children, had originally married an Australian soldier in England. 

He had returned to Australia and eventually wrote to her telling her not to follow him as he had 

found someone else.  However, she had to come to get a divorce and after successfully obtaining 

a ‘decree nisi’ decided to stay in Australia.  Ivy and Richard married in the late 1920s. 

The young Frank’s earliest memories are of Grandma Simpson coming to Australia, of 

having his appendix out and in 1937 being taken to England to see the coronation of King George 

VI and to visit the family. From there they went to Germany to visit Richard’s parents, who were 

farmers in a small village called Hòtensleben. Frank still remembers how to plant potatoes and 

the difficulty he had understanding his Grandmother’s instructions when she sent him on errands.  

He remembers the feeling of apprehension when at an occasion with maypole dancing and 

celebrations, a Nazi soldier gave the Nazi salute and everyone else was required to do the same.  

They travelled back to England and then to Sydney on P & O Orion and thence back to school. 

His schooling started in Parramatta but because he had asthma, the Blue Mountains were 

recommended and he attended the Grammar School in Springwood.  WW2 had begun and 

teachers were being ‘called up’. He recalls old and frail teachers who found these callow youths 

hard to handle.  Grades slipped.  He was then sent to St Bernard’s College Katoomba run by the 

De La Salle Brothers and was there from 1942 – 46. He left at Intermediate level and was 

apprenticed to the Australian Optical Co in fitting and turning.  

A long standing love of bushwalking developed when he joined the Sydney Bush 

Walkers; among his other loves were skiing and speleology – a notable trip being to the 

Nullarbor Plains where the caves were ‘big enough for Central Station and some over’. He 

travelled to Europe with friends from 1954-56 and then around Australia in 1957-58.  The 

exploits from these will need to be in a separate story.  There were many jobs around these trips 
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but according to Frank, the best one was as a design draughtsman with ANSTO where he stayed 

until he retired and then returned to them as a tour guide for 5 years from 1991.   

His mother and father continued to live for many years at King’s Cross 

where his mother looked after 8 ‘residential’ flats.  They moved to Culver St., 

Monterey in 1954 after retirement, which is where Frank and Pat live now. 

He met Pat while bushwalking in about 1959 and they were married in 

1962 and have three children, two boys and a girl.  They shared a love of 

outdoor activities and went skiing for many years, explored caves, camped and 

bushwalked and in later life have done cruises to many areas. They lived first 

at Paddington, then in Gymea for 30 years and moved into Culver Street in 

1996.   

In Frank’s words “When I was a little boy I can still remember thinking 

that I was really lucky to live in Australia and I haven’t changed my mind”. 

 

 

Neverfail Bay Oatley 
 

Neverfail Bay Oatley was so named by 

early European settlers because of the 

availability of water in springs and ponds 

nearby. The earlier natives’ presence in 

the bay was found through oyster shell 

middens dating back thousands of years. 

The area was part of the land grant 

to James Oatley in 1833 by Governor 

Bourke. James Oatley had had an earlier 

small grant from Governor Brisbane. He 

was a convict sent to NSW in 1815 but he 

quickly became valuable to Governor Macquarie for his ability to make clocks and watches. He 

created a successful watch and clock business in Sydney and had a farm in the now Beverley 

Hills suburb where his gravesite is commemorated with a small plaque. There is no evidence that 

he came to the suburb now called in his name. The land passed to his son on James’ death in 

1839. The Grant was sold to Charles Cecil Griffiths in 1881 for £10,000. The railway arrived 

soon after and the land subdivided and sold. 

The first European settlers to the area were oyster farmers although in the early days the 

‘farmers’ simply collected oysters and sold them for around 35 shillings a bag. Before this the 

shells in the area were burnt to provide lime for mortar and indeed the use of live oysters for lime 

was banned in 1868 to preserve them for eating. Actual cultivation for oysters began around this 

time with the Derwent and Thompson, McCrae, Ward, Drake and Murray families.  These 

families formed a Neverfail Bay community for several generations. 

The use of wooden sticks and trays made oysters easier to breed, grow and harvest. The 

original method involved diving for oysters on the muddy river bottom. 

By 1884 the oyster industry had become regulated and leases were granted to farmers.  

These leases became a nuisance for tourists on the river as it prevented boats and pleasure craft 

from entering bays where oysters were growing. The farmers fought for their leases and they 

obtained Government support.  

Frank & Pat 2015 
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The railway came to Oatley in 1885 and although this brought people to the area, 

Neverfail Bay remained isolated. Many items were delivered from across the Georges River from 

Como rather than the nearer Oatley as the steep hill to Oatley was a barrier for carts and drays. 

The street to Oatley was called Cecil Street but around 1915 changed to Wyong Street.   

The land around the Bay was resumed for military use during the Russo- Japanese war 

1905, and earlier there were exercises by the Army to meet an ‘invasion’ of foreign troops 

landing at Bulli and moving north.  During World War 1 Neverfail Bay was also considered a 

strategic point with the rail bridge nearby providing again a route for invaders landing on the 

south coast to travel to Sydney. 

After 1918 the farming of oysters in the Bay increased and 

the route to Oatley up Wyong Street was sealed enabling traffic to 

negotiate the steep hill. This provided better access to markets for 

the oysters. But the residents of Neverfail Bay became residents 

of Oatley and this marked an end to their isolation. 

By the 1950s the methods of oyster farming had improved 

with the use of tar covered wooden trays and, where the oysters 

grew and were collected easily on maturity. The natural oysters in 

the Bay were the Sydney Rock oyster. 

The Georges River was gradually affected by Sydney’s 

population growth and pollutants in the river began to affect the 

filter feeding oysters in the Bay - this was especially true after 

heavy rain.  This led to the water treatment and purification 

methods developed by the industry whereby oysters from 

Neverfail Bay were subject to up to 48 hours of filtration and 

exposure to ultraviolet light to kill bacteria. This technique is still                 

used today. 

In the 1990’s a virus began to attack the 

oysters in the Georges River.  It was named the QX 

virus (Queensland Unknown). The virus ended the 

Sydney Rock oyster industry in the Georges River - 

well almost.  Bob Drake a fourth generation farmer 

from Neverfail Bay found that he could breed a 

new form of Sydney Rock oyster resistant to the 

QX virus, and he also grows the larger Pacific 

Oyster in Woolooware Bay at the outlet to the 

Georges River.  He is the only Sydney Rock oyster 

farmer left from the thriving Neverfail Bay group. 

There are still a few remains of barges and other equipment at Neverfail Bay and lots of 

oysters shell remains. But no oyster farming in the Bay – it’s just another pleasant Oatley Street 

leading to the Georges River. 

Rodger Robertson 

_____________________ 

Sources: 
Oatley: The Working Man’s Paradise by Elaine Howard 

Oatley Writes- 150
th

 Anniversary 1833-1983  Edited by Noel Donnan and Keith Heckenburg. 

Oatley Heritage and Historical Society records. www.oatleyhistory.org.au 

Oatley in Early Days- D J Hatton 

George River magazine, The Leader newspaper, February 2011 and May 2011 

 

Bob Drake, Oyster farmer, 1999 

http://www.oatleyhistory.org.au/
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Celebration Day 
at Carss Cottage 

Saturday 31 October 2015 - 12 midday – 5pm 

 
 

Kogarah Historical Society and the Scottish Australian 

Heritage Council invite all members and friends to celebrate 

the sesquicentenary (150 years) of Carss Cottage and the life 

of William Carss, Scotsman. 

 

St George & Sutherland Pipe Band, Scottish Dancers, 

Dancers from Blakehurst Primary, explore your Scottish (or 

other) ancestry, see the hand spinner at work in the Cottage, 

books for sale, enjoy afternoon tea prepared by Georges 

River Lioness Club, watch our Artist in Residence at work 

and try your hand at sculpting. 

 

12.30 pm Wreath laying ceremony at grave of William Carss 

2.15 pm unveiling of commemorative plaque on the Cottage. 

Tell your friends about the day! 

All Welcome  
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i
 Julian Ashton’s essay on Elioth Gruner reviewed in the Sunday Times, 17.12.1923. 

ii
 Ashton Ibid 

iii
  Australian Dictionary of Biography, Volume 9, (MUP), 1983. 

iv
  Kogarah Historical Society Newsletter April, 1973 page 5. 

v
 For wording of the Statutory Declaration and conditions of donation, see KHS Newsletter January 1984 

 




