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Meetings and Speakers 

Some of the crowd that attended afternoon tea in the grounds of the Historic Home, Karuah, 
at the invitation of Suzanne and Terry O’Connor (story inside p.11 & 12 ) 

Thursday 12 November 2015 

Prof D Newton, Historian – Hell Bent: 
Australia’s Leap into the Great War 

Thursday 10 December 2015 
It’s Christmas Again!  Luncheon 
function, details inside

Meetings start at 2pm in the School of Arts, Bowns Rd/Queens Ave Kogarah. Enjoy the speaker, 
then chat over afternoon tea.  A short business meeting follows. Apologies for non-attendance at 
meetings should go to the Secretary, Gill Whan (9546 4623).   Visitors welcome. 

Find us on Facebook  

http://www.kogarah.historicalsociety.com/


Mondays at the Museum 
23 November 2015 - Winsome Allen 

The History of the Sydney Mechanics’ School of Arts. 

Winsome Allen has been a member of the Sydney Mechanics’ School of Arts for over 23 years 
and has served on the board since 2004. In her role as Chairperson of the Library Committee, 
she has managed the Tom Keneally Centre and the School’s volunteer programme, in addition 
to providing strategic guidance to the Library. The SMSA has a long history including a link 
with our own William Carss who was one of the first Board members.   
The cost for the morning of $5 also gives you a lovely morning tea and the chance to win a door 
prize. Please book as space is limited and it helps with catering.  To reserve your place, ring 
Adele Ryan on 9529 6730 or leave a message on her answering machine.  

Sunday Museum Roster 
 

November 2015 December 2015 

1st         Carole Tier & Ken Grieve 6th      Gill Whan & Deirdre Schroeder  

8th Mavis Ward & Betty Reynolds 13th      Adele Ryan & Lawrie Corry 

15th
      Betty Goodger & Pat Young  20th      Betty Goodger & Pat Young 

22nd      Warren & Irene Selmon 27th   Warren & Irene Selmon (closed?) 

29th  Cath and Leo Sullivan  

Hours 1 pm – 5 pm.  
Problems - contact Gill Whan, 9546 4623 

 

Current Committee 2015 (*denotes Executive) 

President:* Beverley Earnshaw Ph: 9546 1091 

Vice Presidents:* Vacant  

Secretary:* Gill Whan Ph: 9546 4623 

Treasurer:* Cath Sullivan Ph: 9579 6149 

Public Officer* Janette Hollebone Ph: 9529 7117 

Committee Members: Beryl Butters, Lawrie Corry, Trudy Johns, Rodger Robertson, Adele 
Ryan, Carole Tier, Mavis Ward, Pat Young 

Committee meeting venues 
9 Nov 7.00pm Pat Young, 25 Culver St., Monterey (9588 5835) 
7 Dec 7.00 pm Gill Whan, 11 Dewrang Street, Carss Park (9546 4623) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Welcome to New Member 
Barbara Davids 

We hope you have a long and happy association with the Society 
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The Bombing of Darwin and a Gallant Rescue 
 
World War II raged from 1939 to 1945 and in 1942 the Australian mainland faced a serious threat 
of invasion.  The harbour city of Darwin was a key port in the war effort and its extensive 
harbour provided a strategic anchorage for ships of many countries. 
 On the morning of February 19, 1942, 45 ships, both war and merchant, lay at anchor in 
the harbour. These included the destroyer USS Peary, the hospital ship Manunda, HMAS 
Platypus, the oil tanker British Motorist, HMT Zealandia, the Tulagi which was a 2300 ton Burns 
Philip merchantman carrying the 148th US Field Artillery Regiment to Timor. The Mauna Loa 
and the US Army Transport, Meigs, were loaded with heavy equipment, trucks, Bren gun 
carriers, railway rails and munitions bound for Portuguese East Timor. 
 The MV Neptuna, a Burns Philip freight transport 
of 6000 tons, was moored beside the Stokes Hill Wharf.  
Its complement consisted of 22 European officers and 104  
Chinese crewmen. The forward holds were loaded with  
supplies. The aft was packed with depth charges, high 
explosives and ammunition. On the other side of the wharf 
was the HMAS Barossa, and HMAS  Swan had pulled 
alongside the Neptuna to take on depth charges.              MV Neptuna 
 At 9.58 am, 188 Japanese aircraft roared over the horizon towards the unsuspecting 
Darwin. The force consisted of 71 aircraft bombers, 36 dive bombers & fighters and 81 torpedo 
bombers. They had been launched from four aircraft carriers, Akagi, Kaga, Kiryu and Soryu and 
the raid was led by Commander Mitsuo Fuchida who had also led the attack on Pearl Harbour. 
 On board the Neptuna, Engineers George Boniface and Jim Renfrew were deep below 
dismantling the valves from the main compressor on the Port engine. At 10 am they heard a loud 
explosion but still they were not alarmed. Suddenly they smelled cordite. Gunfire and the rattle of 
machine guns burst out from the HMAS Swan moored alongside them and they realized they 
were under attack. The first bombs took out the Stokes Hill Wharf killing 22 wharf labourers. 
 As Japanese dive bombers attacked the large ships, fighter aircraft were strafing the 
smaller vessels. The two men took shelter in the portside propeller shaft which ran from the 
engine room to the stern, through the holds where tons of high explosives were stored. More 
bombs struck the ship. George was thrown into the bilge and slightly injured. There was a gaping 
hole in the ship’s side. Sea water was pouring in. The electrics were shorting and all the lights went out. 
 George struggled up the engine room stairs towards the deck as heavy smoke and flames 
engulfed the ship. Fire was racing towards the aft holds where the high explosives were stored. 
The main fuel line to the wharf had broken and fuel was spewing on to the harbour. It caught fire. 
The Stokes Hill Wharf between ship and shore was gone, cutting off their escape. 
 Every man still alive pitched in to help the wounded. The Neptuna’s doctor, Dr John 
Hyde, had been a Major in the First World War. He was not young but worked relentlessly to the 
point of exhaustion. The captain was lying in the scuppers wounded and died soon afterwards. 

 
     George Boniface   all of smoke he saw a rowing boat with one man at the oars five 
five minutes to get away from the Neptuna. Then through a pall of smoke, he saw a rowing boat 
with one man at the oars coming towards him. He was pulled aboard and with three others was 
dumped at the rocks below the Darwin Police Station. The boatman took off again to save others. 

The HMAS Barossa was on fire, its smoke and noise 
adding to the turmoil. Its crew was frantically casting off the 
mooring lines to let it drift free before the Neptuna exploded. 
 The pumps needed to fight the fire could not be 
operated and as the fire roared towards the aft holds, survival 
became a race against time. Realizing nothing could be done to 
save the ship, they could only see that every wounded man had 
a life jacket and the order rang out “Abandon Ship! Every man 
for himself!” 
 George jumped into the harbour and swam for about  
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 As they clambered ashore, the Neptuna blew up with the most terrific explosion. Flame, 
smoke and debris rose in a mushroom cloud, three or four hundred feet in the air. They took 
cover among the rocks as shrapnel from the explosion 
 fell all around them.      
 From the road above they witnessed the awful 
spectacle. The destroyer, USS Peary, was sinking stern 
first, but they could see the flash of her guns still firing 
as she went down. The oil tanker, British Motorist, was 
ablaze. The hospital ship, Manunda, was damaged. The 
Tulagi was aground on a sandbank. The Barossa was  
well alight and HMT Zealandia was sinking. The                                           
Mauna Loa and the USAT Meigs were sinking2.    The Neptuna exploding 
 Of the 45 ships in the harbour, 16 were bombed and 7 sank at their moorings. Altogether, 
238 lives were lost, most being members of ship’s crews. The Neptuna lost 11 of its 22 officers 
and 25 of its 104 Chinese crewmen.  
 The rescuer in the rowing boat was David Henderson. He had been an orphan raised in the 
William Thompson Masonic School. He was a wild young fellow who went adventuring in the 
Northern Territory and in 1942 was working as a Darwin wharf labourer. He was very athletic 
and under the professional name of Dave Sandos won both the welter weight and middle weight 
wrestling championships of the Northern Territory. On the day of the air raid he manned a rowing 
boat and was responsible for the single handed rescue of 18 injured men from Darwin Harbour. 
He also swam 400 metres to rescue another man who unfortunately died before they reached the 
shore. He was awarded a civilian bravery medal. 
 The initial raid ceased at 10.30 am, but at 11.50 am two formations, each of 27 land based 
bombers passed over very high with anti aircraft shells exploding below them. Their target was 
the RAAF Airfield. 
 This was the first of 97 air raids on the Australian mainland. More bombs fell on Darwin 
than fell on Pearl Harbour, but at Pearl Harbour the death toll was far greater. 
 The town was decimated. A direct hit destroyed the Darwin Post Office, killing the 
postmaster, his family and all the staff. Rations were short as the Neptuna was carrying food 
supplies. Those with non life threatening injuries could not be treated until the next day as the 
hospital staff frantically worked on the seriously wounded. 
 George was evacuated to Alice Springs aboard a canvas covered army truck with 
survivors from the oil tanker, British Motorist, who kept their spirits up by singing ribald songs to 
the tune of a mouth organ. He was the first survivor of the Neptuna to reach Sydney and tell his 
story to the Burns Philip Office, the Institute of Marine and Power Engineers and the Marine 
Transport Board. 
 George Wesley Boniface died in Wollongong NSW on February 2, 2007. 
BEVERLEY EARNSHAW 
 
1  These carriers were all sunk during the Battle of Midway in June, 1942 
2  The wrecks of these two ships are now popular dive sites in Darwin Harbour. 
 
Bibliography: 
George Boniface submitted his reminiscences in a writing competition conducted by the Department of Veterans’ 
Affairs in 1999. Beverley Earnshaw was the judge.  
In 1987 she had been commissioned to write the history of the William Thompson Masonic School and after finding 
an account of David Henderson’s heroic rescue in the Masonian Magazine, included it in her book, A Start in Life, 
published in 1988. 
She wrote to George Boniface, who did not know who his rescuer was. This letter along with George’s essay has 
been included in an Occasional Paper by Wendy James OAM launched at the Northern Territory Library on August 
19, 2015.    
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          It’s that Time Again! 
Our Christmas Party this year will be held at 
Bexley RSL, 24 Stoney Creek Road, Bexley 
at 12 noon on Thursday, December 10th, 2015. 
            (Parking available under the Club) 
             Cost $25 
There will be competitions, prizes, a lucky door 
prize and a bumper Christmas Dinner, plus a 
fun time to be had by all. 
 
RSVP by 20th November.  Book with Mavis  
at the meeting or phone 9546 5704. 
     Leaflet enclosed 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bulletin Board 
 
Adele Ryan, who looks after our Mondays at the Museum has just returned from a 
holiday in Italy. Welcome back, Adele. 
 
It was great to have Janette Hollebone with us at the Garden Party at Karuah. 
Janette is diligently doing her exercises and we look forward to having her company 
at the meetings again. We miss you, Janette. 
 
Harvey and Velda Langford took off on a cruise on October 31st. 
 
We’ve had no reports this month of anybody sick or in trouble – so isn’t that good? 
 
Garry Darby has now published his essay, Rocky Point Road: The First 50 Years 
– 1839 – 1889, which gained him first prize in the Ron Rathbone Award for Local 
History. The book went on sale for the first time on Kogarah Historical Society’s 
Celebration Day, price $20. Copies are available from the author, ph.9587 9909. 
 
The 2016 Oatley Historical Calendar is now available for $10. See Rodger 
Robertson or go to Mullane’s Pharmacy and Remedy, Oatley. 

 

 

What’s On 
 

The St.George Art Society will be holding its Annual Exhibition at Kogarah 
School of Arts on November 7/8. 
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FROM THE HONOUR ROLL OF OUR WORLD WAR I ‘DIGGERS’ 
 

Private Stuart Joseph Kennedy, 3rd Battalion, AIF, from Bayview St, Arncliffe gave his 
occupation as  ‘engineer’ when he enlisted as a 22 year-old, within a month of the outbreak of war, on 31 
August 1914. He landed on Gallipoli on 19 July 1915, and just over 3 weeks later he received a shrapnel 
wound to his left forearm, necessitating evacuation and hospitalization. Subsequently he would receive a 
special mention for conspicuous gallantry. He was a member of the AIF for more than 4 years, and in all 
that time would never go AWL (Absent Without Leave). Nor would he be found guilty of any other 
charge. In none of this is he especially different from most other volunteers from the St George district. At 
the beginning of his career, however, he would be charged with a serious offence and brought before a 
court martial, on 14 January 1915. The charge was: ‘using insubordinate language to a superior officer’, 
viz. 

At Mena Camp [in Egypt] on the 14th day of January 1915 at 11.15 A.M. when on 
company parade an order was given by Captain Lamb, Private Kennedy immediately 
said “Yes, you bastard”. This was in response to Captain Lamb’s command. On return to 
Camp Captain Lamb ordered Private Kennedy into arrest. 

Kennedy’s defence was that: 
I am not accused rightly by saying I called Captain Lamb a bastard, I called my mate 
Pte. Henri Masurier a silly bastard for hitting me on the head with his rifle. 

Kennedy called Masurier as a witness, and the following exchange occurred: 
Accused: Was I (accused) struck by a rifle? 
Witness: Yes. 
Accused: What remark did I make to you at the time? 
Witness: He said: “You bastard”.  
Prosecutor: Was it your rifle that hit accused? 
Witness: Yes it was my rifle. 
Prosecutor: Did you think that remark referred to you? 
Witness: Yes. 
Prosecutor: Do you (accused) hold any ill will towards Capt. Lamb? 
Accused: No. 
Prosecutor: If you were struck by a rifle is that the proper language to use? 
Accused: No but it is often used among us. 
Prosecutor: Did you use the language referred to in the charge? 
Accused: Yes. 

The court found Kennedy not guilty. Then the story has an interesting twist. Subsequently 
Kennedy transferred to the Anzac Provost Corps, i.e. he became a policeman whose job it was to 
enforce military regulations!  
 
This case demonstrates more than simply Kennedy’s innocence: on the surface it exudes an 
appealing sense of naiveté that seemingly characterized his behaviour and that of his mates; the 
particular episode invokes pictures of a type of slap-stick comedy that a modern audience would 
associate with an earlier, more innocent age. And it sits well with the popular image of the 
‘digger’ that has been passed down to the present: a bit of a larrikin, laconic, understated, with a 
dry sense of humour, basically honest, motivated by mateship.    
 
If you would like to read Stuart Kennedy’s original AIF personnel dossier, it can be viewed on‐
line, by going to the National Archives of Australia site and selecting ‘First Australian Imperial 
Forces personnel dossiers’ – then for ‘Name Search’ type in ‘Kennedy’ (for World War I), and 
for ‘Refine this research result’ provide his AIF service number ‘1352’.  
 
DAVID MARTIN 
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        Vale Bob Whan AM 
 
Bob Whan passed away on 4 October, 2015. He had been a member of KHS for 
several years and members had had the opportunity to hear him speak twice, once 
on the history of wool and then an impromptu but entertaining account of his time  
living on King Island with its many characters and stories. 
 During his career he made a major contribution to the wool industry, was  
the Member for Eden-Monaro in the Whitlam Government, and Executive Director 
of the Australian Council for Overseas Aid. He then moved to Sydney and became  
head of the NSW Dairy Corporation and later enjoyed eight years as chief of staff 
to the NSW Minister for Agriculture and Corrective Services. He was a  
Life Member of the Labor Party and the Benevolent Society. 
 He and Gill (our Secretary) were married for 53 years and had two children and four 
grandchildren. He had a capacity for telling stories and loved to have ‘real’ conversations with people. He 
will be very much missed. Rest in peace Bob Whan. 

Robert Bruce (Bob) Whan AM 5 January, 1933 – 4 October, 2015 
__________ 

 

                                                                         Trivia Quiz 
 
                                              What river runs in which city? 
 
                                             1.  New York    7.  Berlin 
                                             2.  Edinburgh  8.  Moscow 
                                             3.  Glasgow   9.  Vienna 
                                             4.  Dublin   10. Belgrade 
                                             5.  Perth   11. Alice Springs 
                                             6.  Christchurch NZ  12. Shanghai 
 

                       
  __________ 

 
 
Does Anyone Have Memories of Moorefield Racecourse to Share with Me ?  
 
I aim to have my History of Moorefield Racecourse (1888-1951) completed by Christmas time.  
I am hopeful that I will be able to launch my book on July 14 2016, 65 years to the date of the 
last race meeting at Moorefield Racecourse, Kogarah. The book will be launched in the James 
Cook Boys High School Assembly Hall. James Cook Boys High School will be celebrating 60 
years of education later next year.  
If anyone has any memories/anecdotes that they would like to share with me, please contact me 
in the near future. This is a last call for information. I can be reached at my email address 
ko77582@bigpond.net.au. or by my mobile 0409361090. 
 A Facebook page titled Moorefield Racecourse, Kogarah, has been set up recently. Please 
forward the site on to others who may be interested.   
Anne Field  
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Jewfish Bay and Oatley Park Baths 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    Jewfish Bay Baths                         

The Swimming Club was formed at a time when Oatley had no real entertainment. The Club 
was formed to provide swimming events and training and also to provide entertainment by way 
of dances, movie nights, card and bingo nights and excursions to other swimming clubs and 
events. In the 1930s a bus would run on the weekends from Oatley Station to the baths bringing 
people from all over Sydney. 

 By 1927 the netting had been extended beyond its original limited area and during the 
depression construction work on the foreshore and the building of roads and a “Castle” with a 
kiosk, made the Park and the beach more popular. Hundreds of people would come to the baths 
on the weekend to swim casually and in the Club’s competitions. 

On the northern side of Georges River is a 
native park created in 1887 on a headland. It 
consists of 45 hectares of native bush tracks 
and amenities for the public to enjoy. The park 
is maintained by Hurstville Council. To the 
east of the park is Jewfish Bay which is named 
after the adjacent headland. 

 One of the features is a beach and long 
shark proof net. This is known as Sandy Beach 
and has been the home of Oatley Amateur 
Swimming Club since 1927. 

 From the 1930s, Club members would also catch prawns inside the netting. The netting 
has proved an issue with original iron mesh rusting very quickly in the salty water. It was 
replaced in 1980 with a fiberglass mesh. In 1946 races were suspended due the poor quality of 
the netting. 

 The Club needed a turning board at the 50 yard mark and this proved a difficult task. The 
turning board consisted of 44-gallon drums lashed together but they rusted quickly. These were 
replaced by steel pontoons but these also rusted quickly. 

 The dressing sheds at the beach are a public facility with showers and toilets. The original 
sheds were of galvanized iron and could only fit a few people at the same time. The Club used 
its facilities in Woonona Parade for a clubhouse and storage area until the present room at the 
beach was constructed. The clubhouse was used for social activities especially in the off-season.   

 By the 1950s the Club provided movies. “Flicks for Nix” was the advertising line. Also 
they produced a newspaper called “Splash” which would provide information on the swimming 
competition results and the social events and other administrative matters.  The Club ran regular 
life saving classes under the authority of the Royal NSW Lifesaving Society. Also they ran 
“Learn to Swim” classes to teach local children how to swim etc. 

 Throughout its existence the Club members participated in sporting teams in soccer, 
netball, water polo and Rugby League.  

 The Founding Father of the Club is considered to be Hedley Mallard who later became 
Mayor of Hurstville Council. This began a long and excellent arrangement between the Club 
and the Council over provision of facilities and maintenance at the beach. Ray Stevens was a 
member for over 50 years. He was President from 1961 to 2002 and served as Treasurer and 
Secretary before 1961. Club member Frank Stevens was selected in the Australian swimming 
team for the 1950 Commonwealth Games. 

 The Club premises purchased in the 1930s was used as a Kindergarten for many years 
before being sold in 2002. 
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 The Club’s history had a very strong beginning and even during the Depression it 
flourished. Post WW2 it was also strong but went through a low period in the 1970s. It turned its 
low period round by the 1980s and has flourished ever since. It now has over 100 members who 
meet regularly during the summer for a structured swimming competition and social events 
afterwards.  

RODGER ROBERTSON 

Sources:   George River magazine, The Leader newspaper  February 2011 

History of Oatley Amateur Swimming Club – Ray Stevens unpublished document. 

Oatley Writes- 150th  Anniversary 1833-1983  Edited by Noel Donnan and Keith Heckenburg. 

History of Oatley Amateur Swimming Club and records – unpublished by Rodger Robertson 

Oatley Heritage and Historical Society records. www.oatleyhistory.org.au 

 

STREET NAMES IN OATLEY‐ a history 
 

The street names in Oatley have a fascinating story. The names of streets in West and East 
Oatley have different stories. This article doesn’t name all Oatley Streets but covers many where 
research has discovered the basis of their names! 

 Firstly East Oatley, as the timing of these is older than those of west of the railway line. 
The names were often thought to be James Oatley’s children’s names but this is far from the 
facts. James Oatley died in 1838 and there is little evidence he ever came to the Oatley area. His 
son sold the land around Oatley to Charles Cecil Griffiths. Griffiths had knowledge of the new 
railway line being planned for the south from Sydney. Oatley had few residents in the 1870s and 
the new railway began the suburb’s development. The street layout in 1880s was planned under 
Griffiths’ and the names of the following streets have been found to be named after his relatives. 

 In 1886 the following streets were named. The girls names ran north south and the boys’ 
names ran east west. 

LETITIA, ROSA, ADA, ANNETTE, LOUISA, BLANCHE AND ALICE 

FREDERICK, NEVILLE, CHARLES, HERBERT, ALGERNON, RUSSELL, WILLIAM, 
CECIL. 

 These 1886 names are for CHARLES CECIL Griffith’s family. FREDERICK, WILLIAM 
RUSSELL, HERBERT, and George NEVILLE were brothers, LETITIA a sister. One of 
Charles’ nieces was ADA and a wife was LOUISA and a sister in law was ANNETTE. 

 The original Cecil Street soon changed to WYONG Street and William Street changed to 
KITCHENER Street after WW1. ASQUITH Street was renamed at the same time from Alice 
Street. One opinion was that this was in response to a move to take the German factor out of the 
names. Of course the Royal Family did a similar thing by changing their name to Windsor! 
There is also a street in West Oatley called GRIFFITHS and the origin here is clear. PHIPPS and 
CLIFTON streets were named after local Oatley residents. 

 In West Oatley the initial subdivision was in 1890 and the streets named after Australian 
native flora viz WARATAH, YARRAN, MYRTLE, MIMOSA, MULGA, MI MI, ACACIA, 
MYALL.  WORONORA Parade is possibly named because it ran towards the Woronora River. 

 The next naming group is from an area west of Gungah Bay road. This area was not part 
of the Oatley estate purchased by Griffiths but it was opened up post WW1. So the names reflect 
the times – LLOYD after Lloyd George the UK PM and DOUGLAS HAIG after the British 
Field Marshall. LLEWELLYN was named after a ship that survived a torpedo attack. 
BOORARA was a war supply ship and VICTORY is clearly a WW1 outcome. 

The next group belongs to the area around MARINE Drive. They are mainly named after 
various Hurstville councillors, MALLARD, MACKEN, BURKE, FREEMAN and BAKER. 
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RAYMOND is perhaps a misspelling of Alderman Rayment. 

 Just to the north of this are BAY, GLEN and WATERFALL, named after local features 
and streets leading to Oatley Park are suitably named PARK Street and OATLEY PARK Road. 

 Finally DAME MARY GILMORE DRIVE was renamed in 1954 and the Lady, at the age 
of 92, attended a ceremony for this. She had donated a seat in the park. She was the famous 
Australian poet and writer who appeared on the 1993 ten dollar note.  

RODGER ROBERTSON, with special thanks and acknowledgement to research done by 
Janille Crane and Betty Goodger for the Oatley Heritage Group in 1998. 
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  Our Highly Successful Garden Party 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We don’t need Buckingham Palace as a venue for an enjoyable garden party. Our garden party 
at Karuah hosted by Dr Terry and Mrs Suzanne O’Connor was an outstanding success. The 
Society would like to express its thanks to Terry and Suzanne O’Connor for inviting us into their 
lovely historic home. 

 About 60 Society members and their friends gathered in the garden at Karuah, 52 English 
Street, Carlton on Saturday, September 12, 2015. The weather was ideal, the flowers were in 
bloom and the guests enjoyed afternoon tea at small tables dotted across the lawn. The catering, 
provided by society members, was more than adequate. 

 Karuah is the grand mansion built in 1882 or 1883 by local pioneer, James English, who 
intended to make it his family home. But when his first two wives both died in childbirth, James 
lost heart and offered the house for rental. 

 The house is a two-storey Italianate mansion with a rendered brick façade, scribed to give 
it the appearance of stone. The street elevation comprises a two-storey splayed front with bay 
windows on one side, while the upper level veranda with its bull nose iron roof still has the 
original filigree metal balustrade. Guests entered through a stained glass front door to inspect the 
downstairs rooms which have pressed metal ceilings and deep cornices. On the sitting room wall 
is a print of a painting by Elioth Gruner. 

 The first tenant was the sports loving William Balcombe, a descendant of an old Colonial 
family. He was particularly interested in aquatic sports such as rowing. 

 In 1897 the house was rented by the recently widowed John Sale, an accountant and 
auditor by profession, who was Mayor of Kogarah from 1896 to1897. His late wife, Annie 
Varney, was a great niece of Sir Henry Parkes who had brought Sale to NSW to take up a 
government position. 

 The next nine years saw five more tenants, until James English sold the house to local 
timber merchant, Percy Tanner, in 1917. Again the house served as a Mayoral Residence when 
Tanner became Mayor of Kogarah from 1922 to 1926. At the rear of the premises was a 
vegetable garden, a fowl run and an old coach house and stables which had living quarters for a 
coachman or groom. Later, Tanner converted the coach house into a double garage and put in a 
grass tennis court. 

 In 1948 Tanner arranged to sell the house to well known local medical specialist, Dr Noel 
Saxby, but he died the night before the contract was signed. However, after much negotiation 
the Saxby family acquired the house and remained there until 1969 when they sold to Dr & Mrs 
Terence O’Connor, the current owners. 

 The O’Connors are mindful of the long history of Karuah and are fiercely protective of its 
heritage value. 

Beverley Earnshaw 
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Our Karuah Garden Party 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   A Sparkling Day 

 
         
        Thank you Suzanne & Terry 
        O’Connor for opening your 
        lovely home to us. 
         
 
 
 
 
 
 
        The flowers were a picture 
         
            
             
                                                                                                        Happy faces  
        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          Smiles all round  
 
    
                   Someone’s tongue is hanging 
                                                                                                  out for a cup of  tea  
 
 
 
   
 
 
        Dr Terry O’Connor addresses the guests. 
  
       Dr Terry O’Connor addresses the guests    
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