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Meetings and Speakers 

Thursday 11 February 2016 

Carolyn Davy – Captain Cook’s 

“Endeavour” on the reef, 1770. 

Thursday 10 March 2016 

Annual General Meeting.  John Johnson 

- “What’s going on in our area in 2016”

Meetings start at 2pm in the School of Arts, Bowns Rd/Queens Ave Kogarah. Enjoy the speaker, then 

chat over afternoon tea.  A short business meeting follows. Apologies for non-attendance at meetings 

should go to the Secretary, Gill Whan (9546 4623).   Visitors welcome. 

Find us on Facebook  

Celebration Day at Carss Cottage – 31 October 2015.  Pipers from St George Sutherland Pipe Band lead us to 

the grave of William Carss for a wreath laying ceremony (story inside p.10) 

http://www.kogarah.historicalsociety.com/
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Mondays at the Museum 

21 March 2016 -  

The first Monday at the Museum will be 21
st
 of March instead of the usual fourth Monday due 

to Easter.  The speaker will be confirmed at the next meeting and in the next newsletter.  As 

always we will start at 10 am with morning tea in the courtyard and stay outside for the speaker 

if the weather permits.  Cost is $5 which covers morning tea and gives you the chance to win a 

door prize. Please book as space is limited and it helps with catering.  To reserve your place, 

ring Adele Ryan on 9529 6730 or leave a message on her answering machine.  

Sunday Museum Roster 

 

January 2016 February 2016 

3
rd

       
 
Carole Tier & Ken Grieve 7

th
     

 
Gill Whan & Deirdre Schroeder  

10
th

  Mavis Ward & Betty Reynolds
 

14
th

     
 
Adele Ryan & Lawrie Corry 

17
th

     
 Betty Goodger & Pat Young

  
21

st
      

 
Betty Goodger & Pat Young 

24
th

     
 
Warren & Irene Selmon 

 

28
th

   
 

Warren & Irene Selmon  

 31
st
   Cath and Leo Sullivan  

Hours 1 pm – 5 pm.  

Problems – If you need to exchange days with someone please try and 

do so between yourselves, otherwise contact Gill Whan, 9546 4623 

Current Committee 2015 (*denotes Executive) 

President:* Beverley Earnshaw Ph: 9546 1091 

Vice Presidents:* Vacant  

Secretary:* Gill Whan Ph: 9546 4623 

Treasurer:* Cath Sullivan Ph: 9579 6149 

Public Officer* Janette Hollebone Ph: 9529 7117 

Committee Members: Beryl Butters, Lawrie Corry, Trudy Johns, Rodger Robertson, Adele 
Ryan, Carole Tier, Mavis Ward, Pat Young 

                         Committee meeting venues 

8 Feb 7.00pm Beverley Earnshaw, 15 Hamer St., Kogarah Bay (9546 1091) 

7 Mar 7.00pm Pat Young, 25 Culver St., Monterey (9588 5835) 

11 Apr7.00 pm Gill Whan, 11 Dewrang Street, Carss Park (9546 4623) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notice of Annual General Meeting 

10 March 2016 at 2pm 

All positions vacant, please consider nominating 

for the Committee to keep our Society viable. 
 

 
 
A
b
o
v
e
:
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Mary Andrews Retirement Village, South Hurstville 

Who was Mary Andrews? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

On May 1
st
, 1989 a new 4-Star Motel, The King George International, opened at 857-861 King 

Georges Road, South Hurstville. Its advertising boasted an indoor heated pool, undercover 

parking, restaurant and bar all at a cost of $69 per night. It operated as a motel for only 5 years. In 

1995 it was purchased by Anglican Retirement Villages for refurbishment as a retirement hostel. 

 The hostel opened in 1996 and was given the name Mary Andrews Village.  

But who was Mary Andrews and what did she do to justify a large retirement complex 

being named after her? Mary Andrews was a Deaconess, a missionary, and a fierce exponent of 

women’s rights, both in Australia and overseas. 

 Mary Maria Andrews was born on March 20, 1915 at Dry Plains Station, Cooma, eldest 

of five children. In 1923 their home was razed by fire and the family moved to Berridale. The 

great depression forced them to move again to Sydney where Mary attended Hornsby Girls High 

School. While there she gained an overwhelming conviction to go to the mission field some day. 

 With her sights firmly set on missionary service, Mary set about gaining qualifications 

she could use in that calling. Mary commenced work in the Admission Ward of Gladesville 

Psychiatric Hospital on her 18
th

 birthday. At Sydney University she undertook a course in tropical 

medicine and surgery which she passed on September 16, 1935. Following this she enrolled as a 

student at the Sydney Missionary and Bible Training College, gained her diploma, and now she 

was ready and qualified for missionary service. On her 21
st
 birthday she applied to the Church 

Missionary Society as a candidate for Mission to China. More study followed at Deaconess 

House and as a student Deaconess she worked among those forced by the depression to settle in 

the unemployment camp at Yarra Bay. 

 On September 13, 1938 Mary sailed for China aboard the Nellore even though war had 

erupted between China and Japan. After 9 months in language school in Beijing she was posted 

to Pei-te-her, but when the European war broke out in 1939, she was placed under house arrest. 

She escaped to Shaihaewan then to Shanghi and the British Embassy. 

 She moved on to Lin Hai in Chekiang Provence where she had to master the Taichowese 

dialect, and took charge of a boarding school for girls. In 1941 the Japanese landed at nearby 

Haimen. As their boats came up the river the people fled but the missionaries had to stay as they 

were responsible for 100 young girls. With their village now being looted by the Japanese Army, 

the missionaries decided to go straight to the Japanese Commander. They carried a note written 

in Chinese asking “Where is your Commander?” They found his command post and from a 

Japanese/English dictionary pointed to the word ‘protection’. The Commander understood and 

had notices in Japanese posted on the gates and doors of the mission buildings and the hospital. 

The Japanese stayed only four days, taking with them everything they could carry. 

 In April 1942 the first allied bombing raids on Japan took place. An American plane 
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returning from the mission had crashed into the sea about three days’ journey from Lin Hai. The 

air crew had been rescued and five badly wounded men were being brought to the village by 

sedan chair. One man was in a particularly bad way. In the hospital, Mary stood behind him, 

holding his head while his leg was amputated without 

anaesthetic. The missionaries nursed them and their actions 

inspired the book, Thirty Seconds over Tokyo, which later 

became a Hollywood Movie. By 1945 conditions in China were 

extremely dangerous and Mary was evacuated to India where she 

worked with Deaconesses in Lahore among destitute women and 

children. Inspired by their work she returned home in 1946 and 

was ordained a Deaconess. 

 In 1947 she returned to China as a teacher but in 1948 the 

Communists took over. They interrogated and harassed her and 

she was tried in absentia for imperialism, but found not guilty. 

 In 1950 she took charge of the Chinese Parish of Shaohsing which had 2 city churches 

and 5 smaller branches. It was the first time a woman had held such a high position. But in 1951 

she was forced back to Australia. To her frustration she found she was unable to use her 

experience, as women were denied leadership roles in the Australian church. She worked 

tirelessly to elevate the status of women in the church. 

 She supported the Movement for the Ordination of Women, but discouraged aggression 

which she believed alienated both men and women from the cause. Believing that Australian 

women should take part in more international and ecumenical activities, in 1957 she joined the 

Women’s Interchurch Council, a group devoted to bringing women together across 

denominational, cultural and racial barriers. She represented this body three times at overseas 

conferences.  

 In 1972 she was elected Vice President of the World Federation of Deaconesses with 

special concern for the Asia/Pacific region. She was then appointed to a study commission of 

Deaconesses which met with members of both Roman Catholic and Protestant communities to 

share their aims and goals. In this capacity she travelled to New Zealand, London and Versailles. 

Between 1967 and 1991 Mary travelled overseas 17 times on behalf of Australian women’s 

organizations. 

 In 1978 she travelled to Zambia as Australian liaison officer for the Women’s World Day 

of Prayer. She was always very proud that she had met Nelson Mandela. 

 In 1980 Mary Andrews was awarded the Order of Australia for services to religion. In 

1993 she was selected as a World Intellectual by the International Biographical Centre in 

Cambridge, England and in 1994 she was declared International Woman of the Year. 

 Mary Andrews died on October 16, 1996. Following her death, Deaconess House was 

renamed Mary Andrews College and the new Anglican retirement complex at Blakehurst was 

named Mary Andrews Village. 

Beverley Earnshaw  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Around 50 KHS people enjoyed a great Christmas celebration over lunch at the Bexley RSL 

club on 10 December.  Mavis Ward had organized an excellent day with good food, drinks, 

lots of team work needed to solve the ‘brain teasers’ presented and prizes galore.  Once again, 

thanks Mavis. 

Happy New Year to you all 
We look forward to your participation in Kogarah Historical Society in 2016. 
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ROYAL AUSTRALIAN HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

Conference 23-25 October 2015 
By Betty Goodger 

The venue was in Bankstown, at the Bankstown Sports Club.  As I am a Life Member of the 

Bankstown Historical Society, this was a happy occasion for me to renew acquaintances. 

It was somewhat disappointing that only about 34 societies were represented while almost 

300 are affiliated with the Royal.  Most had a table selling their publications.  It is a wonderful 

opportunity to see what has been published on local history and I was delighted at the quality of 

the publications.  Hearing of the activities of other societies is both interesting and inspiring. 

The theme of the conference was Migration matters.  The opening speaker was David Hill 

who spoke of his own experiences as a child brought to Australia under the Fairbridge Farm 

School Scheme and his research to write his book, The Forgotten Children. It was a very moving 

experience as he highlighted the fact that the children were fed, sheltered and taught a trade, but 

never experienced the loving touch of family life. 

In other sessions, three speakers shared their personal experiences as migrants.  Members 

will remember Judith Dunn of Parramatta Historical Society, who mounted a display of a battered 

suitcase packed with the memories of life in England.  Her own one-permitted suitcase contained 

clothes and prized books! Linda Myring told of her family’s escape from Vietnam and her 

puzzlement at the houses.  She had seen many postcards, all depicting the Opera House, and this 

was what the child had expected as domestic housing.  Eleanor Menton was a High School 

teacher in the Philippines and since the pay was so poor, migrated to New South Wales and 

enjoyed a long career here.  Her problem was that she discovered she spoke American English 

and had to learn Australian! 

There were several sessions on the various aspects of migration : Sue Rosen, author of the 

book, Bankstown: A Sense of Identity, spoke on the Immigrant Experience in Bankstown;  Tim 

Carroll used the results of an Oral History project, where High School students interviewed 

elderly migrants, often in their own language, then produced short plays.  Leonie Knaperman 

showed us The Government’s Hand in the 19
th

 Century Migration to Australia using statistics 

beginning in 1831.  Bruce Pennay used photographs to show how Government propaganda 

photos of migrant camps differed from family photos, but stressed that, in spite of hardship, the 

migrants began to assimilate into the broader community, forming friendships that endured. 

Another session dealt with museums.  Sarah Jane Rennie, of Sydney Living Museums 

(formerly the Historic Homes Trust) spoke on The Importance of Significance Assessment,  

stressing that every item in the collection should have a short statement of why it is in the 

collection, its importance, provenance, historical or social significance and condition. Her 

examples included repairs to furnishings at Meroogal, a house at Nowra, where the spinsters of a 

family lived in genteel poverty.  Should the repairs indicate new or mended?  The Eden Killer 

Whale Museum at Eden shows the significance of Old Tom, the killer whale, not only to the 

Museum but to the tourist activity of the town.  

Paul MacPherson, of the NSW Australian Football Association, spoke on a topic of 

interest to KHS, The Other Side of Collecting, refusing, replacing and de-accessioning historical 

material.  His Society has a firm idea of their purpose and do not accept any material that does 

not fit.  For example, they would not accept a collection of undated newcuttings.  He praised the 

resource tool, Trove, and its value in dating. 

Jean Winston, of the Mt Victoria and District Historical Society, told of their museum, 

housed in the 16 rooms of the old railway station.  They got professional help through a Federal 
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grant but manage with a small number of volunteers. Anne Parry, of the Federation of Australian 

Historical Societies, talked of the difficulties of getting schools into our museums now that bus 

hire has become so expensive. They are attempting to overcome this by taking boxes of items to 

the schools.  Volunteers demonstrate, using gloves, even for items such as a flatiron, in order to 

impress on the students its historical importance. Wayne Peake spoke of his family who gave the 

name to our neighbouring suburb, Peakhurst.  He has published a book, Wand’rin’ Star. Wild 

Jack Peake in 2015. 

The last speaker was Ben Mercer, of Ancestry and the magazine, Inside History.  He 

reminded us that resources are being continually added to Ancestry and the newest is the 

application of DNA testing now available at a cost of c.$180 

An important part of the Conference is the awarding of grants and Certificates of 

Achievement. I was proud to accept the Certificate awarded to JANETTE HOLLEBONE, as 

she was unable to attend the session. 

The 2015 Conference ran smoothly, to time, and I found much of interest in the speakers.  

Day One concluded with a short bus tour of Bankstown, for much of which I found myself lost 

amid the new buildings and demography!  In 2016 the Illawarra Historical Society will host the 

next Conference at Wollongong. 

 

 

Trivia 
 

1.  Treaty of ………….  was a defining agreement between Maori chiefs and the British colonists 

– name it? Date which is now the National day of NZ? 

2.  What does the Australian Constitution say about NZ? 

3.  The water between the North and South Island is called? And ferries pass across it between 

which ports. 

4.  The highest Mountain is called in English and Maori? 

5.  What is the capital of NZ? And which Island is it on. 

6.  One Tree Hill is in which NZ city? How many trees on the hill? 

7.  Mt Taranaki, Nguaruhoe, and Tongariro are three volcanoes on the North Island- which two 

are the closed? And what is the old English name for Taranaki? 

8.  The lake adjacent to Queenstown is called- and nearby Wanaka town has a lake- its name? 

9.  When was universal suffrage introduced into NZ?  

10. NZ land is on two of the Earth’s tectonic plates and these are moving in different directions, 

hence the volcanic and earthquake activity- name the two plates? 

11. New Zealand has had two female Prime Ministers? Their names? 

12. Which Prime Minister said – New Zealand immigrants to Australia raised the IQ of both 

nations”? 
 
Answers: 
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Book Review 
 

MONASH, The Soldier Who Shaped Australia by Grantlee Kieza, 2015 

After reading Monash I was watching the Prime Minister’s cricket XI with some engineer friends 

when I realised “Engineers make great Generals!” After you read this very well written story the 

reason will become apparent. Monash starts life in the company of the infamous Kelly family in 

Jerilderie in country NSW. Throughout the book the author puts the life of Monash in a 

contemporary setting and many household names in Australia are put in their real life context. 

In the early years Monash studied engineering and law at Melbourne University and at the same 

time was involved in several business ventures, the militia (gearing up to fight the Russians!) and 

several intimate (and scandalous) relationships; often at the same time. 

As you travel around the city of Melbourne and pass 

building sites keep an eye out for Monier building 

products. Part of the success Monash enjoyed came from 

purchasing a patent from Monier (a Frenchman) that 

eventually changed the building industry and the 

cityscape. Janevale Bridge, Laanecoorie in Victoria is a 

fine example of his engineering skills. 

But then, in 1914 fate intervened, with the outbreak of 

World War One. Monash is appointed to lead the 4
th

 

Infantry Brigade and in 1915 is sent to Gallipoli. The author describes the Gallipoli experience 

with great candour and it is a story of tragedy and heroism that gives you an insight into the 

strength of the ANZAC tradition. 

In the suburb of Campbell in the ACT the streets are named after World War One generals and it 

was Brudenell White of White Crescent that planned the successful evacuation of Gallipoli. 

In the years spent in Gallipoli, Monash absorbed the hard lessons of warfare that were to serve 

him and the Australian troops well in the European theatre. The author covers this period in detail 

and gives you an insight into the brilliance of Monash in leading the Australian contingent. A 

visit to the World War One galleries in the Australian War Memorial is a must after finishing this 

book! The picture from the Western front shows Monash 

decorating a soldier on the battlefield. 

Monash returned to Australia as Sir John Monash and 

was instrumental in setting up the electrical grid in 

Victoria by building power stations that used the local 

reserves of coal. In the latter part of his life Monash 

comments “How Australia lacks innovation” and that 

brings us immediately into 2016! 

This is a very well written book and one that takes little 

effort to read and enjoy and at the same time appreciate the historical significance of the era. 

Andrew Papworth 

 
 
 
 

Janevale Bridge, Laanecoorie VIC 3463 

acknowledgement vhd.heritage.vic.gov.au 

Did you know that in the 1400’s a law was set forth in England that a man was allowed to 

beat his wife with a stick no thicker than his thumb.  Hence we have ‘the rule of thumb’! 
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The History of the Sydney Mechanics' School of Arts 

This article is taken from a talk given by Winsome Allen, Vice President of the SMSA 

 to the Kogarah Historical Society in November 2015 

Sydney Mechanics’ School of Arts has been operating for 182 years and has the longest-running 

lending library in Australia. Its name is usually shortened to either SMSA or ‘the School’. 

Winsome Allen recalled how she had discovered the SMSA in George Street in 1992 

having been intrigued by a sign saying "Private Library - join $6 a year or $10 for three years". 

Although the entrance was dark and dingy, when she entered the very small library, the librarians 

had greeted her with such genuine enthusiasm and warmth that she immediately fell in love with 

the place and joined. 

No-one had mentioned the Sydney Mechanics’ School of Arts, its history, its background 

or its other activities.  When the SMSA moved into the new premises at 280 Pitt Street, she 

started to attend the talks which had recently been re-introduced. Only then, when speaking with 

a staff member, did she become aware of the true significance of the SMSA. 

The SMSA was founded in 1833. That is: 

 2 years before the city of Melbourne, which was founded in 1835 

 15 years before Ludwig Leichardt’s ill-fated attempt to cross the Australian continent in 1848  

 17 years before the University of Sydney and 

 21 years before the Eureka Stockade. 

It is the 5
th

 oldest organisation in Australia and has held an account at the Bank of NSW (now 

Westpac), since May 1833 making it the bank’s second oldest customer. Only Sydney Hospital’s 

account pre-dates SMSA.  

Its beginnings 

According to newspaper reports Sydney Mechanics’ School of Arts was founded in 1833 

on a dark and stormy night.  We are told that 200 people attended the first meeting, including 

Henry Carmichael who had originally seen the need for a School of Arts in Sydney and 

spearheaded the movement to provide educational opportunities to the working classes.  

The attendees of the meeting were the leaders of society and mechanics – all men of 

course. If any women were present, they remained unrecorded and quietly behind the scenes.  

Major Thomas Mitchell, the surveyor general, was acclaimed as the first President, and 

Governor Bourke consented to become the first patron. Another member of the founding 

Committee was Williams Carss (our very own) as a representative of the Tradesmen. 

Schools of Arts and Mechanics’ Institutes came out of a progressive and forward-thinking 

movement that emerged in Scotland. The idea was to provide open access to education for the 

working classes, people who were excluded from more formal and traditional education. It was 

quite revolutionary for the time. Schools of Arts concentrated on literature, history, science and 

the arts, whereas Mechanics’ Institutes were more about vocational training.  

In the 18
th

 and 19
th

 centuries, ‘Mechanics’ meant people who worked with their hands, 

skilled tradesmen like carpenters, bricklayers, stonemasons, plumbers, glaziers and blacksmiths. 

So with this enormous mission in mind, the range of courses offered by the SMSA was 

immense – covering everything from pneumatics, ancient oratory, ship-building, phrenology, 

"how to choose a horse", astronomy, chemistry, "the poetry of Lord Byron" to – if you can even 

imagine – “Simple Surgery”. Thankfully, THAT course has been discontinued! 
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Forward thinking 

Quite astonishingly for the times, women were admitted as members just 5 months after 

foundation – and remember, that’s 182 years ago. Maria Windeyer, Jane Cape and Emma 

A’Beckett are recorded as the first female members in August 1833. But they were by no means 

the last. 

By 1861, a designated 

table in the Reading Room 

was set aside for women, and 

a few years later, a separate 

Ladies Reading room was 

created so that “the Fairer Sex 

can read the newspapers and 

magazines without being 

disturbed by rougher 

elements.” This room had its 

own toilets and was the only 

room heated during the winter 

months, so they clearly 

wanted to keep the ladies 

happy. 

From the 1860s onwards, women were able to enrol in classes, giving them access to 

educational opportunities that they were excluded from elsewhere. It wasn’t until the 1880s that 

Australian universities began (somewhat reluctantly) admitting women.  The wives and 

unmarried daughters of male members were also able to obtain cut-price memberships for nearly 

a century.  

In 1847, Charles Windeyer paid 12 shillings for a year's membership. In 1918, the regular 

rate for men and independent women was One Pound, seven shillings and sixpence per year.  To 

put that in context, the average weekly pay in 1920 for a factory worker was three pounds 18 

shillings so that means that membership was 1/3 of a weeks’ pay. By comparison, the discounted 

rate for dependent women was only 15 shillings.  Membership rates now are very inexpensive 

compared to 1847 or 1918 - $15 for a year or $10 if you are a concession.  It indicates the 

immense value that people placed on SMSA membership. 

A Cultural and Social hub for Sydney.   

Apart from the talks and lectures that were well attended, people came to participate in the 

various clubs and recreational groups that met there, and the social activities.  

For example, a program in the School's archives – beautifully printed on silk – refers to a 

Variety Evening held by the amateur ladies and gentlemen of the SMSA in 1883. They 

performed songs and musical numbers, etc. for their fellow members in benefit of a local church. 

The varied program of talks and lectures was not without controversy. In the 1870s there 

had been criticisms of the School’s literary focus.  The Sydney Morning Herald attacked the 

school for "no end of lectures on novelists, poets, dramatists, while those related to scientific, 

mechanical and practical subjects were few and far between".  

The main criticism seems to be that the courses and activities were ‘too light-weight’ for a 

Mechanics’ Institute to offer – but perhaps they were forgetting that SMSA had always been a 

School of Arts as well, fostering literature, science and the arts. 

To be continued next newsletter 
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La Marseillaise 

 
La Marseillaise is the National Anthem of France. We hear it at the Olympic Games, the Soccer, 

the Rugby and other international sporting events. It is sung at the official ceremony at La 

Perouse on France’s National Day, July 14, but never have we heard it sung with such fervour as 

it was after the atrocities in Paris during last October.  

 La Marseillaise, unlike the anthems of some countries, is a fighting song, a patriotic call 

to all French citizens to mobilize and resist tyranny and foreign invasion. 

 The words and music were composed by Claude Joseph Rouget de Lisle in 1792, at a time 

when France was under attack from the armies of Prussia and Austria. The French military was 

not doing very well and on April 25, 1792 the Mayor of Strasbourg asked his guest, the young 

Rouget de Lisle, to compose a song that would rally Frenchmen from all over the land to defend 

their country. 

 The result was the stirring Chant de guerre pour l’Armée du Rhin, or in English, War 

Song for the Army of the Rhine.  It became known as La Marseillaise after it was sung in the 

streets by volunteers from Marseille and adopted as the marching song of the National Guard of 

Marseille. It became France’s first National Anthem in a decree passed by the Convention on 

July 14, 1795. The lyrics remind the French people that their country is under attack. The song 

has 8 verses but only the first verse and chorus are usually heard. The lyrics have had some slight 

variations but below is the official version printed on the website of the French Presidency. 

 

 French Lyrics    English Translation 

 
Allons enfants de la Patrie   Arise, children of the Fatherland 
Le jour de gloire est arrivé!   The day of glory has arrived! 
Contre nous de la tyrannie,   Against us tyranny’s 
L’étendard sanglant est levé  (bis)  Bloody banner is raised (repeat) 
Entendez-vous dans les campagnes  Do you hear in the countryside 
Mugir ces féroces soldats?   The roar of those ferocious soldiers? 
Ils viennent jusque dans vos bras   They’re coming right into your arms 
Egorger vos fils, vos compagnes!   To cut the throats of your sons, your  women! 
 
Chorus: 
Aux armes, citoyens,      To arms, citizens, 
Formez vos bataillons,      Form your battalions, 
Marchons, marchons!      Let’s march, let’s march! 
Qu’un sang impur      Let an impure blood 
Abreuve nos sillons! (bis)     Water our furrows! (repeat) 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Rouget de Lisle, composer of the 
Marseillaise, sings it for the first time at 
the home of Dietrich, Mayor of 
Strasbourg. 
Painted by artist Isidore Pils in 1849 
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Celebration Day at Carss Cottage 

31 October 2015 

 

The Sesquicentenary of Carss Cottage and the life of 

William Carss were well and truly celebrated in Carss Park 

on Saturday 31 October.  The plaque to commemorate the 

Cottage was finally put into place on Friday evening just in 

time for the Mayor Stephen Agius to unveil the next day! 

It was a hive of activity from early Saturday morning with the Scottish Australian 

Heritage Committee putting up their tent where four clans, Lindsay, Buchanan, Davidson and 

McArthur were represented and fielded many inquiries about ancestry with Botany Bay 

Historical Society on the verandah fielding questions on other ancestries.   

Kogarah Artist in Residence, sculptor Takis Kozokos worked a gum leaf motif into a 

large stone and invited visitors to add their initials in memory of the occasion.  

Garry and Helen Darby and their family ran a very successful book stall featuring Garry’s 

latest award winning book Rocky Point Road – the first 50 years 1839-1889 plus other 

publications from both Garry and Beverley Earnshaw for KHS.  The little Scottish Shoppe was 

popular and afternoon teas, prepared by Georges River Lioness Club, were a huge success.  

Inside the Cottage, our volunteers showed people around and Jeanette Hanscombe from 

Sutherland Shire Spinners and Weavers demonstrated hand spinning to an interested audience. 

The afternoon started with the skirl of the Pipes as the St George and Sutherland Pipe 

Band led a procession to the grave of William Carss for a short address by Malcolm Buchanan 

President of the SAHC and the laying of a wreath by Jan Magrath who had worked tirelessly to 

make the occasion a success.  The Pipers marched back to the Cottage and continued to impress 

as Scottish dancer Kayleigh Lyon showed her skills.  There was dancing, addresses by the Mayor 

and Beverley Earnshaw and a ‘brave’ rendition of ‘I still call Australia Home’ by the crowd.  The 

Master of Ceremonies for the day was Paul McGrath from 2NBC who did a sterling job and 

impressions of the day were recorded by plein- air painter Don Kibble from the St George Art 

Society.   

The weather was almost perfect and added to the enjoyment.  The organisers slept well 

that night. 

Gill Whan 

 

 

Scottish Pipe Band (left) and Mayor Stephen 

Agius speaking before unveiling the plaque 

(right). Garry Darby on left controlling sound. 

Lovely to see Beryl Butters, foundation member 

well enough to attend, front row right. 
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       ````` 

 

President, Beverley Earnshaw with Adele Ryan 

Don Kibble, artist, impression of the day. 

Malcolm Buchanan Kayleigh Lyon Sculptors at work 




