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Meetings and Speakers
Thursday 14 July 2016
Dr Robyn Arrowsmith, Author,
All the Way to the USA: Australian
WWII War Brides

Thursday 11 August 2016
Gillian Lewis, Australian Maritime
Museum, Japanese Submarines in
Sydney Harbour

Meetings start at 2 pm in the School of Arts, Bowns Rd/Queens Ave Kogarah. Enjoy the speaker, then
chat over afternoon tea. A short business meeting follows. Apologies for non-attendance at meetings
should go to the Secretary, Gill Whan (9546 4623). Visitors welcome.

Find us on Facebook

Mondays at the Museum
25 July 2016 – Julian Sheen
Julian Sheen from the Oatley Heritage and Historical and Society will give a talk on Dr Robert
Townson. He and his brother were recipients of large land grants in our area and Robert has a
particularly interesting history. As always we will start at 10 am with morning tea in the
courtyard and stay outside for the speaker if the weather permits. Cost is $5 which covers
morning tea and gives you the chance to win a door prize. Please book as space is limited and it
helps with catering. To reserve your place, ring Adele Ryan on 9529 6730 or leave a message
on her answering machine.

Sunday Museum Roster
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July 2016
Carole Tier & Ken Grieve

7

August 2016
Gill Whan & Elaine Filewood

10th

Mavis Ward & Betty Reynolds

14th

Adele Ryan & Joe Spinelli

17th

Betty Goodger & Gill Whan

21st

Betty Goodger & Pat Young

24th

Warren & Irene Selmon

28th

Warren & Irene Selmon

31st

Leo & Cath Sullivan.

rd

th

Hours 1 pm – 5 pm (1 pm – 4pm from June).
Problems – If you need to exchange days with someone please try and
do so between yourselves, otherwise contact Gill Whan, 9546 4623
Committee 2016 (*denotes Executive)
President:*
Vice Presidents:*
Secretary & Public
Officer:*
Treasurer:*

Mavis Ward

Ph: 9546 5704

Beverley Earnshaw
Gill Whan

Ph: 9546 1091
Ph: 9546 4623

Cath Sullivan

Ph: 9579 6149

Committee Members: Wendy Agzarian, Beryl Butters, Trudy Johns, Glynn Pulling, Robert
McGarn, Rodger Robertson, Adele Ryan, Pat Young
Committee meeting venues
11 July 7.00 pm Gill Whan, 11 Dewrang Street, Carss Park (9546 4623)
8 Aug 7.00pm
Beverley Earnshaw, 15 Hamer St., Kogarah Bay (9546 1091)
5 Sep 7.00pm
Pat Young, 25 Culver St., Monterey (9588 5835)

Welcome
New member - Miryam Rodriguez.
Last chance to renew your subscription for 2016. No more newsletters will be sent if you have
not renewed by the end of the month. Support( the Society and renew NOW at only $15 per
annum single or $20 a couple. Pay our Treasurer at the meeting or mail to PO Box 367, Kogarah,
1485
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Warrington’s Paddock – Prince Edward Park –
St.George Leagues Club
By Beverley Earnshaw OAM
Prior to Kogarah being incorporated as a Municipality, settlers had taken up land there. The
English Estate sprawled along Kogarah Road (now Princes Highway) from Webbers Road to
south of the present O’Meara Street where Patrick English’s market garden was watered by a
small stream flowing eastward and discharging into the Kogarah Bay swamp.
Directly opposite the English Estate was a seven acre block, loosely known as
‘Warrington’s Paddock’. At the northern end of the property stood ‘Clifton Villa’, a gracious two
storey brick residence built by the Warrington family before Kogarah became a Municipality.
Although no images of the house have yet been found it was apparently a grand house, having
nine rooms and a coach house and stables at the rear. The Warringtons were English free settlers
of independent means and took an interest in the early development of Kogarah. In 1885 Mrs
Alice Warrington was a signatory on the petition to have Kogarah incorporated as a Municipality.
She died on September 29, 1901 and the property passed to her namesake, another Alice
Warrington. The estate was vividly remembered by Mrs Peg Roberts, daughter of Patrick
English, when she was interviewed by Dr Joan Hatton about 1975. Mrs Roberts said –
Miss Alice Warrington of “Clifton Villa” was a very beautiful woman, tall and graceful, and
altogether charming. A gifted pianist, she took me in hand and gave me music lessons at an early
age. I enjoyed my visits to her beautiful home so tastefully furnished with superb pieces fit for a
collector’s delight. Alas she took them away with her when she married Mr Christensen, a city
businessman, whom I’m told was very wealthy. There were three or four reception rooms
downstairs and I believe in its hey-day it was quite a jolly place for garden parties and musical
evenings. Alice Warrington was the only one I knew. She had a house-keeper and manservant,
her parents having passed away. I believe they were English folk of independent means. My
mother visited her for they were great friends and she was very happily married. The villa was
rented out to various tenants and eventually sold. Jubilee Avenue cuts right through the spot
where the music room was situatedi.
Mr Charles Christen Christensen was a native of Denmark who became a naturalized
Australian citizen on October 11, 1895. The marriage took place on June 25, 1905 and they made
their home at McMahon’s Point where they raised four children. Clifton Villa at Kogarah became
a rental property. In about 1925 Mrs Alice Christensen sold the estate to St.George Soccer
Football & Recreation Ltd to be used as a sports ground and named Prince Edward Park. It
would be the home ground of Soccer in St.George. A bowling green, tennis court and a
swimming pool were planned but these did not eventuate.
The transition from marshy paddock to Soccer playing field was not without problems.
The natural watercourse from the English Estate had been channelled under Princes Highway
through Monier concrete pipes and was fed into an open drain that meandered across the playing
area. Work was carried out by the Council’s Engineering Department to alter its courseii, and
eventually in 1934 the drain was covered in.
Prince Edward Park Soccer ground was officially opened on April 21, 1928. A month
later, an irate Secretary of the Soccer Club, Mr H.G.Read, wrote to Kogarah Council complaining
that the sanitary pans had not been emptied. As they were catering for crowds of over 1000
people each weekend, it was a serious problemiii.
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The land fronting Princes Highway was subdivided into 14 residential blocks and 4 shop
sites and sold at auction as ‘Dolden’s Estate’ on November 24, 1928. A gap of 150 feet was left
as an entrance. Hoardings enclosed the ground and it was secured by high wooden gates with iron
cladding. In the 1930s a grandstand was erected. Soccer matches continued there until the second
World War. Rodeos were held in the park during the 1940s and the local Member of Parliament,
Bill Currie, used the ground to hold family picnics. These were well attended with races for the
children and a prize of two shillings to each winneriv.
In the “off” season the company opened the park to caravaners. At first there would be
about 30 caravans on site during the Christmas period. In a letter to Kogarah Council dated
October 10, 1958 the company claimed such an arrangement had operated for 30 years, thus since
1928 when the park openedv.
In 1958 a new Local Government Ordinance required all caravan parks to be licensed.
The rule required that there be a minimum distance of 10 feet between each van and water points
be provided within 50 feet of any van. In November 1955 the Council’s garbage contractor, Mr
J.Hannon, complained that he was emptying 70 bins twice a week while the Council was only
paying for 30. Over the Christmas/New Year period in 1954/5 there had been 100 caravans on the
groundvi.
But the site’s use as a caravan park was to be short lived. In 1960 the park was bought by
the St.George Leagues Club for the erection of its splendid new building.

_________________________
i

Hatton D.J. The English Family of Kogarah p.32
Report by Council Engineer 26/2816
iii
Letters H.G.Read to Kogarah Town Clerk dated 9.5.1928 & 23.5.1928
iv
Oral interview with Lawrie Corry.
v
Letter, Prince Edward Park Caravan Camp to Kogarah Council 10.10.1958
vi
Thanks to John Johnson for supplying information about Prince Edward Park from Council Records
ii

This Aerial view (right hand photgraph) of Carlton taken in 1943 shows the two major playing fields,
Jubilee Oval and Prince Edward Park. In the playgrounds of Carlton South School are the zig-zag air
raid trenches dug during the war. When it was feared that Australia was in danger of attack, a call went
out for all available men to gather at their local schools on the weekends to dig trenches. Those who
answered were mostly men in essential industry who were refused entry into the armed services, or men
too old to go to the war. One man, Bill Brook, took his annual leave to dig trenches in the Carlton South
playground. He worked at Aladdin Industries at Waterloo which made kerosene lights and stoves for the
troops and also chin straps for army helmets.
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Oatley ‘Now and Then’
By Rodger Robertson, Oatley Heritage and Historical Society
Oatley School of Arts.
The Oatley School of Arts, sited in Letitia
Street, was built in 1905 and has a special place in
Oatley’s history. It is one of the oldest structures in
the suburb. It was built with grants from State
Government and local resident’s monies. The land
and structure cost £450 and included the books and a
piano.
It was originally a library with 400 volumes
and a hall at the back. It is still this today but the book
numbers have gone up! The original Trustees were
Messrs Harry Towers, W G Coleborne and W Judd.
These names appear as street names today in nearby
Mortdale.
In 1909 an additional billiard room was added.
Its opening was reported in the Sydney Morning
Herald. The Billiard room was used for “dice” games
in the late1940’s and one Friday night it was raided
and several men were finger printed, convicted and fined £2 each.

1926

1965

The first Church of England, Methodist and Catholic services and the first public school
classes, early Scout meetings and the first picture shows were held in the School of Arts.
In 1919 the Spanish Flu epidemic occurred and the building became a centre for relief.
In the 1920s the Masonic Hall and the picture theatre were built and these venues took
away some activities from the School of Arts.
A new Baby Health Centre was built in front of the School of Arts in 1969 and a few
years later the property was transferred to Kogarah Council.
Radio Theatre
Right across the road from the School of Arts in
Letitia Street is the “Radio Theatre”.
The Radio Theatre was built in the Art Deco
style of the 1930’s. It was built in 1942 for the Fidden
family and famous Oatley personality George Kendall
was a projectionist. He was always the butt of the local
childrens’ ire when regular breakdowns of the film
screening occurred.

c1950s

It was named after the famous Music Hall in New
York’s Radio City which was built by Rockefeller in
early 1932 in the art deco style and is reputedly the
largest in the world (it seats nearly 6,000).
Of course the Oatley copy is somewhat more
modest, seating around 390, but its function was the
same. The art deco style is still shown in its porthole
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window and cement awnings! Its internal colour was brown on
cream plaster walls with gold plush tabs and curtains and a deep red
carpet – all in the art deco style.
It opened with a movie called “They met in Bombay”
starring Clark Gable and Rosalind Russell- the entrance fee was 2/6
(25 cents) for adults and 1/3 for children.
The pictures were a favourite of local children on a Saturday
afternoon. It also operated during the week at night. There was a
regular bus circuit around Oatley by Mr Lawler to pick up residents
for the show. After delivering the patrons, Mr Lawler went to a
poker game in West Oatley and if it went well he was late getting
back to the theatre for the return journey.
Before the RSL was built, the theatre was used on Anzac
days as a place to have a refreshments and reunions.
In 1962 the property was purchased by the Oatley RSL and converted to a gym and centre
for the Oatley RSL Youth Club. Here there was boxing, dancing and other activities for the
young people of the area. Now it is still used for this and a number of other activities for local
clubs.
References.
A Youthful Fifty Years- 2007 by Kim Wagstaff ,
DJ Hatton “Oatley in Early Days”
Various files of Oatley Heritage Group.
Photo of School of Arts 1965 from “Hurstville City Library, Museum & Gallery Collection”


The History of Moorefield Racecourse
A horse shoe has been found on the Moorefield Estate, Kogarah, 61 years
after Moorefield Racecourse closed.
Moorefield Racecourse ceased race meetings on July 14, 1951;
however the course stayed open for barrier trials until mid-1955.
Residents of the Estate (family pictured holding the horse shoe),
who were digging near their swimming pool, which is under construction,
found the silver horse shoe on Sunday April 24, 2016.
It was a timely find as local historian and KHS member, Anne
Field, will shortly launch her history of Moorefield Racecourse (18881951) .Anne’s research has taken many years. The first launch of an Electronic version of the
book will be on July 14, 2016, a significant date, as it is 65 years to the
day of the last race meeting. A hard copy of the book will have an
official launch in October in the newly renovated Rockdale library.
The horse shoe is expected to be framed and will sit alongside a
photograph of Moorefield Racecourse.
The Society will be inviting Anne (pictured) to be one of our speakers
next year to talk about her book and the highlights of her research.
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A Storm in Carss Park
Not to be outdone after our article about ‘the storms of Kogarah’ in the last edition, Greg
Knowles of Carss Park sent in the following:
In 1952, when I was 18 years old, lightning struck the Knowles home at 37
Carwar Ave, Carss Park. It was just on dusk when the thunder storm hit.
My parents, Elsie and Jim, were in the kitchen and had just said goodbye
to our friend Bert Custer who lived at 5 Girroma St (around the corner). I was
in the front room at my desk, studying. The electrical switchboard was on the
outside.
The house has a 120 foot frontage and had a 120 ft chainwire fence and gate.
The storm hit and the lightning struck the electrical wires to the house and blew the
switchboard off the wall and blew up the front fence except for two posts.
The full force of the blast blew the fence over the house but did not break one roof tile. It
also cracked the stone foundations of the house. Part of a post was found in Erang Street Carss
Park.
Bert Custer had just closed the front gate and was about eight to ten feet away from the
fence. He staggered home but was unable to speak for 1 ½ days!
Graham/Greg Knowles



Trivia Quiz
All answers starting with “E”.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Australian Prime Ministers either surname or first name starting with E?
US Presidents starting with E?
UN Countries starting with E?
Sydney Metro stations starting with E?
What is 2 under par on a hole in golf?
Monarchs of England and GB starting with E since 1066?
Melbourne Cup winners since 1945 starting with E?
Test Cricket captains of Australia starting with E?
A famous “E” scientist has an equation starting with E. What is it and what does it mean?
And of course the scientist is?

Answers
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HONOUR ROLL OF OUR WORLD WAR I ‘DIGGERS’
By David Martin

Norman Leslie Agnew, by occupation an iron moulder, was living in Bowmer St, Banksia,
when he enlisted in the AIF on 19 July 1916. He claimed to be 21 years and 1 month old, (at a
time when the age of consent was 21), which meant he did not need parental consent. Like most
of the young men who joined up from the St George area, he would become a private in the
infantry, in the 19th Battalion. On 25 March 1916 he landed in France, at the port of Marseilles.
Four months later he was dead, killed in action south
of Pozieres.
By reading AIF personnel dossiers, one can
usually acquire a reasonable understanding of a
soldier’s civilian background from the information he
provides the military authorities upon enlistment.
However in the case of Norman Agnew, the story
that emerges is far from straight-forward. When he
enlisted in July 1916, he gave a false name and other
Stretcher bearers at Pozieres, with the Red Cross Flag
incorrect information. He claimed his name was
Norman Leslie Sherriff, and that his mother was Mrs Edith Sherriff, of Bowmer St, Banksia,
which he gave as his residential address. In actual fact, when one reads further into his dossier, it
turns out he was the son of James and Sara Agnew: his father was previously deceased; his
mother was still alive, apparently remarried as Mrs Durrant, and living at 23 Cambridge St,
Paddington. It also turns out that Norman was born in Queensland, not Banksia as he claimed;
and he was only 19 years old, and therefore needing his mother’s permission to enlist. However
he believed she would not have given her consent – which partly explains the subterfuge. On 1
November 1915 the mother wrote to the military authorities thus: ‘my son … as [sic] gone to the
front under an assumed name’; she conveyed her hope he would change his name back to Agnew,
‘in case anything should happen and has [sic] I am his mother and nearest to him’. Subsequently,
in a statutory declaration written in Egypt on 9 March 1916, Norman did revert to his original
name.
Yet the further one delves into his background, the more complicated Norman’s story
gets. What appears to have happened is that, sometime before enlisting, he had gone to live with
his girlfriend, Amy Sherriff, and her family, in Bowmer St, Banksia. This was where the surname
Sherriff came from that he used when enlisting. The army strongly encouraged its members to
write a will, which Norman did on 13 September 1915 before embarking for overseas service,
leaving everything to Amy (except for a small amount for his grandmother of Brighton Le
Sands), and declaring that ‘no one [else] has any right to claim anything that belongs to me’,
(which really didn’t amount to much). He also made arrangements for an ‘allotment’ of 4
shillings to be taken out of his daily 5 shillings military pay and sent to Amy. (This was standard
practice for married men.) In her letter of 1 November 1915, Norman’s mother referred to Amy
as ‘the young girl in the house he left home for’, and requested that her son’s ‘allotment’
arrangement be stopped, explaining that ‘I do not want it but think it should be banked for him’.
The mother also requested that were anything to happen to her son, ‘I should be the first to be
informed’.
Following Norman’s death in action, his mother wrote to the army, explaining that she
and her two daughters (Dorothy and Irene Durant, half-sisters of the deceased) were her son’s
only living relatives: ‘our Dear Boy has no other relations only his mother and sisters’.
Previously she had registered herself with the army as Norman’s next-of-kin and, beginning on
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17 January 1918, she received a fortnightly pension of 15 shillings as a result of her son’s death.
However on 18 March 1918 a solicitor of 23 Elizabeth St, Sydney, H.E. McIntosh, would
be writing to Army Records on behalf of Amy – whom he described as ‘the sole Executrix of the
Will’ of the dead Norman Agnew – requesting that his death certificate be forwarded to him ‘as
soon as possible … as I will require same in connection with probate issues’. In the meantime,
the army had been communicating with the mother as next-of-kin. For her part, in her letters to
the army, Mrs Durant wrote in a way calculated to attract its sympathy: ‘May God bless you
brave men who has [sic] done this work [i.e. arranged for the interment of her son]. I am sure that
the mothers of our fine boys can never say too much for our dear Diggers’. There is no further
information in the dossier to indicate what the up-shot of all this was.
The information contained in Norman Agnew’s personnel dossier contributes to quite a
complex case study. What it clearly demonstrates is that our World War I ‘diggers’ were real
people, sometimes with tangled relationships in civilian life: it would be a mistake to presume
that they were one-dimensional heroes.
If you would like to read Norman Agnew’s original AIF personnel dossier, it can be viewed on-line, by going
to the National Archives of Australia site and selecting ‘First Australian Imperial Forces personnel dossiers’:
for ‘Name Search’ type in ‘Agnew’ (for World War I), and for ‘Refine this research result’ provide his AIF
service number ‘2319’.

Pozieres was a small village in the valley of the Somme. It is the resting place for many
Australian servicemen. The battle of Pozieres was one of a series of battles which were part
of the Somme Offensive or the Battle of the Somme fought between 1 July 1916 and 18
November 1916. This is currently being commemorated by Australia and other WW1 allies.

Wilfred Graham, Salvation Army and Steam Roller driver
Our members may remember the beautiful working model of a steam roller that was recently
donated to the Museum by Loris Bartlett, daughter of Wilfred Graham who had been the last
steamroller driver in the municipality. He was clearly a man who was prominent in the local
community, and this illuminated address was
presented to him in 1932. The following is an extract
from the local newspaper following his death.
“Army” Man’s Funeral
Hurstville Salvation Army representatives and members of
Penshurst RSL Club were among the mourners at the
recent funeral of former Kogarah council employee
Wilfred Graham.
Mr Graham who died on May 14th 1971, at the age of 79,
worked for the council for about 40 years. For most of
that time he drove the municipal steamroller, once a
familiar sight in road maintenance work.
Mr Graham was born in Grenfell but moved to the St
George district more than 50 years ago. He joined
Penshurst RSL soon after he came to the district, was
made a life member in 1957 and continued as an active
member until his death. He was equally well-known as the
Hurstville Salvation Army bandmaster, a position he held
for 32 years. Hurstville Council recognized his services as
a bandmaster and his work for local charities in 1932,
with an illuminated address.
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Kogarah’s Amazing Achievers
KEVAN GOSPER
In the next few editions Kogarah Historical
Society will be presenting a series of
articles on Kogarah’s unheralded achievers.
These are people who were either born in
Kogarah, grew up there or went to school
there, but left Kogarah to achieve fame and
fortune elsewhere, in which case their
connection with Kogarah has been
forgotten. Kevan Gosper OAM is the first
in this series.

The Gosper home – 295 Princes Highway,
Kogarah (now Carlton)

Richard Kevan Gosper AO was born in Kogarah on December 19, 1933 and attended
Carlton South Primary School. His home on the corner of Westbourne Street and Princes
Highway still stands. His parents were staunch members of the local Methodist Church and the
home where he and his two brothers grew up was a strictly teetotal establishment. As a child he
lacked the co-ordination required to play team sports, but when he won his first race at the
Carlton South School Sports Day in 1945, little did he imagine he would some day be a
champion athlete on the world stage.
The family moved to Newcastle and his reputation as an athlete grew. He broke records
and at the age of 18 he was offered a foreign scholarship at the Michigan State University. But to
take up such an offer required money, which his family did not have. He took a shift job in the
BHP Coke Ovens. The local Teachers’ College had a fund raising drive. There were other fund
raisers to support him and when the total fell short, his mother sold the piano. He went, and
gained a BA with Honours from the Michigan State University USA.
His ambition when he went to the United States was to do well enough in athletics to
represent Australia. The chance came at the Vancouver Commonwealth Games in 1954 when he
won gold and dual bronze medals.
At the Melbourne Olympics in 1956 he pinned his hopes on winning the Men’s 400
metres but he missed out. However he was able to run in the Men’s 4 x 400 metres relay team
with Graham Gipson, Leon Gregory and David Lean which won a silver medal.
Kevan Gosper was Captain of the Australian Athletics Team at the 1958 Commonwealth
Games in Cardiff and the 1960 Olympic Games in Rome. He was appointed to the International
Olympic Committee from 1977 to 2013 and was its Vice President from 1986 to 2003. He was
President of the Australian Olympic Committee from 1985 to 1990 and has also served on
multiple Olympic Committees.
He was awarded the Order of Australia in 1986
and has been similarly honoured by France, The
Netherlands, Spain, Monaco, Togo, Senegal, Solomons
and Vanuatu. He was the first Chairman of the Australian
Institute of Sport and inducted into the Sport Australia
Hall of Fame in 1989. He has also had outstanding
success in the Corporate World.
Kevan Gosper has lived an illustrious life – and it
all began in KOGARAH!
Beverley Earnshaw
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It’s Winter! What will get you out of the house?

ABC Tour
The Society is organising a trip for members and friends to do a tour of the
ABC at 700 Harris Street, Ultimo on Wednesday 17 August starting at 12.20
pm.
The cost is $9.00 ($8.00 concession). We plan to book for lunch AFTER the
tour, at the ABC café.
Names must be given to Mavis Ward (9546 5704) (with money) by the end of
July as these have to be individually advised to the ABC.
The studio is within walking distance of Central Station – about 15 minutes. If
mobility is a problem an alternative would be to share a taxi with someone.

So what else is on……..
Royal Australian Historical Society (RAHS), Lecture, Wednesday 3 August, 1pm to 2pm.
YABBA – Cricket’s Legendary Barracker. Free entry. Venue: History House, 133 Macquarie
Street, City.
RAHS, Thursday 18 August, 11 am – 1pm. An Introduction to Oral History – How, what
and why. Lecture to be given by the Oral History NSW President, Professor Paula Hamilton.
Cost $25 - $30. Venue History House, 133 Macquarie St., City.
State Library NSW, Macquarie Street Wednesday 6 July, 12.30 – 1.30 pm.
The Worst Woman in Sydney The Life and Crimes of Kate Leigh – speaker Leigh Straw,
novelist and historian. Free but bookings essential (9273 1414)
State Library NSW Thursday 21 July, 6pm – 7.30 pm. Shots from the front – A Walkley
Media Talk (panel of speakers) which focuses on the impact of war photography on cultures,
history and the photographers. This is in conjunction with a current display Colour in Darkness:
Images from the First World War. Free but bookings essential.
(If you are not already a “Friend” of the State Library, it is worth considering. They have such
interesting exhibitions, lectures, events for “Friends” and you get advance notice of them. Their
website is www.sl.nsw.gov.au )
Date for your diary. September 5, 2.00 pm – 3pm. RAHS/History Council of NSW: The Role of
the Botanic Gardens in our understanding of innovative gardens created since the 1980s
Tying in with an exhibition at the State Library of NSW in September, Howard Tanner will
examine the continuity and relevance of the Sydney Botanic Gardens over 200 years. Howard
Tanner is a Sydney-based architect and author who has written widely on landscape design and
history. A former National President of the Australian Institute of Architects his career as an
architect, author and educator is influenced by his abiding interest in history and landscape. Cost
$5.00. (This is of course the 200th anniversary of the Botanic Gardens)
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Celebrating Beverley Earnshaw OAM
The Society was delighted to learn that Beverley Earnshaw, our
President for many years and woman of many talents, had received a
well deserved OAM in the Queen’s Birthday Honours List.
The Citation read:
Ms Beverley Elaine EARNSHAW, 15 Hamer Street, Kogarah Bay
NSW 2217 For service to historical organisations, and as an author.
Service includes: President, Kogarah Historical Society, since 2005 and
Vice President, 2003-2005 and Member, since 1970s.
Member, Professional Historians Association NSW and ACT,
since circa 1985. Past President, Fellowship of Australian
Writers NSW, 1995-1999. Member, Society of Women Writers
NSW, since 1978 and Secretary, 1994-1995.
Compiled the original Convict Data Base, Park Barracks,
Historic Houses Trust of NSW, 1991-94. Contributor (two
volumes), 'Australians' (a historical library of 10 volumes
produced for the bicentenary 1988).
Author of a range of publications including…… Here, all the
publications were listed, too many to fit into this page!
Writer, Historic Articles and Drama, NSW School Magazine,
since 1980. Scripture Teacher, Sans Souci Public School, 'for
31 years'. Synod Member, Anglican Diocese of Sydney, 19922007.
Awards and recognition includes: Dame Mary Gilmore Award,
Society of Women Writers NSW, 1991. Recipient, NSW
Premier's Award for Writing Local History, 2014. Recipient, Citizen of the Year, Kogarah City
Council, 2016.
We are planning a luncheon to celebrate this honour. It will be on Friday 29 July at the St
George Motor Boat Club at 12.15 pm. Bookings can be made through Gill Whan (9546 4623).

More celebrations are in order
Beryl and Norm Butters are celebrating their 60th wedding
anniversary on 30 June and Beryl will also have her 90th
birthday on 19 July. Beryl is a foundation member of Kogarah
Historical Society, a life member and our corporate memory.
She has contributed so much to our Society as well as, more
broadly, to the Oatley Community, particularly the Oatley
Senior Citizens which she and Norm helped to set up.
They met, as so many people seemed to those days, on a
tennis court and what a wonderful honeymoon it must have
been going to Lord Howe Island on one of the original flying
boats.
We wish them many more years of happiness (they, Norm and
Beryl, say the secret to marriage is “lots of Patience”) and a
very happy birthday to Beryl.
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