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Members and friends at the very successful Christmas lunch held at Bexley RSL on
8 December 2016
(Photo by Fred Scott)

Meetings and Speakers
Thursday 9 February 2017
Anne Field, Author/Member KHS

Thursday 9 March 2017
Annual General Meeting & Elections

The History of Moorefield Race Course

Tell us your story and meet the other members
over a long afternoon tea…….

Can you help the Society move forward and continue to prosper? Please consider
nominating for the Committee if you would like to help. Nomination form inside.
Meetings start at 2pm in the School of Arts, Bowns Rd/Queens Ave Kogarah. Enjoy the
speaker, then chat over afternoon tea. A short business meeting follows. Apologies for
non-attendance at meetings should go to the Secretary, Gill Whan (9546 4623). Visitors
welcome.
Find us on Facebook

Mondays at the Museum
27 March 2017
John Johnson, Local Studies Librarian, Georges River Council
The Penny Farthing in Australia

Date for your diary. The first Monday at the Museum gathering for 2017 is in March
when John Johnson will tell us about his passion, The Penny Farthing. As always, the meeting
will start at 10 am with morning tea in the courtyard followed by the speaker outside if
weather permits, then a walk through the museum. Cost is $5 which covers morning tea and a
chance to win a lucky door prize. Please book as space is limited and it helps with catering.
To reserve your place please ring Adele Ryan on 9529 6730 or leave a message on her
answering machine.

Sunday Museum Roster
January 2017

February 2017

1st Closed for New Year’s Day
8th Mavis Ward & Betty Reynolds
15th Betty Goodger & Pat Young
22nd Warren & Irene Selmon
29th Cath & Leo Sullivan

5th Wendy Agzarian & Elaine Filewood
12th Adele Ryan & Joe Spinelli
19th Betty Goodger & Gill Whan
26th Warren & Irene Selmon

The Museum will open on Australia Day, Thursday 26 January, from 12 midday to 6pm.
Volunteers Gill Whan, Robert McGarn (12-2pm); Beverley Earnshaw, Betty Goodger 24pm; Betty Goodger, Wendy Agzarian 4-6pm. Entrance is free, donations welcomed.

Hours 1 pm to 5 pm

Normal summer hours on Sunday are 1pm – 5pm. Problems – If you need to exchange days
with someone, please try to do so amongst yourselves, otherwise contact Wendy Agzarian
(9774 3667)

Committee 2016 (*denotes Executive)
President:*
Vice President:*

Mavis Ward

Secretary :*
OfficerOfficer
Treasurer:*

Gill Whan
PAVILION
Cath Sullivan

Ph: 9546 4623
Ph: 9579 6149

Public Officer*

Gill Whan

Ph: 9546 4623

Ph: 9546 5704
Ph. 9546 1091

Beverley Earnshaw

PARK PICNIC

Committee: Members: Wendy Agzarian, Beryl Butters, Trudy Johns, Glynn Pulling, Robert
McGarn, Rodger Robertson, Adele Ryan, Pat Young
Committee Meeting Venues:
6 Feb. 2 pm Beverley Earnshaw, 15 Hamer St, Kogarah Bay (9546 1091)
6 March 2pm Gill Whan, 11 Dewrang St, Carss Park (9546 4623)
10 April, 2pm Pat Young, 25 Culver St, Monterey (8593 1898)
Stop Press** Georges River Council projects under the Stronger Communities Fund Program
allocates $40,000 for a ‘shade structure – Carss Cottage Museum’. Having sent in a recent request for
such a structure, we are delighted. Community comments are invited up to 17 February and any
support you can offer will be appreciated. Comments can be sent to General Manager, Georges River
Council, PO Box 205, Hurstville 1481 or emailed to mail@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au
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Kogarah’s Amazing Achievers
Donald Horne AO – Journalist,
Author, Academic
Donald Richmond Horne was born on
December 26, 1921 at Kogarah NSW, son of
David Horne and Florence Lila Horne (nee
Carpenter).
His early years were spent at
Muswellbrook where his father was a
schoolteacher. But in Donald’s teenage years
his father’s health broke down as a result of his service in World War I. The family moved
back to the home of his grandparents, Edward and Laura Carpenter. The house was Denbigh
at 49 Arthur Street, Kogarah (now Carlton), a large weatherboard single storey residence built
across two blocks of land, Lots 38 & 39 Section F of the Westbourne Park Estate. From there
Donald travelled daily to Canterbury Boys’ High School.
With the help of a Teachers College Scholarship he enrolled to study Arts at Sydney
University and soon became heavily involved in campus politics. He never completed his
undergraduate degree but launched into a successful career in journalism. He worked for
Frank Packer’s Publications, The Telegraph, Weekend and the Observer (1958-61). In 1961 as
editor of the flagship magazine, The Bulletin, he removed the publication’s long standing
motto, Australia for the White Man. From that time he began to be recognised as one of
Australia’s best known public intellectuals.
He caused a sensation in 1964 with the publication of the first of his 20 books, The
Lucky Country, in which he wrote Australia is a lucky country run mainly by second rate
people who share its luck. The book cost eight shillings and sixpence and the initial print run
sold out in nine days.
He was appointed to prestigious posts in universities and between 1992 and 1995
Horne served as Chancellor of the University of Canberra. He was always unorthodox and
independent in his views, but was well known for his republicanism and opposition to the
White Australia Policy.
In 1982 he was appointed as an Officer of the Order of Australia for services to
literature and in 2001 he was presented with the Centenary Medal. He was named one of
Australia’s living treasures by the National Trust and had honorary degrees bestowed on him
by the universities.
In 2008 the University of Canberra established the Donald Horne Institute for Cultural
Heritage.
Donald Horne died of pulmonary fibrosis. on September 8, 2005 aged 83,
Beverley Earnshaw

We look forward to seeing all our members at the first meeting in February. A
questionnaire is included with this newsletter which you are invited to bring to the meeting
or return to us by post. We are keen to improve your experience of being a member of
Kogarah Historical Society.
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Railways to Oatley - article
from Georges River Magazine.
By Rodger Robertson
The story of the railway line to Oatley is one
of change and of importance to the suburb.
In 1881 Frederick Oatley (son of the
original James Oatley) sold his Oatley land to
Charles Cecil Griffiths. There was already
interest in the NSW State Parliament to build
a railway to the South Coast to bring coal and
dairy products from that region to the Sydney
area. There was also interest in the
intermediate areas, which would be opened
up with the introduction of a railway. There
were two possibilities for the line- the first
and most obvious was along Botany Bay
across the Georges River near where Tom
Uglys Bridge is today and beyond. However
the landowners of this area wanted a high price for the land. Griffiths instead told the
Government he would give them a railway corridor for free! So the railway came through
Oatley in 1885 and the platform was called the “Oatley Grant” Platform after the original
grant made to Oatley in 1833. The station then was
opposite the hotel in the park as the line came up
the current memorial park in between the Scout
Hall and Girl Guides Hall. It went north to
Mortdale just east of where the train sheds are
today. There was a level crossing over the line at
Wonoona Parade. A “railway man” Mr. Joseph
Fletcher built a new house on the northern side of
the level crossing - the first house in Oatley. Later
the stationmaster was appointed - Mr. John Brown
and he lived in a nearby house.
In the 1880 and 1890 it became popular for Sydney residents to get the train to Oatley
and then proceed to the Oatley Pleasure Grounds (about 1 Km away) where picnics and other
activities entertained the city folk. This would continue for decades afterwards.
Land sales in the area were considerable and surely Charles Griffiths profited
handsomely from this activity. Several copies of these sales show the extent of the new
suburb being created by the introduction of the railway.
However the grade of the hill from the Como Bridge to the Oatley platform was too
much for the fully loaded coal and milk trains from the South Coast. So in 1905 the current
line, which winds around the slope, was built, and a new Oatley Platform built. It was now
called simply Oatley.
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Now the shift in the railway line to the west had implications as it was the boundary
for the two Councils (Hurstville (west) and Kogarah (east)). The land previously used by the
railway was made into a park and the old platform was buried underneath the ground. But it
was not simple as the railway initially wanted to subdivide and sell the land that the old line
had run over, ie. all the land between Oatley Ave and Oatley Parade. In fact there was at least
one sale to the Tooth’s brewery of land. The Water Board wanted to connect the Penshurst
water tank to the Woronora dam and it used the old railway line and the Como Bridge. This
led to discussions between the two councils and the two State Government bodies. It was not
until 1931 (26 years after the railway moved) that Kogarah Council got the land and then 10
years later in 1941 declared it a park. The result was that the area would become a park - a
wonderful legacy for all to benefit till this day.
The introduction
of the electric trains was a
further step forward for
Oatley. In 1926 the first
electric train service in
NSW ran from Oatley to
Central. In 1976, 50 years
later, one of the same
carriages that operated
the first electric train
formed part of the
commemorative trip on
the same journey.
The other great railway infrastructure is the Como Bridge. It was completed for the
opening of the railway in 1883 but its single track caused issues until it was replaced in 1972
by the new bridge. But what was to become of the old bridge - the railways sold it to the
Water Board as the water pipeline used the bridge. But other possible uses for the bridge were
suggested including a road access across the river.

But a group of local Oatley people banded together to create the pedestrian and bike
access that is available today – another great public use for the old infrastructure.
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Trivia Quiz
Railways
1. Standard gauge railway is what in feet and inches- and two other gauges in Australian
states were?
2. The longest passenger station in NSW is?
3. What colours are used at Wynyard, Town Hall, Museum and St James stations?
4. The first trains in NSW went from Sydney to Parramatta in what year?
5. Kogarah was linked to the city in what year? Two years later the line opened to
Sutherland with one intermediate stop which was …………?
6. The 24 hour clock is used in the railways and it was introduced in 1886. Is midnight
0000, or 2400?
7. Trains had names. “The Fish”, “The Chips”, “The Heron”, “The Spirit of Progress”,
“Daylight Express”, “the Overland”, Indian Pacific, The Ghan, Southern Aurora, what
routes did these trains travel?
8. Until what year did you change trains on the Sydney Melbourne route at Albury?
9. The name of the Bridge in Granville where the train accident in 1977 cost 82 lives?
Later that year smoking was banned in all suburban trains.
10. Bondi Junction line was opened in 1979 and included other stations which were?

By Rodger Robertson – How did you go?

Farewell to Daphne Kingston
Daphne has been unwell for some time and her daughter is taking her back to New
Zealand to live with her.
Daphne has been a staunch supporter of the Society since 1998 and we shall miss her.
Her beautiful drawings of early vernacular/colonial architecture that would otherwise be
forgotten, are legendary and she has a current exhibition called ‘Vanishing Sydney’, on
until 27 January at the Annie Wyatt room on Observatory Hill (next to National Trust)
We shall miss her but hope we can keep in touch. Our very best wishes and love and
sincere thanks for all her support, go with her.
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ON THE LINE
A Suburban Newspaper
by B. Goodger
Perhaps this little local paper was thrown onto your lawn, if you lived in the Sans Souci area
in the 1990s. Only four issues have been found – December 1994, January 1995, February
1995 and March 1995, and I believe the reason is that the publication was designed and
published as propaganda for the Liberal candidate for the elections to the State Parliament,
held on 25 March 1995.
Margaret Dombkins, the Liberal candidate, in her electioneering handouts, is
described as a local resident, aged 40, married with three children, and active in local affairs,
such as the well-being of Lady Robinson’s Beach. She had a Master’s degree in Education, so
had probably been a teacher. Despite her efforts, the Labor member, Brian Langton, was
returned.
Each issue had, on the front page, a well illustrated article, Our History, continued
inside with the advertisements for local businesses and a rousing article from Margaret
Dombkins.
The December 1994 issue opened with an article on Sans Souci, .the Loop on Rocky
Point Road, Peter Depena and the Merry Hearts Club, sponsored by St George Hospital to
support local people with any form of heart disease.
The January 1995 issue gave the origin of local place names, photographs of the steam
tram crash in 1926 on Rocky Point Road, Ramsgate and the Kogarah to Sans Souci Tramway.
The February issue featured Allawah and Carlton, with 1935 photos.
The March 1995 issue featured the change from steam trams
to trolley buses, subdivision of Sans Souci , Aqua Flora Park and the
Busy Bees of Sans Souci, dedicated to raising money for charities to
help children.
The author of the historical articles is not named but is to be
commended for the interesting material and photographs displayed.
NOTES
The first issue is entitled Dolls Point Village, contains 16pp and is a
little smaller than our modern A4 paper. The last issue is ON THE
LINE.
Rockdale Library has the four publications, Kogarah has only three, and the Mitchell Library
has only March 1995 (held at Q994.005/26). It would seem the Dolls Point Village
Newspapers did not understand their legal obligation to place any printed publication there.
Dr Joan Hatton’s papers in the Local Studies Section of Kogarah Library contain much
electoral material about Mrs Dombkins.
Wanted: A cleaner for Carss Cottage Museum.
Unfortunately our lovely Marj Pritchard can no longer continue to do this important job.
We do sincerely thank her for the dedication and attention to detail over the past 14 years.
We need someone with an empathy for history for four hours per month, hours flexible –
remuneration $100 per month.. Please get in touch with Gill 9546 4623 if interested.
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Vale Lawrie Corry
1931-2017

R.I.P.
Sadly, it is farewell to our friend and member Lawrie Corry who died
over Christmas. He was on our Committee for many years until ill
health forced him to resign and had been a member since 2006. He
regularly attended meetings, Mondays at the Museum, special events
and was always willing and available to assist. He was on the Museum
roster and was a fount of local knowledge having lived in the area, at
Souter Street, Kogarah Bay from his birth until he married in 1957.
He attended Carlton South Public School and then Hurstville Tech, left school at 15
years old and worked at Johnston’s dairy at Kogarah Bay for two years, then became a pastry
cook and continued working in the area. After marrying Margaret, he lived in Chippendale
then built a house in Picnic Point but continued to work in the Kogarah area until his
retirement. He and Margaret have four children, three boys and a girl.
His mother, Elizabeth Corry, of Aboriginal heritage,
was a founding member of our Society, an activist in the area
and Council named a reserve in Kogarah Bay after her. In
2014 we arranged for a tree, grown by Lawrie from a seed
brought back from Lone Pine Gallipoli to be planted in the
reserve, which is on the fringe of the WW1 War Services
Homes Estate where the Corrys lived because their father was
a WW1 Veteran. Lawrie and family attended.
He will be very much missed by all those who knew
him. We relied on his local knowledge of the area and of the
people around so much. In fact, if our then President Beverley
Earnshaw did not know someone, then it was fairly certain
that Lawrie would!

Lawrie, Diane and Steven Corry at
the tree planting.

Lawrie was a true gentleman and we valued his friendship. We send our deepest sympathies
to Margaret and the family.
Gill Whan


Heather Joynes OAM
We lost another long standing member on 11 November 2016. Heather Joynes had
belonged to the Society since 1998 and passed away at age 93 years.
She was well known for her skills and expertise in embroidery. She had spoken at one of
our Mondays at the Museum and also provided an abundance of history on our embroidery
in Carss Cottage. She was a former President of the Embroiderer’s Guild NSW and the
author of several books including “Stitches for Embroidery”.
We send our sincere condolences to her husband Jack and the family.
8

American Visitors to the Museum
On November 20th, 2016, the Carss Cottage Museum received a
visit from two American visitors, Tony and Carley Andersen, of
Dunes City on the Central Oregon Coast of the United States. Tony
had come to Carss Park to see the tree which was planted in
memory of his mother.
So let us TURN BACK THE CLOCK to the Society’s
Newsletter Volume 2 No.6 of January/February, 2011 in which
there was an account of a Blueberry Ash (Elaecocarpus Reticulates)
being planted on the flat near the barbecue area in memory of the
late Eileen Dowd.
Eileen was a young Australian girl who married an American Staff Sergeant, Larry
Sloan, on November 4th, 1944. In March 1946 she boarded the bride ship, Lurline, with her
four months old son, Tony, to join her husband in the United States. Tony Andersen is that
baby who sailed with his mother aboard the Lurline. The ship was carrying 853 war brides
and children from Australia and New Zealand.
Like his father, Tony also served in the military. He is a Vietnam Veteran. He spent 8
years in the US Army Special Forces. He was a reconnaissance team leader in a covert unit
called SOG (study and observation group). Now retired, he brought his wife to see the place
where he was born.
When asked what he thought of the American election he simply replied –
“I haven’t voted for years.”
Beverley Earnshaw

What’s On
Australia Day Thursday 26 January: Carss Park will be alive from 10 am with a
Citizenship ceremony for 50 ‘New Australians’, announcement of the Georges River Citizen
of the Year, the Endeavour Harmony Choir will sing the National anthem, entertainment,
stalls and of course our Museum which will be open from 12 midday to 6pm. Stay around or
come back to the park at 9pm for the fireworks – always spectacular.
Vanishing Sydney: An exhibition of original drawings of early vernacular architecture by

Daphne Kingston, artist and member of Kogarah Historical Society. At the Annie Wyatt
room, next to National Trust building on Observatory Hill until 27 January.
101 Objects that Changed the World: If you are having a trip to our National Capital this is
an exhibition not to be missed. It comes from the British Museum and is on display at the
National Museum of Australia, in Canberra. It is very popular so a good idea to book ahead.
The exhibition continues until 29 January.
Versailles – Treasures from the Palace: Also in Canberra at the National Gallery, a
sumptuous exhibition showing until 17 April 2017.
th

State Library of NSW: To coincide with the 200 birthday of the Royal Botanic garden is

Planting Dreams: Shaping Australian Gardens (closes 15 January) and an exhibition of
garden photography, Planting Dreams: Grand Garden Designs (until 17 April). Also on
display, celebrating 100 years since the publication of May Gibbs ‘Gumnut Babies’are her
original artworks (until 15 January) and reproduction artwork until 26 February.
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SAINTS IN KOGARAH
Part IX

ST PATRICK
St Patrick is one saint recognized by almost everyone as the
patron saint of Ireland, and probably celebrated on his day,
March 17, by the wearing of the green, or a glass of
Guinness. They will tell you he expelled the snakes from
Ireland and used the shamrock to explain the Trinity. But
he was not born in Ireland.
He was taken there in 401 A.D., as a slave, aged 16,
captured by pirates from his home in Cumberland in Britain.
He escaped and trained as a monk and became Bishop of
Gaul. He returned to Ireland as a missionary in 432 and
spent the rest of his life in bringing Christianity to the Irish.

ST PATRICK’S. CHURCH, KOGARAH
In the 1860s, the St George District was included in the Parish of St Joseph in Newtown, so to
attend Mass required a horse and sulky or a very long walk! Sometimes a Mass would be
celebrated in a private home
Long before St Patrick’s Church was built on the hill where Rocky Point Road and
Princes Highway go in their separate directions, a small wooden school was built on the
eastern side of Rocky Point Road in 1862. It soon closed down, but reopened in 1864. The
pupils were the children of woodcutters and market gardeners – not rich people, but they
raised £20 to buy one acre of land from Charles Bown in 1865. The new stone school was
officially opened on 15 May 1866. It was not demolished until 1954
However, Kogarah was not yet a parish and did not have a resident priest.
In 1850 Michael Gannon had purchased land in Hurstville, then known as Gannon’s
Forest, and in 1855 he gave 2 acres of his property for a Catholic Church which became St
Michael’s, in Croydon Road. Father Peter Byrne was appointed to the St George district
chose Hurstville as his residence and thus Kogarah became part of the Hurstville Parish.
Awareness dawned in Kogarah that Hurstville had ‘stolen a
holy march’ on them but when the Illawarra railway came in 1884 it
made a great difference. Many more people settled in the area and
the need for a church in Kogarah was paramount. On 29 April 1887
the foundation stone for the church was laid and the church opened
in February 1888. Additions were made 1917.
The Flemish hollow bell tower was dedicated on St Patrick’s
Day in 1936 and was lauded as an outstanding architectural feature.
The bell was removed in 1967 for safety reasons and the tower in
1984.
On the opposite side of Princes Highway stood the
Hollow bell tower
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impressive home of Peter Moore and behind his house, Moorefield Racecourse. In 1889,
Peter Moore provided Father Peter Byrne with a presbytery at Kogarah, “thus wooing him
away from St Michael’s at Hurstville … and effectively relocating the ecclesiastical
administration of the St George district.”
(I did enjoy the comment in the history of
the church – “It was a common sight on race days
to see the people coming and going to confession
gathering on the top step to witness a race.”)
St Patrick’s Catholic Parish, Kogarah
commissioned a history in 2004 and Mary Bourke
edited a book entitled “Memories through the
years’.
It is well illustrated and tells the story of
the schools attached to the church , the beautiful stained glass windows and more. A copy is
held in the collection of KHS.
Betty Goodger


Congratulations
Congratulations to Mavis Ward, our President for this year
who also organised, once again, the very successful
Christmas lunch at Bexley RSL.
It was attended by around 50 people who enjoyed the
quizzes and ‘guessing’ (for many of
us) games, lots of prizes, and some
excellent Christmas fare and company.
Guess who won the competition for the
best hat! And he took most of the
photographs that are on the back page.
Thank you Fred Scott and also Miryam
who contributed her photos to add to our record of the day.

Photo by Miryam Rodriguez

I hope that all our events (speakers, Mondays at the Museum, Christmas celebrations) mean
that you are all only too happy to renew your subscription as a member of Kogarah Historical
Society.
Subscriptions are now due for 2017 and are still only $15 for a single person and $20 for a
couple.
This means you can visit the Museum free on Sundays, receive our newsletter every second
month plus a calendar of events and are invited to participate in our trips that are organised
twice a year. You have the option of a hard copy of the newsletter or an email version (with
colour photos)
A form is enclosed with this newsletter and for those of you receiving this by email, the form
is attached for you to print out and return.
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A Very Happy and Healthy New
Year to all our members and
friends

Gill Whan received a community award from
Mark Coure, for individual achievement

The last Monday at the Museum for 2016 with Lorna
Barrow as speaker.

See you all in February
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