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Meetings and Speakers 

 

Thursday 9 March 2017 

Annual General Meeting & Elections  

Show & Tell or tell us your story. Also Tips 

on Trove from Garry Darby. 

 

Thursday 13 April 2017 

Graham Wilcox, Author.  

The Struggle for Unity, A Story of the 

Federation of Australia 

  

Meetings start at 2pm in the School of Arts, Bowns Rd/Queens Ave Kogarah. Enjoy the 

speaker, then chat over afternoon tea.  A short business meeting follows.  Apologies for 

non-attendance at meetings should go to the Secretary, Gill  Whan  (9546 4623). Visitors  

welcome. 
 

Find us on Facebook  

Campaigners for the preservation of Primrose House celebrate their success. (story p.11) 

 

 

http://www.kogarah.historicalsociety.com.au/
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Mondays at the Museum 

27 March 2017  

John Johnson, Local Studies Librarian, Georges River Council 

A history of the Penny Farthing and road safety in 19
th

 Century Australia 

Date for your diary.  The first Monday at the Museum gathering for 2017 is in March 

when John Johnson will tell us about his passion, the Penny Farthing. As always, the meeting 

will start at 10 am with morning tea in the courtyard followed by the speaker outside if 

weather permits, then a walk through the museum. Cost is $5 which covers morning tea and a 

chance to win a lucky door prize. Bookings essential as space is limited and it helps with 

catering. To reserve your place please ring Adele Ryan on 9529 6730 or leave a message on 

her answering machine. 

Sunday Museum Roster 
Opening hours 1pm–5pm. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Problems: If you need to exchange days with someone, please try to do so amongst 

yourselves, otherwise contact Wendy Agzarian (9774 3667) 

 

Hours 1 pm to 5 pm 

 

Committee 2016 (*denotes Executive) 

President:*    Mavis Ward 

 

PARK PICNIC 

PAVILION 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
    

   
                 Photo 

Gwen Coxhead 

 

Ph: 9546 5704 

Vice President:* Beverley Earnshaw Ph. 9546 1091 

   Secretary :* 

OfficerOfficer 

 

 

 

 

  

Gill Whan Ph: 9546 4623 

Treasurer:* Cath Sullivan Ph: 9579 6149 

Public Officer* Gill Whan Ph: 9546 4623 

Committee Members: Wendy Agzarian, Beryl Butters, Trudy Johns, Glynn Pulling, Robert  
McGarn, Rodger Robertson, Adele Ryan, Pat Young. 

Committee Meeting Venues: 

6 March  2pm Gill Whan, 11 Dewrang St, Carss Park (9546 4623) 

10 April, 2pm  Pat Young, 25 Culver St, Monterey (8593 1898) 

8 May,    2 pm  Beverley Earnshaw, 15 Hamer St, Kogarah Bay (9546 1091) 

 

 

 

 

 

March 2017 

5
th

    Carole Tier & Ken Grieve 

12
th

 
 
Mavis Ward & Betty Reynolds 

19
th

  Betty Goodger & Pat Young 

26
th

  Warren & Irene Selmon 

April 2017 

2
nd

   Wendy Agzarian & Elaine  Filewood 

9
th 

   Adele Ryan & Joe Spinelli 

16
th

  Betty Goodger & Gill Whan 

23
rd

  Warren & Irene Selmon 

30
th

   Cath & Leo Sullivan 

 

W

elc

o

me 

Ne

The St George Concert Band will play again on 19 March from 2pm – 4pm.  Please 

spread the word.  It would be good to have an audience for them and it is always a 

pleasant afternoon (weather permitting) 

Welcome 

 

New Member:  Jack Gibbs 
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Kogarah’s Amazing Achievers 

Sister Penelope Frater – War Nurse 

 
As we continue our series on Kogarah’s Amazing 

Achievers, we are focusing on those who were born in 

Kogarah, who lived in Kogarah, or were educated there. 

One person who was resident in Kogarah for only a short 

while was the very eminent army nurse, Penelope Frater, 

whose fortitude, leadership and devotion to duty makes her 

a fitting subject for our newsletter. 

 Penelope Frater was born on January 26, 1869 at 

Merrylong Park on the Liverpool Plains in the New 

England area, the eighth in a family of ten children, but 

grew up at Deep Creek, Narrabri. Nursing training was not 

available in Narrabri and in 1891 she travelled to Sydney 

and stayed with her brother, John Frater, proprietor of the 

Sans Souci Hotel. 

 She applied and was accepted as a probationer at 

Sydney Hospital where she entered the training program 

devised by Florence Nightingale who had had phenomenal 

success in military nursing during the Crimean War. 

 She graduated in 1893. 

At the outbreak of the Boer War in South Africa in 1898, The NSW Nursing Sisters 

was the first female army unit in any Australian Colony. Nurses accepted into the unit were 

required to be single, at least 23 years of age and to have had at least three years’ hospital 

experience. The unit was commanded by Matron Ellen (Nellie) Gould who had supervised 

Penelope’s training at Sydney Hospital. Penelope Frater was one of fourteen nurses selected 

to go to the Boer War. They were included in the 108 strong NSW Army Medical Corps 

Team and sailed from Sydney aboard the s.s Moravian on January 17, 1900. As a fully 

qualified and experienced nurse, she was given the honorary rank of Lieutenant. 

 At that time the British War Office regarded Colonial trained nurses as being inferior 

to their British trained counterparts and issued an order that Colonial nurses should not treat 

regular army soldiers (meaning those from 

Britain), this duty being assigned to British-

trained nurses only. However, British 

Commanders on the ground took no notice of 

this order and Penelope Frater and three others 

were sent to the temporary stationary hospital at 

Sterkstroom to serve with the NSW Army 

Medical Corps. 

 The nurses who served in the South 

African hospitals were confronted with wards 

filled with wounded soldiers, as well as victims 

of accidents mostly from working with horses 

and wagons. The larger medical wards were 

overflowing with patients suffering typhoid and A hospital ward in South Africa, with dirt floor 
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dysentery. Yellow jaundice and sunburn presented frequently. Then in 1901 a measles 

epidemic raged through both the military and civilian population. 

 Peace was declared on May 31, 1902 and all nurses who had served the full war were 

awarded the Queen’s (Victoria) South Africa Medal and the King’s (Edward VII) South 

Africa Medal. 

 On her return to Australia, Penelope remained in the Australian Army Nursing Service 

and official records categorize her as an “Efficient” each year from 1905 to 1914. 

 When World War I broke out, Penelope at the age of 44 years 3 months re-enlisted for 

service abroad. She was first assigned for duty on hospital ships and transports but in January 

1915 she arrived at No.3 Australian General Hospital Cairo as Head Sister. Later her unit was 

posted to France as a Casualty Clearing Station, then to the hospital at Marseilles where the 

nurses were overwhelmed by the number of casualties and worked day and night in very 

crowded conditions. There were four times as many patients as the hospital was equipped to 

handle. She also nursed on the hospital ships bringing the wounded from Gallipoli. 

 She was posted to Lemnos where the casualties were again very high and the hospital 

lacked basic essentials. The nurses were camped in tents, the food was inferior and many of 

the nurses became ill. 

 Back in England she became 

the Head Nurse at the 1
st
 Australian 

Military Hospital, Harefield Park, 

Middlesex, the only purely 

Australian Military Hospital in 

England. As many of the wounded 

were in hospital for weeks or even 

months, Sister Frater gave them 

autograph books to write, draw or 

paint in as a means of occupational 

therapy. Some men demonstrated 

incredible talent and some of their artwork still exists. She was promoted to Matron on 

October 16, 1918.  

 When World War I ended she was not discharged. Instead, she embarked on the ship 

Malta for Bombay from where she was posted to the Deccan War Hospital in Poona for duty. 

She was now classified as a member of the Australian Army Nursing Service India and the 

following September she transferred to the British Station Hospital in Bangalore. She 

remained in India for eleven months before returning to Australia where she was discharged 

on March 30, 1920. 

 After her discharge she worked tirelessly for ex-service personnel, particularly those 

suffering as a result of war wounds or illnesses. She bought a house at Cronulla which she 

used as her base, but sadly, it was destroyed in a bushfire taking with it her memorabilia, war 

medals and decorations. The Cronulla RSL banded together and by means of volunteer labour 

built her a new home, but two weeks after moving in she was taken ill and died in hospital on 

December 12, 1939, aged 70. 

Beverley Earnshaw 

 

 

 

Don’t forget that subscriptions are now due for 2017. Still great value! $15 per annum 

single and $20 for a couple. Pay Cath at meeting or send to PO Box 267, Kogarah 1485. 
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Trivia Quiz 

From Rodger Robertson 

Starting with “E”. 

 

1. Australian Prime Ministers either surname or first name starting with E? 

2. US Presidents starting with E? 

3. UN Countries starting with E?  

4. Sydney Metro stations starting with E?   

5. What is 2 under par on a hole in golf? 

6. Kings of England and GB starting with E since 1066? 

7. Melbourne Cup winners since 1945 starting with E?  

8. Test Cricket captains of Australia starting with E? 

9. A famous “E” scientist has an equation starting with E. What is it and what does it 

mean? And of course the scientist is? 

 

Answers: 
 

 
 

   

 
What’s On 

 

Planting Dreams: Grand Garden Designs: 

 

Don’t miss this beautiful exhibition at the State 

Library.  On until 17 April. The photography is 

wonderful. 

There are always interesting displays at the 

State and Mitchell Libraries and it is so easy to get 

to from our area. 

 

Sydney’s Early Cemeteries. 4 April at 11 am – 

State Library in the Metcalfe Auditorium   A talk 

by Lisa Murray. Lisa has just published a book called Sydney Cemeteries: A Field guide. Free 

but bookings required (9273 1770)’ 

 

Botany Bay Family History Society Heritage Fair. Gymea Tradies on 13
th

 May, 10 am – 

4pm. Free talks throughout day and around 50 tables/stalls of interest. 
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American Visitors to the Museum 
 

These visitors were of particular interest as 

they were descendants of the Carss family. 

Mrs Sandy Carss, her daughter 

Rebecca and son Dylan visited the Cottage 

on 3 January 2017.  

It was the second visit for Rebecca 

who had met with Janette Hollebone and 

Betty  Goodger in October 2013 when she 

came by train to the Cottage while doing 

graduate studies at the University of 

Wollongong.  Her parents had told her of 

the Cottage. 

Sandy had visited previously with her husband Lawrence Ernest Carss in 1991 and he 

had been encouraged to come by his aunt, Mrs Edna May Goudie, nee Carss, who lived in 

Ottawa, Canada. She had holidayed in Australia and New Zealand earlier where she learned 

about Carss Cottage. 

Mrs Goudie had written to the Society in 1992 seeking information on the Carss 

family and Joan Hatton had been her correspondent.  Joan Hatton, who is of course well 

known to our Society, had been to Duns in Scotland to research the Carss family and had 

established that William Carss was the youngest child of James and Mary.  He had been born 

in 1797 and had four brothers, John, Adam, George and James and also three sisters.  William 

(our Mr Carss) must have kept in touch with his family in Scotland because there were 

legacies to his nieces in his will. 

Joan Hatton had assumed that Mrs Goudie and her nephew Lawrence were descended 

from one of William’s brothers who had emigrated to Canada.  This was a reasonable 

assumption since William and his wife Helen had also intended to emigrate to the Americas 

in 1831 until persuaded to change their mind by the Rev. John Dunmore Lang who was 

recruiting skilled tradesmen to build a school in Sydney, New South Wales.  

However, when Mrs Goudie provided a family tree of her branch of the Carss family it 

showed that her earliest ancestor was Robert John Carss, 1813 – 1889. His son was George, 

his son Clarence Knowles, his son Ernest Vivian, his son, Lawrence Ernest and Lawrence’s 

children, Rebecca and Dylan.   

Six generations from Scotland to Canada 

to the United States of America. 

Photographs of William Carss and 

Clarence Knowles and Ernest Vivian Carss were 

exchanged at the time and Mrs Goudie professed 

to see some family resemblances.  The mystery 

remains however – were William and Robert John 

Carss cousins? 

More research is needed! 

Betty Goodger 

 

 

 

The Carss family with Beverley Earnshaw and Betty Goodger 

Sandy, Rebecca and Dylan Carss with Adele Ryan, 

Betty and Beverley at the grave of William Carss. 
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KOGARAH HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC 

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR YEAR 2016-2017 
 

 

EXPENDITURE: 

 $ 

 

Energy Australia 321.27 

Telstra 617.18 

Insurance and Affiliations 673.40 

Museum Cleaning & Post Box 817.40 

Museum Expenses & book purchases & Trove contribution 4,854.37 

Donations and Catering and Coach Trips 2,310.95 

Petty Cash 309.95 

Newsletters and Postage 1,305.57 

Administration, Equipment and Publications 1,584.99 

 

Total 12,795.08 

 

 

INCOME: $ 

 

Annual Subscriptions 1,570.00 

Museum Admission - Sundays 688.00 

Groups and Mondays at the Museum 1,469.50 

Outings, Raffles, Pens etc 1,787.00 

Publications, donations 1,173.50 

Grants and interest from IBD 5,502.44 

  

 

Total 12,190.44 

 

Signed   

 
 

David Shaw 

CPA 1443198 

NB: Originals held by Secretary 
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KOGARAH HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC 

RECONCILIATION STATEMENT 2016-2017 
 

 

Balance at Bank as at 1 February 2016 11,036.30 

Add Income to 31 January 2017 12,190.44 

 

Total 23,226.74 

 

Less Expenditure from 31 Jan 2016 – 31 Jan 2017 12,795.08 

 

Total 10,431.66 

 

Bank Balance as per statement 31 January 2017 10,431.66 

 

Fixed Deposits at St George Bank 60,000.00 

 

 

 

 

I have audited the records of Kogarah Historical Society Inc. and in my opinion the records 

are well kept and the financial statements drawn up for the period 01–02-2016 to 31–01-2017 

reflect fairly the position of the organisation. 

 

Signed 

 
 

David Shaw 

CPA 1443198 

 

NB: Originals held by Secretary 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you 
 

This space is a good opportunity to say a very sincere thank you to Cath Sullivan who is, 

and has been, doing a great job for 15 years as our Treasurer.  Leo, her husband is the 

Assistant Treasurer and we can always rely on both of them to help whenever they are 

needed. 

 

They volunteer at the Museum on Sundays, Cath conducts walks around the Park when we 

have groups visiting and also helps when we are organising trips and other events. 

 

(NB:  This is not a thank you and goodbye because we hope they are going to continue 

doing what they are doing for many years to come.)   
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BOOK REVIEW 
 

Independent Minds – A History of St George Girls High School 

by Pauline Curby 
 Syd., UNSW Press 2016   

 

The many “Old Girls” of the school will thoroughly enjoy this history of 

their school. It is well illustrated, so they will be able to relate to their 

uniform.  How well I remember my elder sister, complaining that she had 

to wear her black uniform stockings with her new pretty white dress for 

Speech Day!  

For me, who went to a different High School, I enjoyed the text 

which included far more than a recital of the achievements of former 

pupils.  There is a good overall history of public education in NSW, 

especially of the education of girls.  The author has used the reminiscences of former pupils to 

illustrate the struggle for girls to take advantage of the opportunity to study, as society tended 

to assign the position of Housewife to girls – not a career or a profession.  Our own member 

of Kogarah Historical Society, Beverly Earnshaw, is mentioned as typical of the times. 

 

 It was a big disappointment when her parents did not allow her to proceed to the  

Leaving Certificate…Beverley  joined  the Fourth Year commercial class.. .So that , 

Beverley says, was where  my school career finished, much to my sorrow.   

Undaunted, she later attended university as a mature age student and has had a 

successful career as a writer and professional historian. 

 

The principals are highlighted by short inserts throughout the text, with a photo and a 

short account of their experience, and the memories of both staff and pupils reflect the respect 

and even affection, felt for them. 

I can recommend this attractive, thoughtful and scholarly book as a “good read”. 

A copy can be obtained from the school for $70 or on line from Boomerang Books for 

$44.99. 

 

B Goodger 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Researchers Rejoice 

A Community Grant of $4000 was received from the Georges River Council in the 

recent awards.  Garry Darby and Beverley Earnshaw attended a function to receive 

the grant which was to allow the further digitisation of the St George Call on Trove. 

This project has now been completed and all the issues of the St George Call are on 

Trove for access by researchers.  Garry Darby will be providing practical tips on how 

to make the best of Trove at our next meeting. 
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Member Profile 
 

Wendy Keys has lived in the same house in Blakesley Road 

all her life.  She was born in 1937 in a private maternity 

hospital in Allawah run by Nurse Chiswick.  The house is 

part of an estate that was a former dairy farm subdivided at 

the time that the Hurstville train line was electrified.  

Her parents were Alva Victor Keys and Doreen Sarah 

Burgess-Cockcroft. Both were born in Australia. Doreen’s 

grandparents of Irish descent had arrived on the First Fleet, 

one as a convict and one as a private in the NSW regiment.  

Her father’s parents had come out with a Scottish Land 

company and settled in Tasmania, later moving to NSW to 

Redfern and then Waverley. Wendy’s grandfather was a 

horse trainer and her father was apprenticed to him until he 

got his license to ride full time and became a jockey.  Horses used to be walked from 

Waverley/Randwick to Moorefield to race – a fact that was of great interest to Anne Field 

(our speaker last month on the history of Moorefield Racecourse). 

Wendy’s parents met on Coogee beach where Alva was training to keep his weight 

down and Doreen was looking after her sister’s children, having come to Waverley to live 

with her grandmother after both her parents were killed in horse related accidents.  They 

married and Alva gave up being a jockey at the request of his wife.  They had two children, 

Wendy and a younger brother, Tony, who was tragically killed in an accident in 1964. 

The family were devout Catholics and Wendy went to school at St Patricks Kogarah 

and then Santa Sabina, an independent Catholic school, at Strathfield.  Apparently it was 

chosen because that was where Catholic girls could get a leaving certificate which was quite 

rare at that time.  Wendy remembers that Potts Point would have been an alternative but that 

would have meant going through King’s Cross and her father put his foot down!  

In 1951, at age 13, during bicentenary celebrations of Australia becoming a 

Commonwealth she was involved in an accident between a tram and truck and her head 

injuries left her with epilepsy. She left school with her leaving certificate in 1954 but her 

ambition to be a teacher was ruled out by the Dept of Education because of the epilepsy. She 

stayed at home for six months but during that time assisted her father, now a superintendent 

for an insurance company, with banking. The bank was the ANZ and they were looking for 

extra staff. The Manager had noted her regular visits and when he heard that she had a leaving 

certificate sent her to head office in Martin Place and she started work for them in 1955.  

Wendy remembers that she received an additional £1 per week because she had a leaving 

certificate. After 9 months she was transferred to Hurstville as a lady bill clerk, a position 

usually occupied by a male.   

There were two women clerks, Wendy and Betty Hickman (many of you will know 

Betty). They became friends and in fact share a birthday. After 9 years there the accountant 

decided that a lady was standing in the way of a promotion for a gentleman so Wendy was 

sent again to head office and transferred to the travel Department, a position much sought 

after. She travelled through much of Europe and Asia on educational tours, courtesy of ANZ 

and various airlines.   
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The bank merged with the ES & A in the 70s, Wendy’s mother had died by this time 

and her father disapproved of all her travelling and she went back to general banking, retiring 

in 1983. In 1986 she fell off a roof (clearing a fallen tree) and received serious spinal injuries 

which from that day have impacted on her quality of life.   

Hobbies and interests have included shooting and Wendy was one of two women 

members at the Bexley Small Bore Rifle Club for many years and still holds a licence 

although she no longer shoots.  Her work for the Labor Party has been rewarded by life 

membership and she still helps out in campaigns. She is an avid reader of political books and 

biographies and is addicted to Radio National but also enjoys listening to murder mysteries on 

an audio CD.  Her house is full of interesting photographs and trophies mostly to do with 

racing and family.  Neither she nor her brother married – Tony was too interested in sport 

according to Wendy and she really wasn’t interested enough. 

Wendy has been a member of the Society since 2008 but is not always able to come to 

meetings.  We wish her good health in the future and hope to see her at events this year. 

Gill Whan 

 

A Rare Success 

When Garry Darby stood up at our recent meeting and said “The result of the campaign to 

save Primrose House was not good” faces fell. He went on to say “It was fantastic!” 

The efforts of so many people were rewarded when it was announced that Primrose House 

had been sold to the Presbyterian Church Property Trust and would become “The Brighton 

Preparatory School” for Scots College. 

On Saturday 25 February an Open Day was held at 

Primrose House where people could inspect the property, 

see the plans for restoration and talk to Scots College staff.   

There was also a formal ceremony to hand over the keys 

when the very large crowd was addressed by the Scots 

College Principal, and other dignitaries Many people 

received thanks for the extraordinary work put in to assist 

in the preservation of the building.  This included our 

hardworking member and author, Garry Darby.  Raffa the 

Dog was named as the official Primrose House Rescue 

Dog and made a school prefect  and all in all it was a 

splendid occasion.   

The Scots College 

Pipe Band were on 

hand, there was a 

sausage sizzle, and 

plenty of things to 

entertain the children including a baby animal nursery.  

Kogarah Historical Society was well represented with at 

least 18 of our members spotted in the crowd. The public will also be invited to inspect the 

building after the restoration and before the school opens.  A good outcome.  

Gill Whan 

Williamson 

Cup, Racing 

trophy. Horse 

depicted on 

an Emu egg. 

Photo: Garry Darby 
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A Forgotten Heroine 

By Beverley Earnshaw  
 

The small parcel of land on the corner of South Street and Montgomery Street has for decades 

been known as The South Street Reserve
1
. It was so named in honour of John Abraham 

South, a pioneer of Kogarah who originally owned the site. However, the name was never 

registered with the Geographical Names Board so officially it remained nameless. The former 

Kogarah Council resolved to name this area “Shunde Gardens” but it is uncertain whether this 

resolution has automatically lapsed with the abolition of that Council and its replacement with 

an administrator. 

 Accordingly, Kogarah Historical Society in conjunction with several other 

organizations would like to suggest that the area be named in honour of a worthy resident of 

Kogarah. The land’s proximity to St. George Private Hospital suggests the subject should be a 

person of the medical profession, a doctor or nurse, who served in World War 1. 

 A number of eligible candidates was researched but 

the most outstanding appeared to be Nurse Edith Blake. Edith 

Blake grew up in Vista Street, Sans Souci until she began her 

nursing training at Prince Henry Hospital. When World War 

1 broke out, Edith and several of her nursing colleagues 

responded to a British request for 200 Australian Nurses to 

join the British Queen Alexandra’s Imperial Military Nursing 

Service. 

 She left Australia on April 12, 1915 and saw service 

in Heliopolis and Alexandria. Then much to her chagrin she 

was posted to a new hospital in Belmont, Surrey, which was 

for German prisoners-of-war. The nurses there were unpopular with the townspeople who 

were under the misapprehension that they had volunteered for the job. Edith applied for a 

transfer to France, but instead was posted to the 

hospital ship, HMHS Glenart Castle.  

 The Glenart Castle left Newport in 

South Wales on February 26, 1918, headed for 

Brest in France to pick up wounded. The night 

was clear, the sea moderate and the ship had all 

lights blazing as hospital ships were required to 

do. Suddenly without warning a torpedo from a 

German U-Boat crashed into the starboard side. 

The engines stopped. The wireless transmitter was disabled, so no distress call could be sent. 

The ship listed heavily and took only eight minutes to sink. One hundred and sixty two people 

were killed including the Captain, seven doctors, 47 medical orderlies and 8 nurses including 

Edith Blake. 

 Edith Blake was the only Australian nurse to die in World War 1 as a result of 

enemy action. As we approach the centenary of her death in February 2018, this might be an 

appropriate time for the Kogarah Historical Society to apply to the Geographical Names 

Board for the name of Edith Blake to be memorialized and commemorated.  

                                                 
1
  See the Society’s Newsletter Volume 6 No.5 November/December, 2014 


