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Audience enjoying new shade umbrellas and a perfect day at Monday at the Museum in September.
Colin Beacroft spoke on C E W Bean WW1 journalist and war historian.

Meetings and Speakers
Thursday 9 November 2017
Catherine Bishop, Author
Colonial Businesswomen in NSW

Thursday 14 December 2017
Christmas lunch
Mortdale RSL (details inside)

Meetings start at 2 pm in the School of Arts, Bowns Rd/Queens Ave Kogarah. Enjoy the
speaker, then chat over afternoon tea. A short business meeting follows. Apologies for
non-attendance at meetings should go to the Secretary, Gill Whan (9546 4623). Visitors
welcome.
Find us on Facebook

Mondays at the Museum
27 November 2017

Bruce Watt, President of Sutherland Historical Society
The last for the year. Come and hear Bruce Watt telling us about the history of the Shire.
Bruce has published a book on the subject and will bring copies. We will stay outside for the
speaker if weather permits, then as always you can check out the museum. Cost is $5 which
covers our delicious morning tea and gives you a chance to win a lucky door prize. Bookings
essential as space is limited and it helps with catering. To reserve your place please ring
Adele Ryan on 9529 6730 or leave a message on her answering machine.

Sunday Museum Roster
Opening hours 1pm–5pm. (summer hours)

5th
12th
19th
26th

Nov 2017
Carole Tier & Ken Grieve
Gill Whan & Heather Campbell
Betty Goodger & Pat Young
Mavis Ward & Fred Scott

rd

3
10th
17th
24th
31st

December 2017
Wendy Agzarian & Elaine Filewood
Adele Ryan & Joe Spinelli
Betty Goodger & Gill Whan
Closed
Closed

St George Concert Band will play on 12 November and 10 December. Christmas cake
and coffee/tea in December – free. All welcome.
Problems: If you need to exchange days with someone, please try to do so amongst
yourselves, otherwise contact Wendy Agzarian (9774 3667)

Committee 2017 (*denotes Executive)
Beverley Earnshaw

President:*
Vice President:*

Pat Young

Ph: 9546 1091
Ph. 9593 1898

Secretary :*
OfficerOfficer
Treasurer:*

Gill Whan
Cath Sullivan

Ph: 9546 4623
Ph: 9579 6149

Public Officer*

Gill Whan

Ph: 9546 4623

Committee Members: Wendy Agzarian, Beryl Butters (Life member), Trudy Johns (Life
member), Glynn Pulling, Robert McGarn, Rodger Robertson, Adele Ryan, Mavis Ward.
Committee Meeting Venues:
6 Nov
2 pm Gill Whan, 11 Dewrang St, Carss Park (9546 4623)
11 Dec
2 pm Beverley Earnshaw, 15 Hamer St, Kogarah Bay (9546 1091)
Feb 18
2 pm Pat Young, 25 Culver Street, Monterey (9593 1898)

Welcome to New Member
Kogarah’s
Amazing
Achievers
Wendy
Jerks
Sister
Penelope
Frater
– War
Nursethe Society
We hope you
enjoy
your
time
with
Gwen
Coxhead
Photo

The official opening of the
Carss Park reserve as a
public recreation area took
place on Anniversary Day,
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Kogarah’s Amazing Achievers
Elizabeth Broderick – Lawyer
and her brilliant Sisters
By Beverley Earnshaw
In 2016 Kogarah Historical Society was lamenting
the loss of Griffith House, the charming historic
residence in Gray Street, Kogarah, which was part
of the hospital campus. Although remembered for its
long history and architectural merit, Griffith House
was also a family home. It was reserved as the
residence of the Medical Superintendent of
St.George Hospital and in 1964 Dr Frank Broderick
moved in with his wife and three year old twin
daughters, Elizabeth and Jane.
As identical twins, Elizabeth and Jane had a rare and unique upbringing. Their parents
were determined that they should lead individual lives, forming their own circles of friends
and having an independent and equal education. They were never dressed alike or given the
same hairstyles. Elizabeth was enrolled at Sans Souci Public School and Jane went to Carlton
South. At secondary level they attended separate private colleges. Their first experience of
being dressed alike was when they joined the Kogarah Brownies. In 1968 their younger sister
Carolyn was born.
After graduating from high school the twins followed different career paths. Elizabeth
studied law and became a partner at Blake Dawson Waldron (now Ashurts) and as her career
forged ahead she was appointed to many prestigious positions in public life. From 2007 to
2011 she was the Commissioner responsible for Age Discrimination, an arm of the Australian
Human Rights Commission. She held the role of Federal Sex Discrimination Commissioner
(2007-2015) and her strong public profile won her many
accolades. She was the winner in the Overall and Diversity
Category of ‘100 Women of Influence’ sponsored by the
Australian Financial Review and Westpac in 2014. She
received the Centenary Medal in 2003 and the NSW Business
Woman of the Year Award Telstra 2001.
In September 2017 she was appointed by the United
Nations Human Rights Council in Geneva as a Special
Mandate Holder (Independent Expert) on discrimination
against women, representing all the developed nations of the
world. Her duties will take her to numerous countries and
require her to report back to the Human Rights Council and
General Assembly on the status of women across the world.
Twin sister, Jane (now Latimer), studied physiotherapy
then a PhD and is now a Professor at the University of Sydney in the Medical School. Jane
leads research in three main areas. The first and largest area is in primary care management of
spinal pain, while the second and third are in the rapidly growing areas in paediatrics,
specifically foetal alcohol spectrum disorders and children with haemophilia.
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Elizabeth and Jane both aspire to create positive change in the world and to this end
they have been able to collaborate although they have different areas of expertise. When
Elizabeth first became Sex Discrimination Commissioner she met with female Aboriginal
elders in the West Kimberleys who had lobbied hard for restrictions on alcohol. With her
medical background, Jane stepped in and together they determined to raise the profile of these
strong and deserving women. With a professional film maker, Jane and Elizabeth made a
video telling the story of the women of Fitzroy Crossing. They arranged with the Australian
Government to launch the video at the United Nations in front of indigenous populations from
192 countries. To this end they took with them a number of women from the Aboriginal
Community. It was a culture shock taking them from the banks of the Fitzroy River to the
concrete jungles of Manhattan. When they arrived, it was snowing. They had never seen
snow. They were very apprehensive but they presented themselves beautifully before a United
Nations Forum. The film was an outstanding success.
Not to be outdone, from 1983 to 1988 the younger sister, Carolyn, achieved a
Bachelor of Medicine and a Bachelor of Surgery at the University of NSW and became a staff
specialist at Westmead Children’s Hospital. She was a member of the Medical Commission of
the Australian Olympic Committee and became sports medicine doctor for three Olympics,
the latest being Rio in 2016. After serving on several sporting bodies, in June 2017 Carolyn
Broderick was appointed Chief Medical Officer for Tennis Australia.
The three sisters have a tight bond. Now married, they live within walking distance of
each other and of their father and if professional obligations take one sister overseas, the
others take care of her children. All three sisters agree they have fond memories of their early
years, growing up in Kogarah.


House keeping
Special General Meeting.

Notice is hereby given that a special general
meeting will be held prior to the ordinary business meeting on 9 November to
consider proposed amendments to the Kogarah Historical Society Constitution. The
amendments are included with this newsletter and we urge you to read through and
raise any concerns with the Secretary prior to the meeting as we would prefer not to
deal with individual amendments but to put the whole Constitution, as amended, to
the meeting for a vote. The majority of amendments are those that are required by a
Review of the Associations Incorporation Act (to acknowledge use of new
technologies for example) and others are changes or updates relevant to the Society
now. Ph: Gill Whan 9546 4623 with any queries.

Newsletters. You can now access past copies of the newsletters on our website. Go
to the Website www.kogarah.historicalsociety.com.au and on the home page go to
paragraph three and click on newsletters. This will also allow you to access the Index
if you are searching for a particular topic.
Our sincere thanks to three people who make this possible. Betty Goodger who keeps
the Index up-to-date, Rodger Robertson who copied all old newsletters (previously to
a disk) and Fred Scott who does our website and has now added the newsletters to it.
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Oatley Public School turns 100
By Rodger Robertson
Oatley was originally part of the Oatley Grant to James Oatley in 1833. But the evidence is
that it was not settled until the railway from Sydney to the South Coast passed through the
area in 1885. Charles Cecil Griffiths purchased the land from James Oatley’s son in 1881.
Once the railway had been established and a station built at Oatley, then land was subdivided
and sold in the suburb. By 1900 the population was growing and the Oatley School of Arts
was built in 1905.
By this time local residents were complaining about children having to “tramp two
miles” to Mortdale School. Also Mortdale School was overcrowded and many students were
accommodated in a hall away from the school. Thus, in 1914, an Inspector from the
Department
of
Public
Instruction
recommended that classes be opened at
Oatley. But WW1 intervened, putting on

School of Arts 1917

schofor a time the implementation of the
hold
idea.
The school opened at the School of
Arts on 2nd October 1917 with headmaster
Mr W J Horne and teachers Miss Yates and Miss Marjorie Phillips. The only classes were
3rds and below whilst the older
children went to Mortdale. There were
69 enrolments in late 1917.
Mr J Dennis arrived at the
school as an Inspector from the
Department a month after it opened.
Here are some of his remarks. He
noted that the school was “mainly for
younger children who would find it too
far to walk to Mortdale School”. He
found that “suitable time tables and
1919 outside the School of Arts
programmes of lessons had been drawn
up and the School Records are being properly kept. The children are amenable to control and
are orderly and well behaved. There is no caning. The teachers are trying to train the
children to speak well” but he noted more attention was needed to this aspect! Writing was
also of prime concern and he wrote “strict watch to prevent the formation of wrong habits in
letter formation” was being done. And in arithmetic “the 3rd class is doing long division”. He
noted that the school also was encouraging geography about the local area and about the study
of local birds. Scripture was being attended to and the school was encouraging manual work
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with woodwork for the boys and “girls have made a good beginning with sewing and some of
them can knit; and in the singing there is a tendency to shout”. Mr Dennis also noted that out
of 69 enrolments there were only 49 present, but he noted it was a wet day.
In 1922 the school moved to
the present site and the photo shows
the school in 1930s.

In 2017 a book has been produced and an open
day held where many old students returned and were
greeted by students and staff to a wonderful display of
historical photos and material.


Trivia Quiz
NSW Governors (especially for people who did the tour of Government House on Friday 27
October – you should know all the answers)

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

The first Governor was Arthur Phillip and the second was?
The first female Governor of NSW was and in what year?
The first NSW born Governor was in what year?
Longest serving NSW governor was? Second and third longest?
How long did William Bligh last as Governor of NSW?
Shortest stint at Governor of NSW was?
Who was Governor directly after Bligh’s downfall and until Macquarie arrived?
Which famous Governor General was Lieutenant Governor of NSW from 197374?
9. What famous landmark in Sydney Harbour is named after a NSW Governor?
Answers:
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The Charge of the 4th Australian Light Horse at
Beersheba
David Martin has written a thought provoking article for the 100th anniversary of the Battle of
Beersheba fought on 31st October 1917.
The Third Battle of Gaza is best known to
Australians for the mounted charge of their
4th Light Horse late on the first day of that
battle, against the Turks, on 31 October
1917. It would be immortalised in two
feature films, Charles Chauvel’s Forty
Thousand Horsemen (1940) and Ian
Grant’s The Light Horsemen (1987). The
episode would be remembered as an epic, as a great victory for Australian arms. It fitted in
ideally with the Anzac legend that Australia’s Official War Historian, Charles Bean, set about
crafting of the AIF containing many men from the bush who, despite lacking in discipline,
were otherwise ideally suited to be soldiers – because of their bush-craft, their ability to
improvise, their skill as horsemen and with a rifle. And Australians liked to congratulate
themselves that the action of their countrymen at Beersheba marked the turning point of the
war in the Middle East. Yet for some historians, the episode was an example of nationalist
myth-making. On the basis of the following information, what do you think?
Back in October 1914 the Turks had entered the First World War on the side of
Germany. In January 1915 they made an attack on the Suez Canal which was easily repulsed
by the British. After the Australian Light Horse was withdrawn from Gallipoli in December,
they were deployed to help defend Egypt and its Canal Zone, together with New Zealand,
British and Indian units. Beginning in August 1916, these troops would advance slowly
northwards across the harsh Sinai Peninsula. The Turks would win few victories during the
war: their troops were not well equipped and they were poorly supplied. Nevertheless, they
would acquire a reputation for bravery and for stubborn defence. By January 1917 the Allied
Desert Column had pushed them out of Sinai. In March the Allies entered southern Palestine
and proceeded to launch two unsuccessful frontal attacks to capture the town of Gaza – on 26
March and 17-19 April. Thus alerted, the Turks set about fortifying the town. At the same
time, Allied forces were receiving reinforcements and significant amounts of artillery and
aircraft. They also received a new commander, Sir Edmund ‘The Bull’ Allenby, from the
Western Front and his presence bolstered morale which had been faltering. Under his
leadership the Allied force expanded into a formidable, modern, all-arms military force. The
Turks were soon outnumbered and outgunned, although their Allied opponents were
disadvantaged by supply problems, especially a shortage of water.
Under Allenby, a new plan was prepared to capture Gaza, involving a less direct
attack. The first step was to attack the town of Beersheba, to the south-east of Gaza: once that
was in Allied hands the Turkish defences of Gaza would be considerably weakened. The
wells at Beersheba would also provide the attackers with a much-needed water supply. So,
early on the morning of 31 October 1917, the British 60th Infantry Division advanced on
western Beersheba, initiating an engagement that continued for most of the day. The attack
succeeded thanks in part to the overwhelming artillery support the British infantry received,
and by 1 pm they had taken most of their objectives. But Allenby then refused a request that
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the infantry be allowed to capture the whole of the town, as it appeared they were on the verge
of achieving. Rather, his plan was for the Desert Mounted Corps to be given that opportunity.
During the night of 30-31 October, two divisions of the Desert Mounted Corps, under
the command of Australia’s Lieutenant General Sir Harry Chauvel, had conducted a march
around the town so they could attack from the rear, from the north and east. However it was
held up by Turkish defenders, and could not get into position by as early as 9 am as had been
hoped. Just after 2 pm Allenby sent a message to Chauvel that it was imperative that an attack
be launched. Chauvel responded that, contrary to his original orders, he was considering
withdrawing his force. Allenby
responded with an order that
Beersheba needed to be captured
‘today’! But the situation of
Chauvel’s force was becoming
serious because many of its horses
had been without water for some
time. It was at about 4 pm that
Chauvel decided to order his
Charge at Beersheba by George Lambert (1920)
uncommitted 4th Light Horse
Brigade to charge. Three waves of mounted troops, roughly 800 in all, were drawn up across
6.4 kilometres of open terrain. The action commenced around 4:30 pm, in rapidly fading light
and shrouded in dust – which made the horsemen very difficult targets. Many who charged
did so with bayonets in hand – but not swords, because they had been trained, and equipped,
to fight as mounted infantry, not cavalrymen. What was a last desperate throw of the dice by
Chauvel, which could well have been a disaster, a suicide mission, then turned into an
incredibly successful operation. There being no barbed-wire, they quickly swept through the
machine gun and artillery fire of the defenders, and dismounted to fight hand-to-hand. They
killed 31 Turks and wounded another 32, whilst taking more than 1000 prisoners – at a cost of
32 killed and 36 wounded. And they captured all but two of the town’s 17 all-important wells
intact, plus two reservoirs containing 90,000 gallons of water. This opened the way for the
capture of Gaza, which the British infantry went on to accomplish.
Back in Australia the charge of the Light Horse would be hailed as the last cavalry
charge ever conducted in the history of warfare. This was not correct - although it is true that
the use of cavalry in modern warfare no longer made much sense. A week after the charge at
Beersheba, on 8 November 1917, 170 members of the British 5th Mounted Brigade charged
the Turks at Huj, in Palestine, achieving a victory but at a heavy cost – with 100 of the 170
horses involved in the charge being killed.
The last really great cavalry charges in history would be conducted during the PolishSoviet War fought between 1919 and 1921, such as that during the Battle of Komarow, which
was almost totally a cavalry engagement, involving the use of sabres and lances, in which the
Poles lost roughly 500 men killed plus 700 horses, and the Soviet 1st Cavalry Army lost at
least 3000 men. But even in September 1939, the Poles used cavalry against the German
invasion of their country. Then, on 21 January 1941, the Italian Army used 250 cavalrymen in
a charge in Abyssinia, at Keru. And on 25 August 1942 Italian cavalry charged Soviet forces
at Izbusenskij.
David Martin
Close to home: Betty Reynold’s father was one of the men in the charge on Beersheba.
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Railway Clock
Our large railway clock from the foyer of Carss Cottage has
gone to be renovated.
Doug Minty and a friend from the Clock Makers Association
visited and have undertaken to do their best to bring us back
a working model (with hands that are not kept on with blue
tack!)
When they return they hope to bring members of the
Association with them to inspect the Museum and we have
promised a special afternoon tea and small ceremony to start
the clock.
G. Whan


What’s on!
Sydney’s 175th Birthday: November 1 is the 175th anniversary of the inauguration of the City of
Sydney. There will be an exhibition at the Town Hall featuring civic and social history events,
people and places dating from 1842-2017 plus talks by historians, curators and archivists.
Town Hall: 5 November, 4.30 pm - An organ recital of a composition created to celebrate the
Town Hall’s 19th century grand organ. For more information check out
www.whatson.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au
Hurstville Museum and Gallery: 4 November-13 December. Georges River Art and Sculpture
Prize. Little Artist Prize and Youth Prize on display at Kogarah Library and Cultural Centre.
Official Opening: Friday 10 November 2017, 6pm, Hurstville Museum & Gallery. RSVP:
https://www.trybooking.com/SJEP

Carss Cottage: Wednesday 15 November 10am–12md. Article writing workshop
conducted by Beverley Earnshaw. Bookings through Beverley (9546 1091) or Gill Whan
(9546 4623).
St Raphael’s Church: Sunday 19 November, 10 am. Book launch An Ornament to the District.
The founding of St Raphael’s church, South Hurstville. Author Rosie Gould. Launch, following
mass at 8.30 am, by the Most Reverend Richard Umbers, Auxiliary Bishop of Sydney. All
welcome.
Hurstville Library: Thursday 23 November, 6.00pm – 7.00 pm. Author Talk. Dr Paul Irish. Dr
Irish is the author of a book Hidden in Plain View which pieces together Aboriginal history of
coastal Sydney, shedding light on a poorly understood period of Sydney’s history. Bookings
essential – online through Eventbrite or ring library.

Vale
The Society has lost two members, both of whom died in August.
Farewell to Linda Beattie and Myra Moore. We send our deepest sympathies to their
family and friends. R.I.P.
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Member Profile
Betty Hickman

was born and has lived in this area all
her life. She is now 90 years old. Her family, on both sides
were early settlers.
Her paternal grandfather Thomas
William Hickman was working for a heavy engineering firm
called The Danks in Birmingham UK which was about to
open a branch in Sydney. Various members of staff were
asked to come out to Australia for six months and see if they
wanted to stay. Betty’s grandfather liked it very much and
sent for his wife and their four sons, one of which was
Betty’s father. They came out on a ship under both steam and
sail and settled in Mullins Street Balmain. Her grandmother
opened a lolly shop in her front room and over the course of a
few years they were able to buy land in Paris Street Carlton
(formerly Wilhelm Street) and build the family home which
is still standing.
Her maternal grandmother was of German descent. Andreas Bitsch, Betty’s great
grandfather, was born in Baden Baden which was part of Prussia then. His family were
Lutheran and subject to persecution, and the family, with 4 year old Andreas, made their way
across Europe to Liverpool and boarded a ship for Melbourne. From Melbourne they went by
coastal steamer to Sydney, arriving in 1854. They settled in Chippendale where Betty believes
there was already a group of Lutherans in the area. Andreas grew up to be a stone mason and
worked on some of the lovely old sandstone buildings of Sydney before he died of silicosis
aged 43 years. Harriet Florence his daughter, (Betty’s Grandmother) was born in the area and
became a cook. She married William Fern and after the marriage and birth of Betty’s mother,
Florence, they bought land in Plant Street, Carlton, and built a home.
Both sides of the family were now in Carlton which was then thinly populated but had
the only station and the line terminated at Hurstville. Town water was available but the family
and many others still had wells and Betty remembers her grandmother saying that if the well
went dry they could always get water from Old Mother Hamer – she always had water in her
well but used to charge so much for a bucket. Her mother was an only child and father,
Albert, was the first son and they only lived a few streets apart so they were bound to meet
and they used to do their courting rambling through Carss Park. They were married in St
Pauls church Kogarah in October 1912 and produced 5 children of which Betty is the 4th, born
in April 1927. She remembers her childhood as being one full of people. She was 13 years
younger than her siblings and so when she was growing up they were entertaining friends and
life was just one happy fun filled time. There were nine in the house (Grandparents shared
the house) so never a dull moment. Betty remembers that her ‘Nanny’ used to do all the
cooking and remembers apple dumplings, steak and kidney pies and most of all custard tarts.
At age 6 years she started school in Arthur Street Carlton, a small school run by Mrs
Yeo, who had turned her front room into a kindergarten. Sums were learned on slates and
they were required to bring a wet sponge to school to clean them. They learnt to read and
write on an exercise book with lines 1/4 inch apart to allow room to practice letters. She was
there about 15 months and then went to South Carlton Public, St George Girls High School
and then Stotts Business College to learn typing and shorthand. From there she was recruited
by the Bank of Australasia which eventually, after a few mergers, became the ANZ banking
group. This was 1943. Until then women in the bank had just answered the phone and typed
but with most of the bank officers joining the services women were put into other positions.
Before long Betty was on the ledgers, at that time unheard of for a woman. She remembers
the ledgers as magnificent and describes them as so heavy you could hardly pick them up,
leatherbound, all headings in copper plate writing and on a sloping desk with a ridge on the
bottom. Betty had to climb on a stool to use them putting a foot on the rung to get up and
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remembers feeling like Uriah Heep in David Copperfield. All transactions were recorded by
hand and every Monday they were balanced. If it came out correct it was called a ‘slicker’ but
if not, the employee sat there until the mistake was found.
When the men returned in 1945 Betty was ‘tipped off’ the ledgers but there was still a
shortage of staff because there was an upsurge in business and so she went round various
departments to help out and became quite proficient in all areas. In 1975 she was appointed
Assistant Manager of the ANZ in Hurstville, a big thing in those days. After two years there,
she was appointed to Earlwood Branch as the Manager. She didn’t know until later that the
Branch was not doing well and they were thinking of closing it. At the time the migrant
Greeks were moving out of Marrickville into Earlwood, Bardwell Park area and the bank was
very keen on ‘unsecured’ personal loans, with a criteria (equity in a house or a job) attached.
On her first day solo at Earlwood, she opened up and there were three Greeks sitting outside
the door wanting a personal loan. There was no reason not to give them a loan so she gave it
and from there the bank took off. She was anxious to make a success of the position because
if she hadn’t it would have put back the case for women’s promotion. She held that position
for 4 years and then went to Strathfield, a large branch. The bank had been held up twice and
three weeks after Betty arrived it was held up a third time, frightening, particularly as the
staff, now mostly women tellers, realised that this was the same group as before. They got
away but the Police eventually caught them.
The early 80s wasn’t a good time to be a bank manager whether male or female
because with interest rates at 20% or more, many customers tried all ways to get term deposits
paid early. By this time Betty was looking at sun and blue sky through the skylight of her
manager’s office and thinking “There must be something better than this”. So she retired
early.
Since then she has travelled quite a lot to Europe and America and also been active in
the community. She was Treasurer of the Hurstville Community Committee set up by
Council, for 12 years, President of the Camellia and Azalea Society, Secretary of U3A, and
used to organise St Cuthbert’s Church fetes. She is interested in ballet, opera and the Sydney
Theatre Company and has tried her hand at painting and embroidery and as she says, “You
name it, I’ve done it”. Her age restricts her to a degree and she no longer drives but still gets
a lot of pleasure out of life. She is of course a member of the Society and we look forward to
seeing her at future meetings and events.
G. Whan

Community Awards
Congratulations to Cath Sullivan and Gilda Tilia who will both receive a St George
Community Award at a ceremony on 9 November at Club Central, Hurstville, starting at 6
pm. We were delighted to nominate Cath who joined the Society in 1978 and has been
our Hon Treasurer for 16 years and also served 15 years as a volunteer for St George
Community Transport. Gilda Tilia joined us in 1997 and has been active in her support
for the Society since then. She is the Queen of Catering for Mondays at the Museum and
we estimate that she has baked in excess of 2000 scones during that time. Gilda gets up at
5 am to bake on the day of our event and her scones are legendary. We thank them both
and are pleased that their work is being recognised.
Garry Darby will also receive a Community Award. He has been nominated by Mark
Coure for his contribution to the community, his creativity, initiative, personal time and
dedication. A well-deserved tribute to Garry’s work.
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Trip to Town
16 of our members undertook the
latest Kogarah Historical Society
outing to Government House and
then to the NSW Parliament.
In both places we were fortunate
to have very enthusiastic and
knowledgeable
guides
and
although many of us had visited
before, I think we all learned
previously unknown facts.
The
NSW
Governor,
the
Honourable David Hurley and
Mrs Hurley live on the premises
(and we were shown photos in
case we ran into them) and the
Historic Houses Trust had done a
magnificent job in refurbishing the
rooms in the period that the Governor did not reside there. The portraits of previous governors
and other paintings were interesting and our guide was an expert on the structure of the House
as well as the history.
We were able to relax over lunch at Parliament House in the public café (which also serves
wine) before touring and hearing the history of both the Lower and the Upper Houses. The
House was not sitting so we were able to sit in the chambers for the talk. It was quite a long
day and I think we all enjoyed it but were ready for a rest at the end of it.
G. Whan

I can hardly believe I am saying this again already but

Merry Christmas
We hope you will join us for the Society’s Christmas Lunch
Thursday 14 December
Mortdale RSL
Cost $25
Mavis Ward is again organising the lunch so expect quizzes, lots of prizes, a
good meal and good company.
A separate invitation is included with this newsletter as a reminder
A note to finish on: We complain about traffic in the City often but in July 1886 in George
Street the number of horse-drawn vehicles passing near Town Hall daily was 10,960 –
some were a coach and pair and the total number of horses passing was 19,776!
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