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Our member, Garry Darby, sold local history books at the Sans Souci Supabarn

Meetings and Speakers
Thursday 8 February 2018
Graham Sims, Principal/Educator,
to speak on Bea Miles, Sydney

Thursday 8 March 2018
Annual General Meeting &
Elections, followed by three short

Eccentric

historic videos.

Meetings start at 2 pm in the School of Arts, Bowns Road/Queens Avenue Kogarah. Enjoy the
speaker, then chat over afternoon tea. A short business meeting follows. Apologies for nonattendance at meetings should go to the Secretary, Gill Whan (9546 4623). Visitors welcome.
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Happy New Year!
The President, Committee and members of Kogarah Historical Society wish
their friends and wish each other a happy, healthy and successful year in 2018.
After a great year in 2017, we look forward to exciting times in 2018.
Entries close for our inaugural Local History Prize on March 8, 2018, so I urge
everybody to GET WRITING! Remember, there are three prizes, each of $500.

Sunday Museum Roster
Opening Hours 1 pm-5 pm (Summer hours)
January 2018
February 2018
7th Wendy Agzarian & Elaine Filewood
14th Gill Whan & Heather Campbell
21st Betty Goodger & Pat Young
28th Mavis Ward & Robert McGarn

4th Carol Tier & Ken Grieve
11th Adele Ryan & Joe Spinelli
18th Betty Goodger & Gill Whan
25th Miryam & Niver Rodriguez

Roster for Australia Day, January 26
12 noon – 2 pm Gill Whan, Robert McGarn & Wendy Agzarian
2 pm – 4 pm Cath & Leo Sullivan and Beverley Earnshaw
4 pm – 6 pm Betty Goodger & Gill Whan

Committee 2017 (* denotes Executive)
President:*
Vice President:*
Secretary:*
Treasurer:*
Public Officer:*

Beverley Earnshaw
Pat Young
Gill Whan
Cath Sullivan
Gill Whan

Ph: 9546 1091
Ph.9593 1898
Ph. 9546 4623
Ph.9579 6149
Ph. 9546 4623

Committee Members: Wendy Agzarian. Beryl Butters (Life Member), Trudy Johns (Life
Member), Glynn Pulling, Robert McGarn, Rodger Robertson, Adele Ryan, Mavis Ward.

5 Feb
5 March
9 April

Committee Meeting Venues:
2 pm Pat Young, 25 Culver Street, Monterey (9593 1898)
2 pm Gill Whan, 11 Dewrang St, Carss Park (9546 4634)
2 pm Adele Ryan, 5 Endeavour St, Sans Souci (9529 6730)

Welcome to New Member
Margaret James
We hope you
enjoy yourAchievers
time with the Society
Kogarah's
Amazing
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Kogarah’s Amazing Achievers
Gary Arthur Chapman - Olympic Gold Medalist
Gary Chapman was born on March 12, 1938 at Brighton-leSands. His father, Arthur Chapman, was the proprietor of
'Chapman's', the well-known Sports Store in Rockdale.
In 1943 he started school at Kogarah Primary and
by the age of 7 he had learned to swim at Ramsgate Baths.
As a promising youngster he was soon coached by Steve
Duff.
He attended Kogarah High School from 1949 to
1953 and represented his school at the combined high
Schools championships, swimming times which enabled
him to compete at State level.
On March 29, 1951, at the age of 13 he won his
First major NSW title at the P.S.A.A.A. (Public Schools
Amateur Athletic Association) Swimming Carnival at North
Sydney Olympic Pool. At that carnival he won five
Championships.

Gary Chapman with his father,
Arthur Chapman

By 1953, at the age of 15, he was swimming on a National level and at the Australian
Championships in 1953 he won the 440 yards freestyle in 4 minutes 42.6 seconds, achieving
his first Australian record. He left school in 1953.
Under a new coach, Frank Guthrie, at the Enfield Pool he again entered the Australian
Championships and in the 440 yards freestyle, he broke his own record. He also won the 880
yards freestyle in a record time of 10 minutes 18 seconds.
By the age of 16, Gary Chapman was a big boy, nicknamed 'the big horse' by his team
mates. He was 6 feet 2 inches (188 cm) tall and weighed 13½ stone (86 kg), with hands that
could easily wrap around 2 tennis racquet handles. He swam 55 yards in 57 strokes, 6 fewer
than most of his contemporaries. He was selected to represent Australia at the British Empire
& Commonwealth Games in Vancouver where he gained 2 gold and one bronze medal.
In the year 1956 the Australian Championships were the criteria for selection in the
Australian Team for the Olympic Games in Melbourne. At these championships Gary won the
220 yards freestyle in world record time of 2 minutes 5.8 seconds but the 220 yards freestyle
was not an Olympic event so he trained for and entered the 110 yards freestyle. In this event
he won a Bronze Medal, coming in third behind team mates Jon Henricks and John Devitt.
Still more kudos awaited him in 1958 when he was a member of the Australian Men's
Freestyle Relay team which qualified for the British Empire Games in Cardiff in world record
time in both the 4 x 110 yards and 4 x 220 yards freestyle relay. At the games, this team took
the gold medal in both these events and Gary himself was awarded a silver medal in the 100
yards freestyle, even though he and the winner, John Devitt, had recorded the same times. This
was his final appearance for Australia.
He retired from swimming in 1959 and worked in his father's Rockdale Sports Store,
but his love for water sports continued. He joined the St.George & Sutherland Shire Anglers'
Club and was NSW Rock Fishing Champion in 1964. He started fishing clinics for children
and in 1977 was awarded the Queen's Jubilee Medal.
On Septermber 23, 1978 he and his friend, Ronald Nelson, set out in Chapman's power
boat to fish off Maroubra beach. They failed to return. The upturned boat was found the next
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day but the bodies of the two fishermen were never recovered. The Coroner returned a verdict
of accidental drowning.
Gary Chapman was survived by his wife, the Dutch born Audrey Bosma, whom he
married at St.Pauls Anglican Church Kogarah on February 10, 1962, and a son and daughter.
His name has been honoured at his old school, Kogarah Boys' High, where one of the four
Houses has been named after him.
Thank you to our member, Wendy Skelsey, for providing information about her brother, Gary Chapman.

--oo0oo—
ARTHUR CHAPMAN’S SPORTS STORES PTY LTD - 1934-1984
50 YEARS OF SERVICE TO SPORT IN THE ST GEORGE DISTRICT
The St George district has always had a great sporting
history. Most children living in the area in the 1950/60’s
were fully involved in many sports such as tennis,
athletics, football, and cycling etc. Arthur Chapman’s
at Rockdale was remembered fondly by many children
of this era as the place where they first learnt to play
tennis, bought their first Oliver Bluebird tennis racquet,
or purchased their first shiny Malvern Star bicycle.
The history of the business started in the 1930’s depression years when times were very hard
and most families struggled to survive. Arthur Chapman lived with his parents and 2 brothers
and a sister at Lloyd St. Bexley, where they had a tennis court at the back of their property. As
a means of trying to earn some much needed money, Arthur taught himself how to string tennis
racquets for the people using his parent’s tennis court. He had at one time been hoping to
become a school teacher but teaching places were scarce so instead, with his love of sport and
his keen interest in tennis, he decided to try going into business and fulfill a dream of owning
a sports shop.
Arthur started in business in a small shop in Frederick Street, Rockdale in 1934 together with
a friend Jim Norbury, who assisted financially. They started with stock worth 10 pounds
consisting of tennis racquets, eye shades, racquet stringing gut and tennis balls. Arthur did all
the restringing of the racquets and when any of the tennis stock was sold, used the money to
rush into town to purchase more items. After a year Arthur decided to buy out his partner and
continued to promote the business himself. He devised a catchy slogan of “Meet Me Face to
Face” which was fun and quite successful. He also organized a night tennis tournament, night
tennis coaching and helped organize the Illawarra Suburbs Lawn Tennis Association’s school
holidays tennis tournament for children. All were great ways of promoting tennis in the district
and were good business for the sports store.
In 1936 Arthur married Gladys Deller and they both continued to work hard and the business
continued to grow. In 1937 he moved to larger premises in Railway Street Rockdale and then
started to expand and to sell fishing tackle as well as other sporting equipment. Unfortunately
in 1938 a large fire in an adjoining property caused extensive damage to his shop. However
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Arthur turned the loss around by clever advertising of a fire sale for his water and smoke
damaged stock and was able to recover some losses. Gary, the eldest son was born in 1938.

Business was very hard during the war years of 1939 – 1945 but Arthur survived by buying
cheaply and carefully at auction sales and purchasing used goods which were repaired and
improved. During the war years the business again moved to 98 Railway Street, Rockdale. He
devised a new stringing method and in 1944 he purchased four tennis courts in Hayburn Ave,
Rockdale and later another three tennis courts from Ken Rosewall’s father.
After the war the business continued to grow and the shop now sold all sporting equipment as
well as radios and electrical goods. In 1946 Arthur helped start a Junior Branch of the Illawarra
Suburbs Lawn Tennis Association on Saturday Mornings. He also wrote a tennis coaching
manual for the ISLTA and started coaching lessons on the Tennis Courts.

Unfortunately in 1950 Arthur had a major heart attack and had to slow down. Gladys had 4
small children, Gary, Wendy, Kay and Owen by this time, and it was an enormous blow to
everyone. However the business was now going well and Arthur continued to write for the
local newspapers (“The St George Call” and “The Propeller”) and the store was able to offer
professional advice on all sports as well as run coaching lessons for tennis, fishing clinics and
also organized a cycling club. Arthur then opened another small store in Tramway Arcade at
Rockdale. The business over the years employed many noted sportsmen from Rugby League,
Fishing, Hockey, Tennis and Soccer.
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By 1962 all the Chapman children were working full time in the family business. Gary looked
after the fishing department and also started up the business of selling sporting goods to schools
and clubs. Wendy worked in the office and was the Company Secretary. Kay also worked in
the office and looked after the schools and clubs section, and Owen took over the running of
the business after Gary was tragically lost at sea in 1978 while fishing with a friend. Owen had
been a Junior Champion Cyclist and Kay and Wendy were very successful at their swimming
and tennis.
The business purchased 9 – 19 Frederick Street in 1976 while still trading at Railway Street
and eventually refurbished Frederick Street and moved into the bigger premises as well as 21
Frederick Street. Owen later extended the business to include the sport of skiing and hired out
and sold ski equipment as well renting out accommodation at Jindabyne which the business
owned. Later a ski slope was built on the corner of Railway & Frederick Sts, where “learn to
ski lessons” were held.
After the traumatic loss of Gary in 1978 aged 40, the business continued at Rockdale for only
6 years and then Owen relocated to Southgate at Sylvania, where he ran his own sporting and
skiing business for some years.
Arthur Chapmans Sports Stores Pty Ltd had been at Rockdale for 50 years.
Arthur Chapman died aged 78 in 1987 and Gladys died aged 88 in 1999.
Wendy Skelsey

---oo0oo---

They did us Proud!

Three of our volunteer members, Gilda Tilia, Cath Sullivan and Garry Darby were
presented with Community Awards by local member, Mark Coure. For details of
their contributions, see our previous newsletter.
---oo0oo---

Our New Patron
We are delighted to announce that Kevin Greene, Mayor of Georges
River Council has agreed to become Patron of Kogarah Historical
Society.
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KHS Quiz Nobel Prizes
by Rodger Robertson
1. Who was Alfred Nobel and why did he create the prizes in his name?
2. Where are the prizes presented each year and why here and not in Norway?
3. What are the original prizes awarded for? And in what year?
4. What are the prizes now awarded?
5. Who was the first woman to be awarded a prize?
6. Name Australians who have won the prize?
7. Has any Pope won the prize?
8. What does the prizewinner receive?
9. Are there any posthumous winners?

ANSWERS:
1. Born in Stockholm in 1833- he was a chemist and inventor and was most famous for
his invention of dynamite that was an improvement over the highly unstable nitro-glycerine.
He wanted to reward people who "benefited mankind"
2. Stockholm for all except the Peace prize that is presented in Oslo Norway. Norway
was in a union with Sweden at time of Nobel's death but was made independent in 1905.
Nobel's will stated that the Peace prize was to be awarded by the Norwegian Institute.
3. Physics, Chemistry, Physiology or Medicine, Literature and Peace prize. In 1901.
4. In 1968 the Economic Sciences prize was created to supplement the earlier prizes.
5. Marie Curie in 1903 the Physics prize and in 1911 for the Chemistry prize making her
the only person to win 2 different prizes. (note some have won the 2 prizes in the same field)
6.
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.
g.
h.
i.
j.
k.

Brian Schmidt, born in the United States, Physics, 2011
Elizabeth Blackburn, Physiology or Medicine, 2009
Barry Marshall, Physiology or Medicine, 2005
J. Robin Warren, Physiology or Medicine, 2005
Peter C. Doherty & Professor Rolf Zinkernagel, Physiology or Medicine, 1996
John Harsanyi, Economics, 1994
John Cornforth, Chemistry, 1975
Patrick White, born in the United Kingdom, Literature, 1973
John Carew Eccles, Physiology or Medicine, 1963
Sir Frank Macfarlane Burnet, Physiology or Medicine, 1960
Howard Florey, Physiology or Medicine, 1945

7. No
8. A gold medal, a diploma, and an amount determined by the Nobel Foundation. In
2017 it was SEK8million or around US$920,000.
9. Not awarded after death but if recipient dies after being awarded it and the
presentation ceremony will go ahead. In 2011 the winner of the Medicine prize died before
the presentation but was awarded it at the normal ceremony.

What’s on
rd

Saturday, 3 February, 2018 2 pm-4pm at Canada Bay Heritage Society Museum, 1 Bent
Street, Concord (behind Concord Shopping Centre, off Wellbank Street). Our own member,
Janette Pelosi, will speak about the early theatrical history of NSW. At a time when all
applications for public entertainment were reviewed by the Colonial Secretary, promotors
and theatre managers often found it hard to have their performances approved. Bookings
can be made at heritage@canadabayheritage.asn.au or by phone on 9744-8528.
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Digitization Project under Way
In late November there was a preparatory photo culling day at the home of Garry and Helen
Darby in Sans Souci. President Beverley Earnshaw and Committee Member, Wendy Agzarian,
provided valuable expertise in selecting and sorting the photos to be scanned. Some 1500
historic photographs were processed and a selection of 500 chosen. These are now being
professionally scanned to form the vanguard of our new historical digitized collection. We have
many more images worthy of digitization and this will be done as finance becomes available.
The originals will be stored at Carss Cottage Museum and the digitized images will be an asset
to all our members as well as visitors to the museum.

A Treasure from the Museum
The Autoharp
From the dusty recesses of the museum loft another fascinating object has emerged – an
AUTOHARP.
The Autoharp was a German invention and was one of a number of parlor instruments
such as the zither and dulcimer. It was devised so that
people could make their own music at home, particularly in
houses where there was no piano or organ. It consisted of
a shallow wooden box with a number of strings of varied
lengths and thickness stretched across it. When the strings
were plucked or strummed they could produce notes over
several octaves. The instrument was cheap and depending
on the number of strings, varied in price from nine shillings
to 35 shillings. Most models incorporated some special feature to enable untrained musicians
to play a simple tune or accompany singing. Advertisements declared it could be played by
people with no musical knowledge whatever.
Autoharps were very popular in USA and are still popular in Britain where there is
currently an Autoharp Association which gives lessons to beginners. In Australia the ‘Evening
News’ of August 7, 1897 reported that the RMS Warrimoo had berthed, bringing with it 7 cases
of Autoharps. The Autoharp was often played at concerts in local halls and the St.George Call
records that an Autoharp was donated as a raffle prize at ‘Belgian Day’ in 1915.
Our Autoharp was donated by Mr Brian Gibson of Hurstville and was owned by his
great aunt, Miss Eva Gibson. It is now on display in the China Room of the Museum.
Vale Florence Veness
We regret to announce the passing of Florence Veness, an early member of
the Society and wife of former President, Jeff Veness, aged 90 years. Our kind
thoughts go to her four daughters and her grandchildren.
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The Lifesaving Heroes of Carss Park

Carss Park Junior Lifesavers march past 1967

Photo KHS

In the first half of the 20th Century deaths by drowning sent waves of alarm throughout the
whole NSW community. From 1948 to 1953 the average number of drownings was 100 per
year but in 1954 this increased to 200 per year, almost two thirds of the State’s road toll.
Drowning tragedies were reported in the local news at Cooks River, Georges River, Cronulla,
Bundeena, Beauty Point and the National Park. The Carss Park Lifesavers, a body dedicated to
saving lives, were always distressed to hear of drownings when adults and especially children
had failed to respond to resuscitation. Over the New Year holiday in 1953, seven drownings in
24 hours caused the Minister for Education, R.J.Heffron, to take to the media. Mr Heffron
urged parents to avail themselves of the school holiday ‘learn to swim’ classes that were being
held all over the state.
A few schools had taught swimming before, mostly in country areas where small
enrolments meant ‘one-on-one’ instruction could be applied. One such school was Hillgrove,
an old mining town in the New England area, which gave lifesaving lessons as early as 19081.
But it was impossible for one teacher to safely handle a class of about 50 non-swimmers, and
so Vacation Swimming Schools were introduced in 19162.
Swimming lessons usually included a lifesaving component and in April, 1953 the
Australian Lifesaving Society opened an intensive campaign to avert death by drowning.
Before the 1950s, victims dragged unconscious from the water would be rushed to hospital and
placed in an iron lung. But this did not save them.
Resuscitation methods underwent a major review in 1959 and a call went out for
volunteers to take part in a dangerous and life threatening experiment to determine the most
successful method of resuscitation. Six of the Carss Park Lifesavers were among the twelve
chosen.
The experiment took place in the operating theatre of the Page Chest Clinic at Prince
Alfred Hospital in February 1960, supervised by specialist anesthetist Dr.Bruce Clifton. The
volunteers were attached to the most sophisticated monitoring equipment of the times, injected
with the short term anesthetic, pentothal, then given a lethal dose of curare, a deadly natural
poison from the South American jungle. Curare paralyses the muscles, breathing stops and the
patient enters a state closely resembling death by drowning. From the moment the curare took
effect, the volunteers’ lives were at risk. The first two volunteers were Laurie Slattery and
Lesley Wasley of Carss Park.
1
2

Fletcher J: Sydney and the Bush, Dept.of Education 1980, p.147
Fletcher p.186
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Four skilled resuscitators then took over, each applying one of the resuscitation methods
in use at the time but the unconscious volunteers failed to respond to all the manual systems.
The only method that brought results was the ‘Breath of Life’ which we now call ‘Mouth to
Mouth’ and the experiment proved conclusively that ‘Mouth to Mouth’ resuscitation was
miraculously better3. The British Lifesaving Association totally rejected this method of
resuscitation as being ‘culturally unacceptable’ but its superiority could be scientifically
proven. Air contains around 21% oxygen, while exhaled air from another person contains about
16 or 17% oxygen, providing a far superior inflow of oxygen than any other method.
When Laurie Slattery visited Carss Cottage Museum some years ago, he described
being discharged from the Page Chest Clinic in a confused and disoriented state and sent home
alone on public transport. He was unwell for several days.
The volunteers who risked their lives to take part in the experiment were awarded the
British Empire Medal in the New Year’s Honours List of 1960. Their collective citation read
There is a form of heroism that transcends bravery in the excitement of battle or swift
action in emergency. This heroism is the coolly calculated risking of one’s life or health in the
cause of humanity.
They were also awarded the medal of the Royal Lifesaving Society of Australia4.
The experiment in the Page Chest Clinic was not entirely private as the ABC was
present and recorded news footage of the whole process. Janette Hollebone obtained a copy of
this newsclip which she has kindly donated to the Society and it is hoped that a shortened
version can be shown after our Annual General Meeting in March. Thank you, Janette.

Children learning to swim at the Carss Park Tidal Pool 1956.
Photo Claude Williams

3
4

For more information see Earnshaw B: Carss Park, Kogarah Historical Society 2009
Downes Jim: Royal Life, A history of the Royal Lifesaving Society – Australia p.59-61
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Annual General Meeting
The Society’s Annual General Meeting and Election of Officers will be held on
Thursday, March 8th, 2018 at the Kogarah School of Arts at 2 pm. Prior to this
meeting will be a ‘Special General Meeting’ at which members will be asked to
approve the wording of our new constitution.

Members are reminded that subscriptions are now due and only
financial members can participate in the AGM.
Have you considered nominating for the Committee?
The Committee would welcome new faces with fresh ideas to help
us maintain our excellent reputation.
Notes for Members on Changes to the Kogarah Historical Society Constitution
Changes have been made to the NSW Incorporated Associations Laws and therefore we have
to update our Constitution unless we wish to operate under the Model Constitution provided
by the Dept of Fair Trading. The Committee has taken the opportunity to do a full review
and amend several clauses to reflect more accurately the current situation.
The Department says that a Constitution is an agreement between its members and
Management Committee so there is a fair amount of flexibility.
Most of their required changes related to technology to include options for electronic record
keeping, banking, meetings by video links etc. 6.(3) b & c. 7.(3)
1.& 6.(2) Where there are references to the Council we needed to change the name.
4. We now propose that the Mayor is not automatically our patron but the AGM has
the option of inviting a patron. 4.
5. (2) Members liabilities - is the wording supplied in the model as is the wording on
Dissolution of the Society at 7.
6 (2) We currently have three trustees for Carss Cottage but agreed that if we lost one
of those, two people could be adequate.
6 (3) The Committee felt that it was not necessary for the Patron, Life Members and Trustees
to automatically be members of the Management Committee and that there was no need to
list office bearers apart from the Executive as these jobs were usually allocated from the
elected committee members. For some years we have only had one Vice President so the
new Constitution will reflect that.
6. (3) a. We increased the term of office that the President could hold, to five years and did
not add terms for other office bearers (which was an option).
8. (1) No need to specify a particular day (Thursday) for either a general or the AGM
meeting.
8. (3) We have simplified some sections by removing unnecessary clauses such as the Order
of Business for meetings.

Good News!
The Society has received a grant to buy new display cases for the
Museum.
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The Founding of Kogarah Historical Society
Copied from Volume 1 No.1 of the Society’s Newsletter, October 1970
To form a Historical Society in the Kogarah District was among the recommendations of the
CAPTAIN COOK BI-CENTENARY COMMITTEE. It was suggested that the Society be
established in the bi-centenary year of Captain Cook’s discovery of Australia.
Accordingly on the 9th February, the Mayor of Kogarah, Alderman K.R.Cavanough
opened a public meeting called by the Council for the purpose of forming a Historical Society
to serve the Municipality of Kogarah.
As a result of this meeting the Kogarah Historical Society was formed. Mrs D.A.Hatton
was elected President and Mr W.Wright Deputy President, other office bearers were duly
elected. It was resolved that His Worship the Mayor, Alderman K.R.Cavanough be Patron of
the Society. The Society is under the sponsorship of Kogarah Municipal Council.
A constitution was drafted by the Committee of Management and adopted at the April
General Meeting. The first general meeting of the Society was held on the 12th March, 1970.
To this date there have been eight general meetings of the Society. At the September
meeting a Publicity Committee was established and shortly it is intended that a Museum
Committee be formed.
OBJECTIVES
The objects of the Society are :1. To encourage the study of Australian History and particularly that of the Municipality of
Kogarah.
2. To undertake the collection of books, records, manuscripts and relics considered to have
bearing on the history of the Municipality of Kogarah and adjoining districts.
3. To foster the interchange of information among members of the Society by lectures,
readings, discussions and exhibitions of items of historical interest.
4. To conduct excursions to places of historical interest and to promote other social functions
conducive to the successful; operation of the Society.
5. To use its influence to secure the preservation of places of historic interest.

Captain James Cook’s vessel ‘Endeavour’ which visited Botany Bay in April 1770 and which, 200
years later, influenced the formation of Kogarah Historical Society.
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