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Meetings and Speakers 

Thursday 10 May 2018 

Patrick Dodd - Founder & President 

Macquarie Society - The Governor’s 

Travels  

 

 Thursday 14 June 2018 

Presentation of History Awards 2018. 

Garry Darby – Primrose House, its past 

and its Future. 

Meetings start at 2 pm in the School of Arts, Bowns Rd/Queens Ave Kogarah. Enjoy the 

speaker, then chat over afternoon tea.  A short business meeting (no business meeting in 

June) follows.  Apologies for non-attendance at meetings should go to the Secretary, 

Gill Whan (9546 4623). Visitors  welcome. 
Find us on Facebook  

 

 

 

14 members of the Society had a most interesting visit to Victoria Barracks recently. 

A report is on page 11 .  Photo by Miryam Rodgriguez 

http://www.kogarah.historicalsociety.com.au/
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Mondays at the Museum 

26 March 2018 

Graham Sims, Educator, Author 

If you heard Graham at the School of Arts in February you will be keen to come to this one.  

He is an excellent speaker. Totally different topic Flight into Hell, an amazing and little 

known story of heroism in the Australian bush.  We will stay outside for the speaker if 

weather permits, then as always you can check out the museum. Cost is $5 which covers our 

delicious morning tea and gives you a chance to win a lucky door prize. Bookings essential 

as space is limited and it helps with catering. To reserve your place please ring Adele Ryan on 

9529 6730 or leave a message on her answering machine. 

 

Sunday Museum Roster 
Opening hours 1pm–4pm. (winter hours start in May) 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Problems: If you need to exchange days with someone, please try to do so amongst 

yourselves, otherwise contact Wendy Agzarian (9774 3667) Emergency roster – Anne 

Williams (0425 215 589), Cath &  Leo Sullivan (9579 6149) 

Committee 2017 (*denotes Executive) – AGM March 2018 

President:*     Beverley Earnshaw 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
    

   
                 Photo 

Gwen Coxhead 

 

The official opening of the 

Carss Park reserve as a 

public recreation area took 

place on Anniversary Day, 

January 26, 1924, and almost 

Ph: 9546 1091 

Vice President:* Pat Young Ph. 9593 1898 

   Secretary :* 

OfficerOfficer 

 

 

 

 

  

Gill Whan Ph: 9546 4623 

Treasurer:* Cath Sullivan Ph: 9579 6149 

Public Officer* Gill Whan Ph: 9546 4623 

Committee Members: Wendy Agzarian, Barbara Davids, Glynn Pulling, Robert  McGarn, 
Rodger Robertson, Adele Ryan, Mavis Ward. 

Committee Meeting Venues:    

7 May  2 pm  Beverley Earnshaw, 15 Hamer Street, Kogarah Bay (9546 1091) 

11 June  2 pm  Gill Whan, 11 Dewrang St, Carss Park (9546 4623) 

9 July  2 pm  Pat Young, 25  Culver Street, Monterey (9593 1898) 

 

 

 

 

Kogarah’s Amazing Achievers 

Sister Penelope Frater – War Nurse 

 

May 2018 

6
th

    Carole Tier & Ken Grieve 

13
th

 
 
Closed for Mother’s Day 

20
th

  Betty Goodger & Fiona Johnstone 

27
th

  Gill Whan & Heather Campbell 

June 2018 

3
rd

     Wendy Agzarian & Elaine Filewood  

10
th

  
 
Adele Ryan & Joe Spinelli 

17
th  

 Betty Goodger & Pat Young 

24
th

   Miriam & Niver Rodriguez 

 

W
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Welcome to New Members   

Ian Annabel and Judith Gibb 

We hope you enjoy your time with the Society 
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KOGARAH HISTORICAL SOCIETY AGM 2018 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 

I am happy to report that Kogarah Historical Society has had another very successful year. 

We currently have 127 people on our membership list. Regular monthly meetings are held at 

Kogarah School of Arts, Bowns Road, Kogarah on the second Thursday of the month at 2 pm. 

Attendance is usually between 30 and 35. Meetings commence with a speaker followed by 

afternoon tea and a short business meeting.  

 It takes a large team of people to make these meetings a success, those who arrive 

early to set up the room, those who cater and serve the afternoon tea. Fred and Beverley Scott 

are welcomers, collect the money and sell books. Garry Darby sets up the sound system, 

screen and visual equipment. In all we have a team of 22 people coming together to make the 

meetings a success. 

 Our Speakers are engaged by our secretary, Gill Whan. This year we have heard from 

Anne Field, Beverley Earnshaw, Rodger Robertson, Chris Minns, Gillian Lewis, Graham 

Wilcox, Anne McLeod, Carolyn Little and Catherine Bishop. 

 Carss Cottage Museum Carss Cottage continues to be the society’s showpiece. This 

year the museum received 920 visitors. The museum is staffed by volunteers and open on 

Sunday afternoons from 1-5 pm in summer and 1-4 pm in winter and is open by appointment 

for school groups and tour parties. The school groups are particularly labour intensive and we 

appreciate our volunteers who come along to help. Bookings for museum visits are taken by 

Wendy Agzarian. We were sorry to lose the services of Warren and Irene Selmon from our 

Sunday museum roster but an appeal to members and an advertisement in the Leader 

produced several valued volunteers. We received a grant to buy a number of new display 

cabinets for the museum and currently have them on order  

 Mondays at the Museum is held five times a year. It begins with morning tea in the 

courtyard where the Council has installed two large shade umbrellas, after which patrons go 

into the museum or sit outside, weather permitting, to hear a speaker. They can later browse 

the collection. Adele Ryan is the convenor of this event. Thank you, Adele. This year’s 

speakers at Mondays at the Museum have been John Johnson, Jim Powell & Jenny Donoghue, 

Wendy Cornish, Colin Beacroft and Bruce Watts. The St. George Concert Band plays 

outside the museum on the second Sunday of the months in summer. We do not open on 

Public Holidays or Mothers’ Day. 

 In June, 2017 the Society, at the suggestion of Garry Darby, launched its inaugural 

Local History Prize. Three prizes each of $500 are offered for essays on any aspect of the 

history of Kogarah and surrounding areas including environmental heritage, built heritage, 

events and personalities. Entries close on March 8
th

 and we eagerly await the result. 

 The bi-monthly newsletters are edited by Gill Whan. They are printed by Cliff Lewis 

Print, and Mavis Ward folds and despatches them. We have a diversity of contributors and 

would like to receive more articles from members. This year the contributors to our newsletter 

have been, Rodger Robertson, Gill Whan, Betty Goodger, Robert McGarn, Adele Ryan, 

Frank Young, Yvonne Hawkins, Mavis Ward, Wendy Skelsey and Beverley Earnshaw. The 

Society’s past newsletters have been scanned by Roger Robertson, and are now available on 

line. Fred Scott is responsible for our Website. We also have a FaceBook page. 

 We received a grant for the digitization of our photographic collection. Five hundred 
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photographs were chosen to form the vanguard of our collection. We have many more images 

which will be processed as finance becomes available. 

 Three of our members received Community Awards. Garry Darby was presented for 

his services to the community, initiative and dedication to the history of the area. Cath 

Sullivan served 16 years as the Society’s Honorary Treasurer and also served 15 years as a 

volunteer for St.George Community Services. Gilda Tilia has been a long standing supporter 

of Mondays at the Museum and during this time she has baked over 2000 scones for the 

function.  

 I wish to thank those volunteers who contribute so much towards the running of the 

society: Gill Whan our secretary, treasurer Cath Sullivan, Betty Goodger who looks after the 

museum library and files and answers enquiries, Adele Ryan looks after advertising. Helen 

Darby gathers Society News. We greatly appreciate the volunteer service of all those people 

who open the museum on Sundays. We are grateful to Mavis Ward for organizing a very 

successful Christmas Party at Mortdale RSL. 

 We invite and encourage more members to come forward to assist in running the 

society and new ideas and suggestions are always welcome. 

 David Shaw has once again been our honorary auditor and his help is appreciated. 

 I thank all the members for their support during the year and especially for their 

loyalty in attendance, for without the members there could not be a society. 

 I look forward to Kogarah Historical Society growing in strength and reputation 

during the coming years. The text of this report will be published in our next newsletter. 

Beverley Earnshaw 

President 2017/2018 

 

 

History Awards 

The prizes for the inaugural Local History Awards will be 

presented at the Society’s June meeting at the School of Arts. 

17 people put in entries which was a very pleasing number 

and covered a wide range of interesting topics on people and 

places.  We hope that all the participants will be present for 

the awards which will be given by our Patron and Mayor of 

Georges River Council, Kevin Greene. 

The presentation will take place at 2 pm on Thursday 14 June and will be followed by a 

special afternoon tea. 

Our speaker Garry Darby will then give his presentation on Primrose House - its past and 

future.   

Later in this newsletter you can see a report on the opening of Primrose House in its latest 

manifestation as the Brighton Preparatory School for Scots College. 

There will be no business meeting on that day. 

We hope you will be able to join us.   
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Kogarah’s Amazing Achievers 

Professor Julius Sumner Miller 

Physicist, Science Educator, Television Presenter 

For twenty four years Australian viewing audiences eagerly tuned their TV sets to the ABC to 

take in a science program hosted by the eccentric professor, Julius Sumner Miller. The 

programs attracted a huge audience and the Professor’s catch cry of “Why is it so?” became a 

household word.  

During his sojourns in Australia he kept a low private profile 

and resided at No.10 Wyee Street, Kogarah Bay. 

 Julius Sumner Miller was born at Billerica, 

Massachusetts, USA on May 17, 1909, the youngest of nine 

children in a farming family. From an early age his brilliant 

mind asked questions which nobody else had ever thought of.  

In adulthood he was employed as a lecturer in various 

American Universities, but it was not until 1962 that his genius burst upon Australia. 

 From 1962 to 1985 he made 27 visits to Australia mainly to give demonstrations and 

lectures at the annual science school for high school students in the Physics Dept of Sydney 

University.  These were organized by Professor Harry Messel and were televised for years. 

He also presented a popular ABC television program entitled “Why is it so?”.  

 He was a gifted man who could find within the 

most mundane of everyday things, questions which 

others had failed to ask. – “What makes a yo-yo come 

back up the string?” – “What makes a bubble form?” – 

“How do you make a magnet?” – “Why is the sky 

blue?” 

 Australian newspapers published a daily question 

posed by Miller, titled ‘Millergrams”, which appeared in 

each issue along with the answer to the previous day’s question. His genius was gathered up 

into a number of best-selling books explaining the way nature works and documenting the 

way some of his quirky posers were demonstrated to his public. One of his favourite exercises 

was to get a hard boiled egg into a milk bottle without breaking it. In his program “Why is it 

so?” he delighted in showing how nature worked. He rarely offered any detailed explanation, 

preferring to encourage the audience to seek out explanations. Bubbling with infectious 

enthusiasm he brought each program to life, bouncing across the screen calling out “Watch it 

now! Watch it!”. He would give the history of the subject and explain the origins and 

meanings of scientific words. 

 His purpose was to stimulate people’s minds and enliven their intellectual process for 

he firmly believed the thought handed down from Leonardo da Vinci – “Quiet waters become 

stagnant, iron rusts from disuse. So doth inactivity sap the vigour of the mind”.   

 After enlightening and enthralling Australian audiences for 27 years, Julius Sumner 

Miller returned to the United States. He died on April 14, 1987 at Los Angeles, California. 

By B Earnshaw 

 

 

President Beverley Earnshaw spoke at St Patrick’s Green on 18 April, will speak at Goodhew Gardens 

on 30 April, to a tour group from Carlingford 11 May and Georges River Life Church on 6 June. 
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SAINTS IN KOGARAH 

Part XI 

Mater Dei Church, Blakehurst 
 

The Church, dedicated to the Mother of God, is 

situated at 1008, King George’s Road, 

Blakehurst.  

Until 1955 Catholics in Blakehurst would 

have had to attend St Raphael’s Church in South 

Hurstville for Mass, but then, a priest, Father 

Francis Kennedy was appointed.  He held 

services on the veranda of a private home until 

another venue was found.  It was on Tom Ugly’s 

Point in the Riverview Restaurant. There was indeed a lovely view but parishioners often 

found they had to clean up after a party on Saturday night, before they could ready the hall for 

Mass. 

However there was a dairy near the junction of King Georges Road and Princes 

Highway.  In 1924, it was called Cranbrook Dairy, managed by Herbert William Dewhurst. 

When it was purchased by the Church in 1956, it was owned by John Salter.  It was very 

swampy land as a creek made its way across the road to the Chinese market gardens that are 

now Todd Park.  Luckily one of the parishioners persuaded the Water Board, who were 

working in the areas, to deposit the spoil into the swampy ground.  This enabled a Hall to be 

built and dedicated on 7 October 1956.   

In 1985 King Georges Road was being widened. Some of the Church’s land, where a 

Shell service station stood was sold and a new entrance to 

the Church made.  In 1995 a new Church was begun and 

opened on 1 March 1998 to serve as a Multi-Purpose 

Centre.   

The Mater Dei School opened in 1960. The 

teachers in the Primary School bring a group to Carss 

Cottage Museum each year to learn the history of their 

area. Our Society is glad to greet the children, who walk 

through Todd Park up to the Cottage. We talk to them of 

older days and the history of the Cottage and Carss family, 

give them time to enjoy the exhibits in the Cottage and 

conduct a “history” walk in our beautiful Carss Park, including to the grave of William Carss. 

There is a history of the Church, entitled Mater Dei, Blakehurst, A very special Parish 

1956 – 2001, published by the Parish in 2001 which tells the story in more detail. 

 

B. Goodger 

 

 

 

 

 

From my diary: 

Television may insult your intelligence but nothing rubs it in like a computer! 

and 

To survive in life you need three things a wishbone, a backbone and a funny bone. 
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Trivia Quiz 

By Rodger Robertson 
 

Famous Assassinations 

 

1. Name the Swedish PM assassinated in 1986? Did they catch the assassin? 

2. List the four US Presidents assassinated and the years of their assassinations. 

3. Regicide is the killing of a king or emperor etc. There has been many across the world. 

Name two descendants of Queen Victoria who suffered this fate? One of them is only 

a suspect case of regicide. 

4. A member of the NSW Parliament was assassinated in 1994. Name this person and the 

circumstances? 

5. Name the Federal Commissioner of Police assassinated in 1989 and the killer? And 

the story after that? 

6. Who killed Martin Luther King? When and where? 

7. Who killed Robert Kennedy? When and where? 

8. Who killed Archduke Ferdinand? Where and when? 

9. Two Ghandis were assassinated- their names and year of event please? 

10.  Andres Escobar was murdered in 1994? Why? 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What’s On 

15 May, Georges River Council Customer Service Pop-up stall at Westfield Hurstville.  

Pop in with your comments/gripes. 

22 May, 5.30 pm – 6.30 pm – RAHS/HHA Lecture – Art Deco Sydney with Claudia Shan 

Shaw.  $25-$35. History House, 133 Macquarie Street. 

St George on a Sunday – Exhibition at Hurstville Museum & Gallery – 19 May-29 July. 

KHS collaborated with the Museum and St George TAFE on this project. Official Opening 

Sunday 27 May at 2.30 pm. All welcome. Afternoon tea provided. RSVP by 23 May 

through www.georgesriver.nsw.gov.au/HMG or ring 9330 6444. 

18 June, 2.00 pm – 4.30 pm.  RAHS/HHA Lecture & Tour – Jorn Utzon’s Sydney Opera 

House: Architecture and the City with Dr Peter Kohane.  $15 members $35 general. History 

House, 133 Macquarie Street 2.00-3.00 pm, then tour the Opera House. 

8 June, Hurstville Museum and Gallery – Seniors Art in the Courtyard – suited to active 

seniors with beginner-intermediate  drawing skills.  10 am – 12 midday. $5.50, bookings 

essential – can be made on line to GRC as above or in person at Museum. 

20 June, 7.00 pm.  Twilight Concert 3 at Marana Auditorium, Hurstville,  featuring 

“Miruisia” soprano of Andre Rieu spectaculars. $20. Book through www.hec.org.au  

  

http://www.georgesriver.nsw.gov.au/HMG
http://www.hec.org.au/
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The Thebridges of Carss Park 

Editors Note:  I moved to Carss Park 30 years ago and heard stories about this family, the 

Thebridges, who used to drive around in a car with goats and children in the back.  I found 

that Ivy Thebridge was still living there by herself at No 42 Gnarbo Ave. I met her only once 

and she passed away in 2008 at age 99 years.  Our newsletter put Frank Thebridge, son of Ivy 

and Frank in touch with an old friend from 50 years ago, still living in Carss Park  – they met 

and arranged that I would meet Frank.  There was much more to the goat story than I had 

imagined. 

Frank Thebridge was the oldest of five children born to Francis (Frank) and Ivy, nee 

Collins. Frank Snr and Ivy were country people who met through the Post Office. Frank had 

started off delivering mail in Hay but finished up as a Postmaster.  He was required to 

translate telegrams from morse code and ring them through to Booligal where Ivy worked.  

After marrying in 1927 they lived in Griffith where three children were born and in 1937 

moved to Sydney (where two more arrived) to access better health facilities for Frank. The 

move to Carss Park was in 1939, to a large block in Gnarbo Ave which at that stage had only 

11 houses. Carwar Ave was settled and Harald Coxhead was the ranger for Carss Park, living 

in Carss Cottage. 

Mr Thebridge had bought a cow for fresh milk and was tethering it in Carss Park, 

tolerated by Harald Coxhead unless the cow ventured into the cleared areas, which somehow 

happened quite often in an effort to find suitable grazing.  Frank recalls a game of ‘cat and 

mouse’ as his father tried to avoid the ranger and the ranger tried to catch Frank.  Fortunately 

Frank was advised to drink goat’s milk for medical reasons so this was the beginning of the 

goat story. 

A goat breeding stud, the Rockalpine stud, had its beginnings at 42 Gnarbo Ave 

around 1941 when Branxholme Betty arrived from Bankstown.  

The goat produced enough milk for the family of seven but 

Frank’s father, a country boy at heart, thought his goat should 

have a friend and Ningbaudee Peggetor arrived.  Peggetor gave 

birth to the first Rockalpine registered goat named Marietta who 

grew to become the most capped Saanen (a Swiss breed of goat) 

in Australian history, winning Championships at many shows 

including the Sydney Royal. Under supervision by Government 

testers she was confirmed as the first goat to produce more than a gallon of milk a day for 365 

days.  In fact the figure was 415 gallons (1900 litres), all achieved in the back yard of No 42 

Gnarbo.  The number of goats apparently grew and each afternoon after school the children 

were required to let them loose on the east side hill for grazing while they prepared their stalls 

in the back yard with solid foods.  Frank recalls that they all came rushing up the hill into 

their own stalls on a command of “Come ooon”. 

The goats were shown at various shows and Frank and his brother would take them by 

train, walking to Hurstville carrying food, cleaning and grooming gear, buying a dog ticket 

for one shilling and one penny per animal and boarding the train, where the cleaning gear 

often came in handy!  When the number of goats became too many for safe handling, Frank 

Snr decided to put his old car back on the road – helped by the end of World War 2 and the 

easing of petrol rationing.  Thus began a whole new chapter in goats at Carss Park.  

Saanen goat 
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The car was a 1927 Whippet tourer with canvas roof and side curtains to keep out bad 

weather!  It had been purchased new in 1927 when Frank and Ivy were on their honeymoon 

but broke down and had to be shipped to Sydney for repair and then driven back to Griffith.  

Its next big trip was to bring family and goods to Sydney.  It carried two adults, three 

children, four beehives with bees on the running boards, suitcases, one cat, one bird and other 

odd items.  The trip was made overnight while the bees were quiet!  In Sydney the car had 

been put ‘on blocks’ until the war ended. 

The Whippet became the major mode of 

transporting the goats to shows from 1945 on and 

the car was a familiar sight around Carss Park 

where people waved as it went past carrying 

children, bags of chaff, lucerne, oats and the 

occasional goat.  The back seats were always 

down to accommodate this.   The car was parked 

in the street around Sydney Showground at Moore 

Park for the three days of compulsory attendance 

at the Royal Easter Show.  

At one show a photographer snapped Frank Snr driving onto the showground with the goat 

with its head out of the window - a photo appeared next day in the local paper. (I was unable 

to track down an original but the photo is on Trove) 

The goat herd grew and the kids (human) had to help morning and afternoon with 

milking cleaning and feeding then go to school or do homework.  Large volumes of milk were 

produced and several people got their supply there.  Goat’s milk is easily digested and was 

recommended by some medical practitioners – Frank Jnr remembers that they paid special 

attention to hygiene in handling it.   

The herd eventually outgrew the Gnarbo Avenue space - the area had more houses 

now, so the family bought a ten acre farm at West Hoxton with a house which gave them a 

base in both places. However, they did not move out there and the Whippet now travelled 100 

kms every day requiring significant maintenance up to 1960 when it was beyond getting a 

roadworthy certificate and once again was on blocks at Gnarbo Avenue.  It had done 600,000 

kms and only had three serious breakdowns.  One of those which landed Frank Snr in a two 

metre deep drain beside the road had occurred with a goat in the back.  A passerby who 

stopped and offered to help was told “Yes please, let’s get that goat out he’s worth more than 

me and the car together”. 

The new car, a Holden with box trailer was 

much more practical but Frank Snr missed the 

cheery waves as people no longer recognised his car.  

So yes they were all true, the stories of goats and 

kids in the back seat - and the Whippet lives on as 

Frank Jnr is currently restoring it and expects to 

show it off in Carss Park again in the not too distant 

future. The house at 42 Gnarbo Ave has been 

replaced but the original trees and fence have been 

retained. 

G Whan  - with many thanks to Frank Thebridge for sharing the stories of his family. 

 

Frank with the Whippet under restoration 
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Silvester’s  Castle 
 

One of Oatley’s most mysterious stories is the tale of “Silvester’s castle”. What was it for? 

Why was it built? What happened to it? There are many stories and some of those are below. 

Henry Silvester was one of the founders of Silvesters Bros Ltd a firm of small goods 

in Sydney. He had been born in Kent in England in 1864 and arrived in Australia in about 

1890 after some time in New Zealand. He and his brother were successful in their smallgoods 

business in Sydney at Central Railway and The Strand Arcade. He initially lived in Rosa 

Street Oatley but moved in 1925 to 14 Ada Street. 

He purchased considerable land all over Oatley and the “castle” was built on the 

corner of Southern Street and Yarran road. The land went from the street down to the water 

some 200 metres. Silvester purchased it in 1912.  

During the war Silvester began construction of a “castle”- the local sandstone was cut 

out and gradually the walls and rooms began to look like a castle with turrets and a moat 

surrounding it. There was a cellar or a “dungeon” as the locals liked to call it. There were at 

least three constructions – the main castle was on the Yarran road area and the others were 

down Southern Street. There was a wall all around the buildings and a series of smaller walls 

going down to the Georges River. There was some form of weatherboard building inside the 

stone walls but this burnt down in 1917.  

It is said that Silvester had built the 

castle to protect himself from the imminent 

German invasion - sounds eccentric (see later!) 

The site was basically abandoned and in the 

20’s and 30’s it was a great place for children 

to play. Oatley Heritage Group member Joyce 

Marks remembers playing at “Sillies” as she 

called it and she remembers the intricate 

sandstone carving of grapes and grape leaves as 

well as the dungeons and walls. Other local 

people remember the place as a playground. 

Silvester died in 1935. He left his estate to his brothers and sisters and was worth 

£80,338 – a very considerable amount in those days. His estate was challenged by a nephew 

on the grounds that Silvester was not mentally capable. Silvester had appeared before a judge 

several years earlier on a “lunacy” charge but it was dismissed. The will stood and was duly 

executed.  

Silvester was quite eccentric and it is reported that he would buy material from 

auctions such as old phone booths, hand basins, old sea chests and old wooden cable drums. 

These would be stored at the front of his Ada Street residence and provided an interest to 

local children to explore. 

The castle land was abandoned after his death but the remains of the sandstone work 

stayed until it was allegedly spread around the neighbourhood.  Today it’s only a memory. 

By Rodger Robertson from material research by Betty Goodger and reports in the Oatley Heritage 

Group files. The 1927 photo is from Hurstville Council archives. 
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Society Trip to Victoria Barracks 
By Pat Young 

On Thursday 12 April, 14 members of the 

Society visited the Victoria Barracks.  Many of 

the participants had visited this institution in our 

youth and had fond memories of Bands, 

Changing of the Guard ceremonies, lovely 

sandstone buildings and in my case “Busby’s 

Bore” which was still available to view. 

Things have changed today.  The use of 

the back entrance to the Barracks created some 

delays.  The security arrangements, showing Proof of Identity also slowed the entry.  There 

were apologies from our excellent and friendly guides who explained that the new restrictions 

followed the 9/11 event. 

The Barracks is now the nerve centre for all defence assignments on behalf of the 

Australian government.  The beautiful sandstone buildings, lovely trees in immaculate 

grounds were a delight.  The elongated two storey sandstone Regency style barracks now hold 

computers and other electronic gadgetry instead of the 700 men who formerly occupied the 

building.  The main building – built in 1841 has an ‘A’ 

rating on the Heritage register and we heard that when 

the unique tiles were damaged in the hail storm of 

1999, the Welsh quarry where the original tiles had 

come from was re-opened to supply replacements. 

Other buildings, equally attractive, housed 

service families and one the Officer’s Mess.  A small 

chapel is also a feature. 

The Museum is a history lesson in itself and 

covers early Military in the Colony through the two world wars to Vietnam and Iraq. Prison 

cells, ‘state of the art’ when originally built are also on show. Busby’s Bore provided a 

fascinating glimpse into history. 

The day was unseasonably hot and we walked at least 5 kms, finishing with lunch at 

Paddington RSL and then a look at the old Paddington Reservoir. We left with a heightened 

appreciation of the role of our military men and who would have thought that Major General 

William Holmes had such an important role in our defence capabilities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Officer’s Mess 

A look into Busby’s Bore Cath Sullivan and canon Main military barracks building 
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Primrose House reincarnation 

It is hard to believe that less than 12 months ago, 

Primrose House was in a parlous state - the 

magnificent restoration of this historic building has 

been carried out faithfully and with dedication to 

become the home of Scots College Brighton 

Preparatory School. 

A number of Society members attended the 

official opening on 23 March including Garry Darby 

who was acknowledged in the ceremony for his 

contribution toward the preservation of and promotion 

of Primrose House. Garry was accompanied by Helen and also present was our President 

Beverley Earnshaw together with other members (see photos).  The opening was also attended 

by the first intake of 28 very young students.   

The Governor of NSW, His Excellency David Hurley, gave an admirable speech in 

opening the school and unveiled a commemorative plaque.  We also heard from the Principal 

of Scots College, the Head of the Brighton Preparatory School and a vote of thanks was given 

by the Head Prefect for 2018. It was pleasing to hear the philosophies behind the education of 

Scots College students and the emphasis on developing well-grounded, confident young men 

of integrity. 

The Scots Pipe Band provided a guard and 

later entertained the crowd and we also enjoyed a 

string ensemble and a College jazz combo which 

accompanied drinks and snacks on the lawn.   

A tour of the house gave evidence to the 

hard work and sensitivity of the restoration team 

and those boys are very lucky to be educated in 

such surroundings. 
G. Whan 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

M. Rodriguez, J. Spinelli, G. Whan, B Earnshaw 
Miryam & Niver Rodriguez 

Surveying the scene from balcony Plaque unveiled by Governor Exhausted pipers under trees! 

Beautifully restored verandahs 

Ready and waiting for the big event 


