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Meetings and Speakers 

Thursday 12 July 2018 

Gail Davis, Senior Archivist NSW – 

Animals in the ARKives  

 

Thursday 9 August 2018 

Lisa Murray, Sydney City Historian 

Sydney Cemeteries: A Field Guide 

Meetings start at 2 pm in the School of Arts, Bowns Rd/Queens Ave Kogarah. Enjoy the 

speaker, then chat over afternoon tea.  A short business meeting follows. Apologies for non-

attendance at meetings to the Secretary, Gill Whan (9546 4623). Visitors  welcome. 
 

 

Find us on Facebook  

 

 

 

Participants at the presentation of the inaugural Local History Awards. Also pictured, Kevin Greene Mayor of 

Georges River Council and Chris Minns MP, Member for Kogarah.  Photo by Garry Darby. Report inside. 

http://www.kogarah.historicalsociety.com.au/
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Mondays at the Museum 

23 July 2018 

Beverley Earnshaw OAM, Author, President of KHS.  

We always enjoy hearing Beverley speak and this time she has agreed to present her topic The 

lame, the blind, the mad and the malingerers. We look forward to it. We will stay outside if 

the weather permits, but as it is July, we may have to go inside the Cottage in which case you 

do need to book as space is very limited and of course it helps with the catering.  Cost is $5 

which covers our delicious morning tea and gives you a chance to win a lucky door prize. To 

reserve your place please ring Adele Ryan on 9529 6730 or leave a message on her answering 

machine. 

 

Sunday Museum Roster 
Opening hours 1pm–4pm. (winter hours) 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Problems: If you need to exchange days with someone, please try to do so amongst 

yourselves, otherwise contact Wendy Agzarian (9774 3667) Emergency roster – Anne 

Williams (0425 215 589), Cath &  Leo Sullivan (9579 6149) 

Committee 2018 (*denotes Executive)  

President:*     Beverley Earnshaw 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
    

   

                 
Photo Gwen Coxhead 

 

The official opening of 

the Carss Park reserve as 

a public recreation area 

took place on 

Anniversary Day, 

Ph: 9546 1091 

Vice President:* Pat Young Ph. 9593 1898 

   Secretary :* 

OfficerOfficer 

 

 

 

 

  

Gill Whan Ph: 9546 4623 

Treasurer:* Cath Sullivan Ph: 9579 6149 

Public Officer* Robert McGarn Ph: 0425 706 579 

Committee Members: Wendy Agzarian, Barbara Davids, Glynn Pulling, Rodger Robertson, 
Adele Ryan, Mavis Ward. 

Committee Meeting Venues:    

9 July  2 pm  Pat Young, 25  Culver Street, Monterey (9593 1898) 

6 August  2 pm  Adele Ryan, 5 Endeavour Street, Sans Souci (9529 6730) 

10 Sept  2 pm  Gill Whan, 11 Dewrang St, Carss Park (9546 4623) 

 

 

 

Kogarah’s Amazing Achievers 

Sister Penelope Frater – War Nurse 

KOGARAH HISTORICAL SOCIETY AGM 2018 

July 2018 

1
st
    Carole Tier & Ken Grieve 

8
th

  
   
Mavis Ward & Robert McGarn 

15
th

  Betty Goodger & Fiona Johnstone 

22
nd

 Gill Whan & Heather Campbell 

29
th

 .Cath and Leo Sullivan 

August 2018 

5
th

     Wendy Agzarian & Elaine Filewood  

12
th

   
 
Adele Ryan & Joe Spinelli 

19
th

 
  
 Betty Goodger & Pat Young 

26
th

   Miriam & Niver Rodriguez 
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Date for your diary 

15 November 2018:  Kogarah Historical Society is planning a visit to the Quarantine 

Station.  Members and friends welcome.  The group will meet at Circular Quay, No 6 

wharf at 9.25 am.  Cost $35 for an all-day ticket on the Eco Hopper. More details as we get 

closer to the time. 
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Kogarah’s Amazing Achievers 
Leslie Bursill OAM 

Aboriginal Elder 

 

Coming Back to Country 
 

I was born at Hurstville in “Woodleigh” private hospital  

on Woniora Road in 1945. I lived for 4 years in Hurstville    

Grove, then in South Hurstville until I was eight years old 

and for my teen years up until I was 20 I lived in West  

Street. I was a member of the Carss Park Life Saving Club 

and taught swimming to children till I was 17. 

 I married my first wife Barbara at 22 years (she was 19) and managed to quickly buy a 

home in Engadine where I lived for 48 years. Barbara died of ovarian cancer in 2003 after a 

two year battle. My new wife found that living in a home furnished and fitted out by my first 

wife was a cause for some distress and convinced me to sell up and move. 

 I moved back to Shoalhaven in 2013 after an absence of 48 years – though in my heart 

I felt I had never left. The move for me - a Dharawal man - always felt I was closing the 

circle. Right up to my teenage years, I spent many a pleasant month each year camping in 

Gerringong. In 1962 my parents purchased a holiday home in the area – and funnily enough 

when I married in 1965 my wife and I spent our honeymoon there. 

 My wife and I and my family continued to visit Gerringong every major holiday. I 

remember vividly an idyllic time, fishing, trapping rabbits 

and shooting ducks. We also gathered pippies (clams) at 7 

Mile Beach and oysters from the rocks around the Point at 

Werri Beach. Gerringong was my idea of the Garden of 

Eden with nary a serpent or deity in sight. The Illawarra and 

Shoalhaven districts since time immemorial was a region 

abundant in natural resources in flora and fauna – in 

particular fish and fowl. The original inhabitants of the area, 

like me, viewed the area as an Eden. 

 My ties to the area go back generations. My 

Grandmother, Olive Smith (nee Rollan) had very close ties 

to the ‘Gong’ and can trace her ancestry back through her 

birth at Berry and her mother’s birth in Kangaroo Valley. 

My family also descends from the original inhabitants of the  

Valley. This connection becomes visible through my great 

great grandfather, an Aboriginal elder, Dr Ellis, and on my Colonial side by association with 

Sir William Macarthur – both remarkable products and custodians of their very different 

cultures, sensibilities and traditions. 

 Dr Ellis was a Karadji (witch doctor or clever man). Macarthur collaborated with Dr 

Ellis and with the help of others produced a book. The book named for the first time in print 

the majority of plants and trees of the Illawarra, significantly, including for the first time the 

Aboriginal names of the fauna depicted.     

 

My Ancestor, Dr. Ellis 
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 My ancestors’ history, culture and language permeate the area – there are hundreds of 

sacred Aboriginal sites, presided over by the mountain we call Cullunghutti, which is now 

known by its white appellation, Coolangatta. The mountain is sacred to us and served and still 

serves as a focus of the Dreaming in the South Coast.  

 For nigh on 40 years, I have personally researched, catalogued and explored the area 

between Botany Bay and Bulli. In doing so, I have rediscovered hundreds of sacred places 

and campsites. As part of my research activities as a postgraduate scholar and elder, I have on 

many occasions supervised a number of students doing a range of academic subjects on the 

area. Often high school students, university students and those completing a Master’s have 

asked me for support and advice which I have gladly given. For example, I had the pleasure of 

assisting five students to complete their PhDs in subjects related to Aboriginal culture. 

 

 

 In the last four years I have been working closely with two PhD students. One is 

writing a thesis on Aboriginal Art in the Public Domain, the other is researching Dreamtime 

astrology and its importance both secular and sacred in the life of Aboriginals. 

 Their research has opened my eyes to the vast amount of Aboriginal cultural material 

associated with the Shoalhaven area, in particular the Shoalhaven River. The river was a 

natural highway that was used by my people and other clans to travel on, and trade. The river 

was a local source for the stones in the making of stone axes – an important tool for 

Aboriginal people, in particular men. I was also made aware of the fact of a number of newly 

rediscovered sites of painting and engraving in the area. That wonderful adage that teaching 

and helping others make one a student again is a living reality for me. 

 My lifetime of research and exploration, lineage and living in the area attests to the 

fact that there are hundreds of sacred sites in my ancestral homeland. As a result my 

Aboriginality has been deepened, and my respect for my ancestors and wonder of their 

achievements and legacy has increased immeasurably, giving me a sense of place and 

belonging. A feeling for country I have always felt from childhood, especially during my time 

of foraging and hunting in the area during school holidays with my family. That is why for me 

it is a personal passion that the languages, culture, folklore and the Dreaming of the area need 

not only to be preserved but also nurtured, shared and respected. 

Leslie Bursill OAM 

Ed note:  This was one of the two entries by Mr Bursill in the Local History Awards. 

 

 

 

An element of the 

Wagilag/Black 

Duck Dreaming. A 

Pleiades Dreaming 

Story of the 

Dharawal/Yuin 

peoples 
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SAINTS IN KOGARAH 

Part  XIII 

 

ST FINBAR 

St Finbar was an Irish saint, born at Lisnacaheraghy in the County 

of Cork, who lived from c.560 to .c.663.  The name Finbar means 

fair head, so it is assumed he probably was very fair in colouring. 

Although he died in Cloyne, some distance south west of 

Cork, his body was brought back to Cork and buried in the site 

now occupied by the Cathedral of St Finbar - a fitting resting place 

for the first bishop of Cork. 

He was for some time, a hermit on the island of Barra, 

described as a wild, gloomy and rugged place, connected to the 

mainland by a short causeway. It was here he erected an Oratory. 

Barra became a place of pilgrimage. 

He gathered students and disciples, founded a monastery and became the bishop of 

Cork.  Many of the men who joined him went on to found churches, schools and monasteries 

of their own. . 

Irish folklore contains many stories about St Finbar, including one of him crossing the 

Irish Sea on horseback!  His feast day is celebrated on 25 September. 

ST FINBAR’S CHURCH 

Until 1926 the residents of Sans Souci who 

wanted to attend Mass, had to go to St Patrick’s in 

Kogarah.  Children used the steam tram to get to 

school and there was a tragic accident when a 

child fell from the tram and died as a result.  

Perhaps this was one of the reasons the local 

people petitioned the Archbishop for their own 

church.  They raised the money to buy the land 

and laid a foundation stone in 1922, but it was not        

until 1926 that a building designed to serve as both 

Church and School was opened.  

It was the second parish school in Kogarah. 

On 16 May 1940, the first priest, Father Power was appointed to the Parochial District 

of Sans Souci and St Finbar’s boundaries were defined as :- 

 The foreshores of Botany Bay, Georges River and Kogarah Bay from opposite 

Ramsgate Avenue, via Dolls Point, Sandringham Rocky Point and Kilda Point to Ramsgate 

Road at the junction of the Causeway and the eastern side of Kogarah Bay. 

A new Church was opened and blessed by Cardinal Gilroy on 21 June 1959.  It 

replaced the one in which he said his first Mass in 1926.  It stood on the highest point of Sans 

Souci, using Australian materials and workmanship. Over the main doors a sandstone corbel 

supports a lifesized statue of the Sacred Heart in cast stone.  

The Sisters of Mercy had run the school for 40 years. Their convent was opposite the 

Church in Broughton Street It was sold to the Dept of Health in 1994 and is now in private 

hands. 

Betty Goodger 

St Finbar’s, corner of the Promenade and 

Broughton St, Sans Souci 
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Vale Coralie Lewin 

It is with sadness that I report the passing of Coralie Lewin, a valued 

member of this Society, on May 19, 2018. Coralie joined the society 

in the 1980s, served on the committee and about 1998 took on the 

role of Custodian of the Carss Cottage Museum. 

 Coralie was born in Rockdale but came to Kogarah when her 

family moved from Connells Point to Jubilee Ave (formerly Station 

Street) in 1942.  Her younger sister, Beverley, became a close school 

friend of the writer who often visited their home. Coralie attended 

the Hurstville Domestic Science School. On October 21, 1950 she 

married Albert Lewin who also gave valuable volunteer service to 

the society. 

 In her early years she was a talented dancer who conducted 

her own dancing school at Rockdale. She was proficient in all forms 

of needlework and embroidery and rose up to become the President 

of the NSW Embroiderers’ Guild. With this expertise she made an 

invaluable contribution to Kogarah Historical Society, and especially 

to the Carss Cottage Museum when she became its custodian. Her 

first initiative in this role was to bring up to date the catalogue of 

several thousand items in the Museum’s collection. Details of these 

items are all carefully recorded in card boxes and colour co-ordinated 

to sort them into categories. Her expertise in the area of textile management enabled her to 

restore many items of napery, clothing and baby wear, some of which are on display in the 

Museum while others remain in storage waiting to be rotated. Before mounting these items, 

many of which are fragile, she would spend much time laundering them in order to display 

them to greatest advantage. In 2002 Coralie initiated ‘Mondays at the Museum’, which has 

been running successfully ever since. 

 In her later years she took up painting and produced many excellent works in both oil 

and watercolour, proof of her many talents. 

 Unfortunately in late 2008 Coralie was struck down with cancer and reluctantly 

resigned as custodian of the museum. Her loss was a severe blow to the society and although 

some of her duties were distributed among other society members, there has never been 

anyone with expertise in textile management to replace her. 

 Coralie’s funeral on May 24, 2018 was attended by members of our Society. She will 

always be remembered as one who gave service far in excess of what was asked of her and 

her contribution to Kogarah Historical Society will be valued and remembered.  

Beverley Earnshaw 2018 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Railway Clock which stands in the foyer of Carss Cottage has 

been returned, renovated and working, complete with pendulum, 

thanks to the efforts of Doug Minty and the Clock Association. 

Our volunteers now have one extra task on Sundays – to wind the 

clock!  It must be wound every seven days, 24 turns of the key. 

The Society hopes to host a visit to the Museum by the Clock 

Association soon. 
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Fists at Frog’s Hollow 

 Prize-fighting in the George’s River area, 1843-1853 

By Sue Castrique 

Sue Castrique was a winner of the Kogarah Historical Society 

Local History Awards 2018.  Pictured: Kevin Greene, Mayor 

presenting Certificate to Sue. Part 1 of her essay follows. 

In October 1849, George’s River was the site of one of the most 

anticipated prize-fights in New South Wales. At Frog’s Hollow, 

John Perry fought George Hough for the championship of the 

colony.  

Hough was the current bare-knuckle prize fighting 

champion, a native, born in Parramatta who stood a sturdy six foot two and was celebrated for 

his rugged style. Perry was the stranger who had arrived in Sydney only months earlier. A 

former shipwright, he was ‘built like Cassius’ with tattoos on his arms and an earring in each 

ear. He had a long connection to the military that immediately made him the regiment’s 

favourite. Perry was from Ireland, an African-Caribbean who was known to his followers as 

‘Black Perry’.
1
  

Never in New South Wales, said Bell’s Life in Sydney, ‘was human expectation so 

much on the tip-toe’. Market carts, gigs, the springy barouche ‘almost everything that had two 

wheels and four legs’ headed south to George’s River. Shops in town were left untended. 

Servants disappeared from kitchens. Across Botany Bay, a flotilla of boats also made its way 

to George’s River where a ring was roped out in the bush and colours pinned to the stakes: 

blue and white stripes for Hough and birds-eye blue for Perry. But police were also there, 

stalking the site. After an hour trying to shake off the law, fighters and spectators moved three 

miles down-river to either Cummings Point or Rocky Point.  

The fight lasted four rounds and was over in 4½ minutes. Perry never missed. With a 

deftness and science that stunned the crowd, Perry felled his opponent in every round. 

Hough’s supporters quickly threw in the sponge, and Perry was declared the new Australian 

champion.
2
  

Prize fights had been held at George’s 

River since at least 1843 and 

continued to 1853. There was ‘no 

mistaking a locality which has long 

been so famous for “deeds of the fist”. 

George Hough knew George’s River 

well; it was where he fought George 

Bailey in 1843 and cemented his name 

in the colonial ring. It was the site of 

some remarkable fights. Paddy 

Sinclair, the Enfield General fought 

Bill Sparkes, in 1848, in a match billed 

as ‘Ould Ireland against Australia’; 

Joe Rogers sparred with Jack Kerry, 

the Eel in 1851; George Young, the 

Birmingham Slasher fought Henry 

 

 
John Perry after winning the Australian championship in 

1849.  Bell’s Life in Sydney, 20 October 1849. 
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Stapleton in 1852.
3
  

But just where was Frog’s Hollow? The name was once given to Rockdale, but was 

also found anywhere from Surry Hills to Braidwood. Sutherland Shire suggests it was 

Coronation Bay, on the southern side of George’s River and east of Green Point. But a close 

reading of eye witness accounts reveals that after a bone-jarring ride by carriage, the vehicles 

were then parked ‘close to the outer ropes’. This was the northern side of George’s River. 

Frog’s Hollow was said to be three miles from Cummings Point (Taren Point) and was also 

known as Horseshoe Bay. Placenames can be imprecise and they also shift, but evidence 

suggests the famed location of the George’s River prize fights may have been Shipwright’s 

Bay at Blakehurst.
4
  

Here was a site beyond the prying eyes of police. Although pugilism was not itself an 

illegal act, Sydney magistrates worked vigorously to outlaw the sport. Police constantly 

interrupted matches in the field, and charged both fighters and spectators with breaches of the 

peace. A burgeoning middle class of aspiring city merchants, philanthropists and evangelical 

Christians were eager to put an end to a sport they so closely linked with convicts. Many of 

the fighters were indeed ex-convicts or ticket-of leave men who drew a noisy, heckling mob. 

Pugilism lured men away from their sober, legitimate work. It was also brutal and sometimes 

lethal and the Sydney Morning Herald was a constant critic, declaring its ‘disgust and 

abhorrence’ for a sport more fitting to the ‘untamed savage’ than to civilised society.
 5

  

The dense, but now partly cleared forests between Cooks River and George’s River 

provided the ideal location for pugilists. The area had been largely neglected by Europeans. 

Although a large grant was made in 1808 to John and Robert Townson, extending from 

Kingsgrove farm to George’s River and Kogarah Bay, the brothers, particularly Robert, were 

disenchanted. It was ‘the very worst ground, neither fit for Cultivation nor Grazing’. They left 

it largely undeveloped in any agricultural sense. When Simeon Lord took over the estate, the 

huge forests of turpentine, blackbutt, mahogany, red gum and ironbark became known as 

‘Lord’s Bush’. Sawyers and charcoal-burners paid £2 to £4 a week to the Lord estate and 

prowled the forest, felling the giant trees and living in rough huts that were quickly made and 

then abandoned as they moved on. By 1833 the district was Sydney’s main supplier of split 

timber, shingles, firewood, honeysuckle for boat-builders and ‘white wood of a large size, so 

much used by coach makers’.
6
  

Then in 1842 a new road to Wollongong was begun across Cook’s River and through 

Lord’s Bush to Woronora. Completed in 1845, a punt crossed George’s River taking 

travellers onto the Illawarra. While the road was a boon to Illawarra farmers, it also made the 

area accessible to followers of the ring who came soon after; the first recorded fight at 

George’s River was staged in 1843.
7
  

The new road was crucial for spectators. There were several favoured sites for prize 

fights beyond Sydney, but matches held at Middle Harbour and Lane Cove relied entirely on  

hiring steamers to transport the spectators, at some expense. George’s River was isolated 

enough to hide the fight, but the new road allowed hundreds to attend. The 1849 

championship fight attracted a crowd of more than five hundred spectators from Windsor, 

Bathurst, Maitland, Port Phillip and Launceston who began travelling to George’s River from 

3am in the morning. Michael Gannon’s Real Ould Sportsman’s Union Hotel at Tempe was a 

stopping point for many. Gannon was an Irish ex-convict and a keen sportsman, particularly 

of pigeon shooting. His inn was a ‘hospitable roof’ to pugilists, where directions could be 

discovered. In addition, George’s River was also accessible by boat. Reporter, Charlie 
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Nichols set out from Sir Joseph Banks hotel in Botany and crossed Botany Bay by row boat, 

which enabled him to follow the fighters when they moved down river.
8
  

The demands of both secrecy and betting meant that prize fighting was a well 

organised sport. Fights were organised in Sydney, in sporting hotels, where deposits were 

made for an upcoming match, backers took bets and fighters showed off their form in 

performances of light, playful sparring to whet the appetite. The location of an upcoming 

fight, ‘the office’, was revealed only by word of mouth the day before the match.  

Members of the PR, or prize ring, were a tightly knit ‘brethren’ bound by secrecy, 

camaraderie and obligation. They spoke their own coded language. Fighters were known by 

nicknames, and backers only by alias. ‘My Uncle’ was the publican Thomas Douglass; ‘the 

Captain’ was likely to be Captain Malcolm MacDonald, a patron and lover of pugilism; but 

the Barrack-lane Pippin, the Chap from Jarmany, or the Pitt-street Pebble, these backers are 

now unknown.
9
  

The web of secrecy, bravado, and gossip that accompanied these fights creates a 

difficult task for the historian. The PR was a criminal underworld that is not easily untangled. 

Biographical details of fighters were often embellished, or glossed over, especially when it 

involved a criminal record. Bombast and bravado accompanied many upcoming matches, and 

became part of the rhetoric of prize-fighting, as it is of boxing today……  To be Continued 

____________________________ 

1 Bells Life in Sydney and Sporting Reviewer, 9 September 1848.  

2 Bells Life, 13 October 1849.  

3 Although a match was attempted between Sparkes and Sinclair in 1857 at Frog’s Hollow, it never eventuated. 

George’s River: Bells Life, 30 August 1851, Hough: Bells Life, 9 September 1848. Matches: Bells Life, 13 May 

1848; 8 July 1848; 19 January 1850; 17 August 1850; 30 August 1851; 17 January 1852; 1 May 1852, 12 

December 1857; Empire, 7 December 1853.  

4 Sutherland Shire Council, Origin of Place Names, December 2017, p 24. Bells Life, 8 July 1848, 13 October 

1849. Empire, 23 September 1859. Sydney Morning Herald, 3 July 1865; Note also that the change of name 

from Froghollow Bay to Coronation Bay occurred significantly later, c1910, and Shipwright’s Bay gained this 

name sometime after 1887. NSW Government Gazette, I June 1910 & 17 June 1887.  

5 Australasian Sportsman 23 September 1848, Sydney Morning Herald, 10 April 1847, Bells Life, 19 April 1851. 

Richard Waterhouse, ‘Bare‐Knuckle prize fighting, masculinity and nineteenth century Australian culture’, 

Journal of Australian Studies, vol 26, no 73, 2009, pp 101-110,  

6 Brian J Madden, ‘The Background to the Townson Grants’, Hurstville Historical Society, Monograph no 5, 

June 1977, p3. Sydney Herald, 20 June 1833. Joan Lawrence, St George Pictorial memories : Rockdale, 

Kogarah, Hurstville, Kingsclear Books, Crows Nest, N.S.W, 1996, p 5.  

7 M. Hutton Neve, A Brief History of the Sutherland Shire, Sutherland Shire Studies Series, no 1, 2000, p 4. 

Sydney Morning Herald, 10 February 1843, The Australian, 9 June 1843.  

8 Bells Life, 13 October 1849, 8 January 1853.  

9 Bells Life, 8 July 1848, 7 July 1849, 12 April 1851, 19 November 1853.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What’s On 

St George on a Sunday – Exhibition at Hurstville Museum & Gallery – 19 May-29 July.  

Liverpool Historical Society – Ward & Olive Havard Lecture, 4 Aug, 11.30 am in Liverpool 

Library. Speaker Dr Stephen Gapps, Historian, Author. RSVP gailrobyn54@hotmail.com. 

State Library – Using maps for historical research. 25 July, 10 am-3.30 pm, $50. Book through 

learning@sl.nsw.gov.au  

State Library – Paul Brunton, lecture series – John Oxley, The inland sea 1817-18; Charles 

Sturt, The riddle of the rivers; Thomas Livingston Mitchell, the great north-western flowing 

river. Dates: 16 Aug, 23  Aug, 30 Aug all from 11 am – 12 md. $20/28 per lexture, Full series 

$55/79 (Friends/Guests) Bookings www.sl.nsw.gov.au/whats-on  

mailto:gailrobyn54@hotmail.com
mailto:learning@sl.nsw.gov.au
http://www.sl.nsw.gov.au/whats-on
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Trivia Quiz 

By Rodger Robertson 
US Civil war 
 

1. Who was the President of the Union and who was the President of the Confederacy in 

the US Civil War? 

2. Who was the most famous General on either side- for the Union and for the South? 

3.  What was the capital of the South? 

4. The Civil War went from what year to what year? 

5.  When was the battle of Gettysburg? Which Southern General ordered the ill-fated 

charge? And lost half a leg in the battle? 

6. Who fired the first shots to start the Civil war and where? 

7. The surrender was done in what town and who surrendered to whom? 

8. Whilst most States fought on one side or the other- one State was divided into two 

parts supporting different sides- this arrangement is still true today. The States are 

called? 

9. Who assassinated Abraham Lincoln? What year? Who succeeded him as President? 

10.  What colour uniforms were worn by the Union army and the Confederate army? 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Facts from the 1500s 

Most people got married in June because they took their yearly bath in May, and they still 

smelled pretty good by June. However, since they were starting to smell brides carried a 

bouquet of flowers to hide the body odour. Hence the custom today of carrying a bouquet 

when getting married.  

 

Baths consisted of a big tub filled with hot water. The man of the 

house had the privilege of the nice clean water, then all the other 

sons and men, then the women and finally the children. Last of all 

the babies.  

By then the water was so dirty you could actually lose someone in 

it.. Hence the saying, "Don't throw the baby out with the Bath 

water!" 
 

 

 

 

Baths consisted of a big tub filled with hot water. The man of the house had the privilege 

of the nice clean water, then all the other sons and men, then the women and finally the 
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Kogarah Historical Society 

Inaugural Local History Awards Presentation 

 
It was a splendid afternoon at the School of Arts on Thursday 14 June attended by all but two 

of the entrants and a large crowd of members, friends and relatives. 

Our patron and Mayor of Georges River Council, Kevin Greene attended and presented the 

prizes and certificates of participation.  Chris Minns MP, who launched the awards just one 

year ago, was also there to congratulate the entrants.   

 

Three winners were awarded prizes of $500 each:  

 

Rosie Gould for The Building of St. Raphaels Church School, South 

Hurstville. 

This was a well written essay based on the book by Rosie published 

by St Raphaels in 2017. 

 

 

 

Sue Castrique - Fists at Frog Hollow 

A well documented account of the illegal bare knuckle fights and 

pugilistic bouts that took place secretly along the Georges River in 

the 1840s, when Kogarah was an unsettled wilderness. 

 

Monica O’Brien - A Narrative of one local Kogarah Citizen’s 

Sporting and other Achievements. 

This is a biography of Stan O’Brien, who rose from a very 

disadvantaged start in life. He was a war veteran, a champion in the 

sport of sailing, leader in the scouting movement, involved with the 

Young Endeavour during the bicentenary, a mature age Uni student, a  

consultant to the Navy and Police Force, and much more. 

 

HIGHLY COMMENDED:  

 

Betty Goodger - For a history of Kogarah’s War Memorial 

 

 

 

 

       Certificates of Participation 
 

Two entrants were unable to be present, they were: 

Anne Field: The History of my Community Involvement in Kogarah, 1985-2018 

This was an autobiographical piece outlining the part Anne has played in local government in 

the Kogarah and Rockdale areas. 

Les Bursill OAM: Coming back to Country and The Naming of Port Hacking 

Les, an Aboriginal Elder, submitted two entries. One of these is in this newsletter. 
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Certificates of Participation (cont’d) 

 

Liliana Mitreska: Sheila Knight Carey: from St.Albans to Kogarah, A Life of Service. 

Biography of a very worthy citizen, a leader in the nursing profession at both St.George and 

Calvary Hospitals and who even today works in a voluntary capacity for Calvary Hospital.  

Bryan Bateman: McRae’s Estate. 

A short entry but provides a concise summary of the history of McRae’s Estate, Penshurst. 

Robert McGarn: The History of Freemasonry in Kogarah and Hurstville 

Another valuable contribution. Many people don’t realize we once had a large Masonic Hall 

in Montgomery Street, Kogarah. 

Dr Graeme Gwilliam: The History of Freemasonry in Kogarah and Lodge No.305. 

The entry takes the form of a publication which not only focuses on Kogarah but reaches 

further afield. It provides some very useful information about the leading citizens of Kogarah. 

 

 

Athene Richards: Number 5, Lily Street, Allawah 

A surprising and very original entry about a haunted house in Allawah.  

Chiara D’Ercole: The Blue Building at the Bottom of High Street 

Tells the story of the Shopfront Theatre, which is a valuable historical piece that needed to be 

recorded. 

Dr Nicole Blay and Janette Pelosi: Helen Blanche Ford: Georges River World War I Nurse. 

An extensive family history of a nurse who served in World War I. 

Olga Sedneva: Diary of a Nut Researcher 

A biography of Gifford Eardley, a highly respected historian and artist whose work focuses 

mainly on Rockdale and the St. George Historical Society. 

Alan Powditch: Kogarah’s Law Courts. 

Quote: ‘It is a significant part of the history of Kogarah. It is a Kogarah heirloom.’ This is 

something that had to be recorded before it is too late. It deals with both the building and 

some of the prominent cases that have been heard there. 

Barry Johnson: Anzac Angels 

Elaborates on the story of the statue recently erected in the Kogarah Town Square of a nurse, 

behind a wounded soldier.  Includes a list of all the nurses depicted in that memorial, as well 

as some interesting pictures. 

 

Photos are in the same order as text, left to right, - Olga Sedneva did not have a photo taken.  

(Maximum exposure for our Mayor! – we enjoyed the time he spent with us) 


