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Kogarah’s War Memorial, English Street, Carlton. See Page 4 for Betty  
Goodger’s highly commended essay 

Meetings and Speakers 

Thursday 8 November 2018 

Beverley Earnshaw, Author, President of 

KHS – Celebrating Success 

 

Thursday 13 December 2018 

Christmas lunch, Mortdale RSL Club  

12.30 pm. $30. Fun fun fun………. 

The November meeting has had to be moved again to the Community Hub, 49 English Street, 

Carlton. Please understand this is no fault of the Committee. Come along and enjoy the 

speaker, then chat over afternoon tea followed by a short business meeting. Apologies for 

non-attendance should go to the Secretary, Gill Whan (9546 4623).  
 

Find us on Facebook  

  

http://www.kogarah.historicalsociety.com.au/
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Mondays at the Museum 

        26 November 2018 

       “Only a Rivet Boy” 

Wendy Cornish is our speaker for the final Monday at the Museum for 2018.  Wendy comes to us 

each year with a different topic and this time she is talking about Building the Harbour Bridge.  

Wendy’s father was “only a rivet boy”. We will stay outside, under cover of our umbrellas if it is 

very hot.  As always we will start at 10 am with our delicious morning tea.  Cost is $5 which also 

gives you a chance to win a lucky door prize. We ask that you book if possible, it assists with 

catering.  To reserve your place please ring Adele Ryan on 9529 6730 or leave a message on her 

answering machine. 

 

Sunday Museum Roster 
Opening hours 1pm–4pm. (winter hours) 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Problems: If you need to exchange days with someone, please try to do so amongst yourselves, 

otherwise contact Wendy Agzarian (9774 3667) Emergency roster – Anne Williams (0425 215 

589), Cath &  Leo Sullivan (9579 6149) 

Committee 2018 (*denotes Executive)  

President:*     Beverley Earnshaw 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
    

   

                 
Photo Gwen Coxhead 

 

The official opening of 

the Carss Park reserve as 

a public recreation area 

took place on 

Ph: 9546 1091 

Vice President:* Pat Young Ph. 9593 1898 

   Secretary :* 

OfficerOfficer 

 

 

 

 

  

Gill Whan Ph: 9546 4623 

Treasurer:* Cath Sullivan Ph: 9579 6149 

Public Officer* Robert McGarn Ph: 0425 706 579 

Committee Members: Wendy Agzarian, Barbara Davids, Glynn Pulling, Rodger Robertson, Adele 
Ryan, Mavis Ward. 

Committee Meeting Venues:    

5 Nov 2 pm  Pat Young, 25  Culver Street, Monterey (9593 1898) 

10 Dec 2 pm  Gill Whan, 11 Dewrang St, Carss Park (9546 4623) 

11 Feb 2 pm Beverley Earnshaw, 15 Hamer Street, Kogarah Bay (95461091) 

 

 

 

 

November 2018 

4th     Carole Tier & Ken Grieve 

11th    Fiona Johnstone & Gill Whan 

18th   Betty Goodger & Robert McGarn 

25th   Gill Whan & Heather Campbell 

December 2018 

2nd      Wendy Agzarian & Elaine Filewood  

9th       Adele Ryan & Joe Spinelli 

16th      Betty Goodger & Pat Young 

23rd     Miriam & Niver Rodriguez 

30th     Cath &  Leo Sullivan 
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It’s Party Time Again! 

Our Christmas Luncheon this year will be held at Mortdale RSL, 

25 Macquarie Place, Mortdale on Thursday, December 13, 2018 

at 12 noon. This is a time for all our members, both from the 

General Meeting and Mondays at the Museum to get together for 

a fun time.  

For some years Mavis Ward has been the party organizer, but  

Mavis has now stepped down and we wait to see what the new 

team has in store. 

                                   Cost $30 per person 

Please book with Mavis on 9546 5704, or at our November meeting. 

--oo0oo— 

 

Historical Markers 
(Betty Goodger has given a report on her trip to view the five new Historical Markers the 

Georges River Council has erected.) 

 

When Hurstville Historical Society was operating (1967-2007) it erected 58 historical 

markers in the Municipality. Now, Georges River Council incorporates the former Kogarah 

and Hurstville Municipalities and I was eager to see the 5 new historical markers the new 

Council had put in place. 

 On Tuesday, September 4, I was fortunate enough to have a seat on one of the two 

buses that left the Council Chambers at 10 am. Our first stop was on Forest Road, just past 

Hurstville Boys’ High School, where there was a sandstone plinth, with a blue plaque 

inscribed to Michael Gannon. His great-great-great granddaughter, Belinda Gannon, told us 

something of his life and significance. Although he never lived in the area, it was once known 

as Gannon’s Forest and Forest Road was once Gannon’s Forest Road. The land for Hurstville 

School was once part of his grant, and he donated the land for St.Michael’s Church. 

 Our next stop was at Sans Souci where Garry Darby told us about the plaque 

commemorating the former Sans Souci Hotel and home of the original landowners in 1843, 

Robert and Catherine Cooper. The name Sans Souci had been used by Thomas Holt to 

placate his wife, Sans Souci being the name of a palace near Potsdam, Germany, his wife’s 

home. She did not like the isolated site of Rocky Point. 

 Our next stop was at Kyle Bay, where the marker for Robert Kyle, shipbuilder, stands 

beside the board proclaiming Merriman Reserve, the name of his former partner. There we 

also had morning tea, then off to the other side of the municipality to Ogilvy Street, 

Peakhurst. There stands a plaque dedicated to Joe Anderson, an activist for Aborigines before 

World War II. His great nephew, Dr Shane William, spoke movingly of his great uncle’s 

work and the Aborigines of Salt Pan Creek. 

 Our last stop was in Penshurst Park behind the swimming pool, at the plaque in 

honour of a former Mayor of Hurstville, Merv Lynch. His son spoke lovingly and 

humorously about his father’s long community service. 

 So ended a most interesting morning. All praise to the Library staff and, of course, 

Georges River Council. 

 

--oo0oo— 
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Kogarah’s War Memorial 
By B.Goodger 

(This essay was Highly Commended in our Local History Prize 2018) 

Kogarah’s War Memorial stands in a grassy plot in Kogarah Park at the intersection of 

English Street and Park Street, outside Jubilee Oval. A 12 foot column of polished marble 

stands on a plinth of grey trachyte that states: 

Those whom this monument commemorates 

Sacrificed their lives 

In the Great War 1914-1919 

That others might have freedom 

Let those who come after 

See their sacrifice 

Was not in vain 

Municipality of Kogarah 

 

There is also an anchor and the words: Royal Australian Navy. No names of soldiers appear. 

At later times, further inscriptions have been added. On the plinth facing the park appears: 

 

This memorial also commemorates 

Those who sacrificed their lives 

In the Second World War 1939-1945 

And the War in Korea 1950-53 

Malaya and Vietnam 

 

Facing the Oval is an eagle and the motto of the Air Force, Per ardua ad astra, and on the 

fourth side, a circular plaque headed by a crown and the words, Australian Women’s 

Services, the insignia for the Navy and Air Force and four heads, representing a nurse and 

three services. The memorial stands in a garden setting with rosemary the predominating 

plant. There is ample space for groups to gather on days of remembrance. 

But the memorial has only been on this site since 1967. Before that date it stood in front of 

the Fire Station in Gray Street for 43 years, dedicated on 11th November, 1923. Nearby was a 

gun. Trophies were brought back to Australia after the Great War and distributed by the 

Commonwealth Government. Kogarah received a German cannon which had been captured 

in France in August 1918. It was placed on a garden plot in front of the Fire Station in Gray 

Street and was unveiled by Mayor F.J.Wheeler on Anzac Day 1921. 

Even before World War 1 ended there had been a movement in Kogarah to have some sort of 

memorial to the men of Kogarah who were fighting overseas. 

On 1st August 19171 Major W.T.Anderson organized a concert in Brett’s Hall, Derby Street, 

Kogarah, and raised £28/12/10. The money was placed in the Government Savings Bank, 

with the Town Clerk as Treasurer. An Honour Roll was mentioned but no action taken. The 

whole matter remained in abeyance. 

Finally in May 19192 the Mayor, G.W.P.Hanigan, chaired a meeting for Kogarah’s Memorial 

and donations of £30/10/- were collected. With funds already in hand the committee now had 

£55/18/5 and all soldiers were asked to send in their names. 

It was not until January 19223 that Mayor Wheeler chaired a meeting, not for the Memorial, 

but to raise funds for the St George Hospital. Alderman William Henry remembered the 

                                                 
1  St George Call 3 February 1922 
2  St George Call 7 June 1919 
3  St George Call 3 February 1922 
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funds held in trust for an honour board and suggested these be donated to the hospital. He 

was ruled out of order. 

This was the spur for action. Kogarah Chamber of Commerce asked the Council for a Public 

Meeting ‘to secure and promote the matter of a Public Memorial to the Fallen Soldiers of the 

District4’. The President of the Chamber of Commerce was P.A.Tanner a local timber 

merchant, and Mayor of Kogarah from 1922 to 1926. Soon a Ladies Committee began fund 

raising – a Market Day on March 12, 19235 and a Grand Ball on June 13, 19236. 

Meanwhile it was decided that the memorial would take the form of ‘a broken column with 

room on the sides for the names of our fallen brothers’7. The cost was to be about £500 but 

much was to happen before the memorial was finally unveiled on Armistice Day, 11th 

November, 1923. 

 

CONTROL OF THE DESIGN OF WAR MEMORIALS 

 

Monuments were going up all over Australia. Architects, artists and public spirited citizens 

were concerned about the quality of the monuments and were urging that there should be 

supervision over their design. Accordingly in 1919 the NSW Government set up a War 

Memorial Advisory Board, known by 1921 as the Public Memorials Advisory Board. 

When it was debated in parliament in 1919, one particular monument came in for criticism – 

a statue erected in 1918 at the Miranda Public School. George Taylor, an architect and editor 

of a trade newspaper, called it ‘a grotesque figure in cement, so badly moulded that if the face 

were not placed on one side of the head, it would be difficult to tell which was its front or its 

back’. By 1920 it had been moved to another site and the figure has disappeared. 

The result was Circular No.3458 sent by the Department of Local Government to all 

municipalities and shires in January 1920 instructing them that ‘monuments shall not be 

erected in public places until the design and situation shall have been approved by the 

Minister’. 

 

KOGARAH’S DESIGN 

 

The Committee, still intent on fundraising, wrote formally to Kogarah Council to ask for a 

donation of £100. Council had to get permission from the Department of Local Government 

and included in their letter the plans and specifications for the monument. The Committee 

received their donation on 5th March 1923 but alterations were requested to the design. It was 

simplified by omitting quarter columns and the revised design was approved on 12th June, 

1923. 

Kogarah’s War Memorial was a classic design, perhaps modelled on Trajan’s column. The 

broken column was replaced by one of grey trachyte, 12 feet in height, topped by a capital, 

and with the AIF emblem of the rising sun and a plaque on the plinth. 

Setting up the monument was not without drama. The Propeller Newspaper of 2nd November, 

1923 reported that the Council took issue with the Railway Commissioners over the goods 

yard. 

Alderman Jones said the accommodation in Kogarah goods yard was a disgrace. When the 

stone for the war memorial was brought along last week they had to take it back to Arncliffe 

to unload, because there wasn’t a crane at Kogarah strong enough to lift it. Then they had to 

pay cartage from Arncliffe to Kogarah. 

                                                 
4  Ion Sloggett p.16 
5  St George Call 25 May 1923 p4c5 
6  St George Call 14 July 1923 
7  Kogarah Council Correspondence 
8  Photocopy held by Kogarah Historical Society 
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When the Mayor, Alderman Tanner, announced that the memorial had been completed and 

would be unveiled on Armistice Day, Alderman (Edward Richard) Birch added his 

comments. 

It is a top heavy affair, too small at the base and looks as if it had been stretched out like a 

telescope. I don’t like the look of it at all. 

To which Alderman (Ernest Toshach) Arrowsmith added – Let’s hope it is better than the 

frightful affair they erected at Miranda, anyway! 

The Mayor retorted It is pleasing to me. I don’t see anything wrong with it and he closed the 

discussion. 

The War Memorial was unveiled on 11th November, 1923 and stood in Gray Street until 

1967. 

MOVING THE WAR MEMORIAL 

 

 In April 1967 the RSL urged the Council to move the War Memorial to Jubilee Oval, giving 

as its reason the heavy traffic in Gray Street. It was estimated that it would cost £1000 to 

move and Council asked the RSL Clubs to contribute. 

Oatley RSL had its memorial service at the new site on Sunday 21st April, 1968 and were full 

of praise. On Anzac Day, 1968 Kogarah RSL held the dedication Service for the new site. 

 

NAMES OF SOLDIERS 

 

There are no names on the monument. In April 1924 the Red Cross wrote to Kogarah Council 

asking that the names of soldiers be added to the Memorial. Council’s reply was that the 

Committee had now been disbanded, but had decided not to add names owing to lack of 

funds and because of the difficulty of obtaining names. Again in January 1967 the Kogarah 

Lions Club asked about the names and the Council replied: 

It is not our intention to engrave the names of the fallen, as it would cost many thousands of 

dollars, the funds for which are not available. 

In 1969 the RAN and RAAF Badges were added to the Memorial and in December of the 

same year there was a request for a memorial to the Women’s Services. In 1972 the RSL 

began to look for the art work on the fourth face and decided it should be a special plaque for 

the Women’s Services. The designer was George Largent of Art Directions Associates9. 

Kogarah RSL believes it to be the only one of its kind in NSW. 

CONCLUSION 

To see a war memorial erected in Kogarah took from 1917 to 1923 and events show it was 

not an easy task, with problems and differences of opinion. Many problems faced the Council 

both during wartime and after, but the final result was a dignified memorial of which 

Kogarah can be proud. 

     
Unveiling Kogarah’s first War Memorial 

 
                                                 
        
9  Kogarah RSL Sub-Branch Golden Jubilee – Historical Souvenir 1923-1973. 
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Armistice Exhibition now Open 

 
In 2017 a call went out from Australian Members of Parliament, asking all museums in their 

electorates to commemorate the Armistice which marked the conclusion of World War 1. 

 The Armistice was signed on “the eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh 

month” in 1918. Hopefully it was to put an end to the fighting, the suffering and loss of life 

on the battlefields and end the anguish of families, including Australian families, on the other 

side of the world. 

 The Armistice Exhibition at Carss Cottage has been mounted. In it we have tried not 

to dwell on the suffering inflicted at places like Fromelles, Gallipoli or the Somme, but rather 

to capture the jubilation and euphoria which erupted when news came through of the war’s 

end. People rejoiced in the streets and decorated their houses to welcome home their fighting 

men. 

 Finding World War 1 artefacts to display was difficult. The RSL did not exist in 1918. 

However, we were fortunate to be lent some pristine replica medals by The Medal Shop 

which now trades out of new premises at 635 Princes Highway, Rockdale. 

 

 The most spectacular item we have on show 

is the bar of three medals, the British War Medal 

(centre), the Victory Medal and the 1914-1918 Star. 

This star is sometimes referred to as the ‘Gallipoli 

Star’. This is not strictly true. Every serviceman who 

served in 1914-1915 received this award. 

 

  

 The Victoria Cross was the highest award of the British 

Honours System, (Australia now has its own). It is awarded for 

‘Gallantry in the presence of the enemy’. A replica of this sits proudly 

in our showcase in The Kogarah Room. 

 The Victoria Cross was instituted by Queen Victoria in 1856 

and made retrospective to include veterans of the Crimean War. 

 The Medal Shop has given us a large poster with the portraits of 

all who have received the Victoria Cross in wars from the Crimea to 

Afghanistan and this is displayed in the cottage hallway. 

 

Other medals and badges are on display including the little known ‘Services rendered’ Medal 

given to those who were wounded and the ‘Return from Active Service’ Medal. The display 

will be in place until Australia Day 2019. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vale Betty Hickman 
We are sad to report the passing of our member, Betty Hickman, on 13th September, 2018. The 

Hickman family was one of the earliest pioneer families of our district and Betty’s member profile 

was published in the November/December 2017 edition of our Newsletter. 

We extend our deepest sympathy to Betty’s relatives. 
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KOGARAH HISTORICAL              

SOCIETY  
       Local History Awards 

                     2019 
Submissions are now invited for the Kogarah Historical Society 

local history awards for 2019.  Through these awards it is hoped 

to encourage the research and recording of events in our district’s past. Entries should focus 

on any aspect of the history of Kogarah or the Georges River Council Area including events, 

personalities, and environmental or built heritage. The award is open to all persons and 

entrants need not be members of Kogarah Historical Society or live in the local area. 

Closing Date for Entries 11th April, 2019 
                                                     Terms and Conditions 

1. Entries must be in English, be the original work of the entrant, and unpublished. 
Entries must not be included in or currently offered for publication in any 
anthology or other media. 

2. Word length is not restricted but it is anticipated that an entry will be at least 
1000 words in length. Entries should give references and captioned illustrations 
are encouraged. 

3. Copyright remains with the author, but Kogarah Historical Society reserves the 
right to publish winning entries in our newsletter and place selected entries on 
our Website. 

4. Entries must be typed on A4 pages, presented loose leaf, unbound or by 
electronic PDF. 

5. Entries can be emailed to info@kogarah.historicalsociety.com.au, sent in hard 
copy to The Secretary, Kogarah Historical Society, PO Box 367, Kogarah, 1485, or 
be handed in at our monthly meeting. Entries must be received by 11th April, 
2019. 

6. Three prizes each of $500 will be awarded. Writers are reminded that the work 
must focus on some aspect of Kogarah or the George River Council Area and will 
be judged on research, new material, references and writing style. Excellence in 
grammar, spelling and punctuation is expected. Judges reserve the right to award 
no prize if they consider there are no entries of a sufficiently high quality. The 
judges’ decision will be final and no correspondence will be entered into. 

7. No entries will be returned and submitted essays will be housed, catalogued and 
indexed by our Local Studies Library. 

8. Entrants must complete and sign an official entry form and lodge it with their 
entry. 

9. Entries close on April 11, 2019 and prizewinners will be announced at the 
Society’s meeting on July 11, 2019. 

 

 
 

Please note that our November meeting has been moved to 

THE COMMUNITY HUB 

49 English Street, Kogarah 
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Trivia Quiz 

By Rodger Robertson 

Capital cities or any cities are often named after some specific aspect of the city’s history- see 

how you go! 

 

1. The capital of Australia is? And its derivation? 

2. Capital of New Zealand is and its derivation? 

3. Capital of Japan is and its derivation? 

4. Capital of USA and its derivation? 

5. Capital of Sweden and its derivation? 

6. Capital of Denmark and its translation? 

7. Capital of Argentina and its meaning? 

8. Capital of The Netherlands and its derivation? 

9. Capital of China and its derivation? 

10. Capital of Malaysia and meaning? 

11. Capital of Israel and meaning? 

12. Capital of Indonesia and meaning? 

 

 

 

--oo0oo-- 

 

The Wedding Dress that was never Worn 

Making the Documentary 
One of the most popular exhibits in Carss Cottage Museum is The Wedding Dress that was 

never Worn, displayed in a glass case in the Coxhead Room. The dress was made for Gwen 

Coxhead, only child of the park’s first ranger, Harald Coxhead. Gwen grew up in the cottage 

and lived there from February 28, 1924 to when her father retired on January 31, 1953. 

 In December 1939 at the age of 24 she became engaged to a young local man, Jack 

Buckham, but World War II intervened and Jack was sent overseas with the AIF. Everything 

was ready for the two to be married the moment Jack came home, and in spite of all textile 

products requiring ration coupons, Gwen’s wedding dress was ready and waiting. 

 But Jack never returned. He was taken Prisoner-of-War by the Japanese after the fall 

of Singapore and was forced to work on the notorious Burma Railway. His letters stopped 

coming and Gwen never knew what happened to him. 

 Gwen never married. Instead she forged a brilliant career in technical education. From 

teaching shorthand and typing for the Department of Technical Education, she rose through 
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the ranks to become the State Supervisor of Secretarial Studies throughout New South Wales, 

with an office in Harris Street, Ultimo. 

 It was not until after she died on March 5, 1996 that Jack’s grave was discovered. 

Corporal John Hope Buckham died of illness in Siam on Wednesday 13th October, 1943, 

aged 29 years, and was buried in Thanyzayat Was Cemetery. 

 Recently, the wedding dress was discovered by a visitor to the museum and referred 

on to Bebi Zekirovski, a professional Cinematographer, Film & TV Producer. Bebi applied 

for and received a grant to produce a documentary on The Wedding Dress that was never 

Worn. Filming began this month with a 3½ hour session inside the museum. Heavy rain and 

bad weather slowed down further filming until October 14, when the film crew arrived to 

take scenes around the park. They brought two young professional actors to play the part of 

Gwen and Jack, Alex Hardaker and Chantel Leseberg. Chantel has appeared in a number of 

TV shows including Home & Away. 

 We were fortunate that on that particular day our member, Joe Spinelli, was on duty at 

the museum. Before his retirement Joe spent some years as a cameraman with Channel 9. Joe 

has provided these images of the filming taking place. 

 The filming is not yet finished but it hoped to launch the documentary at Carss 

Cottage on a date to be decided. 
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Filming in the Kitchen 

 
 

        Film crew at the Coxhead Arch                  Preparing for a scene 
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Georges River Writers Day 
The Georges River Writers Day held at Carss Park on Saturday, October 27, 2018 was an 

outstanding success. It was the final event in the 2018 Discovery Festival of Community Arts 

which had taken place over the preceding six weeks. 

          On a sunny Saturday afternoon an audience of writers, readers and aspiring literati 

gathered in front of Carss Cottage for a literary program presented entirely by local writers. 

There were four booklaunches with readings from Oatley Writers, Discovery Writers, Three 

Bridges Community and Las Donas and also readings from the Kogarah Writers Group. 

          The sad story of Gwen Coxhead’s unworn wedding dress featured in a specially written 

song presented by the Fiestaville Choir. 

          The presence of a large body of writers was the ideal opportunity to launch our 2019 

Local History Essay Prize and this was done by Councillor Kathryn Landsberry. 

          The atmosphere was friendly, the refreshments delicious and the museum saw a steady 

stream of visitors to view both the wedding dress and our new armistice exhibition. 

          Thank you to everyone who supported this event. 

 

 
The Fiestaville Choir sing ‘The Wedding Dress Unworn’, an original song based on the letters of Jack Buckham 

to his fiancée, Gwen Coxhead, sending a message of peace, hope and love. 
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                    An attentive audience relaxes in the sunshine                        Betty Goodger – Always ready to help  

 

 
 

                      
 

                                         

 

                      

 

                        Visitors to the Museum 

 

                                                                                                     Duo Jiminez 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Councillor 

Kathryn 

Landsberry 

launches our 

Essay Prize 

  


