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Meetings and Speakers 

Thursday 14 February 2019 

Garry Darby, Author, Aborigines of the St 

George area. 

 

Thursday 14 March 2019 

Annual General Meeting 

Show and Tell

Meetings start in the School of Arts at 2 pm. We will be offering free entry in February as 

part of the Seniors Love Life Festival.  Please encourage friends to come.  A short business 

meeting follows the speaker and afternoon tea.  Apologies for non-attendance should go to 

the Secretary, Gill Whan (9546 4623).  
 

Find us on Facebook  

 

 

 

Kogarah Law Courts photo courtesy The Leader by Ms Lisa McMahon 

The first part of the essay entered in the History Awards 2018 by Alan Powditch is featured on page 3. 

 

http://www.kogarah.historicalsociety.com.au/
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Mondays at the Museum 

         

Dates for Monday at the Museum this year are 25 March, 27 May, 22 July, 23 September, 25 

November.  Speaker for March will be advised in the next newsletter when you will also 

receive a calendar of events for the year. 

Sunday Museum Roster 
Opening hours 1pm–5pm. (summer hours) 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Problems: If you need to exchange days on the regular roster, please try to do so amongst 

yourselves, otherwise contact Wendy Agzarian (9774 3667) Emergency roster – Anne 

Williams (0425 215 589), Cath &  Leo Sullivan (9579 6149) 

Committee 2018 (*denotes Executive)  

President:*     Beverley Earnshaw 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
    

   

Ph: 9546 1091 

Vice President:* Pat Young Ph. 9593 1898 

   Secretary :* 

OfficerOfficer 

 

 

 

 

  

Gill Whan Ph: 9546 4623 

Treasurer:* Cath Sullivan Ph: 9579 6149 

Public Officer* Robert McGarn Ph: 0425 706 579 

Committee Members: Wendy Agzarian, Barbara Davids, Glynn Pulling, Rodger Robertson, 
Adele Ryan, Mavis Ward. 

Committee Meeting Venues:    

11 Feb 2 pm   Beverley Earnshaw, 15 Hamer Street, Kogarah Bay (95461091) 

11 Mar 2 pm   Pat Young, 25  Culver Street, Monterey (9593 1898) 

8 April 2 pm   Gill Whan, 11 Dewrang St, Carss Park (9546 4623) 

January 2019 

6
th

     Carole Tier & Ken Grieve 

13
th

  
  
Fiona Johnstone & Gill Whan 

20
th

   Betty Goodger & Robert McGarn 

27
th

   Gill Whan & Heather Campbell 

February 2019 

3
rd

       Wendy Agzarian & Elaine Filewood  

10
th

     
 
Adele Ryan & Joe Spinelli 

17
th

   
  
 Betty Goodger & Pat Young 

24
th

     Miriam & Niver Rodriguez 

 

 

Australia Day 26 January.  Museum open from 12 midday to 6 pm.  12md-2pm 

Gill Whan/Betty Goodger; 2pm-4pm Beverley Earnshaw/Robert McGarn; 

4pm–6pm Gill Whan/HELPER NEEDED.  Please ring Gill on 9546 4623 if you 

can help. 

 

Delights in store for next year.  Gilda is a familiar face to MAM attendees and her scones are legendary! 
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Kogarah Law Courts, 1910 to 2017 

An historical review of Kogarah court houses, prepared by Alan Sinclair Powditch 

Kogarah Court of Petty Sessions’ began legal 

hearings at the School of Arts in Bown’s Road 

Kogarah on 1 October 1910. Hearings were 

transferred to Montgomery Street, Court 

House, pictured above, from Wednesday 28
th

 

August 1918. The first hearings were held in 

October 1918. 

The Kogarah Court of Petty Sessions changed 

its name from 31 December 1984 and re-

opened as Kogarah Local Court. The Court 

permanently closed on 30
th

 June 2015.  

Description of the Court House, built 1918. 

The Kogarah Local Court is a Federation styled brick public building in Montgomery Street. 

It is a significant part of the history of Kogarah. It’s a Kogarah heirloom. It is located 

within the Georges River Council area, Parish of St. George, County Cumberland, Sydney. It 

“contributes as a later overlay to the Kogarah Township Estate subdivision established in 

1884” (Office of Environment and Heritage) 

Construction 

Kogarah Courthouse was built, under the direction, of Mr. George McRae, NSW Government 

Architect and was one of few built during World War I. It is described in the NSW Heritage's 

register as "an attractive and modest Federation arts and crafts style public building" .It was 

the second of Kogarah’s law courts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
An earlier photo of Courtroom of Kogarah Courthouse C1970 

Image by: NSW Department 
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A tender for construction was posted in 1918 and work commenced almost immediately on 

the project, which cost £1487 and seven shillings ($2975) 

It is listed under the Heritage Act, data base no’s 1870589 and 3080076. The site is 1078 

square metres. There is a central court room, with dual side wings for administration offices. 

Modifications were undertaken, in 1951, 1963, 1972 and 1981. 

There is a wide central front entrance, with 6 steps from the busy street, with a disabled 

walkway on the left hand side. The building has a front covered verandah, with a hipped tiled 

roof. 

It is bounded by Wicks Lane (rear), St George College, TAFE NSW( left) and by multi 

storied St George Police Station( right). The majority of cases have been brought to the court 

by the police. 

Court Hearings: Guilty or Not Guilty? 

The Montgomery Street building has been the centre of district hearings for 97 years, 

overseen by magistrates, hearing criminal charges and civil disobedience activities by local 

citizens. Probably more than 100,000 cases have been heard. Those accused of murder, theft, 

physical violence, fraud, drug trafficking, illegal gambling, deceit, family quarrels, and public 

disobedience, have been aided by their family, friends, lawyers, legal clerks, and private 

investigators. Many legal offices remain in the area, more than 3 years after the closure of the 

Court in June 2015. 

From this building, countless citizens have been imprisoned, fined or had their reputation 

severely dented. Some have even been exonerated or applauded for their actions.  

Sometimes the decision has been unfair, governed by the money the defendant had available 

to hire professional defence lawyers.  

It is not part of this research to determine the fairness or effectiveness of the justice system, 

but many of those accused will not view this tribunal with affection. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kogarah Court House taken from Magistrates Bench, (Dept of Conservation and Heritage 2007) 
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Introduction NSW Local Courts 

Magistrates Courts began in the Colony of NSW, on 19 February 1788. Skilled stipendiary 

magistrates were created under the Metropolitan Magistrates Act 1881.  

Jurisdiction of Local Courts in NSW 

There are 150 courts to hear cases in civil, criminal and family law, and it is the largest court 

in Australia. Today, 98% of all criminal and civil cases are finalised in the Local Court. 

(Source Local Courts Chronology) Most criminal offences heard by a local court are commenced 

by NSW police. Those charged with a criminal offence will receive a Court Attendance 

Notice. 

 Civil cases involve loan agreements, unpaid bills, motor vehicle accidents, services not 

provided but paid for, and property not returned where the amount is less than $100,000.  

These courts handle bail applications, Apprehended Violence Orders, (AVO’S), family 

law cases, local court appeals and annulment applications.  

 There are alternative dispute resolutions available, including arbitration, conciliation and 

mediation.” 

Hearings for St George District residents from 1888 to 2015 

Kogarah Railway Station, was opened 15 October 1884.The Municipal District  of Kogarah 

was established on 23 December 1885.From that date,  transport links from Kogarah, led to 

the development of the middle part of St George District, sitting astride Rockdale to the north 

and Hurstville to the south. Residents of Kogarah Bay, Ramsgate, Sans Souci, Dolls Point, 

Sandringham, and Blakehurst use Kogarah station. 

1886 Sands Directory - Mr McCole was senior constable. An aboriginal camp was located in 

Kogarah Bay. There were 56 residents listed including 5 market gardeners, 2 hotels, The 

Bank of Australia, Kogarah School, and 2 hotels. (Sands Directory1886 p205)  

To be continued in the next edition….. 

A map of Kogarah Township, marking the location of Kogarah Court House, 200 metres east of the 

railway station; 16km south. of Sydney CBD. 
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Kogarah Historical Society Visit to Quarantine Station 

On Thursday 15th November 2018 fourteen of 

our Society led by Adele Ryan travelled to the 

Quarantine Station at North Head.  

It was a beautiful morning as we met up at 

Circular Quay Wharf 6 and took the 10.20 am 

Ferry to “Q” Station, via Taronga Zoo and 

Watsons Bay. 

The area is sprawled across 30acres of North 

Head. It is both State and Commonwealth 

Heritage registered.  Right on the edge of 

Sydney Harbour, it is set in an impressive National Park site. 

When we arrived, we strolled along the wharf to the Museum, which was the original 

Luggage Store Room. There we joined a Guided Tour led by Mel. 

She pointed out the rail tracks leading from the Store Room to the Wharf which was how they 

transported the many goods brought ashore from the ships to be sorted and stored. Prior to 

rail, horse and carts were used. 

Over the next hour Mel told us of the interesting history of the area. 

From the early 1830’s 1200 ships arrived carrying around 400 passengers each, travelling first 

class, second class and third class, and all needed to stay quarantined for 40 days before being 

allowed to set foot in Sydney Town. 

The luggage and the people had to be 

sterilised. We were taken to the autoclaving 

building where all the goods were taken 

comprising not only clothing but furniture 

and anything people brought with them to 

begin a new life in Australia. The steam 

created using this process ruined most 

everything, disintegrating glue that held 

furniture together, ruining fabrics etc. 

The passengers also required sterilising so 

they were sent to the "shower cubicles" which we visited, 

where water mixed with Phenyl, carbolic acid was poured on 

their naked bodies for three minutes. Not only did this sting 

but it caused them to turn bright red and the top layer of their 

skin to peel off a few days later. No lice or disease survived 

this regime. 

Many ships had sickness aboard and those folk were 

hospitalised here. Everything from Spanish Flu, Typhoid 

Fever, Typhus, Cholera and Measles. Around 240 people were 

buried here and some of the gravestones can be viewed in the 

Museum. 



 7 

We walked up an incline to reach the top 

of the area to visit the hospital wards and 

the separate Doctor and Nurses 

Accommodation. The original Hospital 

burnt down in 2002 but was able to be 

fully reconstructed and can be seen today 

as it would have been so long ago. The 

Doctors and Nurses carried out medical 

administrations under hard circumstances 

and some of those would seem old 

fashioned with today’s modern 

knowledge. In 1984 the Station was 

closed, by then nearly 16,000 had passed  

through, some sick immigrants as well as some sick residents of the Colony and countryside 

beyond. 

The views from these buildings are spectacular, right across the harbour to the city in the 

distance, always a beautiful breeze prevailing. There was a lot more to see but we took a 

break for lunch and by then the weather began to change so we headed back to the Quay, 

some with thoughts of another day there to see more, or even stay overnight, as you can do 

now. 

By Anne Williams, one of the 14! 

 

 
 

St George Sketchbook 

by 

Albert N Clarke 

 

The artist Albert N. Clarke did a series of delightful drawings of sites in the St George area, 

featuring Carss Cottage in January 1972.  These appeared in the St George Leagues Club area 

and Kogarah Historical Society had several of them, placed in our Library at 994.41/St G.  

Recently several more drawings were found in Gwen Coxhead’s papers, so we asked for the 

assistance of the Leagues Club.  With their generous help we now have a full set of Clarke’s 

drawings, done not merely in Kogarah, but the whole St George area. They ran from March 

1969 to May 1974 and must have been eagerly awaited as members enjoyed their monthly 

magazine.  (We will show these at the next General Meeting.) 

B. Goodger 
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Annual Membership Fee 

These are due at end of January.  Fees remain at 

$15 single and $20 couple. 

A subscription form is included with this 

newsletter 

Note the chamber pots under the bed – porcelain for first 

class passengers, tin for economy! 
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CARSS PARK 100 YEARS AGO 

(Taken from the reminiscences of Gwen Coxhead who in 1923, at the age of 8, moved into 

Carss Cottage, and prior to that lived in a cottage adjacent to Carss Bush) 

As a child I lived in Blakehurst and later at Carss Cottage. There was much more wildlife 

then. Foxes were still active, often wreaking havoc in local poultry pens. My grandfather, 

Peter Seiben, like others in the district grew fruit trees and these were subject to raids by 

flying foxes and birds. Some trees had to be netted. 

 In Carss Park I used to feed possums. There were bandicoots that holed our front 

lawn. The ringing laughter of the kookaburras was frequently heard; likewise the soft cooing 

calls of the doves. Pelicans inhabited Carss Bay along with kingfishers, shags and other water 

birds. Some long-legged species would strut through the mangrove flats searching out tasty 

mud-dwellers. 

 Among the bush birds were blue and brown wrens, red and yellow-breasted robins, tits 

of various kinds, whip birds with their long crackling calls, lots of perky willy wagtails, 

crows, sparrows, hawks and swallows. The nightly hooting of mopokes was sometimes 

augmented by the eerie call of a lone curlew. Less common were crested pigeons, magpies 

and apostle birds, white cockatoos and galahs. Lorikeets and parakeets were occasional 

visitors. 

 A rather slimy green creek flowed through the Chinese market gardens at Blakehurst, 

past the back of my grandfather’s property and ours, until it emptied itself into Carss Bay. 

Dragonflies flashed shimmering wings above its murky depths; wild bees buzzed in the fruit 

trees; butterflies were numerous and always beautiful. Grasshoppers and praying mantises 

abounded. In summer hundreds of cicadas made a shrill and deafening cacophony. Nearly as 

bad were the frogs which would join together in a rowdy chorus on warm nights. 

 I would run in fright when I came upon a large, unfriendly looking goanna, or worse, a 

snake. Snakes, lizards, spiders, scorpions and centipedes were everywhere; within Carss Bush 

were tall yellow mounds of ants’ nests. Soldier crabs, rock crabs and jellyfish took their 

revenge – and there were octopi to watch out for when bathing. 

 Fish were abundant all over the Georges River, and Carss Bay and Kogarah Bay were 

no exceptions. Net and line fishing were both practiced. Prawns were netted from the beaches. 

The great waterworn rocks about Carss Point were thickly encrusted with periwinkles, 

cockles, mussels, oysters and small star-shaped shells. I developed a taste for roasted 

shellfish. 

 How well I remember the wildflowers which really did bloom in sweet profusion. 

Carss Bush would be bright with the colours of wattle, waratahs, Christmas bush – even a few 

stray Christmas bells – flannel flowers, pink and white boronias, pink red and white heath, 

grevillea, “eggs and bacon”, “soldier buttons”, native roses, fuchsias and clematis; purple 

flowered hovea, so-called “snake flowers”, and tiny grass orchids. 

 To gather “five corners” (Styphelia, a native shrub with fruits having a five-cornered 

stone) and “ten corners” (Melichrus Urceolatus, apparently contains nectar) was a favourite 

pastime of the school children from Blakehurst Public School, set in grounds which were an 

enchanting wilderness for the young. Further afield at Carss Point, the pines would sometimes 

yield succulent “monkey nuts”. 

 In the creek I mentioned were water lilies and water hyacinth, but equally as numerous 

were introduced arum lilies and watercress under which might be lurking a water rat, eel or 
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furtive water snake. This creek was finally cleaned, drained and properly channeled as it is 

today and it is no longer a hazard to health and life. 

 Trees have always been a feature of Carss Bush. There were – and still are -- many 

types of gum trees, at least two varieties of flowering banksias, geebung trees, pittosporum, 

tea-trees, the old Moreton Bay fig trees, a type of “black boy” palm (always a sure hiding 

place for centipedes), several species of fern, “old man’s beard” and many more. Now very 

much regretted is the loss of irreplaceable trees, many of them centuries old giants. Later 

generations realized the folly of such ruthless destruction. 

 Aboriginal heritage was 

destroyed at the same time. 

Caves and middens were not 

then considered significant. 

During the works preparing the 

land for sale in 1924, an 

Aboriginal midden was found in 

Allawah Avenue. Another was 

uncovered in a cave within the 

park. Old middens were also 

located near the Carss vault and 

others on the eastern sheltered 

side of the Cottage. Workmen 

constructing the tidal pool in 1935 found a stone axe near the foreshore. A very large rock 

cavern below Gnarbo Avenue must have sheltered countless Aborigines over many years. 

Signs of their occupation, such as the smoke blackened interior, paintings and heaps of 

bleached shells pointed to considerable use. Unfortunately, the cave was part of an allotment 

and was sealed and used as a septic tank by the owners. 

 When my family first moved into Carss Cottage (my father was the first Park Ranger 

appointed) there were reminders of the old Carss garden which must have once been 

someone’s pride and joy. Every year until the land was converted to lawn there would be 

English flowers blooming. These were not only in the garden area but in many other places 

where they had spread -- hollyhocks, jasmine and honeysuckle (another traveler), scentless 

roses – mainly large white ones – flowering cedar trees and a few others whose names elude 

me. Lantana bushes grew thickly on the poolside of the estate; convolvulus and a blue-

flowered creeper had reached pest proportions. A flame tree stood in the old garden and 

slightly to the south of where the old outhouse stood (whereon ivy had a firm hold) was a 

truly magnificent specimen of the large creamy-white scented magnolia. Incidentally, the 

palm trees were planted about the time we moved into the cottage in 1924 and an old sundial 

stood in the centre of the front lawn. 

 My father was city bred, unlike my mother whose entire life was spent in the 

Carlton/Blakehurst part of the Kogarah Municipality. Her knowledge of bush lore was gained 

first hand. Carss Cottage in the 1920s was a fair drive away from shops and public transport 

was neither convenient nor frequent. The cottage was also sufficiently out of the way to make 

it unattractive as a calling place for travelling vendors. 

 My mother was a keen gardener. She had peach, lemon and loquat trees growing as 

well as vegetables, strawberries and passionfruit. She maintained numerous sweet smelling 

The small figure on left is Gwen. Photo shows the size of some of the vegetation 

within the bushland. Illegal tree felling was a major problem for both the Carss 

family and the first ranger of the park, Harald Coxhead. 
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flower beds around the cottage and would rotate the plantings so that there was always a good 

show of flowers. 

 When we first moved into the cottage, water and electricity had not been connected so 

for a while we lived as the previous occupants must have done. There were three large water 

tanks and a bottle-necked well fitted with a pump. All held good water. There was no 

bathroom so a tin bath had to be installed in the annex that was still standing facing the 

cottage on the western side. The water was boiled outside and carried in in buckets. Cooking 

was all carried out on the old fuel stove and heating was by log fires in the three stone 

fireplaces in the cottage. A portable copper was set up for washdays and the washing was 

hung on a rope held high by a wooden prop. 

 We salute Gwen Coxhead for leaving us a first-hand account of life in Carss Park 100 

years ago, and as Gwen herself concluded – 

Ah, indeed – those were the days! 

 

St George Community Awards 2018 

 

The Society was delighted when Mavis Ward was selected to receive a Senior Volunteer 

Achievement Award, presented to her by Premier Gladys Berejiklian and Mark Coure MP 

at an Awards night on 29 October.  President Beverley Earnshaw, other members, and 

Linda, Mavis’s daughter, were all there for the presentation.  Over her many years with the 

Society Mavis has filled many roles including President. She has been a tireless and 

dedicated worker and it was a well-deserved award.  Congratulations Mavis. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gill Whan, Mavis Ward, Beverley Earnshaw and Pat Young. Premier presenting award to Mavis 

Christmas Lunch 

Our Christmas lunch at Mortdale RSL appears to have been enjoyed by all who attended.  

There should be photos but we were enjoying the time together and fully occupied with 

eating and quizzes and we quite forgot! 

The “Little Nasty Questionnaire” gave rise to much discussion and hilarity and I had to 

send out an answer to one question even after the event. 

We were pleased Mavis was there and hope she approved of the proceedings and a 

special thank you goes to her son and daughter who produced a calendar with dates of 

meetings for the year.  No excuses to miss a meeting in 2019. 

G. Whan 
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Trivia Quiz 
By Rodger Robertson 

All answers start with “D”- several questions have many answers but get as many as you can! 

There may be none? 

 

1. In Greek what is “D”, In Morse code? in Aviation terminology the word for D? 
2. US Presidents – surname starting with D? 
3. Name the States of USA that start with D? 
4. European Countries starting with D 
5. Monarchs of England and Great Britain that start with D? 
6. PMs of Australia that start with D? 
7. Sydney metro stations staring with D? 
8. Australian Test cricket captains starting with D? 
9. Kogarah Municipal Council (before amalgamation) streets starting with D- get 3? 
10. Which Sydney suburb starts with D and has two “M” s?  

 

 
 

What’s On 

26 January 2019 – Australia Day in Carss Park, 10 am-9pm.  It is always a colourful, 

busy, entertaining day finishing with fireworks.  The Museum plays its part and opens with 

free entry from 12md – 6pm.  If you can help, even for an hour, please let Gill know, extra 

helpers mean others can go and wander around for a while. (Ph: 9546 4623) 

Open now until July – Street Photography at the Museum of Sydney - highly 

recommended by Margery Bennett, one of our members.  The exhibition draws together 

photos, some previously unseen, contributed from family albums and commercial street 

photographers. A snapshot of life in the mid-20
th

 century.  Sure to evoke memories.  

Admission $15, Concession $8. (Museum is at cnr Phillip and Bridge Sts) 

8 February 2019 – Hurstville Museum.  Opening of a new exhibition Beyond the Bowl. 

Creations in clay and glass.  6pm. RSVP to www.georgesriver.nsw.gov.au/HMG  

16 February 2019 – Anh Do – The Happiest Refugee Live!! The first show sold out 

quickly and there is a second show at Marana Auditorium, commencing at 8.00 pm. Tickets 

are $64.90, Concession $59.90, available through Trybooking.com. 

27 February 2019 – RAHS/HHA, History House, Macquarie St. Lecture by Paul Brunton 

(we know what a good speaker he is) on Finding Islands of my own: Phillip Parker King, 

the first internationally renowned Australian. 5.30 pm for 6pm. Cost $25 member, $35 

other. Bookings HHA on Ph 9252 5554. 

http://www.georgesriver.nsw.gov.au/HMG
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Hallelujah! 

Carols at the Cottage 

 
On December 2, 2018 the St. George 

Concert Band, conducted by Ed Starr, gave 

its final performance for the year outside 

Carss Cottage. It presented a selection of 

Christmas music, finishing with a grand 

finale, The Hallelujah Chorus, for which we 

all stood up. 

 To show our appreciation for the 

band’s regular attendance the society served 

them coffee and Christmas cake. 

 The Hallelujah Chorus is part of the 

grand oratorio, The Messiah, by George Frederick Handel, which has proved to be one of the 

most popular pieces of music ever written. But while this work is usually heard at Christmas 

time, it was originally written to be performed at Easter. Its first performance took place in 

Dublin’s Music Hall on April 13, 1742 in aid of the hospital and the debtors’ prison in that 

city. So great was the demand for tickets that ladies were asked to wear dresses without hoops 

and gentlemen were requested to ‘leave their swords at home’, resulting in 700 people being 

crammed into the audience. 

 The following year, on March 23, 1743, The Messiah was performed in London in 

front of King George II. So inspired was the King with this work that at the opening strains of 

The Hallelujah Chorus, the King rose to his feet. Because the King was standing, the whole 

audience had to stand with him and from that time it has been traditional for the audience to 

stand during the singing of The Hallelujah Chorus. 

 The Messiah is performed annually in Sydney 

Town Hall and is a splendid event involving massed 

choirs, an orchestra, wonderful singers and the 

magnificent organ. The Grand Organ was installed in 

1890 and at the time was the largest organ in the world 

and was described as the ‘finest organ ever built by an 

English organ builder’, Builders were William Hill 

and Son. This year several KHS members were 

enthralled by the performance. 

 

 Kogarah Historical Society - first trip for 2019 

By popular demand we have booked with the Sydney Heritage Fleet to do a tour of Icons of 

Sydney Harbour. 

The date is Thursday 21
st
 March and we will meet at the Two Anchors outside the 

Maritime Museum, at 9.30 am.  Morning tea at Yot’s café before we board the Harman. 

Cost is $35.  Bookings through Cath Sullivan or Gill Whan either at the meetings or ring 

Cath on 9579 6149 or Gill on 9546 4623.  Numbers limited to 24 people.  We will book for 

lunch at Yot’s café ($15 per head), following the tour.  

 


