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The Wedding Dress that was never Worn
Now a film, to be shown 26 April

Meetings and Speakers
Thursday 14 March 2019
Annual General Meeting
Show and Tell – bring your interesting items
and talk for up to 3 minutes about them

Thursday 11 April 2019
Lieutenant Colonel Peter Sweeney
Battle of the Coral Sea
(details back page)

Meetings start in the School of Arts, Bowns Rd/Queens Ave at 2 pm. Enjoy the speaker, chat
over afternoon tea and then a short business meeting to keep you informed. Apologies for
non-attendance should go to the Secretary, Gill Whan (9546 4623).
Find us on Facebook

Mondays at the Museum
25 March 2019

The State Emergency Service
Our first meeting this year is on Monday 25 March and we are looking forward to a
presentation and display of equipment by the Kogarah State Emergency Service.
We will start as usual at 10 am with morning tea followed by the SES. Admission is $5.00
which covers your home-cooked morning tea and gives you a chance to win our lucky door
prize. For bookings please contact Adele on 9529 6730. Leave a message on her answering
machine if she is not there.

Sunday Museum Roster
Opening hours 1pm–5pm. (summer hours)

rd

3
10th
17th
24th
31st

March 2019
Anne Williams & Robert McGarn
Heather Campbell & Gill Whan
Betty Goodger & Pat Young
Mavis Ward & Fiona Johnstone
Cath and Leo Sullivan

th

7
14th
21st
28th

April 2019
Wendy Agzarian & Elaine Filewood
Adele Ryan & Joe Spinelli
Closed for Easter Sunday
Miriam & Niver Rodriguez

Problems: If you need to exchange days on the regular roster, please try to do so amongst
yourselves, otherwise contact Wendy Agzarian (9774 3667) Emergency roster – Anne
Williams (0425 215 589), Cath & Leo Sullivan (9579 6149), Barbara Davids (9389 6742)
St George Concert Band will play outside the Museum on 24 March and 28
April from 2pm – 4pm (weather permitting).
Please come along and support them if you can. It is a pleasant way to
spend Sunday afternoon and they do these concerts free of charge.

Committee 2018 (*denotes Executive)
Beverley Earnshaw

President:*
Vice President:*

Pat Young

Ph: 9546 1091
Ph. 9593 1898

Secretary :*
OfficerOfficer
Treasurer:*

Gill Whan
Cath Sullivan

Ph: 9546 4623
Ph: 9579 6149

Public Officer*

Robert McGarn

Ph: 0425 706 579

Committee Members: Wendy Agzarian, Barbara Davids, Glynn Pulling, Rodger Robertson,
Adele Ryan, Mavis Ward.
Committee Meeting Venues:
11 Mar 2 pm Pat Young, 25 Culver Street, Monterey (9593 1898)
8 April 2 pm Adele Ryan, 5 Endeavour Street, Sans Souci (9529 6730
6 May
2 pm Beverley Earnshaw, 15 Hamer St., Kogarah Bay (95461091
Subscriptions are now overdue. If you have already paid, thank you for renewing – we
value your support. Still to pay…….only $15 and $20 for a couple. You received a
form with the last newsletter, or pay at the meeting. To stand for office or to vote at the
AGM, a member must be financial.
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The official opening of

Kogarah Law Courts, 1910 to 2017
An historical review of Kogarah court houses, prepared by Alan Sinclair Powditch
Part 2 – continued from last newsletter

In May 1888, the nearest court was Newtown Police Court. A matter involving Kogarah
Council versus the Rev William.H.Saunders (1852-1896), St Pauls Church Kogarah was
considered for an infringement of a municipal by law at Newtown Court. Source Evening News
28 June 1889. P7 NSW deaths, Trove Daily Telegraph10 Aug 1896 p5

In 1888 there were 2 policemen at Kogarah, one at Hurstville and 1 at Rockdale.. ...Prisoners
must be taken to Newtown or St Peters .Alderman Carroll ... that they would soon (require) a
court house. “Source SMH 21 June 1888. The number of Police Court cases from Kogarah
exceeded those of Rockdale. Source SMH 24 July1888
1902 Justices Act Magistrates and Courts of Petty Session continued to be appointed under
the Justices Act 1902 (NSW).Source Local Courts
The formal need for a court in St George District Court proposed 1909
All of the local Councils, Bexley Hurstville Kogarah and Rockdale had discussions on the
need for a local Court at Kogarah for the district. All were in agreement, “though Rockdale
might object” Source St George Call 25 Sept 1909.The only question was where the Court would be
located.
Kogarah Court of Petty Sessions 1910
The initial Kogarah hearings were held at
the Kogarah School of Arts building
from 1 October 1910, for 8 years. Courts
of Petty Sessions were conducted under
s55 The Justices Act of 1902 of NSW.
Source NSW Gov’t Gazette 28 Sept 1910. On
30th June 1910, the 25th anniversary of
the building, it housed a library, a reading
room, a billiards area, and Technical
education lessons were conducted. .
The Kogarah School of Arts is historically significant as it is representative of the substantial
civic development that evolved with the establishment of the Illawarra railway and the
Kogarah Town Centre. The scale and position of the building establish it, as a recognisable
landmark of the Kogarah Town Centre. Source Dept Heritage NSW
1910 Court of Petty Sessions;. After 15 years of pressure, the residents were rewarded by the
opening on 7th October 1910, of the first Court of Petty Sessions at Kogarah School of Arts,
‘in its temporary home in Bowns Road; addresses by Mr W. Taylor, M L A and Alderman
C.H. Halstead, Mayor of Kogarah ‘glad the government had secured such an excellent
position for the permanent site (Montgomery St)’St George Call 2 Mar 1918 p3
1910 The following cases were among the very first hearings before Mr Clarke, Stipendiary
Magistrate, on 26 October 1910
1. Drunk; 3 gentlemen each fined 3/-.
2. No lights driving a vehicle on Rocky Point Rd at 7pm.
3. Cruelty to a dog. The dog had broken into the poultry yard, and was killing the animals.
Owner shot and injured the dog. The owner of the premises was charged.
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4. Constructive Cruelty - wife from Arncliffe absconded herself overnight and on return
refused to cook, clean, or cook meals. Source St George Call 29 Oct 1910 p8.
The Propellor Newspaper reported on 18 Feb 1916, ‘the business has increased at such an
alarming rate that the facilities at Kogarah School of Arts are totally inadequate’. A block of
ground was secured some years ago (Montgomery St). In the year just closed, 1916, 1,116
cases were dealt with by Kogarah Police Court managed by the chamber magistrate Mr G
Dunckeur.
Mr W. Wright‘s tender for £2912 13/6 was accepted. Construction and Local Government Journal;
Mon 4th March 1918 p 9.And the work is to commence at once. SMH Wed 20 March1918..
August 1918. Kogarah Local Court transferred to Montgomery St.
The St George Court House is nearly complete. The principle designing architect Mr G.M.
Blair, the government architect Mr Geo. McRae, St George Call Sat 10 Aug 1918.
The new court house was opened on Wednesday 28 August 1918, by Mr Clarke SM, GM
Blair and Mr Gannon on behalf of the legal profession. Source The Propellor 30August 1918 p2.
1928 criticism of the front lawns of the court house, weeds 3 feet high’; hundreds of people
attend each week’ The Propeller 4 May 1928 p4
1951 Sergeant Thomas Leslie Howell told Mr A J Bryant S.M. at Kogarah Court that he and
other police were attacked by 40 men at a hotel brawl at The Royal Hotel Carlton, while
trying to arrest 5 men. His revolver, handcuffs and baton were taken during the arrest. The 5
men were remanded on 100 pounds each. Hearing before Mr A. Summers S.M. Kogarah
Court SMH 9 Aug 1951 p5
1984 Kogarah Court of Petty Sessions
became Kogarah Local Court, on 31
December 1984, The Local Government
Act 1982 Source NSW Government Gazette 21
December 1984 p6296.

2003 The retirement age of magistrates
extended to 72 years old, the same as
judges of superior courts Source NSW Local
Court Chronology

Railway Parade Kogarah from Pictorial History of St George,
Joan Lawrence C1957 photo Vic Solomon

2004 The form of address for magistrates
in court changed from 'Your Worship' to
'Your Honour’ in line with judges of
superior courts. Source NSW Local Court
R
Chronology
a

i to 2014
Major Court Hearings at Kogarah Courthouse 2007
l

2007 Street artist faces court after shooting and siege
w Dylan Welch July 24 2007
A street artist charged with attempted murder
for allegedly shooting three men who tried to
break into his house. They were worried he
was selling drugs to one of their girlfriends.
Mark David Rasmussen, 27, appeared in
Kogarah Local Court yesterday on charges
relating to the shooting and an ensuing threehour siege at his Kogarah house in the early
hours of yesterday morning.
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2015 Haydar Haydar 58, faced court on Tuesday morning after the murder of the mother of
his four children, Salwa Haydar, 45, died from a number of stab wounds in their Bexley
home. Mr Haydar handed himself in to Kogarah police station on Monday night where he
was later charged with murder. He was found guilty. Source SMH Mar 31 2017
Kogarah Courthouse Closes and hears last criminal case June 2015 after 97 years. Leader;
Murray Trembath June30 2015

2015 Kogarah Council merged with Hurstville Council to become George’s River Council
The words "all rise, this court stands adjourned" ended a chapter in Kogarah's history
spanning more than a century.
On Thursday, magistrate Christine Haskett conducted the last criminal case in Kogarah
courthouse
There was no pomp or ceremony associated with the closure of Kogarah
Local Court, just a quiet recognition among staff it was a day of
significance, Local Court sittings have been transferred to Sutherland
courthouse. Mr Paul Gortley retires on Friday after 43 years in the court
system. Mr Gortley, a long-time Brighton-le-Sands resident, joined the
Department of Justice in 1972 and has worked in almost every local court
in Sydney. He has been at Kogarah since 2001.
A Department of Justice spokesman said “Kogarah Courthouse will take
on a new role after confirmation local court sittings will end in the middle of next year.” (i. e.
June2015)
The NSW Civil and Administrative Tribunal, operating from December1, 2015
Kogarah Courthouse will take on a new role after confirmation local court sittings will end in
the middle of next year. (2015)
"Regular sittings of the state's new super tribunal, the NSW Civil and Administrative
Tribunal, will be held at the courthouse from December 1". This body was established to
consolidate the work of 22 former NSW tribunals. It deals with consumer complaints, tenancy
disputes and guardianship applications, registrations of motor vehicle registrations, driving
licences or more.
It was established to consolidate the work of 22 former NSW tribunals and deals with a range
of matters, including consumer complaints, tenancy disputes and guardianship applications
for people who are unable to make decisions because of a disability.
"The new tribunal provides communities with access to quick and affordable justice," a
spokesman said. "Local court workloads have been falling steadily across the state since
2008-09." Source reported in The Leader Newspaper, August 30 2014, Murray Trembath.
“Kogarah Court House operates Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday from 9am until
3.00pm. “Source NSW Justices
For the past 6 months the Court House has been used 2 days a week, for Civil and
Administrative Tribunal. As of October 2017, it only sits on Mondays. Source NCAT
Kogarah Court House November 2017
In November 2017, a notice pinned to the wall, indicated that from 2 October 2017, it would
be open one day a week on Monday’s only, from 9.30am to 1pm and 2pm to 4pm.Just 5 ½
hours a week. The site is underutilized. What will become of this historic building?
Bibliography
Trove National Library of Australia, Evening News, Georges River Council, Mr Paul Gortley Dept of Justice,Mr
Warwick Hayward former State Returning Officer, Kogarah Council web site,Kogarah Historical Society, Local
Court web site The Leader News, the Leader Newspaper, Pinterest, Ryerson Index, State Archives St George
County Council.
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KOGARAH HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC
FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR YEAR 2018-2019
EXPENDITURE:
Energy Australia
Telstra
Insurance and Affiliations
Museum Cleaning & Post Box
Museum Expenses & book purchases & Trove contribution
Prizes, Donations, Catering and Coach Trips
Petty Cash
Newsletters and Postage
Administration, Equipment and Publications
Total
INCOME:

$
468.32
714.89
683.00
1,237.40
644.35
3,162.50
690.00
1,670.70
5,873.33
15,144.49
$

Annual Subscriptions
Museum Admission - Sundays
Groups, Mondays at the Museum
Christmas Lunch, Outings
Publications, book sales
Thursday raffles
Interest from IBD
Grants and donations

1,280.00
805.75
1,199.70
1,172.30
270.00
963.00
1,530.00
15.00

Total

7,236.25

Signed

David Shaw
CPA 1443198
NB: Originals held by Secretary
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KOGARAH HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC
RECONCILIATION STATEMENT 2018-2019
Balance at Bank as at 1 February 2018
Add Income to 31 January 2019

13,340.32
7,236.25

Total

20,576.57

Less Expenditure from 31 Jan 2018 – 31 Jan 2019

15,144.49

Total

5,432.08

Bank Balance as per statement 31 January 2019

5,432.08

Fixed Deposits at St George Bank

60,000.00

I have audited the records of Kogarah Historical Society Inc. and in my opinion
the records are well kept and the financial statements drawn up for the period
01–02-2018 to 31–01-2019 reflect fairly the position of the organisation.
Signed

David Shaw
CPA 1443198
NB: Originals held by Secretary
Excerpt from an early KHS newsletter – Ken Cavanough was a Life Patron, Trudy Johns
was the President and Bernice Curtis the Secretary. Beryl Butters was the editor.
Extracts from the Sydney Morning Herald were given:
2 May 1944 – “A woman ‘spreads’ anything from three to thirteen inches every time she
sits down” Mr Fred Burley, spokesman for the Australian Corset Manufacturers
Association said. The crisis in the corset industry would be relieved somewhat by the
release late last month of 20 tons of rubber for the making of corset elastic!
29 November 1941 – whether it was essential for barmaids to wear silk stockings on duty
was argued before Judge O’Mara in the Arbitration Court yesterday, on an application by
the Federated Liquor and Allied Trades Union for an increase of 10 shillings a week to
meet the exigencies of war-time conditions.
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From a Royal Palace
to a suburb bound by Botany, Kogarah Bay and the Georges River

Sans Souci
By Adele Ryan
Spanning two continents, how Sans Souci, the suburb acquired its name. A personal account.
A summer palace was built in Sanssouci* Park, Potsdam (Berlin) in 1745 by Frederick the
Great of Prussia. Previously he had put in a vineyard on “Wüster Berg” Hill in 1744. On
April 14th 1745, the foundation stone was laid for this “chateau du plaisance in the vineyard”.
It was to serve Frederick as his residence in the summer months until his death in
1786. It was here he reigned over his country as an enlightened sovereign. It was here where
he lived, isolated from the world, yet still a part of it, where he pursued his many talents,
philosophy, music, and the reading of Ovid. It was here where he grew old, very lonely at the
end.
The Sanssouci Palace was built by Georg Wenzeslaus von Knobelsdorff according to
the King’s ideas.
It is described as:
a small structure, fully
centred around the private
needs of the King.
It
consists of one storey with
access to the gardens
through high French doors.
The façade to the gardens
reveals itself in exuberant
rococo studded with opulent
figures. The interiors are
Sansouci Palace and the terraces
highlights of the art of decorating in the 18th century and under the influence of Frederick the
Great led to the term ‘Fredrician Rococo’
Frederick the Great Playing
the Flute at Sanssouci’ is an
1852 oil on canvas history
painting by Adolph von
Menzel showing Frederick
the Great playing the flute at
an evening concert in his
palace of Sanssouci.
It is now in the Alte
Nationalgalerie in Berlin.

On a visit to Germany in October 2018, I visited the famous Sanssouci Palace in
Sanssouci Park, Potsdam. As a long-time resident of Sans Souci, I have always been
interested in the historical account of how this beautiful peninsula on the shores of Botany
Bay, Georges River and Kogarah Bay acquired its name.
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In 1853 Thomas Holt and his German born wife Sophie Holt (nee Eulert) leased the
Rocky Point Estate from Catherine Chapman and, it was agreed that if Sophie was happy to
live there, Thomas would buy it. Although Sophie was not happy at her residence in Rocky
Point, she renamed the house from Rocky Pt House to “Sans Souci” which means “without
care” in French. Sophie was born and raised in Potsdam and Berlin, and no doubt she would
have been very familiar with the Palace in Sanssouci Park. It was not unusual to give palaces
a name, and at the time, royal families in Europe communicated in French – hence the French
name.
Sanssouci Park is in the very elegant city of
Potsdam, 40 km from Berlin. My hotel in Potsdam
was practically at the park’s gates. The park is vast –
600 acres. The most famous view is the garden side of
the palace with its terraces and 132 steps leading up to
it.
I had a tour of the palace with its imposing
rooms, reception halls eg the Marble Hall where
Frederick the Great held his famous banquets and
soirees. In the extensive gardens which surround the
palace, there are decorative gardens, avenues, the
Neptune Grotto, the Obelisk, the impressive Chinese
House and the Orangerie Palace, to name a few. The
New Palace is 2 km away down a grand avenue.
I was completely entranced by both the
Front dome of Sanssouci Palace
grandeur and yet the tranquillity of the surroundings. I can understand why this was called
‘without care’ and why Frederick, surrounded by such beauty, would entertain the
intelligentsia of Europe.
Frederick the Great’s final resting place is beneath the simple sandstone slab next to
the graves of his beloved dogs.
"Quand je serai là, je serai
sans souci"
(Once I am there, I shall be carefree),
Frederick the Great 1744.

Frederick the Great, King of Prussia from 1740 –
1786
Author’s note: *Sanssouci is the official name of the Park and Palace in Potsdam, however
the inscription on the front of the palace building beneath the dome, is spelt ‘Sans Souci’.
I also visited the Alte Nationalgalerie in Berlin to view the painting: ‘Frederick the Great
Playing the Flute at Sanssouci’.
Sophie Holt’s legacy lives on: by the 1870s, the peninsula became officially known as Sans
Souci, and by 1877 the streets: Alfred, Frederick, Walter, Alice, Florence and Emmaline were
named after her 6 surviving children.
References: Official guide to Sanssouci Park: Prussian Palaces and Gardens Foundation, Berlin.
W Rathbone: The Sans Souci Peninsula, 2002 : B Earnshaw: The Land Between Two Rivers, 2001
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The Telephone
Get into a railway carriage today, and who isn’t having a conversation on his or her mobile
phone? (or is he/ she playing a game?) I know several people who no longer have a land
phone, but rely only on their mobile.
Being quite firmly rooted in the 20th century and having had a mother who, to the shock and
horror of her future mother-in-law, actually worked for her living, I do not want to give up my
land phone, though I do possess a mobile.
Ladies did not, at the turn of the century, leave the home and domination of their parents.
My mother, when she turned 21, applied to the
Commonwealth Government to become a telephonist and
worked in a telephone exchange at Darlinghurst until she
married my father, scandalising poor grandma by wearing a
wedding gown that displayed her ankles to all!
Sydney’s first telephone exchange had opened in 1881,
inside the Royal Exchange building. By the early 1890s,
there were 2500 telephones in NSW. The exchanges were
manned by young women in their long skirts and corseted
waists, plugging each call into its correct destination. I have
a photo of my mother with an 18 inch waist!
Among Dr Joan Hatton’s papers, I found a handwritten list
of the first telephone directory that mentions Kogarah. It is dated October 1896. Remember
that Kogarah did not become a municipality until December 1885. Before a suburban
exchange could be established it had to have at least 15 subscribers. Kogarah reached 28, so
the directory consists of 28 entries, with numbers 1-28.
The Council Chambers had No. 24. St. George Hospital No. 18, the local doctor, Dr James
Lamrock, 14 and Dr L F. Bucknell was No. 15. The hotels, Lick House (at Lady Robinson’s
Beach) and Moorefield Hotel and several businesses were included. Private individuals
included important people, such as the Hon. Joseph H. Carruthers and James Gannon.
How important was the telephone directory in locating people! No such list exists for mobile
phone owners today.
The 1895 Directory is safely housed in our Vertical File.
B Goodger

Annual General Meeting
What can you do to support your Society? Please
consider nominating for the Committee or offering
assistance in some other way – find speakers, go on
the Museum roster, organise trips, we need new
ideas, new workers. A form is included with this
newsletter
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What’s On
Hurstville Museum – captures a lost past of homes in
the Georges River region over 100 years ago. The
homes depict the architectural variety and diversity of
people’s lives during the late Victorian era to the 1920s.
Open until 24 March.
RAHS, History House, Macquarie Street - day Lecture, Wednesday 3 April 1pm – 2pm.
Where History Happened: Warragamba Dam – Entry Free
Australian Heritage Festival , 18 April to 19 May. Theme: Connecting People, Places
and the Past. Check National Trust / Festival website for many events including
exhibitions, ‘walk and talk’ guides of nature reserves, historical houses, civic buildings and
more. Celebrate architecture, culture, food, art and collections.
Starlight Cinema – screening at weekends in March – different parks, here are two of
them. Take a picnic and rug, food/icecream etc available on site.
16 March 6 pm at Carss Bush Park Baz Luhrmann’s Romeo and Juliet
23 March 7 pm at Woodville Park, Hurstville, Ant-Man and the Wasp
Open now until July – Street Photography at the Museum of Sydney - The exhibition
draws together photos, some previously unseen, contributed from family albums and
commercial street photographers. A snapshot of life in the mid-20th century. Sure to evoke
memories. Admission $15, Concession $8. (Museum is at cnr Phillip and Bridge Sts)
State Library, Tuesday 26 March, 11am – 12 noon – Anna Karenina, Tolstoy and Russia
Rosamund Bartlett an authority on Russian literature, art and music, explores Tolstoy’s
masterpiece – profound questions of life, death, love and marriage. $20/$25 non members
Bookings 9273 1770 or bookings@sl.nsw.gov.au
State Library Wednesday 17 April, 6pm – 7.30 pm. $15/$20 non
members. Bookings as above
Quick March! The children of WW1 – an evening with Elise
Edmonds, curator of the Exhibition Quick March! which focuses on
the generation who were born between 1900 and 1914. This generation
saw two world wars in their lifetime. As children they farewelled
fathers, uncles and older brothers heading to the Middle East and
Europe. As adults, they confronted WW11 with many enlisting as
servicemen and women.
Date for the diary
We understand that the film made about Gwen Coxhead’s wedding dress – The wedding
dress that was never worn will be launched at the Civic Theatre in Hurstville on 26 April.
Details still to be confirmed – we will ask at the meeting how many people would be
interested in attending.

Interesting anagrams
Presbyterian – when you rearrange the letters: Best in prayer
Desperation – rearrange the letters: A rope ends it!
Slot Machines – Cash lost in me
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Trivia quiz
By Rodger Robertson
World History
1. How old is the Earth in billions of years?
2. The oldest continual alliance between two European nations is between which
two countries?
3. Who was the first Governor General of the Commonwealth of Australia?
4. When did Canada become a country?
5. When was Tom Uglys Bridge opened- number 1 and number 2?
6. Where did the Kaiser Wilhelm go after he abdicated in 1919? And when did he
die?
7. Who was the King of England before Harold in 1066?
8. In what year did Charles Kingsford-Smith fly from the USA to Australia?
9. Name the three members of Apollo 11?
10. What was the Y2K bug?


Retired Lieutenant Colonel Peter Sweeney RFD is our April
speaker on The Battle of the Coral Sea. Peter is a military
historian and a battlefield guide, co-owner of Battle
Honours Australia Pty Ltd which explores Australia’s
military history through Talks, Trips and Tours.
The Japanese aim was to sever Australia’s contact with the
US. They aimed to achieve this by occupying the islands north of Australia including Papua
New Guinea. The Japanese fleet of troop transports, escorted by cruisers and destroyers and
aircraft carriers was met by a combined United States and Australian Navy fleet in the Coral
Sea. We look forward to hearing Peter’s presentation.

Kogarah Historical Society - first trip for 2019
Sydney Heritage Fleet - a tour of Icons of Sydney Harbour.

2 Places left
Join us on Thursday 21st March. We will meet at the Two Anchors outside the Maritime
Museum, at 9.30 am. Morning tea at Yot’s café before we board the Harman. Cost is $35.
Bookings through Cath Sullivan at the March meeting or ring Cath on 9579 6149. Numbers
limited to 24 people. Lunch at Yot’s café ($15 per head), following the tour.
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