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           Masons from Heritage Stoneworks demonstrating their skills at Mondays at the Museum. See Story page  3 . 

 
 

Meetings and Speakers 
              Thursday  November 12th, 2020            Thursday December 10th, 2020 
                Ian Macfarlane, Ex-Governor of the             Christmas Party and Book Launching 
               Reserve Bank, Author – 10 Remarkable             at Mortdale RSL 
              Australians 

 
              Our meetings start at 2 pm in the School of Arts, Bowns Road/Queens Avenue Kogarah 

              with the speaker. This is followed by afternoon tea and a chance to mingle with other 

              members. A short business meeting follows. Apologies for non-attendance at meetings 

              should go to Gill Whan (0439 667 843). Visitors are always welcome. 
          Find us on Facebook

http://www.kogarah.historicalsociety.com.au/


 

     Postponement of our Grand Celebration 
 

We are sorry to inform our members that our Vice Regal Event to commemorate the 50th 

Anniversary of Kogarah Historical Society has had to be postponed. This was due to the 
fact that we could not get permission to have more than 20 people at the function. This is 
doubly disappointing as the Governor of NSW had accepted our invitation and we looked 
forward to it being a grand Vice Regal function. A celebration will be held early next year 
as the year 2021 will mark the 50th Anniversary of the opening of Carss Cottage Museum. 
 The launch of the book giving the history of our Society’s 50 years will now take 
place at our Christmas Party in December at Mortdale RSL. 

. 

Sunday Museum Roster 

Opening Hours 1 pm-4 pm (Winter), 1 pm–5 pm (Summer) 

 

November                                               December 

1st Anne Williams & Rob.McGarn 6th Wendy Agzarian & Elaine Filewood 

8th Pat Young & Heather Campbell 13th Adele Ryan & Joe Spinelli 

15th Gill Whan & Betty Goodger 20th Gill Whan & Betty Goodger 

22nd Adele Ryan & Harvey Langford 27th Closed                       
 

29th  Cath & Leo Sullivan 
 

Problems: If you need to exchange days on the regular roster, please try to do so 

amongst yourselves, otherwise contact Wendy Agzarian (0402 136 147). 

Emergency volunteers – Barbara Davids (9389 6742), Fiona Johnstone 

(0401976130), Margaret James (0411252887), Cath & Leo Sullivan (9579 6149) 

 

Committee 2020 (*denotes Executive) 
 

President* Gill Whan Ph.9546 4623 

Vice President* Adele Ryan Ph.9529 6730 

Secretary* Gill Whan Ph.9546 4623 

Treasurer* Cath Sullivan Ph. 9570 6149 

Public Officer* Robert McGarn Ph. 0425 706 579 
 

        Committee Members:  Wendy Agzarian , Barbara Davids, Glynn Pulling, Robert 

       McGarn, Pat Young, Beverley Earnshaw, Elaine Filewood, Anne Williams.  

 

        Committee Meeting Dates: 

       November 9th Pat Young, 15 Culver Street, Monterey (9593 1898) 

       December 7th Gill Whan, 11 Dewrang Street, Carss Park (0439 667 843) 

 
 
 

 Happy Christmas Everyone! 

The Committee and Members of Kogarah Historical 

Society wish everyone a happy and holy Christmas in the 

year 2020. May you enjoy good health and good 

friendship and a peaceful and prosperous year ahead. 
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Working with Sandstone 
 

Heritage Stoneworks visits the Museum 
 
After such a long hiatus due to the Covid virus there was a full number of the members 

allowed at our first 'Monday at the Museum' on 28th September, 2020. It was a beautiful 

Spring day where members and guests sat in the shade of trees at the rear of the Cottage. 

Adele Ryan had invited ‘Heritage Stoneworks’ to give a presentation. They are part of 

the  Minister  for  Public  Works’  Stonework  Programme  which  conserves  the  states’ 

significant heritage stone buildings, providing specialist trades and architectural skills to care 

for our buildings now and into the future. 

We arrived to a wonderful display of large photographs and a table displaying many 

books showing designs, architectural plans, ornate architraves, cornices and much more of 

sandstone completed by stonemasons. 

Also there were two pallets stacked to waist height that held two sections of Sydney 

sandstone, one a smaller plain block, that mason Alec Tundervary continued to demonstrate 

by chipping away. He wore safety gear to protect his eyes as pieces flew off in all directions 

and a specialized breathing mask for the silica dust, which is a real health risk to those 

working with sandstone. 

The other larger long block of sandstone had examples of four separate sections along 

it. They each looked quite different and demonstrated how much work and time it takes to 

bring a piece of raw stone to the end product. The first being the initial tooling to chip some 

stone away, the next showed further chiseling and the following area had cuts very similar to 

the sandstone on Carss Cottage walls. Lastly the stone was completely smooth. Each section 

required a different tool and it would take many hours, skill and strength to complete for use. 

Even more skill is required to make the decorative pieces we see above portals or along walls. 

There are many buildings in Sydney and regional areas we look at and admire, some 

being well over a hundred years old. Due to age deterioration, rising damp, sections fallen 

away, whether knocked or fallen, it is a continuous repair, replace and renewal of them. 

Sometimes  whole buildings  whose  internal  timbers  rotted  cause  collapse.  This  requires 

reconstruction of timber walls, lintels and joists from basement level to support the stone 

walls above. 

It is an ongoing Government Work that requires planning and funding. Sydney 

Sandstone is very expensive and there is not an unlimited supply. The achievements have 

been amazing on buildings such as Glebe Public School, Gladesville Hospital, Fort Denison, 

Newcastle Tafe’s Hunter Street Facade and Sydney Hospital to name a few. 

This was a wonderful informative talk given by Ian Golding and a demonstration by 

Alec Tundervary that everyone loved and I hope they can return another time. It has 

encouraged us to look up and appreciate our Heritage Stonework wherever we see it. 

Anne Williams 
 

 

 

Welcome New Members 

We are pleased to welcome Barbara and Don Kibble. We hope you have a long and happy 

time as members of Kogarah Historical Society 
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Homeward Bound! 

James Cook’s Greatest Test of Leadership 
 
 

In September 1779 the Endeavour left the northern tip of New Holland (Australia), passing through 

Torres Strait on its way ‘home’. The ship was in a fragile state and Cook and his fellow 

officers believed it was not safe to proceed to England without first assessing the damage 

underneath. 

Knowing that the Dutch had a thriving colony in the East Indies, Cook decided to head 

for Batavia on the island of Java (Djakarta in Indonesia) expecting that repairs could be done there. 

On the way they called at Savu, an island south west of Timor, where they procured nine 

buffalo and a number of fowls as a source of fresh meat for the crew. These were taken aboard live 

but great difficulty was experienced in providing them with fodder. 

On October 11th they anchored in Batavia with all the crew in good health. However 

there was a virulent epidemic raging through Batavia called the ‘bloody flux’, a deadly form of 

dysentery which frequently resulted in loss of life. All business in the Colony was transacted in 

Dutch and all requests had to be made in writing to the Dutch Governor. Daniel Solander and 

Herman Sporing were the only two on board who knew the language. 

Meanwhile Cook was busy making copies of his journal and the charts he had made of 

the South Seas, New Zealand and the East Coast of New Holland. These he would forward to the 

Admiralty aboard the Dutch ship, Kronenburg, which was about to return to Europe. 

On Friday October 26 the ship’s company was moved into tents on shore. Several men 

had fallen ill, which Cook attributed to the extremely hot weather, but on November 7th the first 

man to die of the prevailing malady was the ship’s Surgeon, William Monkhouse. 

This  was  a  busy  port.  Ships  loading sp ices  occupied  the  wharves  and  they 

had  to  wait six days for a berth. A shed was made available for them to store the articles unloaded 

from the ship in order to clear it for the Dock Yard. Eleven days later the ship was moved to the 

careening wharf near the dockyard where the Officers from the dockyard took over. A squad of 

carpenters, riggers, caulkers and slaves came aboard to prepare the ship for repair. But there was a 

further delay as two British ships were already in the yard under repair. 

When the damage to the Endeavour’s hull was finally exposed it was in far worse 

condition than expected. The false keel was gone, the main keel considerably damaged, a great 

deal of sheathing had been lost, planks were damaged and wood worms had made their way into 

the timbers. It was a matter of surprise to all who saw her that she had kept ‘above water’, yet in 

that condition had sailed hundreds of leagues with the crew ‘happy in being ignorant of the 

continual danger they were in’. 

All the carpenters and caulkers in the yard were called on to the project while slaves were 

set to work bailing water from the hull as they worked. The Englishmen were excluded and forced 

to watch, however, Cook realized that his men could never have carried out repairs as so 

many had now contracted the sickness and were so weakened that at times he could scarcely 

muster 20 men and officers to do duty. Cook was well satisfied with the efforts of the Dutch 

workers and wrote:- 
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‘… being now thoroughly repaired and very much to my satisfaction. In justice to the officers and 

workmen of this Yard I must say that I do not believe that there is a marine yard in the world where 

work is done with more alertness than here …’ 
 

With the work finished they took in provisions of all kinds, loaded coal and ballast and 

sent the inoperable pump away to have a new one made. Water had to be bought at a cost of six 

shillings and 8 pence for 150 gallons. The seamen were rigging the ship but the ‘bloody flux’ was 

taking such a toll on the crew that often Cook could only muster 12 or 14 men that were fit for 

duty. 

By December 25th  the ship had been completely refitted and Cook took leave of the 

principal gentlemen of the Colony. The next day they set sail for England. They had 40 sick on 

board and all the others in a weak condition except the sailmaker. According to Cook he was ‘an 

old man about 70 or 80 years of age’ and it astonished Cook that he was ‘more or less drunk 

every day’. Cook wrote – 
 

‘we came here with as healthy a ship’s company as need go to sea and after a stay of not quite 

three months left in the condition of a Hospital Ship besides the loss of seven men and yet all the 

Dutch captains I had the opportunity to converse with said that we had been very lucky and 

wondered that we had not lost half our people in that time.’ 
 

Cook began to suspect the sickness was due to the water brought on board at Batavia and he 

put lime into all the casks to purify it but in 1771 it would be another eight decades before sources 

of infection were discovered by scientists such as Jenner and Pasteur. 

On January 24th  John Trusslove, Corporal of the Marines died and the next day 

Herman Sporing of Joseph Banks retinue. This prompted Cook to order the ship to be washed 

down with vinegar. Key people were dying in quick succession – Sidney Parkinson the artist, John  

Ravenhill  a  sailmaker,  and  the  next  day  Charles  Green  who  had  been  specially appointed by 

the Admiralty as the astronomer. 

On January 30th and 31st they lost three of the carpenters, two seamen and the ship’s 

cook, and when a fourth carpenter died soon after, Cook was concerned that he had only two 

carpenters left. Two of the midshipmen, John Bootie and John Monkhouse, brother of the late 

ship’s surgeon, died and John Guthrey the boatswain. 

The ship lost eight more seamen and Robert Molineux, the ship’s master but after the loss 

of these men Cook hoped there would be a turn for the better. Joseph Banks and Daniel Solander 

had both been ill and had recovered. Sick men were recovering but most were far from well. 

Twenty three of the ship’s compliment of 70 were dead and with its depleted crew of 47 the 

Endeavour struggled on. 

There was just one more tragic loss, that of Zachary Hicks, the Endeavour’s second in 

command, who had been the first to sight the coast of New Holland. Cook wrote – 
 

‘he died of a Consumption which he was not free from when we sailed from England so that it may 

truly be said that he hath been dieing ever since, tho he held out tolerable well until we got to 

Batavia.’ 
 

On April  29th   they crossed  the Greenwich  Meridian,  having circumnavigated the 
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globe in a westerly direction. They soon began to sight other ships. On July 7th they spoke 

to a ship outward bound from Liverpool. They were told that the papers sent by the Dutch 

ship Kronenburg had not reached the Admiralty and as no account of the Endeavour’s 

voyage had been received, wagers were being taken that the ship was lost.  

 On Saturday July 13th  the Endeavour anchored off The Downs in Kent ,England. 

Cook went ashore to hasten to London and a pilot came aboard to take the ship into 

the Thames. The voyage had taken 2 years and 11 months. 
 

 

 

Trivia Quiz 

By Rodger Robertson 

1.   A kumquat belong to what fruit family? 
2.   Corn has another name-it is? And it was native to which country? 
3.   Tapioca belongs to which plant family? 
4.   Persimmon tree comes from which area of the world? What sporting use was 

the wood used for? 
5.   Unlock the scrambled fruit and veges?  phinsac, cheap, cyreel, matoot, ryobergose, 

payaap, arctor, eclutte, rapspin 
6.   Fill in the missing letters?  XeeXXooX , XaXaXa, XoX XXoy, aXXaXaXuX, XuXXXiXi 
7.   Are Capsicums a fruit or vegetable? Eggplants? Rhubarb? 
8.   Alcohol drinks start with fruits and vegetables- the main ingredient in Scotch 

Whisky is?  And main ingredient of Bourbon? And main ingredient of Sherry ? And 
main ingredient of Rum? 

9.   Fruit starting with q – belongs to the pear family? 
10.  What shape is a turnip? 
11.  Write down a vege starting with au, fe, sc, gi. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Citrus: 2. Maize – Mexico or Central America: 3. Root: 4. Asia and golf club head for driver:  

5. Spinach, tomato, gooseberry, papaya, lettuce, parsnip: 6. Beetroot, banana, bok choy, asparagus, 

zucchini: 7. Capsicum fruit, eggplant fruit, rhubarb vege: 8. Barley, corn, grape, sugar: 9. Quince: 

10. Round spherical: 11. Augergine, fennel, scallion, ginger 
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What’s On 
 

Kogarah School of Arts – Thursday November 12th   2 pm 

Ian Macfarlane, Ex-governor of the Reserve Bank will speak on 10 Remarkable 

Australians, a talk which will reveal the stories of some unknown characters in Australian 

Society. 
 

 

Hurstville Museum & Gallery – Until 15th November, 2020 

‘The Everyday Observer: Joan Hatton’. 

This exhibition displays a selection of photographs from the Hatton Collection mainly 

featuring commercial buildings that once stood in the Kogarah Municipality. 
 

 

The Maritime Museum – Until 31st May, 2022 

‘Under the Southern Skies’. 

Stephen Gapps has curated a new gallery in the Australian Maritime Museum exploring 

the story of navigating and voyaging around Australia. Incredible feats of navigation were 

not the sole preserve of the Spanish, Dutch, Portuguese or British, but were part of a 

global current of trade, migration and voyaging – all made possible by skills and 

technologies that understood wind, water and stars. This new gallery space tells the stories 

of these navigators under the southern skies using more than 500 objects from the National 

Maritime Collection – many never shown publicly before. 

Entry to the gallery is free. 
 

 

Mondays at the Museum – November 23rd   10 am 

Laurel & Bob Horton will speak on The Social History of Tempe House 
 

 

It’s Party Time Again! 
Where?  Mortdale RSL, 25 Macquarie Place, Mortdale 

When? --  Thursday 10th December, 2020 

Time? --   From 12 noon 

The book to celebrate the 50th Anniversary of Kogarah 

Historical Society will be launched at the party. 

Bookings can be made at either of our  November 

meetings, at the School of  Arts or Mondays at the Museum, or by ringing Cath Sullivan 
(9570-6149) or Gill Whan (0439 667 843). Cost $30 per person. The venue requests that 
we provide final numbers and pay by November 30th. 

 
 

Did you know? 

Did you know that the first hive of European bees to be imported into Australia was 

brought out by Gregory Blaxland aboard the transport William Pitt which arrived in 

Sydney on April 11, 1806.  Blaxland had kept the bees in his cabin with a wire cage 

over the hive. 

(Historic Records of NSW Vol.5 p.569) 
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The 5th of November – Guy Fawkes Day 
 

 

Guy Fawkes Day, the 5th of November, has been 

celebrated in the English speaking world for over 400 

years and although it is not celebrated in Australia it 

is still a cause of merriment in places overseas. In 

1606 an Act of the British Parliament designated that 

the date should be commemorated as a day of 

thanksgiving for the ‘joyful deliverance’ of the King 

and Parliament from the gang of 13 conspirators who 

plotted to bring them down. One of those conspirators 

was Guy Fawkes and although he was not the leader, he was the one they caught. 

In the sixteenth century, Britain was a seething hotbed of religious dissent. Queen 

Mary I had persecuted the Protestants and her sister, Elizabeth I, was likewise opposed to 

the Catholics and many groups and societies had formed with the object of religious 

reform. Guy Fawkes was born in April 1570 in Stonegate, York, the child of a mixed 

marriage. He was baptized in the Church of England but his mother’s family were recusant 

Catholics, that is, they refused to submit to the current English law. 

Records describe Guy as ‘pleasant of approach and cheerful of manner, opposed to 

quarrels and strife’. He was a tall powerfully built man with thick reddish brown hair, a 

flowing moustache in the tradition of the time and a bushy reddish-brown beard. In 1604 

Fawkes became involved with a small group of English Catholics, led by Robert Catesby, 

who planned to assassinate the Protestant King James and replace him with his daughter, 

Princess Elizabeth, third in line to the throne. 

At the group’s first meeting in May 1605 Catesby put forward his plan to kill the 

King and his government by blowing up Parliament House with gunpowder. They were 

able to purchase the lease on a room directly underneath the House of Lords. It was 

unused and filthy and considered the ideal place to hide the barrels of gunpowder. By July 

they had brought in 56 barrels of gunpowder in readiness for the opening ceremony when 

the King and his son would be present, but the threat of plague delayed the opening of 

Parliament until Tuesday November 5th. The plan was that Guy Fawkes would light the 

fuses and then escape across the Thames and head for the Continent. 

A  few  of  the  conspirators,  however,  were  concerned  that  some  of  their  fellow 

Catholics would be present in Parliament during the opening. On the evening of October 

26th Lord Monteagle received an anonymous letter warning him to stay away from the 

opening of Parliament. One of his servants reported this to the conspirators, but they 

decided to continue with their plans. 

Monteagle’s suspicions were aroused and he showed the letter to the King who 

ordered a search of the cellars underneath Parliament House. Fawkes had taken up his 

station  in  the  early  hours  of  November  5th   and  there,  he  and  the  gunpowder  were 

discovered. 

Fawkes did not deny his intention to blow up the House of Lords and expressed 

regret at his failure to do so. The next day the King ordered that he be tortured to reveal 
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the names of his fellow conspirators, authorizing the use of the rack, but ‘the gentler 

tortures are to be used unto him and so by degrees proceeding to the worst.’ Fawkes was 

taken to the Tower of London where under supervised torture he held out for two days, but 

finally his composure was broken and he gave up the names of the others involved in the 

gunpowder plot and they were rounded up. 

On  Monday  January  27th,  1606  a  barge  left  the  Tower  taking  eight  of  the 

conspirators, including Fawkes, to Westminster Hall for trial. There they were displayed 

on a purpose built scaffold. The King and his family, watching in secret, were among the 

spectators as the Lords read out the charges. A jury found all the defendants guilty of high 

treason. 

They would have to suffer cruel and barbaric punishments. To reach the execution 

point each would be ‘drawn backwards’ behind a horse, his head near the ground and after 

that be inflicted with other unspeakable agonies such as having their severed genitals 

burned  before  their  eyes.  On  January  31st   1606,  Fawkes  and  three  others,  Thomas 

Wintour, Ambrose Rookwood and Robert Keyes were dragged from the Tower to the Old 

Palace Yard, opposite the building they had plotted to destroy. One at a time, the first 

three were hanged and quartered. Fawkes, weakened by torture, was the last to mount the 

scaffold, but before the noose could be set in place, Fawkes fell from the scaffold and 

broke his neck, thus avoiding the agony of being hanged, drawn and quartered and 

depriving the ghoulish crowd of onlookers of another spectacle. 

The story of the Gunpowder Plot has entered British folklore and on the fifth  of 

November each year it is celebrated with fireworks and bonfires. The room in the Tower 

of 

London where Guy Fawkes was tortured is known as the ‘Guy Fawkes Room’. After 

1673 it became customary to burn an effigy of some disliked personage and that still 

happens. A few years ago it was reported that an effigy of Margaret Thatcher had been 

thrown on to a bonfire. But in the revelry and merriment of Guy Fawkes Day, most people 

forget the reason it is celebrated. 

Beverley Earnshaw 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A contemporary engraving of 8 of the 13 conspirators, by Crispin van de Passe. 

Fawkes is third from the right. 
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When Curious Children Visit Carss Cottage – 

The Speakers need ready answers. 
 

 
When parties of school children visit the 

museum they sit in the courtyard to listen to 

stories about the life lived by the early pioneers 

such as the Carss family. They find it hard to 

imagine life without running water, electricity, 

refrigeration or the convenience of local shops. 

The  very  thought  of  clothing,  bread,  jam, 

pickles and even soap being made at home 

amazes them. With curiosity now aroused, one 

child asked – 

“How did they make soap?” 

Soap making in Colonial times was not for the inexperienced. We know that ancient 

Egyptian women anointed themselves with aromatic oils and 21st century women luxuriate 

with scented gels and body lotions, but in Colonial times there were no sweet smelling oils 

or  perfumes  added  to  home-made  soap.  Soap  was  simply  to  make  things  clean  and 

whether it was the baby, the dog or the kitchen floor the product was the same. 

Soap was often cooked in a kerosene tin over an open fire in the yard. 

An old recipe called for:- 

12 pounds of fat: 2½ pounds of caustic soda: 2 pounds of resin: and 21 pints of water. 

When the water was boiling the fat was poured in, then the soda which made the 

mixture rise up. This old recipe has the caution “When near the boil take out a little of the 

fire, or the mixture will boil over.” Another recipe warned “Make sure there are no small 

children around while you are at work.” Boil all together until stringy and simmer until the 

soap is a brownish yellow. By adding a little borax the soap could be made to lather. 

The moulds were usually flat pans made of tin or wood. Aluminium or galvanized 

iron pans reacted badly with the mixture. When ready, the mixture was poured into these 

pans, allowed to cool and marked into bars with a knife. After about ten hours the pans 

would be up-ended and the bars of soap stored on open shelves for about two months to 

toughen them up and make them more economical to use. 

That soap cleaned the home, the buggy and the horse. It was placed in drawers to 

discourage moths and melted down with sugar to make poultices for boils. Small pieces 

were placed in a clay jar with a spoonful of saltpetre, a tablespoon of powdered ammonia 

and a quart of boiling water. This could be added to warm water and was the wizard 

cleaner of its day. 
 

 
(This article was taken mainly from a piece written by the late Mrs Elaine Howard for the Newsletter in 

1981) 
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A Treasure from the Museum 

Postman, Fred Parkes’s Teapot 
 
 
 
 

A silver teapot which can be viewed in 

the Coxhead Room at the Museum was 

once  part  of  a  silver  tea  and  coffee 

service   presented   to   a   well   known 

district identity, Fred Parkes, who had 

been delivering letters in the 

neighbourhood   of   West   Kogarah   for 

many years. 
 
 
 

The inscription engraved on the back of the 

teapot reads - 

Presented to 

Mr Fred A. Parkes 

by the residents of West Kogarah 

on his leaving the district 

for Bathurst 

Sept 1905 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Postal services in the St.George District began 

in the 1860s. The first Post Office to open was 

at Kogarah in 1863, run by William Blake. The 

second was at Gannons Forest (Hurstville) in 

1864, run by Charles Claggert, and later by his 

daughter.   In   those  days,   residents   had  to 

collect their mail from the Post Office, so that 

the   employment   of   a   ‘Postman’   or  letter 

carrier, Fred A.Parkes, would have been a 

welcome service. 

Fred   Parkes,   shown   here   with   pith 

helmet, whistle and mail bags, trudged the 

streets of West Kogarah delivering letters to 

people’s homes for many years and was a 

popular local identity. 
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Tom Ugly’s Bridge 1929 

A Welcome Relief for ‘Punters’ 

In  the  1920s  the  area  south  of  Georges  River  was  fast  becoming  urbanized,  putting 

pressure on the punt crossing from Sylvania to Tom Ugly’s Point. A hand operated punt 

introduced in 1864 had been replaced by a steam driven punt capable of carrying six 

vehicles in 1881. This was totally inadequate and in 1898 a steam vehicular ferry with 

passenger accommodation was introduced. This still could not keep pace with the 

expanding population south of the river and in 1910 the service was duplicated with an 

additional ferry. 

A bill for the building of a bridge across the Georges River was introduced into 

State Parliament in 1923 and the foundation stone was laid on June 7, 1924. The bridge 

construction was funded by Sutherland Shire Council with borrowed money to be repaid 

by a toll on the bridge when it was opened. The crossing was opened to traffic on April 

26, 1929, and officially opened by the Governor of NSW on May 11, 1929. It was then 

known as ‘Georges River Bridge’. 

The bridge was designed by Percy Allan who designed many bridges in NSW 

including the Pyrmont Bridge. When the bridge was opened it was the longest bridge in 

Australia. The toll was collected on the Sylvania side by toll collectors who stood on the 

road. The tolls were removed in 1952 when the debt was repaid. The road was one lane in 

each direction in the 1940s & 1950s, and was converted to become three lanes tidal flow 

with two lanes in the direction of the peak flow until the opening of the second bridge. 
 

 
 

A second or ‘twin’ bridge was opened alongside the first on October 17, 1987 by the 

Hon.Barrie Unsworth MP, Premier of New South Wales. 

In 2006 the 1929 steel truss bridge was closed for repainting. The original lead paint 

was removed using a blasting process and an air extraction system was employed to safely 

remove airborne particles, protecting the environment as well as the workers. 
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