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Meetings and Speakers 
Thursday  February 11th, 2021 Thursday March 11th, 2021 
Gillian Lewis from Australian National  AGM. Peter Orlovich to speak on 
Maritime Museum: James Cook’s Endeavour, Kogarah Council Archives: A Treasury 

Search for her Wreck.  of Unique Historical Sources 
 

Our meetings start at 2 pm in the School of Arts, Bowns Road/Queens Avenue Kogarah 

with the speaker. This is followed by afternoon tea and a chance to mingle with other 

members. A short business meeting follows. Apologies for non-attendance at meetings 

should go to Gill Whan (0439 667 843). Visitors are always welcome. 
Find us on Facebook 

http://www.kogarah.historicalsociety.com.au/


Welcome to 2021 
 

 

Welcome everyone to what will hopefully be the resumption of normal meetings during the 

coming year. The restraints placed upon us by the Covid19 restrictions placed a heavy 

workload on our President, Gill Whan, and we thank her for the extra work this has involved. 

Although we were not able to give due acknowledgement to 2020, the 50th Anniversary of the 

Society, we look forward to celebrating 2021 as the 50th Anniversary of the opening of Carss 

Cottage Museum. Watch this space for our activities during the coming year. We wish 

everyone a happy, healthy and successful 2021 and look forward to seeing all our friends 

again at Kogarah Historical Society. 

 
Sunday Museum Roster 

Opening Hours 1 pm-4 pm (Winter), 1 pm–5 pm (Summer) 

January February 
3rd Anne Williams & Rob.McGarn 7th Wendy Agzarian & Elaine Filewood 

10th Pat Young & Heather Campbell 14th Adele Ryan & Joe Spinelli 

17th Gill Whan & Betty Goodger 21st Gill Whan & Betty Goodger 

24th Adele Ryan & Harvey Langford 28th Closed 

31st   Cath & Leo Sullivan 
 

Problems: If you need to exchange days on the regular roster, please try to do so 

amongst yourselves, otherwise contact Wendy Agzarian (0402 136 147). 

Emergency volunteers – Barbara Davids (9389 6742), Fiona Johnstone 

(0401976130), Margaret James (0411252887), Cath & Leo Sullivan (9579 6149) 
 

Committee 2020 (*denotes Executive) 
 

President* Gill Whan Ph.0439 667 843 

Vice President* Adele Ryan Ph.9529 6730 

Secretary* Gill Whan Ph.9546 4623 

Treasurer* Cath Sullivan Ph. 9570 6149 

Public Officer* Robert McGarn Ph. 0425 706 579 
 

Committee Members:  Wendy Agzarian , Barbara Davids, Glynn Pulling, Robert 

McGarn, Pat Young, Beverley Earnshaw, Elaine Filewood, Anne Williams. 

Committee Meeting Dates: 

February 8th Pat Young, 15 Culver Street, Monterey (9593 1898) 

March 8th Gill Whan, 11 Dewrang Street, Carss Park (0439 667 843) 
 

Attention Members 
Subscriptions for the year 2021 are now due. The cost is still Single $15 

or $20 for a couple. Our financial year runs from January to January. 

Fees may now be paid by direct deposit to Kogarah Historical Society’s 

account, BSB 062:253, account No.00900831. Please include your name 

with your deposit. 
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50th Anniversary 

Our Christmas Party and Book Launch 
 

 

After a year of cancellations and disappointment, what a joy it was to all get together to celebrate both 

Christmas and our 50th anniversary. 

We welcomed our patron, the Mayor of Georges River Council, Kevin Greene, Mark Couré, the 

Member for Oatley and 46 members of the Society including some whom we had not seen for a while but 

who had made a special effort to be there. It was good to see Janette Hollebone, Betty Reynolds, June 

Kerr, Mavis Ward, Joyce Sadlier and David Martin to mention a few. Julie Fitzsimons, former Local 

Studies Librarian for GRC and Rebbel Barnes from Bayside Council also attended. 

Guests were welcomed with a glass of bubbly and tables were decorated with a ‘gold’ theme to 

reflect our anniversary.  Tables competed in two quizzes with prizes for those at the winning table, there 

were lucky door prizes and a traditional lunch followed by tea/coffee and Christmas cake. 

Mark Couré, who is a member of the Society spoke first, commenting that he always read the 

Society newsletter from cover to cover and then it was the turn of Kevin Greene to launch our latest 

publication The Story of Kogarah Historical Society 1970 – 2020. 50th Anniversary. Kevin acknowledged 

the important role the Society had played over the years, particularly in its foundation when the hard work 

and enthusiasm from the new members had been outstanding.  He paid tribute to our author and historian 

Beverley Earnshaw whose research and writing had resulted in an excellent written and pictorial record of 

50 years of dedication and voluntary contributions from the members. 

In her response Beverley stressed the importance of history and acknowledged the pioneers of the 

Society, far-sighted people who realised the value of preserving the past for the future. Former Mayor Ken 

Cavanough had first proposed the Society to Council and together with Dick Burghart had fought hard to 

have Carss Cottage entrusted to the Society to form a museum of local history. 

She  went  on  to                                                                                          highlight      the      latest 

display  at  the  Museum                                                                                          which        is        entitled 

Kogarah’s        Amazing                                                                                          Achievers   and   features 

VC  Winners,  Olympic                                                                                          Gold  Medallists,  artists, 

literary      figures,      all                                                                                          people who were born or 

lived   in   Kogarah   and                                                                                          achieved  world  renown. 

She encouraged us all to                                                                                          come and see it. 

She   hoped   the                                                                                          book  would  show  that 

Kogarah          Historical                                                                                          Society is  a worthwhile 

organisation to belong to                                                                                          – new faces were always 

welcome   at   both   the                                                                                          School   of   Arts   for   a 

monthly meeting with speaker and Carss Cottage Museum for Mondays at the Museum, renowned for its 

morning teas and a more relaxed speaking program. As she concluded there was sustained applause. 

Gill Whan, President 
 

Guests were advised that all members would receive one free copy of the book which could be 

collected on leaving.  Additional books will cost $5.00.  For members not present, the free copy 

can be picked up at the February meeting or from the Museum on a Sunday afternoon.  If you 

would like a copy mailed please send a request. It will cost $7.50 for postage.  You can pay this 

either by cheque or by direct deposit to our Commonwealth Bank Account BSB 062:253 

Account number 00900831. Don’t forget to put your name with the DD as proof of payment. 
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BOOK REVIEW 

by Julie Fitzsimons 

Kogarah Historical Society 1970 – 2020 50th Anniversary 

Preserving the Past for the Future by Beverley Earnshaw OAM 
 
Congratulations to Kogarah Historical Society on your Golden Anniversary, a major achievement in this 

rapidly changing world and not possible without the dedication and passion of members who voluntarily 

give  time  to  assure  the  success  of  Kogarah  Historical  Society.    I commend  Beverley  Earnshaw,  a 

respected historian and past President on her detailed research on the history of the Society. 

As Australians celebrated the Bicentenary of arrival of Captain Cook, Kogarah Municipality was 

fortunate to have an active residents group interested in preserving the history of their local community. 

The 50th Anniversary book provides the background from the planning of the first meeting in February 

1970 and the committed support of the Mayor, Alderman Ken Cavanough. Kogarah Historical Society 

was born at that meeting under the sponsorship of Kogarah Municipal Council. The Mayor, who was 

appointed patron, announced $10,000 to provide a suitable building. A committee was formed and a 

constitution adopted that is still the objective of the Society today. The Mayor did arrange a building for 

the Society with Carss Cottage, home of Carss Park Ranger, converted to a museum. The Carss Cottage 

Museum officially opened 28th  August 1971 and has operated ever since presenting a diverse range of 

interesting local exhibits. 

Beverley has painstakingly researched through fifty years of Kogarah Historical Society Minutes, 

Newsletters, local newspapers and Kogarah Council Minutes to write the 50th Anniversary Book selecting 

the people and events which have been important to the operating of the Society. These Members have 

freely given time to fundraise, maintain buildings, curate the Museum, arrange social outings, cater, 

collect objects and much more through their passion to preserve the history of the local area for future 

generations.  Many members were/are part of the society for decades and it is wonderful that the book 

acknowledges their contribution and public awards they have received. 

Carss Cottage Museum is a hidden treasure of St George area, with a trove of objects that are 

important to the area. The book highlights some of the collection including Carlton Roll of Honor, 

Kogarah Railway Clock and my favourites, “Cocky Bennett” the cheeky cockatoo from the Seabreeze 

Hotel and the heartbreaking unworn wedding dress of Gwen Coxhead a former resident of Carss Cottage. 

The donated collection has been lovingly restored, researched and listed by members.  The Museum 

features items from the collection in its changing exhibitions. 

Kogarah Historical Society has contributed to recording our local history through its many 

publications by members who have professionally researched and made them available for purchase. 

These books on a variety of topics were a wonderful and reliable reference resource during my twenty 

four years as a Local Studies Officer at Georges River Council and valued by local schools.    The 

newsletters are also an important historical record for researchers and fortunately are now available on 

line and indexed thanks to members. 

Lastly the book shows how the Society has adapted to 21st  Century. This includes a website, 

digitization of photographs, Local History Awards, action to preserve historical buildings, Mondays at the 

Museum and school programs, to keep the community interested. 

I encourage anyone interested in the Kogarah Historical Society and Carss Museum to read this 

book to discover the passion and dedication of this organization’s founding members. The book which 

contains coloured photographs can be purchased at Carss Museum or online through the Kogarah 

Historical Society website and is great value for $5 plus postage. 

Best wishes to Kogarah Historical Society for another 50 years of Preserving the Past for the Future. 

Review: Julie Fitzsimons, Former Georges River Local Studies Officer 
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Peter Dillon 1788-1847 
 

Sailor, Ship’s Master, Shipowner, Merchant Trader, Maritime Explorer 
 
Peter Dillon was born on June 15, 1788 of Irish parents on the French Island of Martinique. 

As a youth he made his way to India where he joined the service of the East India Company 

as a seaman on vessels trading mainly out of Sydney to Fiji, New Zealand and the Society 

Islands. He spent two years on the island of Borabora assembling cargoes of salt pork for 

Thomas Reiby and others, and this extended stay enabled him to become fluent in several of 

the Pacific languages. 

He was a huge man, standing 6 feet 4 inches without shoes, with a mass of red hair 

and brawny shoulders. He was said to have a handsome, open countenance, and dressed in a 

white suit and broad brimmed straw hat he could play the part of a Colonial Gentleman. But 

at other times he was very excitable and apt to lose his temper. 

He qualified as a ship’s Master and from 1814 he was engaged by the Rev.Samuel 

Marsden to make four voyages in the brig Active to New Zealand. The purpose was to ‘open a 

friendly discourse with the natives’, preliminary to Marsden establishing his missionary 

endeavours there. 

On September 22, 1814 Dillon married Mary Moore, the daughter of emancipist 

Sydney businessman and Kogarah land owner, Patrick Moore, at St.Phillips Church, Sydney. 

For two years Dillon plied the coastal trade but by 1819 he had become both Master and 

owner of the ships in which he sailed. His vessels were fitted out with comfortable private 

quarters and his wife travelled with him. However, shipboard life was not always agreeable 

for Mary. George Bayly, who served with Dillon and was considered to be his closest friend, 

disclosed this in his book ‘Sea Life Sixty Years Ago’ when he wrote of Dillon – 

‘His wife lived on board and he very frequently gave her a thrashing, sometimes striking her 

to the deck, and once broke his telescope to pieces about her head.’ 

Trading interests took him around the Pacific Islands and as far east as South America. 

In July 1821 in his vessel, Phatisalam, he took a valuable cargo to India and returned in 

charge of his new vessel, the Calder, a Calcutta built brig of 200 tons. 

In 1822 Dillon moved his family to India. 

He took passage for himself, wife Mary, and two 

children, Peter born 1815 and Napoleon born 1820, 

aboard  the  Lord  Hungerford.  This  was  an  East 

India Company transport, which having 

disembarked 248 male prisoners at Hobart Town, 

had come on to Sydney to pick up detachments of 

troops that had arrived in NSW as guards on the 

convict transports. A daughter, Martha Dillon, was 

born in Calcutta. 

Dillon continued his maritime interests. In 

July 1823 he took the Calder to South America 

with  a  cargo  of  timber  and  a  rumour  reached 

Sydney that the vessel had been wrecked off the 

A typical East India Company Calcutta-built ship, called 
an ‘East India Man’, identifiable by the square stern. 
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coast of Peru. However, the Calder returned to Sydney 7 months later carrying 3500 pounds 

of negrohead tobacco. It was about this time that their two sons, Peter and Napoleon, were left 

in Sydney with their grandfather, Patrick Moore. 

In 1826 Dillon was to reach the pinnacle of his career.  In command of the ship, 

St.Patrick, he was headed for Fiji when he decided to call in at Tikopia, an island in the Santa 

Cruz group. To his surprise he saw an Islander carrying a silver sword guard. He then found 

many of the Islanders were using objects of European manufacture such as sword guards, 

teacups, axes, knives and glass beads. On enquiring where they came from an old man of the 

tribe told him that when he was a boy, two ships had been wrecked on the nearby island of 

Vanikoro and the objects had been brought from there. 

Dillon realized that these could be the wrecks of La Boussole and L’Astrolobe, the two 

ships of the lost LaPérouse expedition, which had disappeared almost 40 years before. It was 

well known that in 1788 as the First Fleet was 

leaving Botany Bay to go round to form a 

settlement at Port Jackson, the two ships 

commanded by the French Nobleman, Comte de 

LaPérouse, entered the bay. LaPérouse had been 

told at Kamchatka that the British intended to form 

a settlement at Botany Bay and he had come there 

expecting to find a town built and a market 

established.  He  left  Botany  Bay  on  March  10, 

1788 and the ships disappeared without a trace. 

The French Government in 1791 sent out a search 

expedition commanded by Admiral 

d’Entrecasteaux but it failed to solve the mystery. 

LaPérouse receiving instructions from the French King, 
Louis XVI 

When Dillon returned to India he lobbied for support for an exploration voyage to 

Vanikoro. The British Governor commissioned him and gave him command of the British 

East India Company’s survey vessel, Research. On Vanikoro he discovered what remained of 

the wrecks and recovered items among which was a ship’s bell of French make. He also tried 

to learn more of the fate of the shipwrecked mariners from the older inhabitants and was told 

that the two ships were driven on to the reefs in a storm. The survivors who made it to the 

shore had built an open boat from material salvaged from the wrecks. They sailed away and 

were never seen again. 

Dillon took the relics he had gathered to Paris. There he met Barthélemy de Lesseps, 

the only surviving member of the ill-fated LaPérouse expedition. De Lesseps had been with 

the expedition as a Russian interpreter and when the ships reached Petrepavlovsk in Siberia, 

LaPérouse had sent him ashore with instructions to make his way overland to Paris. He 

carried with him charts and a preliminary report on the discoveries so far made by the 

expedition. Now an old man, he was able to identify the items shown him as those carried on 

the French ships. 

In Paris, Dillon was given celebrity status. He was received at Court and the French 

King, Charles X, bestowed on him the title ‘Chevalier of the Legion of Honour’ and granted 

him  a  pension  of  4000  francs  a  year.  (From  that  time  records  often  give  his  name  as 

‘Chevalier Dillon’.) The relics he brought back are now in the Musée de Marine, Paris. 
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Dillon’s ships continued trading in the Pacific and to New Zealand into the 1830s but 

he moved to Paris with his family in 1838. His wife, Mary (nee Moore), died ‘of decline’ in 

1840 after which time he was looked after by his daughter, Martha. She was with him when 

he died in Paris on February 9, 1847 and the French Government provided her with a passage 

back to Sydney to be with her grandfather, Patrick Moore, and her two brothers. Patrick 

Moore died on September 27, 1851 and her brother, (Joseph) Napoleon Dillon died on May 

20, 1855 leaving a 3 year old son, Joseph Napoleon Dillon II. 

The Moore family retained ownership of a small land grant at Sans Souci and their 

descendants lived in the St.George District for many years. Patrick Moore’s great grandson, 

Joseph Napoleon Dillon II, died at Sans Souci in 1933 and was buried in the Catholic Section 

of Woronora Cemetery. 
 

Beverley Earnshaw 
 

 
 

What’s On 
 

Thursday, February 11th: Gillian Lewis of the Australian Maritime Museum will speak on 

James Cook’s Endeavour: Search for her Wreck. 
 
Thursday, March 11th: AGM and Election of Officers. Peter Orlovich to speak on Kogarah 

Council Archives: A Treasury of Unique Historical Sources. 
 
Monday, March 22nd, 2021. John MacRitchie, Local Studies Librarian GRC, will speak on 

St.George to the Rescue, Early Days of the St.George Ambulance Service. 
 
The Reopening of the Australian Museum 

After a closure of 14 months during which the Australian Museum underwent a $57.5 Million 

refurbishment, the brilliantly reconvened museum opened its doors on November 28th, 2020. 

The building has been renovated from top to basement with no single area left untouched. 

From the lobby visitors can enter the Grand Hall, a space the length of three tennis 

courts, and move through to the Long Gallery, Wild Planet exhibition and the First Nation 

Galleries. Currently the Australian Geographic Nature Photographer of the Year exhibition is 

showing in the Great Hall. Entry into these galleries is free. 

The Museum’s opening exhibit is Tyrannosaurs: Meet the Family, a travelling 

exhibition which was flown back from Scotland where it was last displayed at the National 

Museum of Scotland. It will be displayed in the basement in a space of 1000 square metres set 

aside for future international ‘blockbusters’. There is a small charge for entry into this area. 

It was a great disappointment when the Egyptian Ministry of Antiquities recalled the 

highly anticipated Tutankhamun: Treasures of the Golden Pharaoh, which was planned to 

open in February, 2021. The Australian Museum hastily recalled its collection of Egyptian 

artefacts which had been loaned to Sydney’s Nicholson Museum and Macquarie University 

and these are soon to be put on permanent exhibition. 

When admission fees were introduced to the museum in 1992, the number of visitors 

halved but with the new free entry policy it is expected that visitor numbers will surpass any 

previously recorded. 
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“Sailing with Captain Cook” 
Essay Competition 

 
 

The winner of the Lower Primary Section of 

our essay competition was Hayden Dai of 

Scotts College Brighton Campus. Gill Whan 

and Beverley Earnshaw visited the College 

on November 24th and gave a Power Point 

presentation on the first voyage of Captain 

Cook. Each child who entered received a 

Certificate of Participation while the winner 

received a Certificate, $50 for himself and 

$100 for the school library. 
 
 

“The Social History of Tempe House” 
 
 

At our final meeting for 2020 of Mondays at the 

Museum, a good time was had by all in spite of a few 

sprinkles  of  rain.  Bob  and  Laurel  Horton  of  the  St 

Peters Heritage Society came in costume to entertain 

their audience with stories on The Social History of 

Tempe House. The source for their talk was mainly the 

diary  of  Alexander  Brodie  Sparke,  delivered  with 

acting aplomb by Bob. The language was a delight and 

we learned of the many nights of singing and dancing 

at Tempe House. We also heard about the darker side 

of Colonial life with diseases of the time that were 

endured rather than cured. 

Thank you Bob & Laurel. 
 
 
 

Cargo Management in past Centuries 
 

In the 16th  & 17th  centuries, everything for export was transported by ship. It was also 

before the invention of fertilizers, so large shipments of manure were quite common. 

It was shipped dry because in that form it weighed less than when wet, but once 

sea water hit it, not only was it heavier but the process of fermentation began with its bi- 

product of methane gas. If methane was allowed to build up below deck, and if someone 

came below with a lantern – BOOOOM! 

Several ships were destroyed in this manner before the cause was realized. 

After that, bundles of manure were always stamped with the instruction ‘stow high 

in transit’ which meant the sailors must store it high enough off the lower decks to keep it 

dry during the voyage. From this evolved the word ‘S.H.I.T.’ (Stow High in Transit). 
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A Treasure from the Museum 

The Rugby League Penny 
 

 

An  interesting  item  of  sporting  memorabilia  in  the  collection  of 

Carss Cottage Museum is the actual 1919 penny which was tossed to 

start the first Rugby League match, St.George v. Newtown, played at 

the new ‘Kogarah Sports Oval’ (now Jubilee), in 1936. 

The coin was tossed by Kogarah Alderman, Harry Leonard 

Poulton, who himself was a qualified football referee. Alderman 

Poulton  kept the coin secure as a historic icon, hoping that it could 

be reproduced 50 years into the future (1986) to celebrate the Centenary of Kogarah Council. 
This, however, did not happen. 

In 1986 Harry Poulton’s son, Syd Poulton, presented the 1919 penny to Kogarah 

Historical Society. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Harry Poulton in referee's 

uniform 
Syd Poulton presenting the 1919 penny to Kogarah Historical Society 
representative, Dick Burghart, while Mayor, Fred Cavanagh, looks on. 

 
---oo0oo--- 

 

Trivia Quiz -- Monarchs of Britain 
(1) Which king was named ‘The Lionheart’? 
(2) Who was the king when the First Fleet sailed for Australia? 
(3) Which king was defeated by William the Conqueror at the Battle of Hastings? 
(4) Which king is traditionally said to have ‘burnt the cakes’? 
(5) Which king had the shortest reign? 
(6) Which king was married to Ann of Cleves? 
(7) Who was ‘The Sailor King’? 
(8) Who was the king when World War I broke out? 
(9) Which king was beheaded in 1649? 
(10) Who signed the assent for the Australian Colonies to become a Federation? 
(11) Since the year 800, how many women have been Queen in their own right? 

 

Answers 

(1) Richard I  (2) George III (3) Harold (4) Alfred the Great (5) Edward V April-June 1483 

(6) Henry VIII (7) William IV (8) George V (9) Charles I  (10) Queen Victoria 

(11)  Seven: Boadacia, Mary I, Elizabeth I, Mary II, Anne, Victoria, Elizabeth II  (not counting Lady 

Jane Grey, the 9 day Queen) 
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KOGARAH’S AMAZING ACHIEVER 

HAROLD FRASER 

Gallipoli Veteran, Flyer, Musician, Cricketer 
On August 25th, 1979 a newly developed sports complex running between Parkside Drive and 

Princes Highway was officially opened and named The Harold Fraser Oval. It was a welcome 

adjunct to the already extensive playing fields at Carss Park but some now living in the 21st 

Century might wonder who Harold Fraser was and what he did to deserve the honour of 

having an important local facility named after him. 

Harold Fraser was one of those individuals who excelled at everything he did. He was 

born at Newtown on July 4th, 1893 and attended Glebe Superior Public School and Sydney 

University. Under the tuition of Professor Recketts of Glebe he also became an accomplished 

pianist. He was a keen sportsman, Rugby player and cricketer. 

His first job was as a clerk in the NSW Department of Railways, but the shattering 

effect of World War I caused a dramatic change in his life. In April 1915 he enlisted in the 

AIF, departed for Egypt the following month and on August 20th he landed at Gallipoli. 

Altogether he served at six locations in North Africa and Europe before returning to 

England where he was transferred for training to the Australian Flying Corps. This prompted 

him to take an Aeronautical Engineering course which qualified him to attend the Oxford 

University School of Aeronautic Engineering. To complete his training he took a course in 

Aerial gunnery, and during his time at Oxford he played cricket for the University Team as 

the wicket keeper. 

Throughout his studies he remained a keen musician as is shown from an excerpt from 

“Wings”, the official journal of the A.F.C and R.A.A.F. Association1 -- 

‘the first jazz band in Australia owed its birth to a group of Australian Flying Corps airmen 

awaiting repatriation in England. 

In 1919, the breezy foot tapping beat of Dixieland Jazz caught the imagination of members of 

No.4 Squadron A.F.C. and they formed their own group. The C.O., Captain A.H.Cobby, sat at 

the drums, Les Wackett had a banjo, Harold Fraser was an accomplished pianist, others 

included Sergeant Johnson, Nigel Love and Eric Battershill. 

Within a month of his return to Australia, Harold Fraser had persuaded the grandiose 

Wentworth Hotel that jazz was right for Sydney. So the first professional jazz band, the 

“Syncopas”, was formed … they were such a success that the Wentworth gave them a six 

month contract and built a new ballroom into the hotel to accommodate the increase in 

patrons. 

It opened on April 1st, 1920. The personalities who danced to their music included The 

Prince of Wales, Admiral Halsey and Lord Mountbatten.’ 

Jazz was then the rage in Sydney, but for Harold Fraser the flying ‘bug’ remained. He 

gave up his career as a musician and rejoined the R.A.A.F. in 1925. By 1927 he had risen to 

the rank of Squadron Leader and that year he led the formation of Wapiti aircraft in the fly- 

past at the opening of Parliament House, Canberra. 
 
 

 
1 “Wings” March 1979 
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Harold Fraser’s private residence was Palmyra, a beautiful heritage listed property in 

Vista Street, Sans Souci. The house had been built by his brother on land which was formerly 

part of the Ellesmere Estate and had its own private beach, baths, slip and jetty on Kogarah 

Bay. The front doors opened into a spacious foyer from which a staircase led up to a ballroom 

complete with a small stage. In the evenings neighbours frequently heard his music drifting 

from the upper ballroom at Palmyra. There was also another sound frequently heard. Older 

residents  of  Sans  Souci  have  childhood  memories  of  Harold 

Fraser’s plane ‘buzzing’ the houses along the shore of Kogarah 

Bay. 

At Palmyra in 1929 he gave a party to celebrate the 21st 

birthday of a young man who had made his debut as a test 

cricketer the previous year and was relatively unknown. The 

young man’s name was Don Bradman. 

In 1938 the house, Palmyra, was sold. The same year 

Harold Fraser took a job with the Department of Civil Aviation 

as a Traffic Control Officer. At that time Mascot Aerodrome had 

only one hanger and was on 450 acres of land. There was a staff 

of only seven. He was appointed Airport Manager in 1948. In 

the following decade he witnessed a tremendous increase in civil 

flying and helped to shape the plans for terminals to serve the 

airport’s rapidly increasing patronage. He retired in 1958. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Don Bradman (left) & 

Harold Fraser 

He had always had a great love of cricket. He played for 10 years with identities such 

as Don Bradman and  Warwick Fairfax  and in 1935 he formed the St.George Veterans’ 

Cricket Club which played at Jubilee Oval. But the club was forced to vacate Jubilee and 

transfer to the new wicket at the Parkside Drive Reserve. The new field had a smart picket 

fence, sight boards and picnic facilities, and a playing surface designed to direct rainwater to 

the wicket area. In 1979 it was named The Harold Fraser Oval in his honour. 

Harold Fraser died at South Hurstville NSW on July 12th, 1985 aged 92 years. 
 

 
 

WANTED! More Contributors to the Newsletter. 

We welcome articles of historic interest submitted by members or non-members, family 

stories, war stories, immigration stories, local identities or things we haven’t heard about. 

Submissions need not be long. Charming little anecdotes can usually be expressed in half 

a page or less. And if a writer is not confident in his/her writing skills, the editor will 

willingly help. The editor looks forward to receiving them. 
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