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Meetings and Speakers 
Thursday,  March 11

th
, 2021 Thursday, April 8

th
, 2021 

AGM. Peter Orlovich to speak on Garry Darby, Art Historian, to 

Kogarah Council Archives: A Treasury speak on Monet’s Garden. 

Of Unique Historical Sources. 
 

Our meetings start at 2 pm in the School of Arts, Bowns Road/Queens Avenue Kogarah 

with the speaker. This is followed by afternoon tea and a chance to mingle with other 

members. A short business meeting follows. Apologies for non-attendance at meetings 

should go to Gill Whan (0439 667 843). Visitors are always welcome. 

Find us on Facebook 

http://www.kogarah.historicalsociety.com.au/
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Bush Christmas 

Bus trip to the Hawkesbury 

Thursday, April 15th, 2021 

The Dharug & Lower Hawkesbury Historical Society has invited us to visit the area. 

On arrival at Wiseman’s Ferry society members will greet us, show us their 

chapel and provide morning tea. This will be followed by an optional scenic walk for 

approximately one hour, after which we will adjourn to the Wiseman’s Hotel for lunch  at 

our own expense. 

Two Community Buses will leave Carss Cottage at 9  am on Thursday, April  

15th. Because of COVID restrictions, each bus may only carry 10 passengers, therefore 

our numbers are limited to 20 persons. Cost of transport is $20 per person. 

RSVP to Anne Williams on 0425 215 589 or 9583 9660 by April 12th to book. 

Welcome New Members 
The Society would like to welcome new members, Laurel & Bob Horton, 
Julie Fitzsimons and Joy Dean. We hope you  have  a long and enjoyable time 

with Kogarah Historical Society. 

Welcome to 2021 
 
 

Sunday Museum Roster 
Opening Hours 1 pm – 4 pm (Winter), 1 pm – 5 pm (Summer) 

March April 
        7th    Anne Williams & Rob.McGarn    4th Wendy Agzarian & Elaine Filewood 

           14th  Pat Young & Heather Campbell 11th Adele Ryan & Joe Spinelli  

           21st  Gill Whan & Betty Goodger 18th Gill Whan & Betty Goodger                      

     28
th
  Adele Ryan  & Harvey Langford 25th Miryam & Niver Rodriguez 

Problems: If you need to exchange days on the regular roster, please try to do so among 
yourselves, otherwise contact Wendy Agzarian (0402 136 147). 
Emergency volunteers – Barbara Davids (9389 6742), Fiona Johnstone (0401 976 130), 
Margaret James (0411 252 887), Cath & Leo Sullivan (9579 6149) 

Committee 2020 (*denotes Executive) 

President* Gill Whan Ph.0439 667 843 

Vice President* Adele Ryan Ph.9529 6730 

Secretary* Gill Whan Ph.0439 667 843 

Treasurer* Cath Sullivan Ph. 9570 6149 

Public Officer* Robert McGarn Ph. 0425 706 579 

Committee: Wendy Agzarian, Barbara Davids, Glynn Pulling,  Robert McGarn, Pat 

Young, Beverley Earnshaw, Elaine Filewood, Anne Williams. 

 
Committee Meeting Dates 

March 8th  Pat Young, 15 Culver St, Monterey(9593 1898) 

April 5
th

       Beverley Earnshaw, 15 Hamer St, Kogarah Bay (9546 1091) 

May 10
th

     Gill Whan, 11 Dewrang Street, Carss Park (0439 667 843) 
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Bush Christmas 

And the Carss Park Connection 
It is now 75 years since the movie, Bush Christmas, was filmed in 

Australia. It was an initiative of the British film  company,  

J.Arthur Rank, which saw the need for a tranquil and happy film   

to entertain children after the trauma they had  been  through  

during World War II. 

Accordingly it commissioned Ralph Smart to produce the 

script for a film suitable for children. Ralph Smart, born in  

England of Australian parents, was already an established screen 

writer. The previous year he had been writer and associate  

producer of the Australian film, The Overlanders, but  being  

unable to find a suitable story for a children’s film he decided to 

write one himself. 

Smart had spent time in the Australian outback and he 

decided this was the perfect setting for a movie. The  story  he 

came up with was about a family of Australian children riding 

home for the Christmas school holidays when they met three 

strangers. They told them about their lives and the new and valuable horse their father had 

acquired. When they woke the next morning, the mare and her foal had been stolen. Feeling 

responsible, the children set off to recover the horses and catch the criminals. 

The script, especially written for children in the 1940s, required a cast of five children. 

Therefore it needed a maximum of action and a minimum of dialogue. There were  no  

auditions. The cast was hand-picked. The arch villain was played by Chips Rafferty who 

nominated John Fernside and Stan Tolhurst as his  cohorts.  The  children were Helen, played  

by Helen Grieve who the previous year had starred in The Overlanders. Her brother, John,    

was played by Morris Unicombe, a professional child model with experience in film and radio 

work. And their small brother, the six year old ‘Snow’, was played  by  Nicky  Yardley.  

Michael Yardley  was cast as a wartime  evacuee from England. The two Yardley  brothers  

were veterans of radio in Australia. When the script called for an Aboriginal boy,  Chips 

Rafferty came forward with the young Neza (Ebinezer) Saunders whom he had discovered  

when he visited a mission in Rockhampton. 

The script was years ahead of its time. Smart had a great empathy with the Aboriginal 

people of Australia and had addressed their mistreatment in other works. In this story he 

elevated the Aboriginal boy, Neza,  to a leadership role when, according to the story, Neza    

was a skilled tracker, then when the children became lost Neza provided Bush Tucker. 

Filming began in 1946 and the location for its early scenes was CARSS PARK. When 

filming in the park was completed the unit moved on to Katoomba and the Capertee Valley   

and production was completed in June 1946. 

The movie was written, produced and directed by Ralph Smart. The cameraman was 

George Heath who had previously filmed 40,000 Horsemen, Rats of Tobruk and Smithy. The 

Rank Organization had originally intended the film to be shown in  the  children’s  cinema  

clubs which existed in Britain in the 1940s. Although it only ran for 1 hour 17 minutes and 
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A Rampant Catastrophe 
SPLINTS AND CRUTCHES: What happened when someone broke a leg two 

thousand years ago? Did they recover or did they die? The earliest recorded forms  of artificial 

aids used after accidents have been found on  mummies in Egyptian tombs of the   5th Dynasty 

(2730-2625 BC). They comprised simple bark splints supporting broken limbs and were found 

on mummies of injured workers. The fact that the splints were still in place when the workers 

entered their graves indicates they possibly died from their injuries. Crutches made especially 

for support did not appear until the Middle Ages. 

Australian Cosmetic Surgery Magazine. 

was in black and white, the company was so pleased with the result that they released it as a 

supporting feature. 

It soared in popularity. The following year, 1947, the film was ranked among the ten 

most popular films in Britain which was a great achievement alongside films like The Jolson 

Story, and Great Expectations which were released the same year. The film was shown in 41 

countries and in 1948 was screened on American TV. It was also shown in the British 

Parliament and the House of Lords. Although only filmed in black & white, it displayed the 

grandeur of the Australian outback to the world. A spin off from the movie was a novel which 

came out in 1948 based on the film and illustrated with stills from the movie. 

The film has a quality of simplicity and innocence, following after the turbulent years   

of World War II. But 75 years later this film has become an icon of social history, presenting     

a historical record of how people lived in those times and how Christmas was celebrated  

without the glitz and commercialism of the modern world. 

The career of the film’s creator, Ralph Smart, went from strength to strength. He was 

responsible for the Australian film, Eureka Stockade, the following year and had a maximum 

input into many of the popular TV series’, such as The Adventures of Robin  Hood,  The 

Invisible Man, Riptide and 27 episodes of Danger Man. Ralph Smart retired back to Australia  

in 1973 and in the year 2000 he was awarded the Order of Australia Medal for ‘Services to     

the development of the Australian film industry’. He died on February 12th, 2001 aged 92. 

In 1978 a remake of the film was attempted staring Nicole Kidman in her first movie 

role but it was not able to match the original. The original 1947 production of Bush Christmas 

has never been discontinued by the manufacturer and is still available on DVD. 

Beverley Earnshaw 
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President’s Page 

Welcome to the first ‘President’s page’. This photo was taken 

during a party held for our regular volunteers, which I think 

was enjoyed by all. I hope to make it an annual event. Of 

course the next day I actually fell down the steps that I am 

standing on and am paying for my stupidity. I anticipate that 

I will be able to be at the Annual General Meeting on 11 March. 

Speaking of AGMs, we would welcome expressions of interest or  actual nominations  

to join our Committee. We always need new ideas and enthusiasm and if you think you could 

contribute please let one of the committee know.  Cath Sullivan, our Treasurer for 21 years   

will not be standing again and Betty Goodger although not on the committee has indicated     

that she will be retiring from her many roles, indexing the newsletters, keeping historical 

documents in order, the Museum roster and much more. 

This year as well as the business side of the AGM we have asked Peter Orlovich to 

speak to us about the importance of the Kogarah Archives.   Since amalgamation, we have   

been anxious to ensure their preservation. Peter has an extensive  professional  history  

involving teaching, librarianship and Archives administration. He still offers an annual  

intensive Short Course in Managing Archives and Historical Documents through the School    

of History at UNSW. From 2000 – 2004 he served as a professional Archivist attached to 

Kogarah Municipal Library during which he established the first local government archival 

service for the Municipality of Kogarah.  Apparently  there is a lighter side to archives and  

Peter will tell us about some of the remarkably significant but also entertaining archival 

documents to be found in the Kogarah Council Archives. 

In April we will have a complete contrast and hear Garry Darby talk about Monet’s 

Garden. We know Garry is an excellent speaker and look forward to hearing about the topic. 

How pleasing it was to hear the Federal Minister for the Environment, Sussan Ley, 

announce that the Governors’ Domain and Civic Precinct are now on the National Heritage  

List. The area includes the first Government House, NSW Government House and Garden, 

NSW Parliament House, the Mint, the Domain, the NSW Supreme Court complex, Colonial 

Secretary’s Building and the NSW Treasury Building. They represent features and origins 

associated with the first years of the colony  of New South Wales and its transition from a   

small and isolated penal settlement to a more substantial ‘free’ settlement. In addition, the 

National Art School which was the old Darlinghurst Gaol has been placed  on  the  state  

heritage register. Its sandstone walls date back to 1822. 

Gill Whan 

Volunteer Party. Thank you to Miryam Rodriguez who takes all the photos. 
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Reminder 

Subscriptions are now due. The cost is still $15 single or $20 for a couple. Fees may be paid     

at the meeting, by mail to the Society’s Post office Box or by direct debit to the Society’s 

account, BSB 062:253, account number 00900831. Please include your name with your  

deposit. 

A Treasure from the Museum 

A Unique Collection of Birds’ Eggs 

 
In the Coxhead Room of Carss Cottage 

Museum stands an acquisition of  which  

the Society can be justly proud. In 1987  

the Society received a donation of a large 

collection of about 200 birds’ eggs mainly 

collected from the local area, particularly 

from Carss Park. The collection was 

assembled by Kogarah resident, Mr Albert 

Coleman, between 1900 and 1943. 

It was his lifelong hobby and  he 

had the eggs displayed in a specially made 

cabinet with drawers which increased in 

depth. The smallest eggs are on top with 

specimens increasing in size down to the 

lower drawers. The largest eggs are on the 

bottom. Each egg has its own  

compartment. The collection is 

meticulously labelled and catalogue 

numbers are listed in an accompanying 

notebook, enabling the eggs of each 

particular species to be identified. The 

eggs’ appearances are varied, mottled, speckled, coloured and white. 

Most of the collection was gathered from the local area before  the  Birds’ Protection 

Act made ‘bird nesting’ illegal. Sadly, many of the birds prevalent in Carss Park in the early 

1900s have now vanished from the local scene. 

For obvious reasons the egg cabinet in the museum is kept locked but the volunteers    

on duty will open it when asked to do so. This is a unique and valuable collection not seen in 

any other museum. 

---oo0oo--- 
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Answers: (1) David Unaipon (2) My Country (3) Frank Hurley (4) Miles Franklin (5) 1919 

(6) Patrick White (7) Sydney Opera House (8) Hamlet (9) True (10) b. 

What’s On 

 
March 11, 2021 AGM including Election of Officers and nominations for Life Membership. 

Peter Orlovich, former archivist at Kogarah Council, will speak on Kogarah 

Council Archives: A Treasury of Unique Sources. 

Raffle:     As well as our Lucky Door Prize at the AGM, there will be a special raffle. Our last 

speaker, Gillian Lewis from the Australian National Maritime Museum has kindly 

donated a family pass enabling two adults and three children (4 to 15 years) to visit 

the museum. The pass is valid until the end of 2021. 

March 22, Mondays at the Museum, Speaker John MacRitchie, Local Studies Librarian at 

Georges River Council, on St.George to the Rescue: Early Days of the St.George 

Ambulance Service. 

April 8, Our member, Dr Garry Darby an Art Historian, will speak on Monet’s Garden. 

Open Days at Tempe House: May 16, September 5, December 5. Our Society will conduct a 

book stall there on May 16th. More information in next Newsletter. 

IT4 Retirees: Georges River Council has made us aware of this service to help Seniors 

improve their skills in using electronic devices. Tuition is available either in group 

classes or one-on-one private lessons. For more information and the cost please 

contact Christine David on 0401 017 459. 

Exhibition at State Library of NSW until 18th April. Photos 1440 displays the best published 

and unpublished images by the Sydney Morning Herald photographers. 

The NSW Seniors Festival will take place from April 13th to 24th, 2021. 

---oo0oo--- 

 
Trivia Quiz 

This Quiz was taken from Open Book, the quarterly publication of the State Library of NSW. 

 
(1) Who is the writer and inventor on our $50 note? 

(2) What famous poem by Dorothea Mackellar was originally titled ‘Core of my Heart’? 

(3) Who was the official photographer on the Australasian Antarctic Expedition in 1911? 

(4) Stella Maria Sarah are the first names of which famous Australian author? 

(5) In what year did the State Library of NSW first close to the public due to a pandemic? 

(6) Who is the only Australian author to win a Nobel Prize for Literature? 

(7) The Sydney Tram Terminus was located on the site of which famous landmark? 

(8) The line ‘To be or not to be: that is the question’ comes from which Shakespearian play? 

(9) There are more Public Libraries than McDonald’s restaurants in NSW. True or False? 

(10) What term did ‘fake news’ replace mid last century? 

a) bogus, b) faked news, c) false news 
 



8  

1720 – 2020 An Uncanny Parallel 

The year 2020 will 

never be forgotten in 

Australian History as 

the time  when the 

global   pandemic 

COVID19 struck the 

world leaving  a 

momentous death  toll 

in its wake. 

However such a 

public health disaster 

was not  without  

parallel in world 

history for such events have occurred with uncanny regularity at intervals one hundred years 

apart. 

In 1920, one hundred years before the current COVID19 epidemic, the world was in   

the grip of a disastrous pandemic, the Spanish ‘Flu, which resulted in the deaths of millions. 

This has been written up in previous issues of our Newsletter. 

Yet, exactly 100 years before that, in 1820, there was a cholera epidemic sweeping 

through the Pacific Islands and Asia, but although it had a devastating effect on  those  

countries, it seemed that Australia was spared its lethal assault. In Australia there was  a 

different yet equally heart breaking malady spreading with fearful aggression. The Colony 

found itself in the grip  of a mysterious disease which proved fatal within a few days of a  

person contacting it. All this was before the days of the great medical discoveries made by 

scientists such as Louis Pasteur and although people realized some diseases were contagious,  

no one had any idea what caused them or how they spread. An account of the illness that hit 

Sydney in 1820 is described thus : 

 
“[In 1820] An epidemical catarrh prevailed throughout the Colony. Many families suffered 

severely from this strange complaint; there was hardly a house but what had  indisposition  

more or less dangerous …The symptoms of this disease were unaccountably varied. In many 

instances it evinced an attack in frantic cough accompanied by violent spasms. In others it 

produced a severe affection of the ear … abundant inflammation, extreme debility and intense 

pain…. Many were consigned to the grave in a few days … Great numbers of the poor 

Aborigines fell victim to this … severe distemper.”1
 

The epidemic subsided and it was to be another 100 years before pestilence again   

reared its ugly head in the form of the Spanish ‘Flu. 

 
Three hundred years ago, the year 1720 is generally regarded as the year when the last 

 

1 George Mackaness: A Chronology of Momentous Events in Australian History p.24 
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of the great plagues hit Europe. Just as  the 2020 pandemic spread  around Australia from a  

ship, The Ruby Princess, so the great plague of 1720 entered Europe via the port of Marseilles 

from a ship, Le Grand St.Antoine. The vessel was bringing a cargo of cotton bales and 

expensive silks from Lebanon and had called at several ports including Cyprus where the 

epidemic was raging. It is possible that the captain, Jean-Baptiste Chataud, was aware he had 

plague on board when eight of his crew died and were buried at sea. 

Marseilles already had quarantine regulations as there had been  seventeen  plagues 

since the time of Julius Caesar and the prospect of another was greatly feared. Members of the 

Sanitation Board inspected every incoming ship. Even if it was given a clean bill of health but 

had called at a suspect port, the ship was required to quarantine for 18 days at an off-shore 

island. Its healthy crewmen were sent to the largest quarantine site which was large enough to 

accommodate many ships’ crews at a time. Crewmen who were not well were sent to a more 

isolated place which was built on an island off Marseilles Harbour where they  were required   

to wait for 50 to 60 days to see if they developed any sign of plague. 

These regulations greatly disrupted commerce. Wealthy merchants and prominent 

burghers of the city of Marseilles had high investment in the cargo of the Le Grand St.Antoine 

and were anxious to have it landed. Determined to by-pass the port’s quarantine laws they   

made false declarations to prevent the ship being quarantined. 

As the ship was being unloaded the dockers unloading it began to fall ill and died very 

quickly, yet authorities still did not take heed of the danger of infection. Official reaction     

came too late when it was realized the disease was spreading across the city. A ‘cordon 

sanitaire’ was thrown around Marseilles. Braziers containing sulphur were set on fire all over 

the city in the belief that the fumes could kill the pestilence,  but it was  too late. The disease  

had escaped and was killing 1000 residents a day. 

Slaves were forced to gather up the corpses and throw them into pits where they were 

covered with quicklime. It is estimated that only 5% of these workers survived. 

Plague was spreading through France. Doctors had no solution to the dilemma. In 

Toulon where one third of the population had died, all travel outside the area was banned. A 

wall two metres high was built to keep people from leaving the  area  and  spreading  the 

disease. (Remnants of this wall can still be seen.) As a consequence, famine emerged. 

By early 1721 the daily mortality rate had decreased, but in 1722 there was a vicious 

resurgence. Finally in May 1722, exactly 2 years since the Le Grand St.Antoine had docked in 

Marseilles, the Government announced that the plague was over. The economy was in chaos. 

Trade was badly affected and over 100,000 people were dead. Jean-Baptiste Chataud, Captain 

of Le Grand St.Antoine, was found responsible for bringing  his plague ridden ship into port  

and was sentenced to 3 years’ gaol. 

There are many parallels between Government handling of the 1720 European plague 

and the 2020 Covid19 epidemic – quarantine, isolation, restriction of movement, commercial 

hardship, death – but in 2020 Australia, commercial interests were not allowed to override 

health and safety regulations. 

Pandemic disasters have overwhelmed the world in 1720, 1820, 1920 and 2020. 

Should the world brace itself for a further catastrophe in 2120? 
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KOGARAH HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC 

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR YEAR 2020-2021 

 

 

EXPENDITURE: $ 

Energy Australia 426.28 

Telstra 609.75 

Insurance and Affiliations 509.00 

Museum Cleaning & Post Box 1,489.39 

Museum Expenses & book purchases 325.80 

Prizes, Petty cash, Donations, Catering and Coach Trips 2451.00 

Newsletters and Postage 1901.52 

Administration, Equipment and Publications 4143.68 

Total 11,853.00 

 

INCOME: 

 

$ 

Annual Subscriptions 1,498.00 

Museum Admission - Sundays 822.15 

Groups, Mondays at the Museum 707.00 

Christmas Lunch, Outings 1,190.00 

Publications, book sales 165.00 

Thursday raffles 238.00 

Debit fixed deposit and Interest from IBD 11,085.88 

Grants and donations 498.16 

Total 16,204.19 

 

Signed 

 

 

David Shaw 

CPA 1443198 

NB: Originals held by Secretary 



11 

 

KOGARAH HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC 

RECONCILIATION STATEMENT 2020-2021 

 

 

 

Balance at Bank as at 1 February 2020 5,136.93 

Add Income to 31 January 2021 16,204.19 

Total 21,341.14 

 

Less Expenditure from 31 Jan 2020– 31 Jan 2021 

 

11,853.00 

Total 9,488.14 

 

Bank Balance as per statement 31 January 2021 

 

9,488.14 

Fixed Deposits at St George Bank 50,000.00 

 

 

 

 

 

I have audited the records of Kogarah Historical Society Inc. and in my opinion 

the records are well kept and the financial statements drawn up for the period 

01–02-2020 to 31–01-2021 reflect fairly the position of the organisation. 

 
Signed 

 

 

David Shaw 

CPA 1443198 

 
NB: Originals held by Secretary 
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How Times have changed! 
 

 
A 19th Century Harvest: Wheat was sown by the first settlers in 1788 but it wasn't until the area beyond the Great Dividing 
Range was opened that it was established as an industry. Wheat was originally labour intensive with the cutting and 
stacking as seen in the picture done by hand. In 1843 John Ridley invented a stripper which stripped the ears and threshed 
the grain from the heads. The industry was further automated by the invention of McKay’s Harvester in 1884 which was 
considered to have reduced harvesting costs by two thirds. (Picture from the collection of Beryl Butters). 

 
 
 

A 21st Century Harvest: Wheat is now harvested by sophisticated machinery and moved in heavy trucks to the silos. 
Harvesting is no longer labour intensive and requires less workers all of whom need greater skills. 


