
1 
 

Kogarah Historical Society Inc 

Carss Cottage Museum - Carss Park 
Postal Address PO Box 367, Kogarah 1485 

www.kogarah.historicalsociety.com.au  
 

Patron: Kevin Greene, Mayor President: Gill Whan (9546 4623) 

Newsletter 
July/August, 2021 

Volume 13 No.3 

 

Members in the historic Wesleyan Chapel during the Hawkesbury Bus Trip April 2021. See Story Page 7. 

 

Meetings and Speakers 
Thursday, July 8th, 2021 Thursday, August 12th , 2021 

David Short, Volunteer RFDS, John Lanser, Australasian 
The Royal Flying Doctor Service  Pioneers Club, The Dunbar Disaster 

Our meetings start at 2 pm in the School of Arts, Bowns Road/Queens Avenue, Kogarah, 

with the speaker. This is followed by afternoon tea and a chance to mingle with other 

members. A short business meeting follows. Apologies for non-attendance at meetings 

should go to Gill Whan (0439 667 843). Visitors are always welcome. 

Find us on Facebook 

http://www.kogarah.historicalsociety.com.au/


2 
 

Welcome New Members 

This month we are happy to welcome Merlene Carr. We hope you have a long 

and happy stay with Kogarah Historical Society. 

 

 

Sunday Museum Roster 
Opening Hours 1 pm – 4 pm (Winter), 1 pm – 5 pm (Summer) 

July August 

4th Anne Williams & Rob.McGarn 1
st
  Wendy Agzarian & Elaine Filewood 

11
th 

 Pat Young & Cheryl  Bell 8
th  

 Adele Ryan & Joe Spinelli 
18

th
 Gill Whan & Jackie Colonelli 15

th
 Gill Whan & Fiona Johnstone 

25
th  

Adele Ryan & Harvey Langford 22
nd

Miryam & Niver Rodriguez 

29
th

 Cath & Leo Sullivan 

Problems: If you need to exchange days on the regular roster, please try to do so among 

yourselves, otherwise contact Wendy Agzarian (0402 136 147). 

Emergency volunteers – Barbara Davids (9389 6742), Heather Campbell (9553 9914) 

Margaret James (0411 252 887), Cath & Leo Sullivan (9579 6149). 

 

Committee 2021 (*denotes Executive) 
President* Gill Whan Ph.0439 667 843 
Vice President* Adele Ryan Ph.9529 6730 

Secretary* Gill Whan Ph.0439 667 843 

Treasurer*     Anne Williams     Ph.0425 215 589 
Public Officer* Robert McGarn Ph.0425 706 579 

 

Committee: Wendy Agzarian, Barbara Davids, Glynn Pulling, Pat Young, Beverley 

Earnshaw, Elaine Filewood, Cath Sullivan. 

 

Committee Meeting Dates 

July 5th (Monday) Beverley Earnshaw, 15 Hamer St, Kogarah Bay (9546 1091) 

August 9th (Monday) Pat Young, 15 Culver St, Monterey (9593 1898) 
 
 

Mondays at the Museum 

Our next meeting of Mondays at the Museum will be on July 26, 2021 when the 

speaker will be James Kelly, Bachelor of Laws. James will speak about Retirement 

Villages/Accommodation Issues. 

The meeting starts at 10 am at Carss Cottage with morning tea, followed by 

the speaker. Cost $5.00. To book ring Adele Ph.9529 6730. 

We are now able to offer Credit Card facilities at the Museum. There will also 

be an increase in the Sunday entry fee to $3 per person and a new rate of $6 for 

families. Entry fees for children remain at 50 cents, under school age free.  

As usual, members of the Society may visit the museum free of charge. 

The new fees will apply from July 1
st
. 
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Making Money! 

Building the Sydney Mint (1853-1926) 

 
The grand sandstone building in Macquarie Street, 

Sydney, originally built as the ‘Rum Hospital’ now 

has heritage status. It was commissioned by 

Governor Macquarie in 1813, and its erection left in 

the hands of Garnham Blaxell, D’Arcy Wentworth 

and Alexander Riley. It is the oldest public building    

in Sydney. 

It first served as the convict hospital and 

dispensary, but convict transportation from Britain to 

New South Wales ceased in 1840 after which the 

building became an infirmary. It also provided 

accommodation for military personnel and for a 

while was the home of Jonathan Croft, the first 

grantee of the Carss Estate, who lived there with his  

wife and 13 children. But in later years and well into the 20
th

 century the public referred to 

the building as ‘THE MINT’. This was because it was here that money was first minted in 

Australia. 

Gold was first panned at Summerhill Creek NSW on February 12, 1851 and 

subsequent discoveries were made soon after in Victoria. However, nothing could be done 

with the raw gold until it was turned into a useable article, preferably money. Gold was at 

first shipped to England to be minted into sovereigns and half sovereigns at the Royal Mint, 

before being returned to Australia. This meant that miners were forced to sell their gold to 

shipping agents at a discount. 

A proposal to establish a mint in Australia was brought before the Legislative Council 

in November 1851 by Mr J.Martin whose electorate of Cook & Westmoreland included the 

gold fields. (Martin ultimately became Premier of NSW and it is after him that Martin Place 

is named). The Legislative Council petitioned the Imperial Government for a mint to be set 

up in NSW and Queen Victoria acceded to the request in 1853. 

It was first proposed to build the Mint in Bridge Street, Sydney, but it was later 

decided that the site of the old Rum Hospital in Macquarie Street would be more appropriate. 

Behind it was a large open space where a factory could be set up to process the gold. 

Before the site of the new mint was settled, plans were drawn up for its construction. 

The military staff officers were evicted and the old Rum Hospital converted into the mint 

offices and staff quarters for mint personnel. In the front enclosure would be a guard room 

and police station. 

Constructed at the rear of the existing premises would be a huge factory for 

processing the gold and converting it to coin. It was to be a high security building with 

infrastructure of iron. In Australia at that time there were no foundries capable of carrying out 

such a massive undertaking. Therefore the building was prefabricated. All components had to 

be brought from England, including the iron framework, girders, trusses, roofs (including 

slates), windows, doors and other fixtures. Captain Edward Ward, formerly of the Royal Mint 

in London and the Royal Engineers was appointed Deputy Mint Master to oversee the 

project. Assembling these items in Australia would again be a massive undertaking, and 

Joseph Tricket, formerly Clerk of Works in the Royal Engineers was sent out to supervise. 
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The Mint as it is today 
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The personnel required to assemble the Mint in Australia were carefully selected from 

the Royal Corps of Sappers and Miners to work under the direction of Captain Ward. He 

designed the buildings and stayed in England to oversee production and order equipment. 

Ward was to be titled ‘Deputy Master’ and subordinate only to the Master of the Royal Mint 

in London. He ordered that those men selected should be of exceptional character and all 

have the trades of masons, carpenters, bricklayers, quarrymen, metal workers including a 

caster and intelligent office men. This party of one sergeant and 15 rank & file was seconded 

by Royal Warrant from the Royal Engineers and brought in small groups to the Royal Mint to 

learn the workings. The rest of the regiment went to New Zealand to fight in the Maori 

Wars
1
. 

This was a new venture on a scale never before attempted in NSW. To familiarize the 

men in the assembly of such a high security building, there was a ‘trial run’. The army first 

erected the whole project in the grounds of the Royal Arsenal at Woolwich. The building 

measured 200 feet by 150 feet. Every component was then marked with a number and the 

structure taken down for shipment to NSW. The first shipment was loaded aboard the Maid of 

Judah which sailed carrying Joseph Tricket and the military men with their wives and 

children. Iron houses were also brought out for them and erected in the Domain. Once in 

Australia the number of workers would be supplemented by men from the military regiment 

then stationed in New South Wales. 

Stone for the building was quarried in the outer domain and a contract was let to local 

bricklayers, Messrs Ilett & Rabbage, to build a 20 foot industrial chimney, the contract to be 

complete in 5 months. 

The machinery for the Mint was manufactured by Joseph Taylor of Birmingham. To 

name just a few of the items supplied were two steam engines, four rolling mills, two cutting 

out presses, crushing mills, a forge, fittings for 6 melting furnaces, pulleys 14, 16 & 18 inches 

in diameter for driving the screw cutting lathe. Items from other suppliers included 10 tons of 

slates, 16 columns, girders, acid, chemicals, copper nails and glass. In 1854 ship after ship 

arrived carrying items for the new Sydney Mint. There were office clocks, lavatories, sinks 

and stoves – items not manufactured in Australia – which were shipped aboard Spirit of the 

Age. 

Next came the scales and balances, the fireproof safes, doors for the strongholds and 

assay equipment. Lastly, the most intensely secured item of any arrived, the dies for casting 

the gold coins. 

The Mint buildings were arranged around a quadrangle. The southern wing (facing 

Macquarie Street) provided the offices and staff accommodation. To the east were the engine 

& boiler rooms, the coining and rolling rooms and the Superintendent’s Office. On the north 

side was the melting house and storage room while on the western side was the carpenters’ 

and fitting shop. 

So with furnaces cranked up, cauldrons smelting gold dust from the diggings into 

liquid gold and noxious fumes from the industrial chimney belching into the town, work 

began to produce Australia’s first gold coins. Immediately there was an outcry from doctors 

at Sydney Hospital as the mouth of the chimney was in a direct line with the windows of the 

infirmary. The chimney had to be taken down and replaced with one 60 feet high. 

The Sydney Mint opened on May 14, 1855 and the first delivery of coins took place 

on June 23, 1855. 
 

 
 

1
 Muster Roll WO11 
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In the 19
th

 and early 20
th

 century, it was customary for those who could afford it to give a 

new baby a ‘birth sovereign’, minted in the year of its birth. The custom fell away when 

sovereigns were taken out of circulation. 

Advertisements in the Sydney Press encouraged miners to sell their gold directly to 

the Mint rather than let gold agents handle it. The western goldfields were a bountiful source 

of gold. On the unprotected mountain road bushrangers were having a field day and there was 

a pressing need for a safe and secure means of getting the gold to Sydney. 

A heavy duty gold escort coach was designed by Architect Edmund Blackett
2
. It was 

fitted with arms racks and heavy iron chests for the gold. The gold escort left for Sydney once 

a week from outside the Commissioner’s tent on the western goldfields. It was drawn by four 

swift horses and escorted by four heavily armed troopers, two in front and two riding behind. 

A Sergeant sat beside the driver with a shotgun across his lap whilst inside the coach was 

another armed guard. The coach ran through at night when all the teamsters had pulled their 

drays off the road and people headed for the diggings had made camp for the night. The Gold 

Escort was in service before the Mint was built, its first arrival in Sydney from the goldfields 

was on July 24, 1851
3
. There was a strong safe in the Police Office to secure the gold. Later, 

if the coach was late getting into Sydney and the Mint was closed for the night the police 

office protected the gold until morning. The Mint building was always secured by a military 

guard of one Corporal and 6 privates. 

During the first five years the Mint’s annual coin output averaged over £1,000,000 

while the amount of raw gold exported from NSW declined sharply
4
. At first there was a 

resistance to the acceptance of the Sydney minted sovereigns. For the first ten years they 

were legal tender only in Australia, New Zealand and Tasmania. In 1868 they were 

recognized as legal tender in other British Colonies and were not accepted in Britain until 

February 1886. 

The Sydney Mint issued its first run of Imperial bronze coinage in 1868 (penny, 

halfpenny, farthing) and Imperial silver coin in 1879. The Mint operated continuously for 71 

years, but it closed in January 1927. By that date the buildings were run down, the equipment 

was ageing and two other more profitable Mints had opened in Melbourne and Perth. The last 

half-sovereign was minted in 1918 and the last sovereign in 1931. 

Parts of the factory complex behind the old Rum Hospital were demolished in 1927 

and the remainder refurbished for Government use. People still refer to the elegant stone 

edifice facing Macquarie Street as ‘The Mint’ without realizing this housed only the offices. 

The forge, the furnaces, the smelting, the cauldrons of liquid gold, the rolling mills, the 

cutting out presses were safely secured ‘out the back’ under heavy guard. 

During its years of operation the Sydney Mint processed 1200 tons of Colonial gold 

and produced 150,000,000 sovereigns.
5
 

Beverley Earnshaw 2021 
 

 

 
 

2
 Blackett papers Sydney University. Blackett’s work diary June 25, 1851 

3
 Blacket Op.Cit. 24.7.1851 

4
 AONSW Guide No.13:Preamble to catalogue of the Royal Mint, Sydney 

5
 Material for this article is mainly drawn from AONSW 2//763-766 ‘Registered Documents Royal Mint’. These 

volumes provide details of the mint machinery, building materials imported from England, contracts with 

successful tenderers, shipping details, bills of lading and personnel. 
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Vale Jim Nicol 

Answers: 1. Djakarta: 2. Kiribati: 3. Tel Aviv: 4. Ho Chi Minh City: 

5. New York: 6. Zimbabwe: 7. Zambia: 8. Hawaii: 9. St Petersburg: 

10. Mumbai: 11. Istanbul: 12. Tahiti 

Vale Jim Nicol 
We are sorry to note the passing of our member, Jim Nicol, on May 29

th
, 2021. Jim was a 

valued and respected member of our Society and we extend our sincere sympathy to his 

relatives. 

 

A “Foreign” Institution in New South Wales – The Sydney Mint (Town & Country Journal) 

1. Front View Macquarie Street: 2. Smelting Room – casting gold bars: 3. The Coining Presses: 

4. The Rolling Mills. 

---oo0oo--- 

 

Trivia Quiz 

Old Name / New Name 

These places from the past now have a different name. What are they called now? 
 

1. Batavia 7. Northern Rhodesia 

2. Gilbert Islands 8. Sandwich Islands 

3. Joppa (or Jaffa) 9. Leningrad 

4. Saigon 10. Bombay 

5. New Amsterdam 11. Constantinople 

6. Southern Rhodesia 12. Otaheite 
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Kogarah Historical Society2021 

Local History Awards 

Kogarah Historical Society is pleased to announce its third Local History essay competition 

for the purpose of encouraging research and recording events in our district’s past. Entries 

should focus on any aspect of the history of the Kogarah or Georges River Council 

area and can include environmental heritage, built heritage, events and personalities. 

Terms and Conditions 

1. Entries must be in English, unpublished, and be the original work of the entrant. 

2. Word length is not restricted, but preferably should not exceed 3000 words. 

3. Entries should provide references and captioned illustrations are encouraged. 

4. Entries must be typed on A4 size pages, presented loose leaf, unbound or sent 

by electronic PDF. 

5.  The author’s name should not be on the manuscript. A separate cover sheet 

should be included with the title of the entry and contact details for the author. 

All entries will be acknowledged by email or by telephone if no email is given. 

6. Copyright remains with the author, but Kogarah Historical Society reserves the 

right to publish winning entries in our newsletter and place selected entries on 

our Website. 

7. Entries should be sent to The Secretary, Kogarah Historical Society, PO Box 367, 

Kogarah, 1485, be handed in at our monthly meeting or emailed to 

info@kogarah.historicalsociety.com.au. Entries must be in the hands of 

the receiving officer by 11 November 2021. 
 

Eligibility to Submit 
 

The award is open to all persons over the age of 15 years and welcomes submissions 

from members and non-members, residents and non-residents of Georges River area. 

1. A first prize of $1000 will be awarded and a $500 runner-up prize 

2. Independent judges will be appointed and the judges’ decision shall be final 

3. No entries will be returned and essays submitted will be housed, catalogued 

and indexed by our Local Studies Library 

4. Presentation of prizes will take place at the Society’s meeting 10 February 2022 

 

Further inquiries: Contact Gill Whan (Ph 0439 667 843) or Adele Ryan (Ph 0444 566 329) 

 

 

 

 

 

PS:  The Awards were launched at the June meeting by Thomas Koruth, Manager of Georges 

River Council Library Services.  The Leader attended and a photo and article appeared in the 

Leader the following week. 

mailto:info@kogarah.historicalsociety.com.au
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Bus trip to Wisemans Ferry & the Old Convict Road (Great North Road) 

 
The Kogarah Historical Society held its first excursion for 2021 with 20 members who 

boarded the St George Community Bus from Carss Park at 9am on Thursday 15th April. 

Our friendly driver took us through a maze of freeways to Dural and beyond. At 

Wiseman's Ferry we crossed the river on the toll free ferry which is operated privately under 

contract to NSW Roads and Maritime Services. The crossing is 366 metres and only takes 4 

minutes! 

We were guests of the Dharug and Lower Hawkesbury Historical Society at 

Gunderman, which welcomed us with a sumptuous morning tea on the Society's own 

property. Sitting in the sun enjoying the perfect weather we marvelled at the view. 

Commonly known as the 'Forgotten Valley" this amazing countryside feels like a place back 

in time. 

We had a talk in the beautiful heritage listed former Wesleyan chapel (1855) now 

owned by the Dharug Historical Society. The Dharug and Lower Hawkesbury Historic 

Society leased the premises from the Uniting Church in Australia in 1984. In 1986 they 

received a Bicentennial Grant, which together with substantial fundraising allowed for the 

purchase of the property. The Chapel and grounds are used for meetings, social events and 

are part of historic tours conducted in the area. The Chapel also has services conducted on 

request. 

It was time to get on the bus again and head for the start of a section of the Great 

North Road - the convict built road, built to connect Sydney to Newcastle.   Up to 720 

convicts worked on the Great North Road and built stonework including buttresses, culverts, 

bridges and 9-metre-high retaining walls. The road was completed in 1836. 

Our hostess for this tour was Barbara Appleton from the Dharug and Lower 

Hawkesbury Historical Society, and her son, Wesley, who oversees tours on this section of 

the road, was an excellent guide. Some agile members walked about a kilometre up the hill 

and marvelled at various plaques, statues and artefacts marking important sites on the road. It 

was worth the effort just to appreciate the natural beauty, the amazing colours of the stone 

cliffs as well as acknowledging the sheer hard and physical labour of the iron gangs. 

After so much fresh air and local history our lunch was well earned. We returned to 

Wisemans Ferry village for lunch at the local inn. We had the perfect outdoor spot 

overlooking the river and rolling hills in the distance. The Inn formally Cobham Hall was 

Solomon Wiseman's grand old home. It was built in the late 1820s and forms part of what is 

now called the Wisemans Ferry Inn Hotel. The 'Cobham Hall Museum' upstairs from the pub 

was well worth a visit. Time was too short and we would have loved to see more. Again, our 

friendly bus driver drove a well satisfied if weary group home reaching Carss Park after 5pm. 

We all agreed it was a fantastic day out learning so much of our colonial history, the 

convict road and Solomon Wiseman.  Most of us agreed that a return visit is a must. 

Adele Ryan 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Uniting_Church_in_Australia
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A sunny morning tea outside the Chapel 

 

 

The Gallipoli Tree 

Nomination for Historic Plaque 

A hearty lunch at the Wisemans 

Ferry Inn 

 

Each year the Georges River Council plans to erect five new 

historic plaques (one in each ward) to commemorate historic or 

noteworthy events, places or personalities from the district’s 

past. Last year our Society nominated the reserve opposite 

St.George Private Hospital to be named after Nurse Edith Blake. 

This was accepted and the plaque is now in place. 

Nominations for 2021 are now open and the Society has 

nominated “The Gallipoli Tree”. This tree was grown from a 

seed brought back from Gallipoli. The tree was donated by the 

Corry family and planted on the Elizabeth Corry Reserve in 

Wyee Street, Kogarah Bay by Elizabeth’s son, the late Lawrence 

(Lawrie) Corry, supervised by Kogarah Council staff. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Gallipoli Tree 

Elizabeth Corry after whom the reserve is named was an Aboriginal lady, wife of War 

Veteran Cyril Corry, and lived in a war service home in Souter Street, Kogarah Bay. She was 

also a founding member of Kogarah Historical Society. 

In 1920 the Commonwealth took over vacant land in Payten Street, Souter Street and 

Park Road to establish a War Service Homes Cluster. It was to be the second War Service 

Homes Estate in NSW, the first being at Canterbury. The War Service Homes Commission 

was established in 1919 specifically to construct houses and provide low interest loans for 

returned personnel from World War I. The houses constructed by the Commission had a 

distinctive style based on Colonial Revival and Californian Bungalow designs. Those in 

Payten Street and Park Road were uniformly of rendered or face brick with hipped roof, terra 

cotta tiles and a flat roofed verandah supported by pairs of rendered classical style columns. 

They were designed having disabled veterans in mind, with wide bi-fold front doors to 

provide wheelchair access. Because of their sturdy construction many of these homes have 

not been demolished but modified almost beyond recognition. 

A historic plaque beside “The Gallipoli Tree” would preserve the memory of the 

Kogarah Bay War Service Homes Estate and the worthy occupants who lived there one 

hundred years ago. 
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President’s Page 

It is hard to believe that already we are half way through the 

year and our speaker program. 

In July David Short will be the presenter at the School 

of Arts and will tell us about the history of the Royal Flying 

Doctor Service. We will be inviting you to make a donation at 

the meeting, to go to the RFDS. 

They do some wonderful work. When I first came to Australia in 

1958 I did a tour with some other nursing friends and I remember 

how fascinated we were by Flynn of The Inland and the concept of a 

Flying Doctor! We were amazed at the vast expanses that we saw as 

we drove (in an old van) across Queensland, up to Darwin and then 

down to Port Augusta. 

This edition of the newsletter has a major article on the Building of the Sydney Mint 

based on research done by Beverley Earnshaw when she worked for the Historic Houses 

Trust. I think you will enjoy it. 

Our Society does not join many other associations, the exception being the Royal 

Australian Historical Society with whom we are affiliated. Their latest newsletter gives 

information on the Annual Conference for 2021 which will be 6/7 November in Bathurst with 

the theme History on Track. We do try and have someone attending the conferences and 

Bathurst could be an incentive for this year. 

We have a number of other Historical Societies that we keep in touch with by 

exchanging newsletters and although most have turned to emailed editions, a copy is always 

printed out and made available for you to look at, or even borrow, at the School of Arts 

meetings. Mudgee HS for instance sends us The Muse. This year marks the 200
th

 anniversary 

of the first European discovery of Mudgee with their bi-annual Fair in early October. 

On the weekend of 15/16 May, the Society had a bookstall in conjunction with Open 

Day at Tempe House. We were in the Magdalen Chapel where we heard the Sing Your Heart 

Out Choir perform. Visitors had plenty to choose from, talks by Wes Fairhall on Lydham 

Hall, Olga Sednova on Tempe House after Sparke and Anne Field on Moorefield Racecourse. 

Don Kibble had excellent sketches on display and continued to sketch the day’s events. Wes 

Fairhall and Laurice Bondfield conducted tours and there was Jazz on the Lawn. The next 

Open Day is in September and Beverley Earnshaw will be a speaker – a date for your diaries. 

Our 2021 History Awards competition is now underway and I do hope we 

are going to receive a record number of entries on many varied subjects. 

There is a wealth of history in our area that can be drawn together and so 

many famous/infamous or just notable characters that could be written up. 

The closing date for entries is 11 November.   This year we are offering just two prizes - 

$1000 and $500 for the runner up.  It is open to everyone over the age of 15 years. 

For those interested in art history, this is the 100
th

 year of the Archibalds. Overall 

32,000 entries have been received since 1921 and as well as this year’s display there is an 

additional ‘blockbuster’ called Archie 100: A century of the Archibald Prize. It will run from 

5 June – 26 September at the Sydney Art Gallery. 

Gill Whan 
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What happened to the Lord Wellington? 

At Mondays at the Museum on May 24 the speaker, Beverley Earnshaw, presented some 

stories of the female convicts who arrived in NSW aboard this ship. After the session, a 

question was asked “What happened to the Lord Wellington?” 

The Lord Wellington was launched in 1810 at Rochester UK. Her first voyage was to India 

under licence from the British East India Company before sailing to NSW with female 

prisoners. She was wrecked on December 17, 1822 on Anholt Reef while sailing from 

Saint Petersburg to London. Her crew, stores and cargo were saved and the wreck was 

eventually thrown up on to the shore of Sweden. 

What’s On 

July 1
st
   Thursday, Ann Williams has arranged a trip to the city by public transport. There 

will be a two hour conducted tour of St.Marys Cathedral. Lunch will be in 

the restaurant at the newly refurbished Australian Museum followed by an 

independent inspection of the museum. 

July 8    David Short, Volunteer, Royal Flying Doctor Service, will speak on The Royal 

Flying Doctor Service. There will be an opportunity at the meeting for voluntary 

donations to the Service. 

July 26   Mondays at the Museum, James Kelly, Bachelor of Laws.  All your questions 

answered on Retirement Villages andAccommodation Issues. 

Aug 12     John Lanser, Australasian Pioneers Club, “The 1857 Dunbar Disaster”. 
Until July 11 At Hurstville Museum & Gallery, In Sickness and in Health, Historic 

images of St.George Hospital from its beginning in 1894 as a small  

cottage hospital to a world class teaching hospital. 

 

New Treasures from the Museum 

Some of our members are ‘downsizing’ and are parting with some cherished items for which 

they have no further use. This is what Harvey and Velda Langford did recently and donated 

to the museum two items which had been brought out from England when they came. Thanks 

to Harvey and Velda we now have two items like those which would have been used in Carss 

Cottage in the 1800s. 

One was a lovely old brass and 

leather bellows that would have been kept 

by the open fire. The other was a brass 

toasting fork which had probably toasted 

lots of bread in its day. Both of these items 

are on display in the cottage kitchen. 

 

Our Treasurer, Anne Williams, has also moved and 

has given us a few more lovely items to add to the 

museum’s collection. They ranged from glass and 

silverware to ladies fashion accessories. Among the 

items which Anne came across was a charming 

antique chain mesh bag which can now be seen in one 

of our cabinets. 
 

 


