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inspiring museums and galleries in excellence

Our nominee for a volunteer of the year Imagine Award, Neil Gould, with KHS
President Phill Scott (story p.9 )

Meetings and Speakers
Thursday, February 12t Thursday, March 12t
Presentation of 2025 History Awards AGM & Election of Office Bearers
We hope the 11 entrants will be present 2026. Talk by Laurel and
plus our judges and sponsors. An event Bob Horton on Hurstville & Oatley

not to be missed.

Meetings start at 2 pm in the School of Arts, Bowns Road/Queens Avenue, Kogarah. This is
followed by afternoon tea and a chance to mingle with other members. No business meeting in
February as this is a special occasion. Visitors are always welcome. Apologies for non-attendance
at meetings should go to Adele Ryan (Ph.0444 566 329). If unanswered please leave a message.
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It’s that time of the year again
Subscriptions for 2026 are now due. You have a form to return with
your payment if you receive a hard copy of the newsletter or an
emailed form. Subscriptions can be paid by direct deposit to the bank
(BSB 062:253 Acc. 00900831) but please forward us the form in case
of any changes to your details.
Our rates are still $20 single and $30 for a couple.
We hope you will continue your membership and help us maintain
our activities and viability.
A calendar of events for the year will be available shortly.

Museum Roster
January February
4% Anne Williams & Cheryl Bell 1 Feb Wendy Agzarian & Margaret Matthews
11" Adele Ryan & Helen Gould 8" Feb Gill Whan & Fiona Johnstone
18" Gill Whan & Robert McGarn 15" Feb Adele Ryan & Yvonne Hawkins
25" Laurel & Bob Horton 22" Feb Miryam & Niver Rodriguez

Emergency List: Anne Field, Cath & Leo Sullivan, Tammy Hawkins (If you need to change your date,
please try to do it with another volunteer. Otherwise, contact Wendy Agzarian on 0402 136 407 or Gill

Whan on 0439 667 843)

Committee (* Denotes Executive)
President* Phill Scott Ph. 0400 964 253

Vice President® Adele Ryan Ph.0444 566 329

Secretary™ Gill Whan Ph.0439 667 843
Treasurer* Anne Williams Ph.0425 215 589
Public Officer* Robert McGarn Ph.0425 706 579
Committee Members: Wendy Agzarian, Glynn Pulling, Beverley Earnshaw, Pat Young, Helen Gould,

Laurel Horton.
Committee Meetings

February 9" (Monday) Helen Gould, 16 Dewrang Street, Carss Park (0417 404 565)
March 9™ (Monday) Adele Ryan, 5 Endeavour Street, Sans Souci (0444 566 329)

Welcome New Members
Welcome to Max Harrison who has joined the Society. We hope you have a long and happy
association with us Max.




Book Review: Kogarah War Memorial Olympic Swimming Pool. A
Grateful Community Remembers its Past.

Researched by Dr Darren Mitchell OAM M.ICOMOS August 2025

The Kogarah Bay Progress Association kindly presented us a copy of their new report
documenting the history of the Olympic pool at Carss Park. The report was assisted by
grants from the Commonwealth and NSW State Governments (supported by Kogarah RSL
Sub Branch). The report details the background to the commencement and the people and
organisations behind the 8-year concept to completion process. Drafting the report involved
interviews with many local identities (including our own Beverley Earnshaw), various
community organisations and researching across various sources (including the Kogarah

Historical Society Newsletter).

The report is an easy read and I would expect that most readers will excite over the many
anecdotes and records mentioned. I recommend all members take time to obtain a copy

and enjoy the memories.

Dr Mitchell explains that early lobby efforts were started by groups such as Carss Park

Amateur Swimming Club who first approached Council in 1958. Lobbying continued with
the help of others such as Carss Park Ladies Amateur Swimming Club and the Carss Park

Lifesaving Club. Each recognised that the old saltwater swimming enclosure (known by

many as the “mud hole” needed to be supported by a new 50-meter pool if our locals were
to reach international competition standards. It’s also pointed out how Australia as a whole,

was seeking to develop as a nation, leave memories of World War II behind and advance.
The Olympic Games for instance, did much to excite Australians as we competed and
achieved medals. A number of locals had been achieving much success in swimming. In
fact, Australia had been represented in earlier years by the likes of Fanny Durack, Myna
Wylie, Frank Beaurepaire and Andrew (Boy) Charlton. These people inspired ‘Aussies’ to
dream and construct a stronger nation.

The ”Carssy Pool” (a term used by local Bob Rollinson, and no doubt many other children
of the era) was opened for use in December 1965. Once Council had agreed to the concept,
fundraising really commenced with formation of a ‘100 Club’ and ‘200 Club’, approaching
local businesses and clubs for support. Ken Cavanough is recognised as a key driver in
these types of efforts and no doubt at a political level.

The Pool honours those who served in World War II and exemplifies the post-war

community that sought to move on to better times. It provides great reading and is well
researched.

Many thanks to the Kogarah Bay Progress Association and to Dr Mitchell for this wonderful
work.

Phill Scott

December 2025

NB: For copies of the report contact Phill on 0400 964 253 or phillscott@y7mail.com
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Bloomers or Bust

We have a new exhibition in the Carss Cottage Museum. It
is giving us a chance to display some items that we don’t
have the space to show normally, meaning they are usually
packed away. The display is about ladies’ fashions going
back to the mid-1800s, Beautiful underwear and some lovely
old skirts and jackets, a 1920s wedding dress and lots of
accessories. To tie it all together we borrowed outfits from
members to fill in the years up to the 1990s.

We have a lovely silk 1900 wedding dress which was worn
by Gill Whan’s grandmother and Gill’s 1970s yellow dress,
jacket and matching hat worn to the opening of the Federal Parliament in 1972. Also, Jackie
Collonelli’s 21st dress that is a classic 1990s big shouldered shiny synthetic blue/purple
number.

The underwear is all very fine white
cotton with beautiful embroidery and =
ribbons and demonstrates how
difficult it must have been for ladies
wearing heavy long dresses with £
skirts and bustles to get dressed ©
without help. One would need a =&
lady’s maid! The washing and ironing P e S v

of all these items would have been a major task too. Although most of the items have been
machine sewn, the amount of work in the underwear and the lovely jackets and skirts that we
have on display are a work of art compared to our day. The outerwear frequently has
pleating and ruffles and the attention to detail just in the buttons and button holes [of which
there are many] show that lots of time went into the making of every item.

How did they find these items when Sydney was first colonised and ladies wanted to keep up
with what was in fashion? Clothing and household items were essentials but many of these
things had to be shipped over from Britain. And if they were going to be homemade then
they needed to have styles to go by. Advertising was important. Lassetter’s catalogues were
the original ones. They could supply almost any need and give ideas from furniture to the
latest hats.

Advertising was a basic pen and black ink
illustration that could be easily printed and was the
way people could see and find what they needed.
So in our display on the walls of the Museum is a
history of advertising that was widely published in
catalogues and newspapers until the 1990s when
— they were superseded by photography and graphic
design. This method of advertising has now almost disappeared.

Wendy Agzarian- Bastock



2025 In Review
Mark Coure MP Annual Community Awards Presentation (Sept 2025)

1 It was rewarding to be invited to this annual presentation
held at Mortdale RSL. More rewarding was to see our Vice
President, Adele Ryan, together with other community
members being recognised for her volunteer work with the
Society.

I
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In Adele’s case, she has been an active member since
around 2007. She is nursing trained and worked in that area
24 for many years. She became Vice President about 5 years

ago and has contributed to Committee work in many ways.
Her support in marketing is particularly useful, as is her co-

— " ordination of Mondays at the Museum, held every second
month and her help with various other functions. Many people were put forward for an
award by local community organisations. Not all were accepted, thus making Adele’s
recognition all that more important. The presentations were made by Mark Coure himself,
(Mark being a Member of the NSW Legislative Assembly, Member for Oatley and also a
member of Kogarah Historical Society.)

I know that we have several other members deserving similar recognition and I look forward
to proposing another in 2026.

Thank you to Adele for her efforts and to Mark Coure for acknowledging worthy
community members in this way.

Preview to 2026 Speakers

Over the Christmas break, I’ve been busy sourcing speakers with topics of interest.
Thank you to those who have made suggestions and/or recommended topics.

During the coming year, you’ll hear from speakers ranging from quite distinguished
researchers to recognised authors and to some of our own members. Of course, some
speakers of repute are outside of our Society budget, so it gives me great satisfaction
whenever I receive a commitment to present to us. We should always remember that these

people give of their own time and some travel significant distances to Kogarah.
Some of the topics coming up include:

(1 Pearling (bring your pearls along ladies!),

(] the wife and mistress of an early governor,

O First Anzacs,

[J secretive military establishments and what went on,
(1 a missing first fleet piano,

(] bigamy in our early society, and,

(] some unknown facts about a Dog on a Tuckerbox.
And yes, there’s more to come, so standby.

Phill Scott

Dec 2025



Growing up in Bexley

by Anne Williams

My Mum and Dad first lived in the Eastern Suburbs together
with Dad’s parents, sharing one side of a very large house on
Bunnerong Road.

Dad purchased our first home, one of many to follow, in Gladstone
Street Bexley. I was about 6 or 7 and my sister three years younger,
a new baby came along about 3 years later. We lived there until the
year I began High School.

It was a typical suburban street of various Australian families, all
: \ the neighbours knew each other and I spent many hours riding my
scooter up and down the street, sometimes with my sister hanging on with her hands
around my waist, No safety gear, it would never be allowed today. We enjoyed hanging
out with friends and making cubby houses and mud pies and going to the lady, Mrs
Hillier, across the road who had a macadamia tree in her back yard. Armed with a
hammer, we had lots of nuts to eat. During the three School terms, I walked to Bexley

Primary School, up on Forest Road, later holding my sisters hand when she started Kindy.

When I was about 9 I remember there was a terrible day of very heavy rain, still very
dark and heavy when it was time to leave school to walk home. The school let
everyone out. We were walking down Harrow Road, on the right hand side and the
water was torrential. I held on to my sister’s hand for dear life. We weren’t the only
ones headed that way. By the time we got to our street the storm water drains were
high and overflowing with rushing water, we usually crossed there to the other side of
Gladstone St as we lived on that side. My sisters hand was reefed out of mine as we
started to cross, she was about to be swept away but thank Heaven my mum had come
down to meetus and between her and myself we saved my sister, from drowning.

We learnt later our sweet friend who lived further along Harrow Road, past the Bowling
greens, was drowned.

I remember when I began High School I left one morning from that house and came
home to our second home in Beaconsfield Street, just a few streets along, still off Harrow
Road. I had been working in the Christmas break at Coles up in Bexley shopping centre,
for pocket money. I used to walk home via Dunmore Street which was one of the
prettiest streets in Bexley, with large Federation style houses on huge blocks, lovely
garden etc, sandstone fences, then through Seaforth Park where we played every afternoon
on sea-saws, climbing monkey bars, hand swinging across from one side to the other and
upside down as well of course, we knew we just had to be home in time for tea.

Wonderful freedom to play in those days which soon ended as I matured and thought it
too silly. I was all grown up, going to school on the train to Burwood but I have always
had very fond memories of my childhood days in Bexley.



Dr Cheryl Bell

It was a lucky day for the Society when Cheryl Bell joined us in 2021. She
very quickly became an expert and willing volunteer at Carss Cottage
Museum and as an ex teacher is invaluable, especially when we have our
young visitors.

We have to share her with her extensive and prolonged travels. She has
now visited 81 countries exploring and experiencing the scenery, the
different cultures, the archaeology and the arts. She has her favourite
places naming Antarctica as one for its scenery, its animals and the

o penguins. Deception Island she describes as like a painting — it is a
volcanic 1sland with black sand dunes and white snow and Paradise Bay has the bluest water
imaginable.

In Africa she was photographing the Ngorangora crater, sitting with a
cup of tea and biscuits until a monkey stole the biscuits. As she left
Ngorangora as a passenger in a 4WD along a narrow road with tall
grass thicket either side, a big male elephant appeared and bolted

across their path, very close to the car. They were stunned and amazed
that they escaped harm!

Her travels have broadened since they started, when she and her husband Scotty left their jobs and
went camping for 4 months through Europe, sleeping in a small van. The latest trips have been to
The South Caucasus countries, Armenia, Georgia and Azerbaijan where she soaked up the scenery
and the culture, enjoying the friendliness of the people, the food and the dancing. but after hearing of
the struggles the people had endured in Soviet times, and even now to preserve their rights and
freedoms, returned with an increased appreciation of the freedoms we have in Australia.

Cheryl was born in Greenacre (Bankstown) in a working class area in 1953. Her mother was a
housewife who came from Glenn Innes - a property that bred Border Leicester sheep. Her father
grew up in Gunnedah, his parents lived in a Pioneer Slab Hut with a wood chip heater. She has happy
memories of apple pies! Her mum and dad met in the City where her father became a Chamber
Magistrate. Cheryl attended Strathfield South Primary and High School. She was in the top three in
the state for English, History and Spanish and was accepted into Sydney University graduating in
1974 with a BA and a Dip Ed.

I think I can safely say that she has had an illustrious career and is still working. Secondary teaching
took her first to Pendle Hill, Girraween, Bankstown Girls and then Moorefield Girls where she was
the Head Teacher for History. She found she particularly enjoyed teaching girls and helping them
broaden their horizons and be more ambitious in looking for a career. She brought in business
people to assist and had a Women in Business Day. She then became Deputy Principal of Kingsgrove
North HS, where she focused on vocational education, job skills and Tafe and then was appointed
Principal at Sarah Redfern High School at Minto Campbelltown. This was a different area and she
found it a ‘tough’ place. From 2001-2007 she took up a consultancy with the NSW State Dept of
Education. She introduced Awards for Quality Teaching and wrote a program for training teachers.
In 2007 after studying part time for seven years at UTS she received a Doctorate of Education —
having recognised that one of the problems in education was encouraging quality people to take on
leadership positions she focused her research on “strategies to help experienced teachers to become

leaders”.
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She then became a lecturer and tutor at UTS, the UNSW, Uni of Sydney and Notre Dame. She still
does this for UTS and is a tertiary supervisor supporting practice teachers in the classroom. As I
said, an illustrious career.

On the personal side, she met her husband in 1971. He had come to Australia from Scotland with the
Big Brother Movement (there’s another story). They married in 1979 and had 43 years together.
Travel is not her only love/hobby — she is a frequent theatre attendee and works hard at keeping fit
despite some health problems.

We hope she is enjoying her involvement with the Society as much as we enjoy her membership and
hope it continues for many years.
(Gill Whan from an interview with Cheryl in 42 degree heat!)

---00000---

GPO Heritage Tour

This grand old building is the site for our first tour for 2026 on
Thursday 19 March. It is now the Fullerton Hotel at 1 Martin Place
and our tour will start at 11.45 am and last for 1 % hours. Free. Meet
in the foyer at 11.30 am. There are steps, but also lifts between
floors. Lunch at own expense afterwards, venue to be decided. Let
Helen Gould know if you are coming. Fine to tell her at the
February or March meeting or you can ring on 0417 612 952.

Miles Franklin

We were concerned when our statue disappeared for a while during a
streetscape upgrade but it is now back in MacMahon Street Courtyard,
Hurstville.

For theatre lovers, you will be interested to hear that My Brilliant
Career has been made into a musical, playing in Melbourne at
present and coming to Sydney in March 2026

Did you know? Miles Franklin volunteered with the Scottish Women’s
Hospitals in WW1 and served during the Serbian campaigns in 1917-18. She worked as a cook
and a matron’s orderly in a 200 bed tent hospital.

Stop press! We have just confirmed Pauline Curby, author and Publications Officer of
Sutherland Shire Historical Society as the speaker for our first Monday at the Museum on
Monday 23 March starting at 10 am.

Pauline will introduce you to the Sutherland Shire Historical Society’s latest

publication. Woolooware, a grand position is the story of a Sydney suburb that is sometimes
overshadowed by its better-known neighbours. At a time when Woolooware is on the cusp of
dramatic change, it is timely to look back at its history and discover how a place where no one
stayed for long became a suburb from which residents seldom move.

Books will be on sale for $20 each.




Imagine Awards

On Wednesday 26 November 2025, President Phill Scott and members Neil
and Helen Gould attended the annual NSW Galleries and Museums
Imagine Awards held at The Refectory at Sydney University. We
nominated Neil in the Volunteer of the Year category for his work on
the Carss Cottage Museum website which details the items on display in
the museum and which is ongoing.

The event began at 5.30 with drinks and nibblies as attendees arrived - the main award
ceremony began at 6.30. There were a large number of categories covering displays, events
and exhibitions from large institutions with paid staff (such as the Australian and Chau Chak
Museums) to small volunteer-run museums and galleries such as our own. There were five
nominees in the Volunteer of the Year category and the winner of this award was a lady from
Cooma Cottage (the home of explorer Hamilton Hume in Yass) who had over many years
organised displays and events as well as publicising and promoting the cottage throughout the
local area.

Although Neil did not win the award it was good for Kogarah Historical Society to be
represented at such a prestigious event and hopefully brings the work of our society and the
museum website to a wider audience.

(1)
(2)
)
(4)

()
(6)
(7)
(8)

)

Trivia Quiz

Explorers of the World
Which explorer travelled from Venice to China in the 13" Century?
Which maritime explorer discovered the sea route from Spain to India?
Whose exploration voyage was financed by the Queen of Spain?
Who led an exploration party which left the Darling Downs bound for Western
Australia and was never seen again?
On the ill-fated Kennedy expedition, only one man survived to rendezvous with the ship at
Cape York. Who was he?
Who was the first maritime explorer to circumnavigate Australia?
Which explorers were first to cross the Blue Mountains?
Which maritime explorer gave his name to the Strait at the Southern tip of South
America?
Who discovered Antarctica?

(10) Who was the first man to reach the South Pole?

(11) Who was the first man to reach the North Pole?

(12) Is the North Pole situated over land or water?

(13) Who was the Italian navigator after whom America was named?

ANSWERS:

(1) Marco Polo (2) Vasco da Gama (3) Christopher Columbus (4) Ludwig
Leichhardt (5) Jacky Jacky, the Aboriginal lad (6) Matthew Flinders (7) Blaxland
Wentworth & Lawson (8) Ferdinand Magellan (9) Fabian Gottlieb Billinghausen

(10) Roald Amundsen (11) The first undisputed expedition to reach the North Pole was
the airship, Norge, which overflew the area in 1926 with 16 men on board including the
expedition leader, Roald Amundsen. (12) Water (13) Amerigo Vespucci




What’s on in January and February 2026

Tues 20 January — Carss Park. Storytelling With Classical Guitar. Join Artist in Residence,
Meredith Connie at Carss Park Life Saving Hall for a workshop where music and art come
alive. Family-friendly. 10.30 am-11.30 am. $5.25. Bookings through Hurstville Museum &
Gallery.

Sat 31 Jan — Open Day at Hurstville Museum & Gallery. 10 am — 3pm. Free. Suits all family.
New exhibitions, live animal encounters with Raptor Reptiles, fun activities for everyone.

NSW Art Gallery — Dangerously Modern: Australian Women Artists in 1900s, - open until 16
February. Recommended

Royal Australian Historical Society (RAHS) — A day lecture on Wednesday 4 February 2026
at 1pm given by Angela Phippen on What You Didn’t Know about the Letters of Rachel
Henning. Letter written by Rachel Henning covering her experiences coming to and living in
Australia between 1853-1882 became a publishing phenomenon when they were published by
The Bulletin in 1951-52. Angela has been researching them as a State Library of NSW Visiting
Fellow in 2025. Free. At History House, 133 Macquarie Street.

Oatley Heritage & Historical Society — Wednesday 25 February at 10.15am in the Oatley
RSL Auditorium. A Presentation by Graham Fry on 100" Anniversary of electrification of the
first electric train service to Oatley Station.

Museums of History NSW (10 Macquarie St) - Daily in January 10 am-5pm -
Unearthed/Dig It — Become an archeologist at the Museum — unearth artefacts in a digitally
simulated excavation. A family-friendly experience.

Sydney Open Series — Saturday 24 January, various times — Heritage and Architecture Tours
of Kincoppal Rose Bay School. Visit the heritage-listed chapel designed by Horbury Hunt,
uncover the history, stunning architecture and hidden stories. Entry $45. Book tickets through
Museums of History.

State Library of NSW — 29 January, 6pm-7.15pm. Geraldine Brooks in Conversation with
Richard Glover. Part of the Sydney Writer’s Festival Program. Must register. $35, Conc $25.

Women’s Pioneer Society of Australia — 18 February, 11.30 for 12 midday lunch in the
Macquarie Room at RACA, 89 Macquarie Street. Speaker: Susannah Fullerton, acclaimed
author (of Jane Austen fame) speaking on her latest book ‘Great Writers & the Cats Who
Owned Them’. Bookings through Joy Dean on 0417 217 963. $75 guests.
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Didn't we have a loverly fimel!

i

Kim Cadogan Anne Williams & Gill Whan. Glynn Pulling Cl Kathryn Landsberry, our patron

T

Lucky door prizes, generously donated by our Committee & It was good to meet CI Oliver
Members. Dimoski, a sponsor for our
History Awards
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