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Our Tour Group on the stairs of the old GPO Bwldmg

Martin Place, Sydney See Story Page 6
Meetings and Speakers
Thursday, May 14t Thursday, June 11t
Sue Williams, Author - The Governor, Robert Nash, Historian - The Huguenots,
his wife and his mistress. The almost forgotten people.

Meetings start at 2 pm in the School of Arts, Bowns Road/Queens Avenue, Kogarah, with the
Speaker. This is followed by afternoon tea and a chance to mingle with other members. A
short business meeting follows. Visitors are always welcome. Apologies for non-attendance at
meetings should go to Adele Ryan (Ph.0444 566 329).
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Our Next Tour

On Thursday, May 21, we will visit
“Nutcote”, the beautiful home of author,
May Gibbs, at Neutral Bay. Our hired 21
seater bus will leave from Carss Park near
the Museum at 9.30. We will have a tour
then a lunch of tea, coffee & sandwiches
provided. Cost $55 per person inclusive of
transport and visit. Contact Helen on
0417612952 to book. Payment due at the
meeting.

Museum Roster

May June
3 Anne Williams & Robert McGarn 7" Wendy Agzarian & Cheryl Bell
10" Closed for Mothers Day 14™ Adele Ryan & Yvonne Hawkins
17" Gill Whan & Jacki Colonelli 21t Gill Whan & Fiona Johnstone
24" Helen Gould & Cheryl Bell 28" Miryam & Niver Rodriguez

31 Bob & Laurel Horton
Emergency List: Anne Field, Margaret Matthews, Cath & Leo Sullivan. (If you need to

change your date, please try to do it with another volunteer. Otherwise, contact Wendy
Agzarian on 0402 136 407 or Gill Whan on 0439 667 843)

Committee (* Denotes Executive)

President* Phill Scott Ph.0400 964 253
Vice President* Adele Ryan Ph.0444 566 329
Secretary* Gill Whan Ph.0439 667 843
Treasurer* Anne Williams Ph.0425 215 589

Public Officer* Robert McGarn Ph.0425 706 579

Committee Members: Wendy Agzarian, Glynn Pulling, Beverley Earnshaw, Pat Young,
Helen Gould, Laurel Horton.

Committee Meetings
May, 11t (Monday) Wendy Agzarian, 8/52 Menai Road, Bangor 0402136 147
June, 8" (Monday Long Weekend) Gill Whan, 11 Dewrang St, Carss Park 0439 667 843

Welcome New Members
This month we are happy to welcome three new members, Penny Johnston,
Pamela Herrick and Edward Cunningham. We hope you have a long and
enjoyable stay with the Society



Annual report 2025-26

One of the most positive aspects of a report of this nature, is that it
enables us to reflect on our achievements and challenges. | continue to
be amazed at the broad work of the Society and the pleasure it provides
to members, to schoolchildren visiting the museum and to the broader
community. All members, the Committee in particular, should be proud
of the outcomes.

Committee again reviewed the Strategic Plan and has a Plan of
Action (priorities) for the coming year. Many of our goals have been
achieved but there are still areas to work on. These include more
targeted marketing via local newspapers, community radio and local MP
newsletters. The outcome sought is increased membership, particularly
in the 50 to 60 y.o0. age group together with more museum visitors.

Membership is one hundred and ten at the time of writing. With
sadness, | confirm the passing of valued members such as Mavis Ward,
Margery Bennett, Julie Fitzimons, Joe Spinelli and Dick Goodfellow. (Olga Sedneva, a member
from earlier years also passed.) This reflects our need to continually attract active community
people.

The Society continues to monitor costs, but with the aim of balancing budget, rather than
achieving significant excess funds. This means we rely on grants and contributions to repair,
replace, or purchase new assets and equipment. Thankfully, most of our needs are simple with the
greatest reward being from member interaction, friendship and nostalgia. Committee respects that
some members are not ‘computer savvy’ and thus hardcopy newsletters and communications are a
must. We are committed to continuing to produce hard copies for those who do not have digital
access, but will seek their appropriate contribution.

Newsletters — Beverley Earnshaw, our Editor, continues to research and author articles.
We encourage all members to put their memoirs in text and submit for consideration. Each of us
holds key facts and memories that will enlighten or delight readers. The newsletter is your
opportunity to become part of written history. Other members who have done this in the past year
included Beverley Earnshaw, Gill Whan, Anne Williams, and Phill Scott. Other members
contributing information included Helen Gould and Wendy Agzarian.

Society Trips— Helen Gould strives to delight us with new locations and experiences.
Tours included ANSTO, Chau Chak Wing Museum and the Police and Justice Museum.

2025 History Awards — the Awards were largely coordinated by Gill Whan. Judges were
Historians Sue Castrique and Pauline Curby. The winner was titled A recipe for matrimonial
harmony? Looking back on gas cookery lessons in St George — Leonie Bell and runner-up A Man
of No Character: The Trials of Myles McRae by John MacRitchie. We were delighted to have 11
entries, including 3 from St George Girls High School student.

Georges River Council — The current Carss Cottage Museum lease ends in December
2026. Council will be compelled to call for fresh Expressions of Interest from the community. Our
Society will certainly respond accordingly to that, but we do understand it remains a competitive
process. Maintenance for the Cottage has been a concern due to continuing delay. We have been
assured by General Manager, David Tuxford, that relevant draft plans are currently under review
and we will be given a further update in early 2026.

The Society remains a member of Georges River Council’s (GRC) Seniors Reference
Group which entitles us to use the School of Arts without charge. We are also on the Council’s
Seniors Advisory Group. Gill Whan and Phill Scott are the respective representatives. The benefit
of involvement is the 2-way communication and the connection to other community groups. We
can contribute to Council’s community planning and raise issues of community concern. We also
become aware of other relevant matters affecting groups.

Once again, the Society manned a stall at the GRC Senior’s Expo held at Mortdale
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Community Hall. The range of organisations offering support and/or interesting activities was
impressive. We talked about the Society and handed out newsletters and our program of events to
quite a few attendees. The Carss Park leaflet translated into Mandarin was especially useful. We
connected with other stall holders and exchanged information. It was an excellent event and we
recommend members attend next year.

Committee had nominated Gill Whan (President for 5 years and Secretary for around 12
years) for an Australia Day Award. To see her recognised with an Order of Australia Medal
(OAM) brought great satisfaction. We successfully nominated Adele Ryan (Committee member)
for a Mark Coure Community Award. Again, so satisfying to see our hard-working members
recognised.

Councillor Kathryn Landsberry, (our patron) together with Councillor Natalie Mort and
Councillor Oliver Dimoski (all Blakehurst Ward) have been excellent supporters, attending key
functions and providing support for, or important funding for projects like the new display cabinet
and the history awards. Councillor Nancy Liu attended and supported at the History Awards.

Grants — Thanks to a grant from Georges River Council ($4,000) we were able to purchase
and install a new display cabinet. Discretionary funding from Councillor Landsberry ($1,000) and
Councillor Dimoski ($500) enabled the 2025 History Awards to be presented. Where possible we
look for grants to support projects.

The Museum — Wendy Agzarian (Curator) diligently works on new displays supported by
others such as Laurel Horton. The work of Neil Gould, as our L.T. in-house expert has been
crucial. The upgraded Cottage Website now provides a search, view and listen function for each
room and each item on display. It was a pleasure to attend the annual NSW Museums and Galleries
Image Awards and see Carss Park Cottage Museum named on the large screen for all to see.

Laurel Horton and Wendy Agzarian set up our latest exhibition called “What They Wore’
sourcing many of the items themselves.

We ran another successful Open Day in September 2025 and are currently planning the next
for April 2026.

Visits to the Museum from two Chinese groups from Campsie and Hurstville, Nelson
Grove Pemulway, Kogarah Community Services, Blakehurst Primary School Mortdale Primary
School, St Raphaels school, and a group from each of Activus Transport and St George
Community Transport were made.

Apart from members of the Committee, people who have donated their time at the Museum
include Miryam and Niver Rodriguez, Bob Horton, Cheryl Bell, Jackie Colonelli, Fiona Johnstone,
Barbara Kibble, Merlene Carr, Janice Latham and Margaret James. Other volunteers step-up from
time to time and we thank them for their help.

Mondays at the Museum (MAM) continued to attract good audiences, Speakers were
Helen Zerefos OAM, Soprano/Entertainer, (Entertainment History and Involvement with Dementia
Care Australia), Alice Ghirime, Owen Hodge Lawyers, (Accommodation Issues in Retirement
Villages and Nursing Homes), Rod Annensen, Marrickville Historical Society, (The History of
Marrickville), lan Small, Author (The Kurrajongs), Bob and Laurel Horton, Historians (Kogarah
1880-1920 A Vibrant Community).

School of Arts — Meeting attendances have been consistently over 30 which is excellent.
Our home cooked afternoon teas have become legendary. Robert McGarn, Glynn Pulling, Niver
Rodriguez & Neil Gould, our technical expert, prepare the hall. Miryam Rodriguez welcomes
visitors and afternoon teas are served by a number of people, mainly Pat Young, Helen Gould and
Laurel Horton. Other people assist at big events — Merlene Carr, Judy Reynolds & Barbara Kibble
come to mind Our speakers were Paul Handel, Major (Retired), Military Historian, (Victory in
Europe 1944-45), Bill Phillen OAM, Engineer/Author, (Kathleen Butler and the Building of the
Harbour Bridge), Kim Cadogan, Researcher, (The History of St George County Council),
AANMM (Miracle of Mascot: Surviving 1971 Airliner Collision), lan Burnett, Author (Joseph
Banks and the Endeavour: An Unauthorised Biography), Sue Williams, Author, (That Bligh Girl),
and Kez Hasanic, ANMM (RAAF Catalinas in WW2).
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Committee - continues to work tirelessly, Gill Whan as Secretary with further tasks such as
‘reserve editor’ for the newsletter, publicity to schools and groups, flyers for events (updated
monthly and distributed to the Museum and the rangers notice board) and the 2025 History Awards
coordination. Besides all that, Gill has been my ‘right-hand’ over the past 12 months, advising,
informing, correcting and at times expediting my work as | went through the Presidential learning.
Adele Ryan handling media publicity, membership and MAM; Anne Williams managing our
finances and related records; Laurel Horton is an independent researcher and website publisher, is
on other committees, yet still does much work for our Society. The quarterly Historical Societies
Forum, coordinated by Laurel, provides great exchange of ideas, helpful suggestions and the
potential for joint actions between societies. Committee has approved reprinting of a fresh edition
to Carss Park History, authored by Beverley Earnshaw OAM. EXisting copies are sold out, a sign
of a quality and valued publication.

Beverley has again produced our excellent newsletters, presented at MAM and will speak
again at a 2026 School of Arts meeting. Helen Gould organises your Society trips, Pat Young sends
out the newsletters, and we rely on Glynn Pulling for many practical jobs. Robert McGarn takes
meeting minutes and as Public Officer, lodges our annual statement to the Australian Charities and
Not for Profit Commission. Fred Scott runs the Society website. (The work of Wendy and Neil
mentioned earlier.) | thank all the Committee, each of whom adds their own skills and passion to
the Society tasks.

I also thank all our members for their continuing attendances. That’s what gives our
Committee the will to go onward in the knowledge that we are providing a worthy contribution to
you and the community at large. The Society was established in 1970. This marks over 55 years of
operation and recording of local history for the community. | look forward to being part of that
ongoing work. On behalf of Committee, we look forward to continuing that work with members
and like-minded leaders in our region.

Phill Scott, March 2026
---00000---

Old GPO Building — Heritage Tour
by Janice Latham

1 Martin Place — What an enjoyable experience. | already knew the old GPO building, now the
Fullerton Hotel, was a beautiful example of Sydney’s historical architectural heritage but had no
idea of the incredible way it was sympathetically expanded from its much smaller original building.
So many very thoughtful details such as moving whole outside columns, statues and windows
sideways so as to insert newer reproductions more centrally, thus allowing the building’s older
sides to remain similar in colour and aged appearance. We also heard all the representative
meanings behind the inclusion of every complex statue, as well as viewing multitudes of head
sculptures which were perched each outside level on the Pitt Street side. | would not have noticed
the uppermost ones until they were pointed out! We learned so many interesting facts from our
excellent guide that | highly recommend taking such a thorough tour if you have the chance to do
so. We also viewed the old basement area showing where horses were once stabled as well as
viewing piped off sections where the old Tank Stream ran! Yes, there were some stairs but also
lifts to the upper level where we viewed internal extensions as well as some very beautiful interior
design, ceilings, lights, stairways, columns, intricate railings, original floor tiles etc. Many of us
went on afterwards to enjoy a nice lunch at the Library Café. Another of many successful outings
organized by Helen Gould and first suggested by Jan Goodfellow. Thank you!!!



)
3
I

AL
§=7- | i i |

,,




Valé Dick Goodfellow

We are sad to say goodbye to our aptly named member, Dick i
Goodfellow, who passed away on February 28, 2026 at Calvary *‘fi TR
Hospital. Dick was a regular attendee at our meetings and a ==
supporter of our tours and society events.

Our kind wishes go to his wife, Jan, and his family. n\ \
&

Memory Jogger
Have you renewed your membership of the Society for 2026? The cost is still $20 per adult or
$30 for a couple. Those wishing to receive the newsletter by post are asked to add $5 to cover
postage. Fees can be paid at the next meeting or paid directly into the Society’s Bank Account,
BSB 062 253 A/c 00900831.

Trivia Quiz

In which County?
(1) In which country was the Battle of Waterloo fought?
(2) In which country did the Chernobyl disaster take place?
(3) In which country is the Temple of Angkor Wat?
(4) In which country is the Limpopo River?
(5) From which country did Captain Cook observe the Transit of Venus?
(6) Which country has the greatest number of pyramids?
(7) In which country was Ludwig van Beethoven born?
(8) Which country has the largest number of volcanoes?
(9) In which country was ancient Myra from which the legend of Santa Claus originated?
(20) In which country is the Nan Tien Buddhist Temple?
(11)To which country is the jacaranda an indigenous tree?

(1) Belgium (2) Ukraine (3) Cambodia (4) South Africa, Botswana, Zimbabwe & Mozambique
(5) Tahiti (6) Sudan (7) Germany (8) Iceland [32] (9) modern Turkey (10) Australia (11) Parts of South
America viz: Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Paraguay, Uruguay

---00000---

Seniors’ EXPO, 2026
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S GY v ©. 4™ 2026, our Society
- Nepdd S5 @B took part in the GRC
Senior’s EXPO 2026.
Our thanks go to Phill
Scott, Robert McGarn,
Wendy Agzarian and
4 Anne Williams who
" ‘manned’ the displav. ~
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President, Phill Scott, speaking to Robert McGarn at our display
visitors to the Seniors’ EXPO, 2026 table, Seniors’ EXPO, 2026.



May 14
May 25
June 11
May 13

May 20

What’s On
Sue Williams — Author — The Governor, his Wife and his Mistress.
MAM, Jimmy Thompson — Writer/Author — The First Anzacs: Engineers.
Robert Nash — historian — The Huguenots, the almost forgotten People.
(Wednesday). Reel (Sic) Life Matinee: Dead Poets’ Society. At Sydney
Mechanic’s School of Arts, (SMSA) Level 1, 280 Pitt St, Sydney. 12.30 pm.
FREE.
(Wednesday) 12.30-1.30 pm at SMSA . Sharks: Majesty, Mystery &
Misunderstanding. Cost $11.90.
To book, contact SMSA marketing@smsa.org.au or ph.9262 7300

---00000---

A SENSE OFPLACE

(The following is an extract from a 27 page submission for our 2025 Essay Prize by
Chris Holyday. In this anecdote he talks about his grandparents, Elsie & Frank
Ward, who were pioneers of Blakehurst)

The childhood home of the writer, 424 Princes Highway, Blakehurst.

PART ONE: OLD GEORGETOWN TO OLD BLAKEHURST:
THE ABORIGINAL, CONVICT AND SETTLER PAST

The Darawal Aboriginal people and the Gweagal people lived for thousands of years along the
southern shores of Botany Bay. Captain Cook commented on the appearance of these people in
1770: “Their features are far from disagreeable, and their voices soft and tuneable.” They were then
viewed as ‘inferior’, having no technology to match the European visitors. Nevertheless, Cook
viewed their harmony with nature, being provided naturally with all the necessities of life as a
distinct advantage over Europeans. An Aboriginal settlement was later set up at Dolls Point; and
1890s photo labelling them “the last of the Dolls Point Aborigines.”

Our family home was close by the Carss Park stream where Captain Cook marked “fresh
water” on his 1770s sketch of Botany Bay and the Georges River. Our family land was opposite
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what is today Townson Street, named after the first European landholder in the district.

Captain John Townson was an army man attached to the 50" Foot Regiment which came on
the Second Fleet of 1790. He was part of the Rum Corps. His brother, Robert, a man of Science,
arrived in 1807. John was grant a 75 acre lot of waterfront land on Kogarah Bay, extending to Tom
Ugly’s Point, around 1808/1810, plus 1,950 acres around Hurstville and south east towards
Kogarah. My grandparents’ Certificate of Title for their land refers to the former Townson land
grant as being in 1810. John Townson built a modest cottage known as “The Retreat”. His land
included much of what is now modern day Blakehurst, including Carss Park and its fresh water
stream. This area would have undoubtedly been the later Chinese market gardens area of
Blakehurst, along Princes Highway where my grandparents later ran a store. We know Townson
set up a vegetable patch there, growing amongst other things, a healthy strawberry garden later
visited by Governor Macquarie who travelled up the Georges River by boat to visit Townson’s
estate. On early maps up to the 1890s, Kogarah Bay was also known as Townson’s Bay.

COOK’S RIVER

The Blakehurst area was some miles south of Cook’s River as it flowed into Botany Bay. A dam
over the river was built in 1840, carrying a road over the river and heading south. Some new dirt
roads were cut through to Rocky Point Road, near Botany Bay. A road was then cut from Rocky
Point Road to the rocky hill/outcrop of Carss Park. Its continuation on to Tom Ugly’s Point was
known as Kogarah Road, later Woniora Road. The whole district became known as Kogarah,
Aboriginal meaning “a place where reeds grow” around Kogarah Bay.

William Blake built a home in the Blakehurst district in 1848. William Carss purchased 120
acres in 1863. Carss built his stone cottage on a headland overlooking Carss Park and the head of
Kogarah Bay. The cottage still stands today.

End of Extract
---00000---

Wanted
The Editor is always pleased to receive stories of historic interest, anecdotes or small vignettes
about our local area to fill our newsletter. There are family stories, war memoirs, sporting
achievements and incidents sometimes funny locked away. Quoted below is something that came
from our member, Ruth Bieri :

“My father, Edwin Anderson Clark jnr, who grew up in Kogarah, told the story of a man by the
surname of Kieran, who lived on the Fitzgerald Estate, Kogarah, who owned and raced
greyhounds. He was also a boxing trainer and promoted many Negroes from the United States. He
used to take his greyhounds walking, mostly on leads with muzzles but his greatest prize walked
loose. Len Turner lived next door to Dad and had a Sydney Silky dog. The greyhound chased and
caught it one day and badly mauled it. The next day Len Turner, armed with a brick, slammed it
into the head of the greyhound and killed it. Mr Kieran could have killed Len Turner but he didn’t
touch him because it was illegal for a pugilist to touch another man except in the ring.”
---00000---



Battye, Alderman John Charles Sydney ‘Syd’ (1890-1956)
by John MacRichie

Alderman Sydney Battye was Mayor of Kogarah 1935-1938.! He
represented North Ward as an Independent for fifteen years.

His parents were Tom and Zillah (nee Benn) Battye from
Heckmondwike, Yorkshire, who immigrated to Australia in 1883 with
three daughters. A fourth daughter was born in NSW, and lastly
Sydney was born at West Kogarah on 23 June 1890. Tom Battye was
prominent in the expatriates’ Yorkshire Association, as well as
politically in the National Association, and he was founder member of
Lodge Kogarah. The family were active in the Methodist Church.
Tom’s obituary in the Methodist in 1928 stated that he was an early
campaigner for the formation of Bexley Municipality and had stood
unsuccessfully for election to the first Bexley Council.? Sydney grew
up at the family home, Heckmondwike, Taylor Street, West Kogarah®
and presumably attended school at Kogarah.

' WhynotOrder A Word to the
your Suit Wise.:

Right Now? When you want a Hat,
' S5 5 Shirt, Collar, Tie, or
éhave all ﬂw, newe.st pair i3races, Trouser 'S,
ummer Designs in

: Sox, &ec., go fo Syd.
« Tweeds for you to se- Battye, his value is the
lect from at Prices to

best for all you want,
suit all pockets, from

because he conﬁnes
£3 3s to £5 5s, and- himselfto the one line,
the guarantee — No

that of Men’s Mercery
.'Fit, No Pay — still and Clothing, for men
holds good.

only. Therefore, you
- must get better style
and quality.

Syd Battye, 2}  Syd. B&ﬂtye.

: 00 o THE MEN'S WEAR SPECIALIST,

M R e GOOTAMUNDRA

" Cootamundra Herald 1 December 1914, p3.

In his early twenties, Syd opened a menswear and tailor’s shop at Parker Street, Cootamundra in
1913. He advertised regularly in the Cootamundra Herald, and offered free gifts and special
promotions. “Every customer gets civility and no customer could wish for better attention”, stated
advertisements. However he found it hard to make a go of the shop, disposing of it in February 1915.

Syd married Martha Beryl Horder at Marrickville Wesleyan Church on 8 June 1914 They had a
son, Keith in 1915 and a daughter Edna Beryl in 1920. He does not appear to have served in WWI; this may
have been because he was a married man and small business owner, although neither of these reasons was
entirely a disqualification.

In the early 1920s, Syd was in partnership with Hilton Turner, operating a menswear shop at
Carlton, known as ‘Hilton’s’. They had the experience, common to many tailor’s and clothing shops in

1 St George Call 7 December 1934, p1.

2 Methodist 25 August 1928, p12

2 Cootamundra Herald 1 July 1913, p3.

2 Daily Telegraph 11 July 1914, p12.

3| think the house is still there, but have not checked rates books.
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Sydney in those days, of being robbed of goods in a break and entry in 1924.* Over £100 of stock was
taken. (A similar experience befell Hurstville Alderman Field, whose tailor’s shop in Forest Road was
robbed several times in the 1920s.) Turner left the partnership in 1927°, and Battye became sole proprietor,
later taking on his son in the business.

The shop moved to 94 Railway Parade, Kogarah, a few doors down from the railway station, taking
advantage in December 1932 of Kogarah’s new ‘white way’, or the illumination of the shopping precinct by
electric light by St George County Council. Battye offered a special deal on novelty pyjamas.

In 1933 the Battye family were living at Carlton Parade, and Syd was listed as a mercer in the
Electoral Roll. . e e, g e A e e

In the early 1930s, Syd became involved in several : : - T TR
local bodies. He was vice-president of the Kogarah branch !I—“E—m—-l! ik By il iy A 1 I
of the National Association, secretary of Kogarah Masonic o

|
Hall (a popular venue for socials and dances),® and was a | syd. Bﬂttrﬂ: I

member of Kogarah Chamber of Commerce. This meant (Farceshe Hitsm]
that when he decided to stand for election to Kogarah | OFFENS N FRW SEASMPANE W GEITIINE
Council in 1932, he was a familiar name to the electors of T S T -t N

i W R 1 el 'R GRS At
UM TLAIT MEALIRE ”l [T 3 PrT—
] |tk ol b g i

North Ward, and won election along with Norman Bertram
and Ernest Marx.” These three men worked hard for their

community, and each became Mayor in due course. o e 'iu.“ - 5.|'I|H:|.|_.~|

In common with other councils, Kogarah Council e el | | W P
was affected by the downturn in business caused by the ok ezt
Depression.  Frustrated by inaction, Battye formed the e I g S e
Kogarah Improvement League in November 1932.82 The I“-TII."-E.I Pe= | e Foae
League proposed that Kogarah copy Rockdale in || | p—
establishing a “white way”, the illumination of the central e e i v st
shopping district. Somehow the money was found (£162) =/ RILEU: _ R '
and the lights were officially switched on in time for funzc sIam mamTas Ty Tl
Christmas 1932.° Battye was praised for his energy in 2w 30EN BT, TR
making it happen; it might be noted that his own shop was ', || e saars mma=s | Pamer sarem
one of those which felt the benefit of the brighter lighting. ] o, = pr eyt

Two other causes pressed for by Alderman Battye e —T A S et
were a modern electric tramway service to replace the AT UL PRVE EEREFITIAL #11 i, ¢
antiquated trams then in operation; and a sports oval e
scheme, the genesis of what became Jubilee Oval. In .| Syd. Batiys & Som

December 1934, he stood for Mayor, stating that he had ey Sy Wi o
lived in the area all his life, and had recently relinquished | 1 94 RAILWAY FDE., me- i
business so was able to give all his time to Council matters. i o
The vote was tied, so the returning officer held a ballot to determine the winner. During the delay Alderman
Marx commented: “It’s at moments like these you need Minties.” Battye was elected Mayor for 1935.

As Mayor he presided at the opening of the Carss Park lifesavers’ clubhouse in February 1935%,
and the opening of the sharkproof enclosure and laying of the foundation stone of the dressing sheds at the
park in March 1936.* He was re-elected Mayor for 1936, his supporters noting “a vast improvement in the
municipality under his guidance.”*?A feature of his second Mayoral term was the commemoration of
Kogarah’s Golden Jubilee, which was marked by a procession, a service of dedication, and a civic
banquet. Debutantes were presented, among whom was Miss Edna Battye. However, he was
unsuccessful in making any progress on the electric tram issue. Despite Battye’s opposition, some
Aldermen, including ex-Mayor Bertram, were coming round to the idea of a trolley bus service

4 Sydney Morning Herald, 4 July 1924,
5> Daily Telegraph 20 October 1927, p34.
6 St George Call 3 July 1931, p1.
7 Propeller 8 January 1932, p7.
8 St George Call 15 November 1932, p2.
9 St George Call 23 December 1932, p1.
10 st George Call 1 February 1935, p1.
11 St George Call 21 March 1936, p1.
12 5t George Call 29 November 1935, p1.
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instead, which, importantly, had the backing of the Minister for Public Works, Mr Spooner. The
tram service expired, and the new trolley bus service came into operation on 3 July 1937. Mayor
Battye was obliged to cut the ribbon and make generous remarks through gritted teeth. It was, he
declared, “the greatest day in the history of Kogarah”. A crowd of more than 30,000 lined the
route of the procession.*3

Progress was made, too, on the new oval. Mindful of his position, one Sunday, the Mayor
noticed boys playing football on the field. He vaulted the picket fence, strode over, and gave the
boys a lecture on the evils of playing on the Sabbath before sending them away. “The boys, whose
love of football was greater than their fear of Alderman Battye, returned to the oval after the Mayor
had departed and finished their match,” stated the St George Call.}* Battye was elected Mayor for
the third year in succession, again on a casting vote, after tying 6-6 with Alderman Bell. He
pushed through a plan to remodel the old Council Chambers, at a cost of £3,000. Mr Spooner
opened the new additions in April 1937. But the main business of the Council was the expenditure
of a works loan of £61,000 to alleviate unemployment in the area. Nearly 300 men were employed,
on kerb and guttering work, and later on the Council’s far-sighted scheme to reclaim the swampy
area of Kogarah Bay. This project was overseen by Council’s Engineer, A H (Bert) Brewer.

The Mayor’s report for 1937 summarised the progress in the reclamation works. It
anticipated the formation of 400 building blocks, as well as 66 acres of parkland, much of which
was to be given over to a golf course. The Mayor noted that as many as 1200 men had been given
employment at one point, involving a great deal of organisation. Over the period, the Council had
also acquired the Oatley Bay Pleasure Grounds, the Kyle Bay reserve, and the Chinese market
gardens at Blakehurst.

Battye was reelected Mayor for the fourth year in succession. In 1938 he oversaw the
creation of Beverley Park, the suburb created by the reclamation works. Streets in the suburb were
named after the Aldermen of the day, including Battye Avenue. Towards the end of the year, the
Mayor revealed that he had negotiated a further Government loan of £75,000.°

He was defeated in the Mayoral elections for 1939 and 1940 by Alderman Bell, and was
presented with a gold fountain pen by his fellow Aldermen for his “quiet and dignified” services.
With time on his hands, he took on other roles, becoming a board member of St George District
Hospital'®, and in 1939 he volunteered for the role of Chief Warden of the National Emergency
Services for the Kogarah area. This role proved to be onerous, with little outside support and an
insufficient petrol ration, and he resigned in January 19427, His successor in the thankless post
lasted only a few months.

He was a delegate to St George County Council from December 1941 onwards, and when
he was elected deputy chairman of St George Council Council, it was stated “The high regard and
esteem in which Alderman Battye is held was very obvious.”

He was re-elected Alderman for North Ward in December 1944 for a further three year
term, completing fifteen years as an Alderman.

River, Road and Rail, the history of Kogarah Municipality, states that: “It is no
exaggeration to say that the 1930s changed the face of the Municipality.”'® Much of the credit is
owed to Alderman Battye, who led the Council in the thick of the changes.

Post-war, the Battyes lived at Waitara Pde, Hurstville Grove. Beryl died there in 1949. Syd
Battye died at St George Hospital on 26 July 1956.2° He was cremated at Woronora and is
remembered in the Wall of Memories panel 24-BB (0179).
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