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Meetings and Speakers 

Thursday, July 9th  Thursday, August 13th   

David Rosenberg, Author – Pine Gap  Warren Fahey: “A Hop, a Skip and       

“Close to God’s ear; NSA Eavesdropping”  a Jump”: the history of Australian childhood   

                                                                                    amusements. 

Meetings start at 2 pm in the School of Arts, Bowns Road/Queens Avenue, Kogarah, with the 

Speaker. This is followed by afternoon tea and a chance to mingle with other members. A 

short business meeting follows. Visitors are always welcome. Apologies for non-attendance at 

meetings should go to Adele Ryan (Ph.0444 566 329). 

View of Sydney Harbour from Nutcote.                            Photo Janice Latham. 

For more of Janice’s photos see Page 9. 

 

http://www/
http://www.kogarah.historicalsociety.com.au/
http://www.kogarah.historicalsociety.com.au/
http://www.kogarah.historicalsociety.com.au/
http://www.kogarah.historicalsociety.com.au/
http://www.kogarah.historicalsociety.com.au/
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Museum Roster 

 
July August 

 5th       To be advised   2nd   Wendy Agzarian & Anne Williams  

  12th     Cheryl Bell & Adele Ryan 9th   Adele Ryan & Yvonne Hawkins  
 19th      Wendy Agzarian & Jan Goodfellow                 16th Gill Whan & Fiona Johnstone 

 26th      Helen Gould & Adele Ryan                                             23rd  Miryam & Niver  Rodriguez   

   30th  Laurel & Bob Horton 

 

Emergency List: Anne Field, Margaret Matthews, Cath & Leo Sullivan. (If you need to 

change your date, please try to do it with another volunteer. Otherwise, contact Wendy 

Agzarian on 0402 136 407 or Gill Whan on 0439 667 843) 

Committee (* Denotes Executive) 

President* Phill Scott Ph.0400 964 253 

Vice President*  Adele Ryan  Ph.0444 566 329 

Secretary* Gill Whan Ph.0439 667 843 

Treasurer* Anne Williams Ph.0425 215 589 

Public Officer* Robert McGarn Ph.0425 706 579 

 
Committee Members: Wendy Agzarian, Glynn Pulling, Beverley Earnshaw, Pat Young,      

Helen Gould, Laurel Horton. 

Committee Meetings 

July 6th  (Monday) Helen Gould, 16 Dewrang Street, Carss Park. Ph.0417 404 565  

August 10th   (Monday)  

 

Our next Tour – Wednesday July 22nd  

Our next Tour will be a visit to the Botany Bay Family History Society, located at 

184 Gannons Road, Caringbah South.  

We will travel by our own transport or get a lift with others from the car park near 

Carss Cottage around 10.10 am to meet at the venue at 10.30 am. There is plenty of 

parking. 

There will be volunteers to explain how to research your family, so bring along 

relevant documents such as Birth Certificates to help you get started. There are many 

reference books you will be able to browse. 

We have free entry, morning tea provided and there will be a donation box on hand. 

Our tour organizer, Helen Gould, will need names and numbers at least a week before, 

so see Helen at the next meeting or ring her on 0417612952. If no answer, please 

leave a message. 

Welcome New Members 
This month we welcome three new members, Don and Kim Brickwood, and Chris 

Harris to our Society. We hope you have a long and enjoyable stay with us. 
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Our 2025 Local History Prize produced some excellent entries which added to our knowledge of the 

history of the local area. Some were quite long. Below is an abridgement of a nine page entry titled 

Seeking Sarah – Cocky Bennett’s ‘Mother’ by Christine Sykes. The full text of this entry can be seen 

by contacting the Editor. 
 

Seeking Sarah – Cocky Bennett’s ‘Mother’ 

 
Sarah and the renowned Cocky Bennett resided at the Sea Breeze Hotel in Blakehurst NSW for over 

twenty years, from 1891/2 to 1915. During this time the sulphur crested cockatoo became the St George 

District’s most famous bird. Sarah was referred to as Cocky Bennett’s Mother. She was very proud of 

her famous bird which she looked after with great care. Sarah was first known as Miss Thompson, then 

Mrs Bowden and lastly Mrs Bennett and was a most charitable woman who dispensed her charities 

without ostentation. 

 Sarah Thompson was born in Huntingdonshire, England, in 1844. Her father, Thomas 

Thompson was from a family of brickmakers and builders. When she was 11 Sarah travelled with her 

family of 9 (parents and 7 children) as assisted passengers on the Lloyds which landed in Sydney on 

August 3, 1855. 

 In 1875, Sarah, then 31, married Joseph Clement Bowden who at 33 was a tall, handsome man 

with a flowing beard. Joseph Bowden had been a detective inspector of police in Melbourne. He also 

worked as a detective in Sydney.  

 Mr Bowden had become the licensee of the Club House on the corner of Hunter and Castlereagh 

Streets, Sydney in 1872. There were several tenants and the property had been used as a high class 

boarding house and by a veterinary surgeon. 

 Sarah and Joseph operated the hotel for about sixteen years. It had two levels and two large 

Norfolk Island pines growing in the front. They made many improvements including surrounding one 

tree with a liquor bar, which brought it out to the Hunter Street frontage. This was in great vogue at the 

time. They also expanded the hotel and accommodation to some 30 rooms. 

 Both Sarah and Joseph were very popular with the customers, in particular the ‘better class’. 

During the Bowdens’ reign many prominent visitors, foreign and Australian, made their temporary 

homes there.  

Captain Ellis was a regular visitor to the hotel from when he was in his 70s. He had become 

friends with Bowden while the latter was working as a police detective travelling the South Sea Islands 

in the 1860s, investigating the ‘black-birding’ trade, or kidnapping kanakas to work on the Queensland 

sugar plantations. 
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 Accompanying the Captain on his shoulder was his cockatoo, 

which was given to him by a ship’s cook in 1809 when the bird was 17 

years of age. The cockatoo travelled with Captain Ellis on his voyages for 

78 years, reportedly travelling around the globe seven times. 

 Captain Ellis and his cockatoo were always given a warm welcome 

when they arrived at Sydney, particularly when they bunked at the Club 

House Hotel. The cockatoo was almost featherless, with a long twisted beak 

which squawked foul language and amusing one liners. 

 Captain Ellis died in the Solomon Islands aged 87 (in 1887) and Ellis’s nephew took charge of 

Cocky although he had been bequeathed to Joseph and Sarah Bowden. The captain’s nephew made a 

special trip from Melbourne to Sydney to deliver the bird. 

 Sarah and Joseph Bowden built their own hotel around the corner in Elizabeth Street in 1889, 

which was known as Bowden’s Hotel. However, the pair were there for less than 12 months when 

tragedy struck. Joseph Bowden died at the age of 56 on July 27, 1889. 

 Within six months of Joseph’s death, Sarah married the much younger Mr Charles (Chas) 

Copeland Bennett, a 26 year old former sporting champion who worked for the Lands Office. Family 

history documents suggest this may have been a marriage of convenience as Sarah would at that time 

have needed a man to take up the hotel licence. Nevertheless, the marriage is reported to have set tongues 

wagging. 

 Whether it was the reaction to their marriage, the impact of the 1890s depression or other 

factors, the couple gave up the Elizabeth Street house and went to the Sea Breeze Hotel at Tom Ugly’s 

Point. Charles, who is described as a gentleman of Falstaffian proportions, was the licensee. 

 Before major traffic and modern bridges changed the scene, the Sea Breeze enjoyed great 

popularity as it was a convenient place to wait for the steam put across the Georges River at Tom Ugly’s 

Point and it had an excellent reputation for its cuisine, especially the seafood. 

 The hotel is described as having a 400 ft frontage to Woniora Road and also to Georges River. 

It contained 10 rooms, a large bar, cellar, kitchen, bathroom (with water laid on to bath and bedrooms) 

and stabling for 20 horses. 

 Both Sarah and Charles were very popular with patrons. It was recorded that Charles’ genial 

disposition won him hosts of friends. He was an enthusiastic sportsman and supporter of athletics, and 

also took a large interest in any matters affecting the welfare of the district. He was of a thoroughly 

benevolent disposition and would at all times give his time and services to any charitable cause. 

 It was also noted that in addition to the attraction of Mr & Mrs Bennett there was a parrot who 

could ‘talk some’ and who should have had the old age pension. 

 Patrons travelled from far and wide to see the old cockatoo, which by then had given itself the 

name Cocky Bennett, to the delight of Sarah whom he used to call ‘Mother’. Although the exact date of 

Cocky’s birth was not known, it was set down, probably by Sarah to satisfy her 

customers, as the first of September. Each year on this date piles of birthday 

cards would be sent by the bird’s many admirers. 

  Cocky Bennett ruled as ‘Cock of the Bar’. He was extremely talkative 

and popular and known to many thousands of residents and visitors far and wide 

who became acquainted with his colourful character. He was famous for 

entertaining visitors with his dancing and colourful ‘patter’. 

  Cocky had a cage on the hotel’s front verandah where he could watch 

the passing parade, greeting old friends in his raucous and inimitable style. 

Cocky would flap his featherless wings and squawk: “I’ll fly, I’ll fly! My God, 

I’ll fly!”. 

  However, tragedy struck a few years later when Mr Bennett was 

involved in a railway accident in the Redfern yards. Even though Charles’ 

health suffered considerably after the railway accident, his death four years later in September 1898 was 

unexpected. His body was taken from Tom Ugly’s Point to Sydney and from there to Bowral where his 

father resided. A large number of friends assembled to pay a last tribute of respect. Among the wreaths 

was one from the children of Blakehurst Public School. 

 His obituary noted that he left behind a widow but no children. While Sarah remained childless, 

she was very close to her extended family, which by then consisted of eight siblings and many nieces 
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and nephews. 

 In the lead up to Federation, the Women’s Temperance Union had been active in promoting 

women’s rights and the vote for women in particular. While members were critical of barmaids as being 

promiscuous and liable to insult, female publicans were viewed as having a legitimate place within the 

hotel. Women were not only numerically prominent in the occupation of hotelkeeping, but the hotel 

itself owed much of its political survival to values that were associated with female sex roles: 

domesticity, respectability and material restraint. The female publican was almost universally 

constructed in the public imagination as a ‘good woman’ of her times. 

 A female publican could not afford (or be seen to be) hysterical, weak kneed, prevaricating or 

sexually vulnerable. Their reputations relied on strength of character and self control. Being the 

proprietress of a hotel was one of the few ways a single woman could make an independent living. 

 Sarah possessed those characteristics and weathered her personal losses to become the licensee 

of the Sea Breeze Hotel. She successfully operated the hotel, attracting even more and high ranking 

visitors for another seventeen years. 

 Among the visitors and admirers of Cocky Bennett was the Governor of New South Wales, Sir 

Harry Rawson, who held that position from 1904 to 1909. He visited with his wife who was described 

as a kind, gentle voiced, motherly, grey haired woman, who never spared herself. 

 After Lady Rawson died at sea on December 3, 1905, Rawson and his daughter (who took over 

her mother’s duties) continued to regularly visit Cocky Bennett. The Governor even introduced the 

Australian Governor General, Sir Henry Northcote, to the famous bird. Lord Chelmsford who was 

Governor of NSW from 1909 to 1913 also called to pay homage to the bird. 

 Despite these connections, Sarah faced court several times. In 1903 she was fined two pound or 

seven days imprisonment for giving an unstamped receipt for 29 pence. In 1906 she was fined two 

pounds and 6 shillings plus costs, or 14 days imprisonment for persons being found on the hotel premises 

on Sunday without lawful excuse. 

 

“Sergeant Rogers of Kogarah said that about 8 pm on Sunday, May 3, he was in the company of 

Constable Eager in some grounds alongside the Sea Breeze Hotel, Tom Ugly’s Point, and had a view 

of the hotel passage leading into the building from the rear. There was a light in the passage and he 

saw the licensee, Sarah Bennett, standing at the door leading from the yard into the hotel. The three 

other defendants came up from the punt in a sulky, and entering the passage were admitted by Mrs 

Bennett. The men then went along the passage and entered a door leading into the bar. Witnesses could 

see a light moving about inside the bar. The light disappeared and shortly after reappeared in the bar 

and looked to be moving through the bar. Rogers could hear someone in the room where the oysters 

were kept adjoining the bar. Rogers entered the premises and saw Mrs Bennett and three other 

defendants in the dining room. 

 He said to Mrs Bennett ‘What are these men doing here?’ and she replied ‘Oh, they only called 

for some oysters. Each male defendant was asked what he was doing there during prohibited hours and 

he replied ‘I came for oysters’. Defendant Cox also replied ‘We did not come here for drink; we have 

some in the sulky’. Subsequently Cox took an ordinary quart bottle of beer out of the sulky and showed 

it to witness. 

 In cross examination, Rogers admitted that the defendants said they had come from a fishing 

holiday at Port Hacking and that they usually called at Mrs Bennett’s for oysters. Rogers said he also 

knew that Mrs Bennett had an oyster licence and that the oyster room was just off the bar, and that a 

person would have to go through the bar to get to the oyster room. 

 Sarah Bennett for her defence said she had been a licensee for about 40 years and had been in 

the Sea Breeze Hotel for 17 years. On Sunday it was her usual practice to supply meals and on that day 

she had 17 private teas and 17 persons at the public table. Witnesses also said she was the holder of the 

oyster licence (produced). The oysters were kept in a room on the other side of the bar. 

 Etc, etc, etc ….. The case was dismissed. 

 

Cocky Bennett was again in the news in 1913 as working for Kogarah Hospital.  Sarah had 

attached a collection box to his cage which attracted over 55 pounds. Enough funds were raised to supply 

the hospital with three beds, each bearing a plaque inscribed with the words ‘Cocky Bennett Cot’. 

In December 1913, the Sea Breeze was raided, but the police case failed. Sarah was entertaining 
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relatives at the hotel on a Sunday. One of the relatives was her nephew-in-law, Alexander Wagschall. 

On the day in question some 90 meals were served to customers, most of whom were returning from 

Wollongong and the South Coast. All of the cases were dismissed. 

However in 1914 and 1915 Sarah faced court again on several occasions for offences against 

the liquor act, for keeping the Sea Breeze Hotel open at unlawful hours. 

On one occasion a young man from Hurstville was seen in the passage off the bar drinking a 

glass of liquor on a Sunday. Sarah replied that plenty of others did the same but she was fined ten pounds 

(about $1500), plus costs, in default of 2 months imprisonment. 

When Sarah retired in 1915, at the age of 71, Cocky Bennett went to live with Alexander 

Wagschall at the Woolpack Hotel. So great was the bird’s fame that when Cocky died a year later, in 

1916, the Sydney Mail printed an obituary calling him a venerable cockatoo and the Sydney Morning 

Herald ran the following article: 

 

“Cocky Bennett” a sulphur crested Australian cockatoo died on Friday in his 120th year at Canterbury. 

This age is a record in longevity for an Australian parrot so far as the official records are concerned. 

For many years this bird was in the possession of Mrs Sarah Bennett, the licensee of the Sea Breeze 

Hotel at Tom Ugly’s Point. When she left there about twelve months ago she transferred the parrot to 

her nephew, Mr Murdoch Alexander Wagschall, at Woolpack Hotel, Canterbury. The old bird was 

absolutely featherless for the last 20 years but it maintained its ‘patter’ until the day before its death. 

“Cocky Bennett” was a great traveller and is said to have journeyed seven times around the world. Mr 

Wagschall has arranged to have the remains of this historic parrot preserved by a taxidermist. “ 

 

 Cocky Bennett remained at the Woolpack Hotel for many years and subsequently resided in the 

house of Wagschall’s descendants. Sarah’s death in 1917 was marked by several obituaries which made 

reference to her role at the Sea Breeze Hotel and Cocky Bennett. Below is one from the Sunday Times 

 

“Mrs Sarah Bennett, widow of the late Chas.Bennett, formerly proprietor of the Sea Breeze Hotel at 

Tom Ugly’s Point, Kogarah, died at her residence, Cabramatta-rd, on Friday night at 73 years of age. 

She was known to thousands of travellers to Cronulla and the South Coast and was a general favourite, 

as was her venerable cockatoo, supposed to be well over a hundred years old at death, whose incessant 

chatter and shouts of ‘I’ll fly’ caused many a hearty laugh.” 

 

 Mrs E Pugh of Stanwell Park, granddaughter of Mr Wagschall, was the last to own this historical 

relic and it was she who presented Cocky to the Kogarah Historical Society for perpetual guardianship. 

Now, slightly tinted after restoration, the bird surveys the world in silence – something he never did in 

life. 

 

  

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 
---oo0oo--- 

 

 

 

Cocky Bennett can still be seen in the 

Kogarah Room at Carss Cottage 

Museum 
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Community Call-out: Help us find artworks and stories about Daphne Kingston. 

 

Georges River Council is inviting the community to 

help locate original artworks by the local artist and 

historian, Daphne Kingston (1928-2019). Daphne 

Kingston was a well known figure in the St George 

Area. She lived in Penshurst and taught at the St George 

Creative Art and Craft Centre. She was also a member 

of Hurstville and Kogarah Historical Societies, along 

with the National Trust and the Historic Houses Trust.

 Hurstville Museum & Gallery has a large 

collection of Kingston’s paintings, photographs and 

objects, however staff believe many artworks are in 

private collections. Residents with a Kingston painting, sketch or photograph, whether 

inherited, bought, or found are encouraged to come forward. Community members are also 

encouraged to share personal stories. These can include memories of meeting Daphne, learning 

from her or seeing her work locally.  

To submit information please contact Hurstville Museum & Gallery on (02) 93300 6444 

or museumgallery@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au . 

==oo0oo=== 

 

          Trivia Quiz 
                                                                  about the Body 

1.  In the human body, what is the “Hallux” ?   

2. What has a thumb and 4 fingers, but is not a hand?    

3. Glossectomy is the whole or partial removal of which body part?   

4. Where is the smallest bone in the human body located?  

5. Who discovered penicillin?     

6. Which bones enclose the lungs and provide their protection?     

7. What is the hardest substance in the human body?  

8. Which chamber of the heart pumps deoxygenated blood to the lungs?  

9. Which ailment used to be called “Hansen’s disease”?     

10. What is the largest organ in the human body?                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Answers: 

1. Big toe  2. A glove  3. Tongue  4. The ear  5. Alexander 

Fleming  6. Ribs  7. Tooth enamel  8. Right ventricle 

9. Leprosy  10. The skin 
 

Ed:  Would anyone like to try their hand at composing a Quiz? All submissions will be 

considered. 

mailto:museumgallery@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au
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A Treasure from the Museum 

 
We were given a battered old brown Globite school case filled with papers and photos 

by one of our members who had been handed it from a lady in her exercise class. When this 

lady had found that she was a KHS member she remembered this suitcase which her late mother 

had asked her to donate to us when she passed. We have no idea who this lady was but she had 

an interesting collection of papers that probably would have only been valuable to a local 

Historical Association. Inside there was a lot of local real estate posters selling plots of land, 

mostly around the Blakehurst area in the 1920s. The paper is falling to pieces so we will 

photograph them to put on our website for anyone interested to find their block of land. A 

minute book was from the Kyle Bay and Connells Point Progress Group, again in the 1920s. 

There were a few school photos of Blakehurst and Connells Point schools and newspaper 

clippings of local news, but the most interesting item was a type written letter but hand signed 

by Amy Johnson, the English aviator, when she had made her famous solo flight to Australia. 

It was addressed to children who must have written her a letter in Melbourne – complete with 

crossed out errors. 

Wendy Agzarian-Bastock 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The text of the letter reads:- 

Dear Children, 

It was very sweet of you to write me such a nice little letter and I am very sorry I could not see 

you myself while I was in Melbourne. 

 I hope when you grow up you will also become great aviators and do great deeds for 

the British Empire. 

   Yours truly, 

  (signed) Amy Johnson 

 

 

 

---oo0oo--- 
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Nutcote 

 
Another enjoyable excursion!  On Thursday, May 21 the 

Society visited “Nutcote”, the beautiful home of author, May 

Gibbs, at Neutral Bay. May Gibbs was Australia’s first woman 

cartoonist as well as a painter, naturalist, children’s author and 

illustrator. 
 It was a very informative tour about May Gibbs’ background 

and achievements – as well as a possible acquaintance 

connection to the controversial Harbour Bridge ribbon cutting 

in 1932. 

 The house was specifically designed to accommodate May 

Gibbs’ studio. In 1913 she created her ‘Gumnut Babies’ 

utilizing all Australian flower and leaf forms in her artistic work. 

She was 47 years old when she introduced her Bib and Bub 

comic strip which ran from 1924 to 1967. May Gibbs lived in 

Nutcote for 44 years. 

 The house, designed by Architect B.J.Waterhouse has 

spectacular harbour views and a garden of Australian native 

plants which provided an inspiration for many of May Gibbs’ 

charming children’s stories. The property was listed on the 

NSW State Heritage Register in 1999. 

 Many of our members took phone pics of the lovely cottage interiors featuring May Gibbs’ 

history, and spectacular views from most windows, the balcony and back garden. 
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What’s On 
July 9 David Rosenberg, Author – Pine Gap; “Close to God’s ear; NSA eavesdropping”. 

General Meeting, School of Arts. 

July 27 Mark Skelsey, Author – A view to die for (Victoria Street scandals). Mondays at the 

Museum. 

August 13 Warren Fahey: A Hop, a Skip and a Jump: The history of Australian Childhood 

Amusements. General meeting. School of Arts. 

 
Tours sponsored by St George Community Transport: 

July 1 (Wednesday)  Whale watching from The Gap, Watsons Bay. Bus $20 Free event 

July 13 (Monday)                            ditto 

 

July 3 (Friday) Whale watching from Cape Solander. Bus $20. Free event. 

 

July 7 (Tuesday) Sydney Chamber Choir with Sutherland Shire Choral Society 

 Bus $20 + Event $25 Prepay. 

 

July 10 (Friday) Archibald Art Prize and the Art Gallery. Bus $20 + $27 Prepay. 

July 30 (Thursday)                          ditto 

 

July 21 (Tuesday) “Christmas in July” at Club Rivers 

 Bus $20 + lunch $40 Prepay. 

 

 To book, contact harvey@stgct.org.au  or ring 9585-3000  
                       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An Evening with Rodgers and Hammerstein 

 
 In July the Sydney Musical and Opera Society have an up and 

coming musical theatre event. 

 The performance will be “An Evening with Rodgers and 

Hammerstein”  at the Pavilion Performing Arts Centre, Sutherland --  a 

grand celebration of the Golden Age of Broadway featuring the 

unforgettable music of  South Pacific, The King and I, Oklahoma, Carousel 

and The Sound of Music. 

 The production features seven principal vocalists, a full ensemble 

and choir (members of which are from the Sydney Philharmonic Choir), 

and a magnificent 24 piece orchestra, enhanced by elegant staging and 

projections. It is presented in the year marking the 75th anniversary of The 

King and I  and has been created especially for audiences who love classic 

musical theatre and orchestral performance. Hear songs such as Oklahoma, 

The Sound of Music, Climb Every Mountain, You’ll never walk alone, 

Some Enchanted Evening and many more. 

Performance details: (Tickets from $60): 

Pavilion Arts Centre, Sutherland 

 Friday 17 July – 2 pm 

 Saturday 18 July – 2 pm & 7.30 pm 

 Sunday 19 July – 2 pm 
 

For enquiries and tickets please contact the Pavilion Arts Centre Box Office Group 

(02 9063 2006). 

 

mailto:harvey@stgct.org.au
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Old-time cargo tanks, forerunners of modern containers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                     

             Here’s to the Pearly Ladies 

 
            At our General Meeting in April, the Society was treated to an excellent        

  presentation by Gillian Lewis of the Australian National Maritime Museum on the   

  Pearling Industry. It was suggested that the ladies should wear their pearls on this   

  occasion. Here is a group of just some of those who complied. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sailing ships which once plied regularly between England and Australia preceded 

the era of refrigeration and much ingenuity had to be applied to ensure their cargoes 

were unloaded in a satisfactory condition. 

 At Carss Cottage the domestic water supply came from a bottle-neck well 

fitted with a plank platform and pump, and three tanks – two 200 gal. metal tanks 

against the western wall of the house and one smaller round corrugated iron tank 

near the western side of the front verandah. The two large rusty coloured square 

tanks with their plain sides and heavily riveted joints were of the variety used in the 

days of sail for carrying perishable goods. These goods were packed inside and 

before the tanks were sealed down a lighted candle was placed with the goods in a 

safe position and the lids were then made air tight. The purpose of the candle was 

to burn up the oxygen in the tank, thus helping to preserve the goods. 

 From this it can be seen that containerisation is not as new as we might have 

thought. 

 
(Adapted from “Just a House” by Tom Cosgrove, Sutherland Shire Historical Society Bulletin, 

April, 1973). 

---oo0oo--- 

 
 


